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Any mom can tell you that
being a mother is not for the
faint of heart. Whether you
gave birth to one or many
children or were gifted child-
ren through adoption or a
fostering process, you know
that the moment you hold
your precious child for the
first time, your life will be
changed forever. From that
point on, you do all you can to
provide the very best for your
child/children, and you, as
the mom, will always put their
needs ahead of your own. The
mothering instinct is very real.

This is a story of tremendous
love and loss seen through
the eyes of a mom watching
her daughter experience 32
traumatic months with her
young son, Johnny. He was
a childhood cancer warrior,
diagnosed with Ewing’s sarco-
ma at age 7. Johnny sustained
treatments of all kinds for
25 months over almost a th-

Mother's Day

A MOTHER’S DAY
TRIBUTE TO A VERY
SPECIAL MOM

Featured Writer
Ellen Ditonto, Johnny's Grammie & Gillian’s Mom

and a half month period of re-
mission. Johnny laid down his
sword on April 15, just after
his 10th birthday.

Johnny’s story is one of ama-
zing strength, faith and a po-
sitive attitude that belied the
disease that was ravaging his
body and took away what he
wanted most — to be an or-
dinary kid. The story of his
parents’ search for treatments
is extraordinary and included
thousands of miles of travel,
including three trips to a can-
cer research clinic in Germany.

But this storyis about Johnny’s
Mom and how she navigated
through those long months
with Johnny, continued to
support the needs of his three
younger siblings, kept working
as a school counselor until the
last several weeks of Johnny’s
life and somehow managed
to maintain her important
connections to relatives and
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Gillian & Johnny LaMancuso, Mother's Day 2025

There are not enough adjectives to adequately describe the
level of caring and support that Gillian gave to Johnny. As
her mom, I couldn’t be prouder of the inner strength and
fortitude she mustered to do what was needed every step
of the way.
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ree-year period, with a seven

friends.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

MORE THAN A DEFINITION: ON MOTHERS

Editor-in-Chief
Katrina Fuller

The word ‘Mother’ is one we hear
often. It’s many a child’s first word,
or at least some variation of it: we
can picture tiny tots toddling around
babbling “Mama” or “Mommy.” How
lovely that a child’s first word is often
naming one of the most important
people in their lives.

Merriam-Webster defines mother
as “a female parent,” for its first
definition, followed by “source or
origin,” for its second definition and
ends its list with “something that is
an extreme or ultimate example of
its kind, especially in terms of scale,
i.e. “The Mother of all Construction
Projects.”” The first definition is a

common understanding of the word,

the second is thought-provoking and
the final definition seems a little out of
place without the context.

But, motherhood can be extreme, in
both the good sense of the word and
the bad. There are most definitely
highs and lows in the rollercoaster
ride mothers face. It’s a journey that
involves and envelops the motherin a
series of “seasons” of life. This journey
looks different for every mother, and
the ups and downs can be as different
as night and day.

Of course, there are the joys of
motherhood: a child’s laugh, their
first words, the beauty of watching
them learn and grow in their first
years. As they get older, there is the
ability to provide a listening ear,
imparting advice as needed and even

still, some fun and whimsy along the
way. As the children reach adulthood,
there are still the phone calls for help,
the joy of watching them come into
their own and the pride of seeing
them well on their way. These seasons
are the fuel that gets mothers through
their difficult times; the memories
they will cling to in hardship.

The hard times can be incredibly hard
for mothers. Some mothers face the
loss of their child, the heart they held
so closely outside of their bodies.
Some mothers face difficulties with
mental health or their physical health
that lead to incredible difficulties both
internally and in their day-to-day lives.
Some mothers face the horrors of war
and somehow balance that strain and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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FRIENDS OF
THE GAZETTE

THANK YOU T0 OUR 2026 MEMBERS!
PLEASE JOIN US TODAY.

GOLD: s500 & uP

Timothy Carlson

M.L. Feather

Sandra & Daniel Gullotti
Troy Hine

Lamae & Doug McCullor
Yvonne McNallie
Thomas Skerl

SILV ER: $250 & up

Timothy DAngelo

Lisa & Andy Goodell
Nancy Kerrin

Patricia & William Locke
Linda & David Melquist
Rita & Gary Mrowka
Greg & Cindy Peterson
Kerri Rowan

Susan & Douglas Seamans
Kate & Dan Smith

Peter Stark

Janet Wahlberg

BRONZE: si00 & UP

Linda & Lawrence Adams
Elizabeth & John Anderson
Kathy & Thom Bemus
Donna Beal

Pat & Chuck Brininger
Suzanne & Kennie Campbell
James Colby

Millie & Mike Coon

Linda & Paul Demier
Lillian & Ned Divine

Bruce & Joan Erickson
Janet Forbes

Claire & Andy Felong
Paulette & Norm Green
Lane & Mat Hagberg

Carol Hay

Elisabeth Hall

Cristie Herbst

Donna & Jim Higginbotham
June & Todd Jacobson

Jill & Chad Jaquith

Patricia Kinney

Frances Lapinski

Elizabeth Lasser

Jennifer Martin

Marge & Mike Metzger
Chuck & Sharon Nazzaro
Mark Nelson

Diane & Donald Nelson
Elizabeth & Frank Petiprin
Alex Rosenberg

The Trussalo Family
Michelle & Jeffrey Victor
Anonymous in Jamestown

Friends of the Gazette play a vital
role in keeping local journalism
thriving in Chautauqua County.

Readers may support our work by
making a one-time or recurring

donation online at www.
chqgazette.com/Support, or by
mailing a check to Chautauqua

Gazette, P.O. Box 32, Bemus Point,

NY 14712. Every contribution, large
or small, helps ensure the Gazette
remains free and accessible.

MONDAY, MAY 4

One Laugh at a Time
Memory Cafe | 10 AM

Nation Comedy Center | Jamestown

For Info: comedycenter.org/MemoryCafe

TUESDAY, MAY 5
~ Happy -, -«
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‘deMayo-
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

Chautauqua Vintage Estate
Sale| 12 PM-6 PM

33 Lori Lane | Frewsburg

For Info: 716-450-5492

THURSDAY, MAY 7

Chautauqua Vintage Estate

Sale |9 AM-6 PM
33 Lori Lane | Frewsburg
For Info: 716-450-5492
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Mother's Day

L. Cornell and Company, LLC

THIS WEEK

AROUND TOWN

Community Helping Hands:
National Day of Prayer | 11:30
AM-1PM

Gateway Center | Jamestown

For Info: 716-753-0583

Fireside Lecture Series
6 PM-7 PM

Patterson Library | Westfield

For Info: pattersonlib.org

Craft & Sip Group | 7 PM-10 PM
Labyrinth Press Company | Jamestown

For Info: Labyrinth Press Company Facebook
Page

FRIDAY, MAY 8

Chautauqua Vintage Estate

Sale |9 AM-5 PM
33 Lori Lane | Frewsburg
For Info: 716-450-5492

Virtual Nuremberg Symposium
12 PM-1 PM

Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown

For Info: roberthjackson.org

FRIDAY, MAY 8

Movies at The Reg:
Marc by Sofia | 7 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown

For Info: reglenna.com

SATURDAY, MAY 9

Bird Banding | 7 AM-10 AM
Audubon Community Nature Center |
Jamestown

For Info: auduboncnc.org

Little Exploreres:

Down in the Dirt

10 AM-11:30 AM

Audubon Community Nature Center |
Jamestown

For Info: auduboncnc.org

The Magic of Motown

7:30 PM

Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

SUNDAY, MAY 10
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Contributing Writer
Pat Locke

Mother’s Day isn't just about gifts. It’s
about the thought behind them, often
found in small hometown shops. Behind
every bouquet or wrapped box is a local
merchant helping people say “Thank you,
Mom.” Its especially meaningful as we
celebrate Small Business Week.

If you're exploring gift ideas, local shops
across our communities offer something
for every kind of mom. From boutiques
like Country Charm Boutique in
Frewsburg to Dots Gift Boutique in
Jamestown to Cotton Thistle Boutique,
Peapod & Juniper and Soaring Eagle in
Lakewood, Strawberry’s Frame Shoppe
in Panama, and Living Glass Gallery and
Mumpsimus Books in Westfield, you'll
find everything from artisan goods to
home décor and thoughtful keepsakes.

Fresh flowers are always a classic. Consider
arrangements from Francesca’s Floral,

\_

National Small Business Week: May 3-9, 2026
Mother's Day, Main Street Style

Peapod & Juniper, or The Secret Garden
Flower Shop, perfect for brightening
Mom’s day.

Looking to enjoy the season? Spring
destinations like Brigiottas Farmland
Produce & Garden Center, Peterson
Farm, Stillwater Garden Market, and
Troyer’s Greenhouse offer a chance
to shop, stroll, and soak in the beauty of

spring.

Or give the gift of a relaxing outing. Treat
Mom to brunch at spots like Bemus
Point Inn or Bemus Point Golf Club
& Tap House mid-county; Pearl City
Hops Restaurant at the Downtown
Doubletree or Liscandro’s Restaurant
in Jamestown; or LakeLife Cafe or Stella:
A Kitchen & Bar in Lakewood. Or if you
haven't experienced the new The White
Inn yet in Fredonia, do check it out, along
with trusted hotspot Jenna’s 4th Street
Cafe in Dunkirk.

And don't forget the sweets! Persnikkity
Pies in Falconer serves handcrafted pies

made with care (please put your pre-sale
orders in two days ahead!), while Webb’s
Candies in Mayville continues a long
tradition of handmade chocolates and
confections, while embarking upon an
exciting new expansion this month!

If youre planning a full afternoon
or evening out, local favorites like
Andriaccio’s Restaurant, Belle-View
East, Guppy’s Restaurant & Tavern,
and Raven & Thorn offer great options to
wine and dine.

There’s
celebrating Mother’s Day on Main Street.

something  special  about
Whether it’s flowers, a handwritten card,
or a carefully chosen gift from alocal shop,
it all carries a little more meaning. These
are gifts chosen with intention, memory,

and love.

In the end, Mother’s Dayisn't measured by
what’s spent, but by the love behind what's

given and that spirit is alive and well in our

J

local communities.
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Mother's Day

Editorial with Lori Cornell

WHAT MATTERS THIS
MOTHER'S DAY

Publisher
Lori Cornell

Ellen Ditonto - this week's featured
writer - said it best: "You know that
the moment you hold your precious
child for the first time your life will
be changed forever."

We are humbled and grateful for
this chance to honor the life of
her dear grandson, Johnny La-
Mancuso, and to tell the story of
one of our community's most co-
urageous mothers this holiday:
her daughter, Gillian. Please read
this week's cover story. Read it to

honor Johnny. Read it to hold up
in prayer the entire LaMancuso/
Ditonto family. And maybe most
importantly, read it to remind yo-
urself about what's truly most im-
portant this Mother's Day.

Because if you're like me, you spend
many a mothering day worried
about matterless minutiae. It's the
grind of the schedule, the rides, the
endless kid-ATM out your wallet.
It's the laundry, the homework, the
But these
precious responsibilities - no ma-

mess and more mess.

tter how young or old yours may
be - have changed your life. Now
keep making a valuable difference in
theirs - with as much grace and joy
as you can. Take some perspective
from Gillian and focus on what re-
ally matters.

Let the small stuff go - and truly,
cherish each moment this Mo-
ther's Day.

May 4, 2026

Fessenden, Laumer
& DeAngelo, PLLC

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

81 Forest Avenue, Jamestown, NY 14701
716-484-1010

Personal Injury « Social Security Disability
Workers’ Compensation « Real Estate
General Litigation

We protect injured people and their families.
We have successfully obtained awards for thousands
of our clients over 40 years.

Attorney Advertising www.fldlaw.com

1 West Main St. - Panama, NY
716-397-7346 - strawberriesframe@gmail.com
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John E. “Johnny”
LaMancuso

April 1,2016 ~ April 15, 2026 (age 10)

ohn F. “Johnny” LaMancuso, 10,

of Jamestown, passed away peace-

fully in his home Wednesday,
April 15,2026, with his mom and dad
by his side.

leadership. His friends will remember
hundreds of ballgames around the
area and especially on Johnny’s home

field in his backyard.

A loving brother, Johnny will be
Johnny was born April 1, 2016, in Ja-

mestown to John Ignatius and Gillian

dearly missed by his three younger

siblings. He is their hero, and is lea-

Marie Ditonto LaMancuso. ving with them many kisses, hugs,

and sweet memories.
He was a fourth grade student at

Fletcher Elementary School and Johnny’s bravery was revealed as he

was a communicant of St. John’s Ca-

tholic Church.

faithfully traveled the country and
the world for medical treatment. He

tested new therapies that will be im-

Johnny will be remembered for ins- proved upon because Johnny had the

piring his community and beyond, | . 4 courage to try.
with his toughness, bravery, and

unyielding spirit. Surviving besides his parents are

sisters Alessandra and Miriana and
A magnetic personality, Johnny made brother Santino; grandparents John

hundreds of friends during his de- 1 ¢ 1 0 1 Mancuso of James-

cade of life. He touched the lives of

town and Guy and Ellen Ditonto of
classmates, teachers, neighbors, team-

Jamestown; great-grandmothers Ro-
saL.ee Owen of Dunkirk and Nellie Di-

tonto of Lakewood; and many aunts,

mates, coaches, and more. His friends
will forever remember him as loyal,
fun-loving, kind, and competitive. uncles, and cousins.
A gifted athlete and hard worker, John-
ny excelled in basketball, baseball,
football, soccer, golf, and fishing. He

He was preceded in death by great-
grandparents Donald Owen, Bennie

Ditonto, Ignatius and Loretta LaMan-
lived for sports. He played basket-

ball, baseball, and football while re-

ceiving chemotherapy and radiation,

cuso, and John and Beatrice Kinnear.

Memorial donations may be made to
the Little Warrior Foundation, PO Box
2124, Brookfield, WI 53008-2124, a

leader in the battle against Ewing’s

sometimes traveling directly from the
infusion clinic or radiation center to

the ball field to play. #17 will be re-

Mother's Day

L. Cornell and Company, LLC

(

aith

atters

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER OBSERVED

membered for his grit, determi-
\ nation, positive attitude, and

Sarcoma. www.littlewarrior.org. f‘

%ppy Mothers (fay, - Mather's Day Specials
THE Qbecrer cClarden FLOWER SHOP

® "Onceyouﬁnduo,y_auwwa&uagjdwe&anwﬁac&"
559 BUFFALO ST. JAMESTOWN; NY. 14701 ,
Joan Myers — Owner/Designer - 716.488.1832"

Featured Writer
Rev. Rick Miller

Interim Pastor
United Church of Christ of
Jamestown

very year around Earth Day,
Ewe get a burst of motivation.

We buy the plants. We sketch
the garden beds. We picture ourselves
as the kind of people who casually
harvest herbs at golden hour. And
then, five minutes in, we remember
gardening is dirty.

Who inspired faith in you? Who
modeled a life of love and service?
Who first taught you to pray?

Both of my parents helped shape my
faith, though my mother especially
did so. She read Bible stories to me
and my four brothers before bed.
Each night we said the same familiar
prayer together: “Now I lay me down
to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to
keep...”

My childhood faith has grown and
matured over the years, but prayer
remains as natural to me as breathing.
Sometimes my prayers are simply
that—breath prayers, whispered in
a moment, carried on an inhale and
exhale.

Like many people these days, I carry a
burden for our nation. My prayers for
America and the world are sometimes
deep sighs, especially when words
fail me. It feels as though we need
prayer now more than ever—for our
country, for our world, for creation,
and for all humanity.

On Thursday, May 7, Jamestown will
observe the National Day of Prayer
with a community event hosted by

Water Street, Jamestown. Our first
prayer, of course, is for clear skies—
but we will gather rain or shine.

The event will take place from 11:30
am. to 1:00 p.m. and promises to
be a meaningful and welcoming
experience for all. It will be a drop-
in gathering, so you may come and
go as your schedule allows and stay
as long as you wish.

Rather than one person leading a

large public prayer, there will be five

interactive prayer stations offering

creative ways to engage mind, heart,

and body in communion with

the God who hears us. Stations
will include breath prayer, baptism
remembrance, prayer through art,
intercessory prayer, and anointing
prayer. Area pastors and lay leaders
will be present at each station to
assist or guide participants.

Guests may participate as much or
as little as they feel comfortable.
Whether you are deeply rooted in
prayer or simply curious, there will
be something for everyone.

St. Susan’s will also be onsite serving
a free hot dog lunch with chips and
a drink, offering a chance to enjoy
and

fellowship with neighbors

friends.

No matter your faith tradition or
background, all are welcome to
this
communities

observance held in
the
Whether you consider yourself a

annual
across nation.
prayer warrior or wonder if anyone
hears your prayers, come join us.
Come out of curiosity. Come for
lunch. Come help us lift our heads,
our hands, and our hearts to the
Creator who cares for all people in all
places.

And with that invitation, let me
close with a prayer as Mother’s Day
approaches:

Thanks be to God for all the women in
our lives who have nurtured us, cared
for us, served, sacrificed, and loved us
in ways both seen and unseen. Their

~N

Usad, Rars, & Qut Of Print Books S¢l-Fl - Horeor - Mystary - T/ Movies

37 E. Main St « Suite B « Westfield, NY « 3233-819-7135

_ Findius on Facebook B} : Community Helping Hands in the gifts have shaped us and blessed us.
4Closed|MothersiDay, www.thfsecretgardenﬂowershop.}com / parking lot of the Gateway Center, 31  Thanks be to God. Amen.
Follow Us: Hours:
f] Jues T | | NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER Thursday, May 7
Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
10am-4pm

Community Helping Hands
Gateway Center Parking Lot

31 Water Street, Jamestown
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Contributed by

Centaur Stride Therapeutic
Horseback Riding

At Centaur Stride Therapeutic Horse-
back Riding Facility, our commitment
has always been clear: reach as many
individuals as possible while keeping
services affordable, and within our
means to provide. Resourcefulness
and frugality weren’t just a necessi-
ty—but part of our identity. Many
grant opportunities favor larger orga-
nizations with paid administrative in-
frastructure, leaving smaller nonpro-
fits like ours at a disadvantage.

Then came a turning point.

With the founding of The Capacity
Lab in Chautauqua County—a col-
laboration of four local funding part-
ners—we found the support we had
long needed. Their mission is to serve
as a hands-on facilitator, convener, and
strategic partner, helping to build a
sustainable nonprofit sector that meets
the needs of all county residents. For
Centaur Stride, this was more than a
resource—it was an advocate.

For the first time, we experienced true
one-on-one guidance without compe-
tition or barriers. In my first meeting
with then-Director Noah Gooding, I
was asked a simple but powerful ques-
tion: “How can we help you?” My res-
ponse—"Oh, let me count the ways”™—
was met with genuine care, thoughtful
listening, and strategic action.

Through their support, we secured
funding to hire a temporary consultant
to improve our social media presence
and rebuild our outdated website.

But their impact didn’t stop there.

Through conferences,
events, newsletters,
nal opportunities, The Capacity Lab
connected us to a broader nonprofit
community. These experiences ope-
ned our eyes—sometimes painfully—
to missed opportunities in the past,
but more importantly, they gave us the
tools to move forward with hope and
guidance.

networking

and educatio-

Perhaps most transformative have
been the collaborative opportuni-
ties fostered by The Capacity Lab. At
networking sessions, nonprofit leaders
came together to share ideas, solve
problems, and explore partnerships.
It was indirectly through one of these
connections that we met Dr. Holly
Reslink—a physical therapist, expe-
rienced horse owner, and passionate
advocate for therapeutic riding.

Holly’s arrival felt nothing short of
extraordinary. At a time when we
were facing significant challenges in
leadership succession and program
sustainability, she was an infusion of
enthusiasm, digital knowledge, horse

The Capacity Lab at Centaur Stride

experience, and dedication we so ur-

gently needed. What once seemed
like a role requiring multiple people,
extensive training, and uncertain com-
pensation began to take shape in a sus-
tainable and hopeful way.

The Capacity Lab has also connected
us with free legal and organizational
experts, including resources from the
New York Council of Nonprofits.

Most recently, a new collaboration
with the Chautauqua County Men-
tal Health Association has brought
to life the E.A.S.E. (Equine Assisted
Social-Emotional Growth) Program.
This initiative provides free services
to children with disabilities, ages 5-21
and their siblings, with a focus on
family unity and caregiver support.
Already underway, the program re-
flects exactly what can happen when
community partnerships come to-
gether with a shared purpose.

We are still growing. We are still lear-
ning. And we are still in need of com-
support—participants,
lunteers, donors, and advocates who
believe in the life-changing power of

munity vo-

therapeutic riding and equine-assisted
learning.

Centaur Stride has openings on our
Board of Directors and Advisory
Board. We're looking for individuals
with a variety of leadership strengths,
commitment, and compassion to help
lead us toward capacity.

We invite you to be part of this journey.
For more information or to get invol-
ved, please contact Holly at: info@
centaurstride.org

Our next fundraiser is Glow Bingo
on May 8th at the Sherman Fire Hall.
Doors open at 5:30 pm. The prizes are
fantastic. Go to linktr.ee/centaurstide
for more info.

For more info on The Capacity Lab,
contact Project Lead, Maria Kindberg
at (716) 498-5572.

\

év FIRST LUTHERAN
LEMONADE STAND

organized by Sunday School
in Memory of Johnny LaMancuso

We're holding a fundraiser
to help Alex’s Lemonade
Stand Foundation move one
step closer to finding a
cure for all children with
cancer! Donations will
support funding for Ewing
Sarcoma research. This is
the type of cancer Johnny
battled.
Donations may be made with
cash, checks, or PayPal.

DL mas]

SUNDAY
MAY 17
10-11:00

IN THE
PARLORS

CRANDALL & HINMAN
MEMORIALS

FREWSBURG » OLEAN ¢ WELLSVILLE « ALLEGANY

Largest Indoor Showroom in the Jamestown Area
125 West Main Street
Frewsburg, NY, 14738
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" Monuments & Mausoleums

Don’t Settle For Less

DESIGNED &
CARVED WITH
PRIDE

For Appointment Call
Toll Free 1-877-407-1717

o CHQgazette.com
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by John & Gillian LaMancuso

ow do we
adequately
honor the

person who made all
our dreams come true?

Johnny Francesco
LaMancuso was our
family’s  superhero,

before he became our
community’s superhe-
ro.

From the time he was
born, Johnny had a
steely look in his big,
beautiful brown eyes
that told us God had
blessed us with a very
special angel.

Johnny’s  first and
middle names could
not have been more

fitting.

The names “John” and

\

“Francesco” honored
his nanu, John L. La-
Mancuso, his great-great-grandfather,
Giovanni LaMancusa, his great-grand-
father, John Kinnear and his great-grand-
father Ignatius “Frank” LaMancuso.

All of these people, including Johnny, fol-
lowed different paths in their lives, butan
invisible thread connects them through
space and time .. . they all have the heart
ofalion.

Johnny’s nanu, John L. LaMancuso,
reached the apex of his profession 23
years after a high school counselor told
him he wasn’t cut out for college and
should look into a trade. Giovanni La-
Mancuso boarded a ship as a very young
man speaking no English and with no
education, and traveled across the ocean
to a foreign land with a few lira in his
pocket and a dream to create a better life
for himself and his family; and the lega-
cy he left far exceeds his boldest dreams.
John Kinnear fought in Europe in World
War II, earning a bronze star for bravery
in combat. Ignatius LaMancuso taught
all of us what it means to be a humble
leader, to work hard, to be faithful and to
care for one’s family and friends.

The expectations for Johnny were great,
and he exceeded all of them.

Johnny’s first sledding adventure came
when he was eight months old. John was
dragging Johnny’s sled up and down the
hill in the backyard of 45 Walnut Street,
while Gillian captured the moments on
video. Johnny fell out of the sled, face-
first into the cold snow. When we picked

him up, we were surprised to find

\ him smiling, not crying. He loved

every minute of it. An early sign
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Johnny had the heart of a lion.

Johnny’s desire to always be held as a
baby was an early sign of his monumen-
tal love for his grandparents and us. He
always wanted to be so close to us.

We will never forget Johnny’s desire to
sleep in bed with us. Perhaps he knew
better than we did how precious those
moments were.

Johnny’s distaste for his crib was on
display on the night after his sister, Ales-
sandra, was born, when Johnny was 21
months old. We were sitting together on
the couch late at night watching a movie,
in our dream home, the place we picked
out just for our family. Gillian was hol-
ding Alessandra. We thought Johnny
was fast asleep in his crib. Until we saw
a little head peek out very slowly from
around the corner, and look at us, wit-
hout saying a word. To this day, we still
don’t know how Johnny managed to get
out of his crib. But we know exactly why
he did it.

Johnny twice saved his little sister, Ales-
sandra, from harm.

When he was 3 years old, he found her
eating gummies from a ziplock bag and
immediately took them from her and re-
ported to us. It turns out they were just
vitamins, but Alessandra would have had
quite the tummy ache if she had made it
through the whole bag.

Later that year, Johnny rescued Alessan-
dra again.

On vacation in Bedford Springs, Ales-
sandra was sitting on the edge of a hot

tub and slipped in. Johnny, who had just
learned to swim on that trip, immedia-
tely jumped in and grabbed her arm so
that we had a chance to get her out safely.
As you can see, even then, he had the
heart of a lion.

Johnny was a child who needed no ur-
ging when it came to learning to crawl,
walk, swim, ride a bike, hit a baseball,
climb a tree, tackle a runner or shoot a
basket. He decided to do those things
before you even had time to urge him.
Sometimes he would try to do it the
way we taught him. But we knew he was
going to do it his way, and his way was
probably going to be far better than any-
thing we could teach him.

At an early age, we not only realized
Johnny was going to make friends with
almost everyone he came across, but
also that he was going to love his friends
and their families as deeply as he loved
us. From Pre-K at Zion to Fletcher, from
t-ball to kid pitch, to meeting neighbor
friends for the first time to adding several
brothers to our family, Johnny developed
more dear friendships in 10 years than
some do in a lifetime. He was blessed to
have them. His friends’ families treated
him like their own son.

Right before passing into a peaceful
sleep last week, and right before telling
us that he loved us, Johnny expressed a
strong desire to talk to his friends. This,
better than anything else, captures the
depth of his love for them. Johnny’s
fun-loving spirit, his loyalty, his bravery,
and his profound love for his friends

will live on in each of their hearts. That

same love extended to his brother, his

sisters, his grandparents,
his aunts and uncles, his cousins, his tea-
chers, his coaches, his camp counselors
and many others. They are all left with
sweet memories of Johnny’s wisdom, his
text messages and phone calls, his acts of
kindness and service, his competitive
nature, his long, messy curly hair that he
was so proud of after months of having
none and his big, infectious, beautiful
smile.

There are other images of Johnny that
will live forever in our hearts: Johnny, as
a two-year-old at a family gathering or
other party, running around, not liste-
ning and helping us all with our cardio
fitness. Johnny, as a toddler running as
fast as he could through the grass in the
back yard, looking back at his feet, ma-
king sure they were moving as fast as he
wanted them to. Johnny dressed up like
Rambo with shooting glasses, a shoo-
ting vest, a bandana and fully stocked
with a Nerf gun and bullets, ready for a
neighborhood-wide battle. Johnny, in
his baseball jersey, big chain, and neon
green cleats, on the mound, showing no
signs of panic, cool, calm, battling to get
another out. Johnny, with his basketball
jersey on and his favorite shoes, showing
off his dribbling skills and running up
and down the court with his best friends.
Johnny under center, #17, leading the of-
fense, barking out the count and making
sure everyone is in the right position.

Johnny dressed in a black hat, black
bandana and all black clothes, with
his friends, running throughout the

neighborhood on a warm summer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7f-
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Johnny & parents, John & Gillian

night, chasing each other through back
yards, laughing, yelling, playing “sneaks."
Johnny at Midway, racing his classmates
up the climbing wall, always checking to
make sure he was ahead. Johnny in the
backyard in one of his many jerseys, hat
on backwards, voice echoing through the
neighborhood, rallying everyone for a
no-holds-barred game of football or base-
ball... and also passionately arguing with
his friends about whether it was an out, a
home run, a catch, a fumble, a first down
or a touchdown.

Johnny at Moon Brook doing cannon
balls off the diving board, eating ice cream
with milk and chocolate all over his face,
or rough-housing with his friends in the
pool. Johnny and his friends sprawled
out on our living room floor, binders and
cases of sports and Pokemon cards eve-
rywhere, watching YouTube and movies
and playing video games, eating every
snack in the house, Lena’s pizza and
wings and ice cream. Johnny on the beach
in Florida, skin bronzed from the sun, bri-
ght red sunglasses, running sprints along
the water’s edge, building sandcastles,
snorkel on diving for sand-dollars, trying
to catch minnows in his net and testing
our hearts as he insisted on boogie boar-
ding and swimming way too far out from
shore. Johnny on the couch, relaxing with
his brother and sisters and a bowl of po-
peorn and an Orange Vanilla sparkling
water, enjoying family movie night on a
Friday night.

Johnny getting chemotherapy or radia-
tion in the morning in Buffalo or Cleve-
land, and then racing to the ball field in
time for his baseball game and making
it all look like a walk in the park. Johnny
at the front door with his friends, some
or all of them covered in mud, or dirt,
or sweat, or water from playing outside
all day, out of breath and all of them pas-
sionately begging for a sleepover at our
house or one of his brothers” houses. Be-
cause the time they spent together was
never enough.

These are the images Johnny left on our
.

hearts that can ne-
ver be taken away.

We miss Johnny
so much already.

L\ We know you

+ 1 5 do, too. We want
NORTHSID one more second
T R with him. One

more breakfast at
the counter. One
more trip to Erie.
One more vaca-
tion at the beach.
One more road
trip. One more
holiday. One
more kiss goodnight. One more family
dinner. One more neighborhood party:.
One more Bills game. One more toss of
the football. One more camp. One more
sleepover. One more practice. One more
game. One more strikeout. One more
double. One more steal. One more bas-
ket. One more goal. One more tackle.
One more touchdown. One more spec-
tacular play. One more clutch moment.
One more smile.

But God has even greater plans for John-
ny, beyond our understanding today.

And we take solace in knowing that after
Jesus was finished wrapping Johnny in his
arms, Johnny had so many dear friends
and family, so many special people, each
ready to welcome him to his eternal
peace.

As we told Johnny hundreds of times,

Johnny boy, we love you so much, we are
so proud of you, thank you for choosing
us as your mom and dad.

How do we adequately honor the person
who made our dreams come true ...

Every day with Johnny’s light still shi-
ning brightly in our hearts,

We honor Johnny by being more kind,
by having more fun,

by dreaming bigger,

by smiling wider,

by being more brave,

by loving more deeply,

by being a better friend, a better son,
daughter, father and mother,

by being more resilient,
by being more
like Johnny.

We loveyou 17.

Johnny & his uncle, Nate Ditonto

and grandfather, Guy Ditonto

Johnny & his grandparents,
John & Kathleen LaMancuso

BENEFIT

JOHNNY

MAY 17, 2026

1PM-5PM

@ SHAWBUCKS

212 W 2ND ST, JAMESTOWN,
NY 14701

JOINUSFORA

CHINESE AUCTION AND SILENT
AUCTION

AND MANY OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT THE

LAMANCUSO FAMILY
CASH BAR AND LIGHT SNACKS PROVIDED

!

HONORING




P-j,“.l'-\RAUGUJ. .-
S %
A

Ahira Hall Memorial Library (Brocton)
37 West Main St, Brockton 14716
716-792-9418 - www.ahirahall.org

Elglil
= Hours: M/W 1-8TU/TH 10-5 F 1-5 Sa 10-1

& Alexander Findley Community Library
i (Findley Lake)

2883 North Rd. Findley Lake 14736
716-769-6558 « www.findleylibrary.org
Hours: M/Sa 9-2TU/TH 1-7

Anderson- Lee Library (Silver Creek)
43 Main St. Silver Creek 14136
716-934-3468 - andersonleelibrary.org
Hours: M/TU 12-8 TH 10-8 F 12-5 Sa 10-2

Ashville Free Library

2200 N. Maple St. Ashville 14710
716-763-9906 - www.ashvillelibrary.com
Hours: M/T/W 9:30-7, TH/

F9:30-5 Sat 10-1

o Bemus Point Free Library

13 Main St. Bemus Point 14712
716-386-2274 - bemuspointlibrary.org
Hours: M/TU/F 10-5W 1-5TH 10-5 Sa 10-2
Storytime: Wed 10 am Toddlers

Book Club: 1st Mon. 6 pm

Clymer- French Creek Free Library

564 Clymer-Sherman Rd. Clymer 14724
O] 716-355-8823 « www.cfclibrary.org

Hours: M 9-12; 1-5W 10-4 F9-1; 3-6 Sa 9-2

Dunkirk Public Library

536 Central Ave. Dunkirk 14048
716-366-2511 « www.dunkirklibrary.org
Hours: M/TU/W/TH 10-7 F 10-3 Sa 10-2
Storytime: Tues. 11 am, Thurs. 11am
Book Club: 1st Thurs. 5:30 pm

Darwin R Barker Library Association
(Fredonia)

7 Day St Fredonia 14063

716-627-8051 « www.barkerlibrary.org
Hours: M/W/F 10-5TU/TH 1-6 Sa 10-2
Storytime: Mon. 10:30 am for
preschoolers, Tues. 4:15 pm all ages
Book Club: 4th Sat. 2 pm

Ellington Farman Library

760 Thornton Rd. Ellington 14732
716-287-2945 - www.ellingtonlibrary.org
Hours: M/TU/W/TH 11-7 Sa 10-1

Falconer Public Library

101 West Main St. Falconer 14733
716-665-3504 - www.falconerlibrary.org
Hours: M/TU/W/TH/F9-5 Sa 9-12

Fluvanna Free Library

3532 Fluvanna Ave. Ext Jamestown 14701
716-487-1773 - www.fluvannalibrary.org
Hours: M/TU/W/TH/F 10-5 Sa 10-2
(closed Dec-Feb)

Hazeltine Public Library (Busti)
891 Busti-Sugar Grove Rd Jamestown
716-487-1281 - www.hazeltinelibrary.org
Hours: M/W/F 1-7 TU/TH 10-5 Sa 10-1

James Prendergast Library
Association

509 Cherry St. Jamestown 14701
716-484-7135 - prendergastlibrary.org
Hours: M/TU/W/TH/F 9-7 Sa 10-4

Book Club: 2nd Wed. 5:30 (at Labyrinth)
Storytime: Tues.10:30am, Wed.
10:30am, Tues. 9:30 Lapsit (non-walkers)

Kennedy Free Library

649 Second St. Kennedy 14747
716-267-4265 - kennedyfreelibrary.org
Hours: TU/W/F 9-7TH 9-5 Sa 9-12

Lakewood Memorial Library

12 W Summit St. Lakewood 14750
716-763-6234 - www.lakewoodlibrary.org
Hours: M/TU 10-5 W/TH 10-7

F10-6 Sa 10-2

Mary E Seymour Memorial Library
(Cassadaga and Stockton)
Stockton Branch :

22 North Main St. Stockton 14784
Hours: TU/TH 12-6 Sa 10-2
(assadaga Branch:

18 Maple Ave Cassadaga 14718
Hours: M/W/F 12-6 Sa 10-2
716-595-3822
www.stocktonlibaries.org
Storytime: 2nd Sat. 11 am

Mayville Library

92 South Erie St Mayville 14757
716-753-7362 - mayvillelibrary.com
Hours: M 10-6 TU/F 11-5W 10-5

TU 11-7 Sa10-1

Minerva Free Library (Sherman)

116 Miller St. Sherman 14781
716-761-6378 - www.minervalibrary.org
Hours: M 10-4TU 3-8 TH 9-8 Sa 9-12

Myers Memorial Library (Frewsburg)
23 Ivory St Frewsburg 14738
716-569-5515 « www.myerslibrary.org
Hours: M/TU/W/TH/F 10-1; 3-6 Sa 10-2
Storytime: Thurs. 10 am

Book Club: After-hours book club 6pm

Patterson Library (Westfield)

40 South Portage St. Westfield 14787
716-326-2154 - www.pattersonlib.org
Hours: M/W/F 10-6 TU/TH 10-8 Sa 10-2
Storytime: Thurs. 10:15 am Ages 0-3 Fri.
10:30 am Ages 3-5

Book Club: Best Sellers BC 1st Tues. 6:30
pm, Book Talk 2nd Thurs 4pm, Mystery BC
3rd Wed. 4 pm

Ripley Public Library

64 W. Main St. Ripley 14775
716-736-3913 - www.ripleylibrary.org
Hours: M/W/F 10-5TU/TH 10-7:30 Sa 9-2
Storytime: Thurs. 10:15 am Ages 0-3 Fri.
10:30 am Ages 3-5

Book Club: First Monday 5:30 pm

Sindlairville Free Library

15 Main St. Sinclarville 14782
716-962-5885 « sinclairvillelibrary.org
Hours: M/TH 2-7W 9-5 F 10-4 Sa 10-1

Smith Memorial Library (Chautauqua)
21 Miller Ave Chautauqua 14755
716-357-6296
www.chq.org/visit/resources/smith-
memorial-library

Hours: Sept — June M 12-6 W/F 10-5 Sa
10-3 Su12-3

June 21- Aug 24 M/TU/W/TH/F 9-5 Sa 9-3
Su12-3
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\Westfield Native and Kentucky |Jerby
\Winner Focus of May 7 Program

Contributed by

Chautauqua County
Historical Society
he monthly Fireside Lecture
Seriesat the Patterson Library

continues on Thursday, May
7 with a presentation on

Vincent Powers, a native of Westfield
who went on to win the Kentucky
Derby. The lecture will be provided by
Randy Anderson, executive director of
the Chautauqua Sports Hall of Fame.

Vincent Powers was born in Westfield
in 1891 and became involved in
horse racing as a teenager. In 1909
and at the age of just 17, Powers rode
“Wintergreen” to victory in the 3Sth

annual Kentucky Derby. Anderson’s

presentation will share details on
Powers’ life, including how he went
from living in rural Western New York
to becoming the champion of the most
prestigious competition in all of horse

racing.

The
collaboration between the Chautauqua
County Historical Society and the

Fireside Lecture Series, a

Patterson Library, provides programs on
local and general history. The Vincent
Powers lecture will take place at 6 pm.
on May 7 at the library and is free and
open to the public.

To learn more about the Fireside
Lecture Series, visit CCHSMcClurg.org
or PattersonLib.org

SPECIAL EVENTS IN MAY

DUNKIRK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Thursday, May 7

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Miss Pam Appreciation Day! After
twenty-five years, Miss Pam is retiring
from the children’s room. All kids,
families, and now-grown individuals
who have fond memories with Pam
during Story Hour are encouraged to
stop in throughout the day to wish her
well.

DARWIN R BARKER LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION

Thursday, May 7 | 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Opening Reception for Segments,
Change, Order art exhibition

Fredonia’s Darwin R. Barker Library
is excited to announce its next local
art exhibition, "Segments, Chance,
Order—Mixed Media Sculpture by
Thomas Golya." Join the opening
reception for refreshments and talk
with the artist.

Golya's work has previously been
exhibited both locally and nationally in
the southwest and midwest. This will
be the first public showing of his work
in more than 30 years.

“Segments, Chance, Order” can also
be viewed during regular library hours
from May 7 to June 30.

MYERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Friday, May 15 | 10:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Medicare Neighborhood Meeting

Are you or a loved one enrolling in

Medicare this year? Are you new

to Medicare or retiring soon? No
matter your situation, | can help you
get answers to your Medicare plan
questions at a neighborhood meeting
with Annette K Gill.

Saturday, May 16 | 11:00 AM
Oyster Mushrooms Workshop

Make Oyster Mushrooms from
cardboard with local Mycologist Sam
Warren. In this workshop, we will
cover an easily replicable, affordable
method to turn our everyday waste
into a delicious, nutritious snack.
Everyone will leave with their own
bag of inoculated cardboard. All ages
welcome; children must have adult
supervision. Registration Required so
please contact the library to sign up!
director@myerslibrary.org

PATTERSON LIBRARY

Visit www.pattersonlibrary.org for a
full list of events or visit our FB page

Tuesdays | 1:00 PM -3:00PM
Adult Program - Cozy Crafters — work
on any handicraft

Saturdays | 10:30AM-11:30 AM
Chidren's Program -Lego Club

Thursday, May 7 | 4:00 PM
Teen and Tween Advisory Board

Thursday, May 7 | 6:00 PM
Adult Program - Fireside Lecture with
Randy Anderson CSHOF

Friday, May 8 | 4:00 PM-5:00PM
Adult Program -13 Walls with
Katherine Kepner

————— ——



Contributed by

Chautauqua-Cattaraugus
Library System

he The Prendergast Library
is one of the largest libraries
in the Chautauqua-Cattarau-
gus Library system. In 2025,
they had over 110,000 visitors and of-
fered over 1,100 programs to the com-
munity. A building rich in history, the
Prendergast library was a gift to the city

from Alexander Prendergast, the ci-
ty’s founder’s son, and his wife, Mary.
They commissioned its construction
in memory of their son, James. A.J.
Warner of Rochester was the architect
who designed and built the library
over an eleven-year period. On Janua-
ry 29th, 1880, the James Prendergast
Library Association of Jamestown was
established by a special act of the New
York State Legislature, and the doors
opened on December 1st, 1891. The
style of rounded arches, rock-faced ma-

Mother's Day

May 4, 2026

James Prendergast Library Association

sonry walls, the turret in the southeas-
tern corner, and the building's general
air of ruggedness are all defining fea-
tures of the style by America’s leading
19th-century architect, Henry Hobson
Richardson. The library underwent ex-
tensive changes in 1960 as services and
readership increased. The most recent
renovation was completed in the fall
of 2025, with a remodel of the front
doors, circulation desk, and children’s
room.

509 Cherry St, Jamestown, NY « 716-484-7135
info@prenderagstlibrary.org
www.prendergastlibrary.org

SPECIAL EVENTS IN MAY CONT.

Tuesday, May 12 | 5:30PM
Adult Program -Author visit with Philip
C. Laurien

Saturday, May 16 | 11:00AM
Chidren's Program - Learn about
sensory differences with Mrs. Matthews.
Registration is required

Tuesday, May 19 | 3:00PM
Chef Jim session focuses on French
cuisine

Friday, May 22 | 10:30AM
Family movie ‘Goat’ with free popcorn

Tuesday, May 26 | 3:00PM
Chidren's Program -Crochet & Crafter’s
Club

PRENDERGAST LIBRARY

To learn more, visit Prendergastlibrary.
org to view our programming calendar
or call 484-7135 ext. 2226

Tuesday, May 5 | 5:30 PM
UpcycleCHQ at Prendergast Library’s
Curiosity Club - Teen & Adult Patrons

Rethink Waste

During the month of May, Upcycle

will be helping patrons learn about
helping communities reduce waste,
unlock creativity, and create more
sustainable local systems. UpcycleCHQ
is a community initiative powered by
GreenClusta Technologies LLC.

Tuesday, May 5 | 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Tween Tuesday. Drop in to learn to play

Dungeons and Dragons, hang out, and
eat snacks! This program is intended for
ages 10-13

Wednesday, May 6 | 5:30 PM
Explore Kumihimo Braiding and
Bracelet Beading. We will be learning
how to use a traditional Japanese
form of braiding, using a handheld,
portable foam disc (marudai) to braid
embroidery thread in various patterns,
like round or spiral shapes. Teens and
adults (ages 14 and up) are invited to
attend. No registration needed.

Tuesday, May 12 | 5:30 PM
UpcycleCHQ at Prendergast Library’s
Curiosity Club - Teen & Adult Patrons

Reuse & Repair Week

Wednesday, May 15 | 4:30 PM - 6:00
PM

All-Ages Movie Night. Everyone is
invited to drop in, watch a movie, and
eat snacks. This month, we will be
showing Moana 2

Wednesday, May 16

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Make Pinch Pot Bunnies with Pearl

City Clayhouse Registration is required
due to limited available spots. No
experience needed, but patrons need
to be at least 14 years old to participate.
This program is funded by the Murray L.
Bob Education Initiative.

Tuesday, May 19 | 5:30 PM
UpcycleCHQ at Prendergast Library’s

Curiosity Club - Teen & Adult Patrons
Creative Upcycling

Tuesday, May 26 | 5:30 PM
UpcycleCHQ at Prendergast Library’s
Curiosity Club - Teen & Adult Patrons

Material Exchange & Showcase
RIPLEY LIBRARY:

Saturday, May 16 | 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
A wide selection of annuals, perennials,
vegetables, and houseplants will be
offered at very reasonable prices. In
addition to the plant sale, there will be a
wide variety of baked goods for sale, all
donated by local volunteers. Donations
of plants and baked goods can be
dropped off at the library on Friday, May
15th, from 9 AM to 5 PM. All proceeds
benefit the Ripley.

Tuesday, May 19 | 6:00 PM
History Lectures — Chautauqua Civilian
Conservation Corps Camp

The Civilian Conservation Corps was
a vital federal program established in
1933 to improve infrastructure and to
provide jobs for young men during
the Great Depression. Pam Brown is
the municipal historian for Panama,
Harmony, and North Harmony. She
is one of only two NYS Registered
Historians in Chautauqua County.

For information about programs at
Ripley Library, please call 716-736-3913
or email: director@ripleylibrary.org.!

If you haven’t been in the library for a
while, stop in to see the changes and
discover all the services that are on of-
fer. Other services beyond books and
DVDs include free programming for
all ages, 3D printing, tech help by ap-
pointment, meeting room space, and
printing/copying, to name a few. Make
sure to follow their Facebook page or
visit their website for all the great Sum-
mer Reading Programs for all ages. The
Prendergast staft can’t wait to welcome
you to the library.

9

BOARD MEETINGS:
All open to the public

Ahira Hall Memorial Library
3rd Friday of each month,
9:30 AM

Bemus Point Public Library
3nd Tuesday each month,
5:30 PM

Darwin R Barker Library
Association

3rd Wednesday of each month,
4:00 PM

Dunkirk Public Library
4th Tuesday of odd months,
4:15 pm

Hazeltine Public Library
4th Tuesday of each month,
5:30 PM

Myers Memorial
3rd Tuesday of Jan, Mar, May,
July, Sept, Nov, 6:30 PM

Patterson Library
2nd Thursday of Jan, Mar, May,
July, Sept, Nov, 7:00 PM

Prendergast Library
Association

3rd Thursday of even months,
5:15 PM

Ripley Public Library
4th Wednesday each month,
6:00 PM
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SEE YOU THERE!

THURSDAY, MAY 21T

SUNY FREDONIR
WILLIAMS CENTER

10:00AM-2:00PM

To Register visit:

Questions? Call:
716-753-4582

Mother's Day

https://chautauquacountyny.gov/CHQAgingExpo

75 + Vendors,
Shuttle from
parking lot 9A-
C,Basket
Raffle, and so
much more!

( )SNAP-Ed
New York

TAYE TIHE JAVE MOREY TAT SLALT

To request a reasonable accommodation
or transportation assistance,
please indicate on the on-line

registration form.

LUNCH + DINNER « COCKTAILS
PRIVATE BANQUET FACILITIES

ELLE-VIEW

EAST
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

&

2 CMGM& fl)ay

s, Serving 12:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Eat-in or Take-Out & Children’s Menu Available

Prime Rib Au Jus
K Chicken & Biscuits
Kei, Roast Pork Dinner
) X 4 Meat & Cheese Lasagna

A Z7M)

f Open Face Crab Stuffed Fish
with Asparagus & Alfredo

e Plus Full Dinner Menu
Reservations Appreciated

»'.4
I

N
N \
\Er e

7 East Main Street « Falconer, New York « 716-665-3520

[

More Than A Definition: On Mothers

Continued from Front Page

fear while caring for their families.
Some mothers face difficulties with
conception and carry the grief of loss

with them every day.

There are so many issues that mothers
across the globe face day in and day
out - we couldn’t possibly name them
all here.

Mother’s Day is one day on the
calendar that we collectively set
aside to honor
mothers.  We
might take our
mothers out to
brunch; perhaps
we'll pick up
some  flowers
and spend a
lovely  Spring
day  together.
It is, of course,
right and good to
celebrate Mother's Day and honor our
mothers for all they have done for us.
It is important to take the time to give
them a glimpse of the joy, devotion
and love they have provided us and

how much it means to us.

However, we must not forget that
this day also brings heaviness to the
hearts of many: the grief of a lost
loved one, the pain felt for a child so
dearly desired but never born and
the struggles of mothers who have
endured infertility. This may well be
a difficult day for many for a myriad
of reasons. Keeping that in mind, let
us celebrate mothers as they should
be celebrated, but also gently hold
space for those whose
day may be tinged with

sadness.

To be a mother is to
carry both joy and
ache, often at the same
time, often in silence.
It is a role shaped not
by a single definition,
but by a thousand lived
On this
Mother’s Day, may we

experiences.

honor all mothers, including the ones
who are grieving, longing, healing or
simply enduring. May we meet them
all with the same quiet understanding:
that motherhood, in all its forms, is

both tender and immense.

L. Cornell and Company, LLC




Mother's Day

Older Americans Month: Older
Americans Month Celebrated with
Annual Expo at SUNY Fredonia

Contributed by

Ellen Colasuonno
MS RDN/ Nutrition & Wellness Educator
Chautauqua County Office for Aging

Each May, communities nationwide
observe Older Americans Month, a
tradition established in 1963 under
President John F. Kennedy to reco-
gnize the contributions and lasting
impact of older adults. Locally, that
celebration will take shape on Thurs-
day, May 21st, 2026, with the annual
CHQAging Expo and Conference at
the Williams Center on the campus of
State University of New York at Fredo-

nia.

“ Q.

The event will take place
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and is open to older
adults,

and  their
throughout the county.

caregivers,

families

A highlight of the day is the
exhibition hall where local Com-

munity Based Organizations (CBOs)
participate in a community vendor fair
by sharing information about heal-
th and wellness programs, financial
and legal services, housing and trans-
portation options, caregiver support
service, and public benefits. This is
a great opportunity to ask questions
directly with representatives, gather
materials and learn what services are
available close to home. No registra-

tion is required for browsing the ex-
hibition hall.

In addition to the vendor exhibitions,
educational breakout sessions will
take concurrently offered in 8 class-
rooms around the perimeter of the
exhibition hall at 10:30 AM, 11:30

vA 2

AM, and 1 PM. Topics include Dia-
betes Education, Scam Prevention,
Money Management, Medicare 101,
Medicare Fraud, Legal Planning, Falls
Prevention, Pain Management, 10 Nu-
trition Tips, and more! Registration
is recommended to reserve your
spot in these popular informational
sessions. Walk-ins will be welcome if

space is available.

The annual expo is designed to make

accessing information easier by
bringing a wide range of services to-
gether in one convenient location. It
also creates a space for attendees to
connect, learn, and discover programs
that support independent,

%*;)é health, and well-being.

Mark your calendars
for May 21st and
plan to join us in ce-
lebrating Older Ame-
ricans Month at our
Annual CHQAging Expo
and Conference. To register
visit: Chautauquacountyny.gov/
CHQAgingExpo. If you don’t have a
device, call NY Connects at 716-753-
4582 and one of our staff can help you
register at this link. Transportation
assistance can be requested through

the registration link.

Check out our website at https://chg-
gov.com/office-aging to see all the pro-
grams and services offered. Chautau-
qua County Office for Aging Services
offers Nutrition & Wellness programs
to support you in your journey toward
total wellness. Call NY Connects at
716-753-4582 for more details and in-
formation about any of the Nutrition
and Wellness programs provided by
Chautauqua County Office for Aging

Services.
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A Mother’s Day Tribute to a Very Special Mom

Continued from Front Page

When I think back to my early days as
Gillian's mom, I recall a couple of trips
to the ER, one for a febrile seizure and
another time for stitches on her chin
after a playground fall. Then there was
9/11, and the need to reassure her and
her brother that the world was not filled
with hate and that being kind and caring
was important in all aspects of our lives.
Those incidents, while scary and etched
into my memory, seem trivial now com-
pared to the gravity of the challenges
that Gillian faced with Johnny’s cancer:
the initial diagnosis, treatments, tests,
imaging results, painful cries, countless
meetings with doctors and clinicians,
time away from her other very young
children, days and nights of tears and
holding onto hope and praying for a mi-
racle. All of these will continue to shape
her life as she finds ways to hold her grief
and channel it to help her family and
others facing similar situations.

I saw in Gillian a mom who made sure
Johnny could participate as much as
possible in the life of his siblings despite
his declining health. Earlier this year,
when Johnny’s two sisters were playing
basketball in the Upward program,
Johnny wanted to go watch the game
and see some of his buddies who had
been teammates in prior years. Since he
could no longer walk, it was a challenge
on a snowy day to get him into the car
and to the venue. I watched as Gillian
carefully placed Johnny in his wheel-

chair and proudly pushed him into the
gym. He lit up as people greeted him.
Gillian knew he needed to be there, and
she smiled as he talked with other kids
and adults as well.

In the days and weeks that followed, I
observed Gillian lovingly assisting John-
ny with his daily care and sitting and
lying close to him, soaking up precious
moments. She did so with such grace
and care, providing comfort and love
to her son, knowing as only a mother
could, that his time on Earth was co-
ming to an end.

Johnny’s passing is still so raw, and
words that could cushion the blow are
difficult to find. For Gillian, on this
upcoming Mother’s Day, I have found
some of the words from the Sereni-
ty Prayer to be comforting to me, and
hope they also provide some comfort to
her as we grieve the loss of our shining
star, Johnny LaMancuso.

“O God, grant me the serenity to ac-
cept the things I cannot change...
Accepting hardships as the pathway
to peace.” (Reinhold Niebuhr, Author)

-A post-script: Because this was written
specifically as a tribute to Johnny’s
Monm, I still need to acknowledge the
relentless research, time, effort, love and
faith that Johnny’s Dad provided to his
son. That is a story for another day.

Johnny & his Grammie
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ChautauquaVintage

Antique and Vintage ltems

ESTATE SALE

33 Lori Lane . Frewsburg, NY

Wed, May 6, 12-6 - Thurs, May 7, 9-6
Fri, May 8, 9-5

Join us as we remember Donna and Nancy
this Mother’s day weekend, sharing
& offering their treasures with a fun
combined shopping experience!

See link or scan QR Code
for details and pictures
https:/Mww.estatesales.net/NY/Frewsburg/14738/4901424

Sale conducted by
ChautauquaVintage
Cecelia B. Rhodes

Find us on Facebook & Instagram
Numbers are given at 1lam Wed

cnosel@yahoo.com (716) 450-5492

Prices not given ahead of sale

N\ s

Steve Latone, Owner

&
7 Painting Unlimited

of Jamestown, Inc.

QUALITY YOU CAN SEE.
RELIABILITY YOU CAN TRUST.

Now Offering:

- Epoxy Floor Coatings - protective concrete
coatings for basements, garages, patios,
restaurants, and commercial space.

« Interior painting & exterior painting, drywall
repair, wood refinishing, pressure washing,
restoration & more!

Committed to quality workmanship,
dependable service, and customer satisfaction.

Call today for a FREE estimate!
716-484-2380

Serving Jamestown and surrounding areas
paintingunlimited@wny.twcbc.com

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Mother's Day

L. Cornell and Company, LLC
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CHAUTAUQUA REGION COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION PARTNERS WITH
COMMUNITY HEART & SOUL® TO
DEEPEN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Contributed by

Chautauqua Region
Community Foundation

Chautauqua Region Community Foun-
dation and Community Heart & Soul®
have announced a new partnership to
strengthen communities across the
Chautauqua Region by expanding access
to a proven, resident-driven approach to
community engagement.

Community Heart & Soul engages the
entire population of a town in iden-
tifying what they love most about their
community, what future they want for it,
and how to achieve it. Designed for small
cities and towns with populations up to
30,000, the process helps communities
listen at scale, build trust, and translate
residents’ stories into shared priorities
that help guide decisions over time.

Combining Community Heart & Soul’s
resident-driven approach with Chau-
tauqua Region Community Founda-
tion’s local relationships, expertise, and
resources, the partnership aims to leave
a lasting impact on communities across
the Chautauqua Region by helping re-
sidents and local leaders come together
around what matters most. Through
this partnership, the Chautauqua Re-
gion Community Foundation will uti-
lize the Community Heart & Soul mo-
del to help communities engage more
people, listen to a broad range of local
voices, and turn what residents share into
clear priorities that can guide future ac-
tion.

“We are honored to partner with Com-

munity Heart & Soul to engage with
our community in new and meaningful
ways,” said Tory Irgang, Executive Direc-
tor of the Chautauqua Region Commu-
nity Foundation. “Moving beyond grant-
making into community partnership and
capacity building is a goal for the Chau-
tauqua Region Community Foundation
and Community Heart & Soul is making
that goal a reality”

Mark Sherman, President of Communi-
ty Heart & Soul, shared his enthusiasm
for the collaboration, “We’re excited to
partner with Chautauqua Region Com-
munity Foundation to support commu-
nity engagement in southwestern New
York. When residents take the time to
listen deeply and act on what matters

most, they build a strong foundation for
the future.”

About Community Heart & Soul
Community Heart & Soul, a nonprofit or-
ganization, builds stronger, healthier, and
more economically vibrant small cities and
towns across the United States. In addition
to promoting the Community Heart & Soul
model, the organization trains and supports
a nationwide network of certified coaches
who provide training and guidance to over
130 communities.

About Chautauqua Region Commu-
nity Foundation

Chautauqua Region Community Founda-
tion partners with its community to ignite
positive change and create legacies of impact
in the Chautauqua region. CRCF was es-
tablished in 1978 by visionary community
leaders who were committed to creating
a vibrant region where every resident feels
connected and has the opportunity to thrive.
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« STAMPED CONCRETE -
« COLORED CONCRETE -
« PRESSURE WASHING -
« CONCRETE SEALING -

Driveways  Patios « Steps
Brick & Block Walls « Free Estimates
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"HAPPY WIFE, HAPPY LIFE"
JEFF ALLEN COMES TO
JAMESTOWN

Contributed by

Chautauqua Lake Region
Men of Integrity

Humor is healthy. That seems to be
common knowledge. This is triply
true when the humor is clean and
God-honoring. That is one reason
that the Chautauqua Lake Region
Men of Integrity (CLRMI) is bringing
comedian Jeff Allen to the Reg Lena
Center for the Arts in Jamestown
on Friday, May 15 for a 7 pm.
performance.

Jeft Allen is noted for many things. His
Happy Wife, Happy Life® message of a
marriage gone wrong and redeemed has
given laughter and encouragement to
millions of people. Jeff s comedy drives
home the humor in everyday family
life and the joy derived from a healthy
marriage. Jeff combines clean, hilarious
humor like no other comedian working
today. Besides performing at corporate
functions and fundraisers, he regularly
appears on television and radio across
the country. Jeff has been featured on
America’s Got Talent, Netflix, Amazon,
Dry Bar Comedy, PureFlex, Huckabee,
Warner Bros., Bananas, Apostles of
Comedy, Thou Shalt Laugh, and
numerous other networks and shows.
Consistently making heroes out of
meeting planners, Jeff provides world-
class comedy. With over 400 million
video views on YouTube and Facebook,
he is a comedian and viral sensation!

The CLRMI has been bringing men
Their
mission is to equip men for a lifestyle

together for three decades.

of Christlikeness at home, at church,
in the workplace and the community.
This ministry is centered in Jamestown
but draws men from a three-county
area. -- Four times each year they hold

a breakfast gathering for fellowship,

worship, and for the impartation of
Biblical teaching. Each year they also
sponsor special events that can include
spouses (like the Jeff Allen event).

Camp facilities such as Mission
Meadows have been utilized for a
day of outdoor activities for the men
followed by an evening meal and
program that includes spouses.

Over the years, CLRMI has filled
up the Reg Lena Center for the Arts
in Jamestown with speakers such as
Patrick Morley (founder of Man in
the Mirror Ministries), Kevin Leman,
They
also packed out the JCC gymnasium

and Comedian, Ken Davis.

when they brough Darryl and Tracy
Strawberry to our region to speak and
teach on overcoming drug addiction
and on marriage.

Later this year, on October 10, the
CLRMI will be sponsoring a Promise
Keepers gathering called, “Wake Up
Call” This will be like a “pep-rally” to
get on board with the 30th anniversary
“Stand in the Gap” gathering on The
National Mall in Washington, DC that
will take place in the Fall of 2027. Our
CLRMI took ten buses of men to the
“Stand in the Gap” back in 1997.

One of their special events in 2026 is fast
approaching when comedian Jeff Allen
comes to Jamestown. Our CLRMI are
hoping that the Reg Lenna Center for
the Arts will be filled to capacity for this
very special evening with Jeff. Tickets
have been selling, but there are still
some available from www.ci.ovationtix.
com/36182/production/1265995  or
call 716-484-7070.

Since 2003, the Chautauqua Lake
Region Men of Integrity has operated
under the umbrella of The Better
Place, Inc.

Affordable Living. Career Opportunities.
Appealing Quality of Life.

Chautauqua County has all of this and more.
Find out for yourself!

2
ﬂi:ﬁﬁl
Ao

Discover the benefits of living in Chautauqua County.

visit LiveCHQ.org
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Family Owned . Since 1924
Fresh Produce . Deli . Specialty Groceries

Daily Lunch Specials!

375 Livingston Ave - Jamestown NY
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Every Tuesday is Seniors Day!
5% off for Senior Citizens!

Creat Sdlectiion & Priless
MWﬂm@s&ﬂ

PLEASE JOIN US!

Rev. Dan Soderberg

"The Power of Parenting"

Sunday Service 10:00 am
First Covenant Church ¢ 520 Spring Street, Jamestown

To know Christ and make Him known
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Peterson Fa rm

FLUVANNA AVE
Starting May 1st Open Every day 10-6

Full Greenhouse Selection
Annuals - Perennials - Hanging Baskets,
Vegetable Plants - Soils - Mulches
Gift Shop - Cuba Cheese - XL Eggs
Local Till Top Creamery Milk
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COME JOIN US

FOR CINCO DE MAYO!

Open Monday-Saturday
TTam-8pm

212 N Main St - Jamestown, New York 14701 - (716) 661-9517
www.thetaco.co

Visit Our two Locations

273 E Fairmount Ave 3946 NY-3
Lakewood, NY 14701 Liverpool, NY 13090
Open Monday to Saturday Open Monday to Sunday

11:00 - 9:00
Sunday 11:00 - 8:00

11:00am -10:00pm

lacocinaclay.com

Mother's Day

L. Cornell and Company, LLC
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Step Into an Evening of Inspiration,
Creativity, and Community Impact
at CASA of Chautauqua County’s 18th
Annual “Come to the Table” Fundraiser

Table Name: Md-Century Breakfast
Designers: Deb Eck and members of Pearl City Clay House

Contributed by

CASA of Chautauqua
County

Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Chautauqua County invites
the public to an unforgettable evening of
artistry, generosity, and celebration at its
18th Annual Come to the Table fundrai-
ser, taking place Thursday, May 14 at the
Chautauqua Harbor Hotel in Celoron,
NY. Doors open at 5:00 p.m., with the
lively and highly anticipated live table au-
ction beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Hosted at the scenic Chautauqua Har-
bor Hotel, a new backdrop for this year’s
event, this signature evening transforms
the experience into an immersive cele-
bration where creativity meets compas-
sion—and every table tells a story.

Guests will enjoy an engaging night
featuring hors d’oeuvres, live entertain-
ment by members of the Jamestown
High School Chamber Orchestra, raffles,
door prizes, and the excitement of a live
auction unlike any other in the region.
Tickets are available for $20 at the door
or in advance at chautauquacasa.com,
and the public is warmly encouraged to
attend.

At the heart of the event is the live table
auction, where beautifully curated tables-
capes—designed and donated by local
CASA supporters—become works of
art that guests can bid on and take home.
This year’s themes span imagination and
nostalgia, including “Staycation” by Ca-
sey Foti and Dianne Foti, “Blind Date
with a Book” by Jacki Crosby, “Camping-
palooza” by Julie Ambrose, “The Imagi-
nation Station” by Lisa Allenson, “Sip,
Slice and Savor” by Mark and Michelle
Saxton, “Northwest Arena/The Zone”
by Tonja Rinaldo, “Sogno Rustico” by
Raven & Thorn, “Second Hand Rose” by
Shari Jamieson, “ Come into the Garden”
by Deb Eck and Friends. Plus, there are
many more creative surprises waiting to

be discovered.

Among the evening’s featured auction
highlights is a 7-night stay in a private
Myrtle Beach condo, offering sun-
soaked relaxation just steps from dining,
shopping, golf, and entertainment. Re-
turning as a guest favorite is the unforget-
table “Heroes Dinner with Jamestown
Fire Department” tablescape, where the
highest bidder and 11 guests will enjoy
a homemade spaghetti dinner at Station
One Firehouse, prepared and served by
local firefighters, followed by an exclusive
firehouse tour.

New this year, the dazzling “Wicked
Divas of Disney” tablescape brings
villainous elegance to life, inspired by
Disney’s most iconic characters. This
immersive experience also includes four
tickets to “Aladdin” on Broadway, making
it one of the evening’s most sought-after
auction items.

Throughout the night, CASA will
proudly honor outstanding individuals
and partners whose dedication streng-
thens advocacy for children in Chau-
tauqua County. The Donna Vanstrom
Volunteer of the Year Award will be pre-
sented to Samantha Cashmore in reco-
gnition of her extraordinary dedication
to child advocacy and to Bob Rogers
for his exceptional volunteer service and
outstanding leadership on the CASA
Board, both of whom have made a las-
ting impact on the children and families
served by the program. The Mary Rogers
Heart of CASA Award will be given to
Nancy and Steve Wickmark in honor of
their deep passion for CASA’s mission
and their unwavering commitment to
supporting its work on behalf of vulne-
rable children. The Robert (Bob) Sch-
nizler Justice for Children Award will be
presented to the Chautauqua County
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices in appreciation of their strong colla-
borative partnership and steadfast com-
mitment to ensuring that foster children

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10)




Mother's Day

(

Peace, Hope and Joy with Linda Kent

\

MOTHER'S HEART

Featured Writer
Linda Kent

dles, the chaos, the love freely given;

Ilove being a mom. I loved the cud-
especially when the kids were small.
Little children give their love so easily.
Their sloppy kisses and sticky hugs more

than make up for the mess and stress of
running around after them.

We all know there’ll be a time when
they’ll break our heart, but it doesn’t stop
us from loving them. It did surprise me
how early my youngest one broke mine,

though.

His siblings were already in school. He
had his year at home alone with me and
was so excited to go to school, just like his
brother and sister. He was finally going
to kindergarten! He excitedly picked out

his backpack and his lunch box. He prac-
ticed climbing the bus steps on round up
day. He was so ready to go and chattered
about it almost non-stop.

Morning, the first day of school. Pictures
were taken. I didn’t notice it at the time,
but after, I could see the distress increase
on his face and his smile become forced in
each picture. The bus came and with a fi-
nal hug and wave, the kids clambered on.
The older two walked back a few rows,
waved as they sat down. He topped the
stairs, turned into the first seat, pressed
his little face against the window and
stared forlornly directly into my heart.

I burst into tears as the bus pulled away
and cried all morning. I don't think I've
ever felt anyone’s eyes in my soul the way
I felt my son’s that day. The sadness in
them that a big change had just occurred
and things would never be the same. He
recognized it and wanted to make sure
I knew it too. It's a memory I will never
forget.

I had a moment like that with my other
children, too, a moment that changed my
heart profoundly. Each child touches our
mother’s heart in ways that change us for-
ever. I would have it no other way.

J
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o Gift Boutique

® Open Monday thru Saturday @ 11am
111 W. 3rd Street * Jamestown,

Stop in to see what’s new!

Mother’s Day gift!

® &6 &6 06 06 06 06 06 06 06 0 0 0 0 o

NY ¢ 716-489-3003

www.dotsgiftboutique.com f

Unique, quality apparel, accessories & gifts
for Chautauqua’s most trendy women.

Hours Open:

Tuesday-Thursday 11-5
Friday 11-4 « Saturday 10-4

www.cottonthistle.com

Tuesday-SundaySlam37pmy716-680-8126

LS

SHORT DRIVE FOR HUGE SAVINGS!

ITROYER’S
(OGREENHOUSE

and Garden Center

GET YOUR FLOWER BASKETS FOR MOM HERE!

716-782-4887
Open Mon-Sat 8-6
Closed Sundays

1669 Weeks Rd « Panama, NY 14767

May 4, 2026 1 5

BEDDING FOR LESS
FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU

SLEEP SHE DESERVES!

10 West Main St - Fredonia
716-672-4140

178 Blackstone Ave - Jamestown
716-665-2247

135 E. Fairmount Ave - Lakewood
716-763-5515

312 Second Ave - Warren, PA
814-723-1892
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CHAUTAUQUA REGION

QUILT GUILD TO MEET

The Chautauqua Region Quilt Guild’s monthly meeting will be Wednesday,
May 13 at the Busti 5 Corners Community Church at the 5 corners across
from the fire department. Our program this month is being presented
by Judy Sharer from Warren and Corry, PA. Ms Sharer writes historical
romance/family-saga series with a thread of quilting throughout the story.
Her first series of four books are: Settler’s Life, Second Chance Life, Civil
War Life, and Love-Challenged Life. All 4 books can be borrowed through
the Chautauqua-Cattaraugus Library System (https://catalog.cclsny.org/).
She will be bringing a trunk show of her quilting and will discuss different
techniques used as she did most as self-taught. Her trunk show will have
something for everyone attending. Possibly learning a bit about being
an author as well.. Refreshments are served 6:00-6:30 with our meeting

\beginning promptly at 6:30. Visitors and new members are always welcome. f-
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Delivery Available
via Door Dash

) Jesnns 4

4" ST CAFE

Join us for Mother’s Day Breakfast & Lunch
Sunday 6am-2pm
Breakfast & Lunch « Open Daily till 2pm

e Daily Specials Available « Breakfast Served All Day
« Daily Homemade Soup

S -

112 E. 4TH ST. - DUNKIRK, NY
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Blackstone Advanced Technologies Runs On Heart, Resilience

eather Blackstone, co-owner of
Blackstone Advanced Technologies,
works in metal fabrication by day,

but also takes pride in being a full-time, fully
engaged mom as well.

“Being a mom and a business owner aren’t
just roles 1 balance—they’re the two biggest
sources of pride and purpose in my life,”
Heather said. “I co-own and operate two
metal fabrication companies (total of 170
team members) here in Chautauqua County
with my hushand, and every day I'm reminded that raising strong, kind boys and
building a strong, values-driven company both require consistency, resilience and
heart.”

Heather with sons Carter & Arie

She said being a mother has instilled many lessons over the years, which has
inspired her business. “Motherhood has taught me how to lead with empathy,
think long-term and stay grounded in what matters most,” she said. “I'm
constantly inspired to make our businesses not only excellent at what we do, but
also meaningful places to work—where team members feel supported and valued,
just like I want our children to feel at home.”

While Heather enjoys entrepreneurship, she always remembers her family is her
firm foundation. “I want my kids to grow up in a community where they see both
their parents working hard, giving back and showing up—not just for the bottom
line, but for our people and neighbors,” she said. “Being a mom makes me a better
business owner, and owning these businesses pushes me to be the kind of mom [
want to be.”

BLACKSTONE

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES

86 Blackstone Avenue, Jamestown New York 14701
www.blackadvtech.com ¢ 716-665-5410
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(3% Sally A. Jaroszynski %

o‘z Serving the families of Chautauqua County
with diligence, compassion, and respect .

or more than three decades, Sally’s law

practice has been rooted in a simple

but powerful commitment: serving the
families of Chautauqua County with diligence,
compassion, and respect. As a matrimonial and
family law attorney, she has had the privilege
of standing beside individuals during some
of the most challenging and transformative
moments of their lives—moments that demand
not only legal guidance, but understanding and
humanity.

Sally with her daughters, Hannah & Kathryn

This Mother’s Day, Sally finds herself reflecting
not only on her professional journey, but also
on the personal one that has unfolded alongside it. Building a private practice while raising
two daughters was, at times, a delicate balancing act. Long hours, difficult cases, and the
emotional weight that comes with family law were constants in her home. Yet, in the midst of
that, there was also a shared sense of purpose—an understanding that the work being done was
meaningful, and that it mattered.

Sally’s daughters grew up witnessing firsthand what it means to advocate for others. They saw
the importance of listening without judgment, of standing firm in the face of adversity, and of
working toward solutions that protect and strengthen families. Those lessons, she believes,
helped shape the women they have become today.

Looking back, Sally sees how deeply intertwined her roles as an attorney and a mother have
been. The same values that guide her work—compassion, perseverance, and advocacy—are the
ones she hoped to instill athome. And in turn, her experience as a mother has only strengthened
her ability to connect with and represent the families she serves.

This Mother’s Day, Sally is grateful—for her family, for her clients, and for the opportunity to
continue doing work that she believes in. Supporting families is not just her profession; it has
been a lifelong calling, both in and out of the office.

info@jaroszynskilas

Tel: 716.720.5300 i 16072005077

szynski, Esq.

20 W, Thard Street, Suite 6
Jamesrown, NY 14701

Mom-Trepreneurs

(4" Heather Turner ﬂ\ -

L. Cornell and Company, LLC

Spotlighting Mom-Trepreneurs who juggle
it all—building their dreams, raising their
families, and uplifting our community.

s Julie Ambrose % )

Take the time, do it well, and make it meaningful! .

o

ulie Ambrose, owner of St. Elmo

Spa, has built her business with

a clear understanding of how
much people need space to slow
down and take care of themselves;
something she knows firsthand
as both a mother and a business
owner.

She has grown the spa into a
place clients return to not just for
services, but for the personal and
consistent experience grounded
in genuine care. From skincare
treatments to therapeutic services,
the focus is always on meeting
people where they are and helping
them feel their best.

e
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Julie with husband Bob,

. . . and children from left: Riley, Alyssa & Madelyn
Julie brings that same mindset to v g

how she runs her business and creates a supportive environment for her
team while staying closely connected to her clients. Her involvement
in the community reflects that as well, with a steady commitment to
giving back and staying engaged locally.

The approach at St. Elmo Spa is simple: take the time, do it well, and
make it meaningful.

i EheSpn -
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www.stelmospa.com | 716-357-2224
1 Pratt Avenue « Chautauqua, NY 14722
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Bringing your ideas to life!

or Nicki Nearhoof, ownership of
Hae Jude Custom Signs and Apparel
is more than a business. It's a

continuation of a story born in creativity
and craftsmanship.

Based in Silver Creek and proudly serving
Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, and Erie
counties for more than 25 years, Hae Jude
has long been a trusted name in decorated
apparel, signage, logo design, and custom-
built online apparel stores. When Nicki
purchased the business from its original
founder, Judy Hilliker, she stepped into
that legacy with intention. Now in her sixth year of ownership, she continues to carry it
forward by honoring what was built while developing what comes next.

Amy with children
Anthony, Lucy, and Joseph

Alongside her husband Tim, a fellow local business owner, Nicki is raising their young twin
daughters with a deep commitment to hard work, faith, and integrity. These values are
woven into every aspect of their lives and into the heart of the business. Creativity is not
just a service for Nicki; it’s a way to help others bring their ideas to life, whether for a
business, an organization, or a neighbor with a vision.

As Hae Jude continues to grow, it is entering an exciting new chapter. A new storefront
at 1040 Route 5 & 20 in Irving, next to Aunt Millie’s Restaurant, along with a newly
built production space closer to home, marks the next step in that journey. With strong
roots and a clear sense of purpose, Nicki and her family look ahead with gratitude and
determination, ready to continue serving their community and building on a foundation

more than a quarter century in the making.
o P
& 7
. S

sOMs/g
m
716-934-4840

HAE JUDE 1040 Route 5 & 20 - Irving NY

haejude.com
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In her father’s footsteps, an inspiration for her daughters

ince entering the industry in
2008 and becoming owner of
Gary N. Johnson Insurance
in 2016, Robin has built her career
with a strong sense of purpose
influenced as much by motherhood
as by experience.

Raising a family has informed

how she leads in everything with
patience, adaptability, and a strong
belief that relationships are her
first priority. It's also shaped the culture of her agency. In the early days,
her children were often by her side, sometimes right at the office, an
experience she now considers one of the most meaningful parts of her
journey. Even today, they remain a visible part of her world, a reflection
of how closely her work and home life are intertwined.

Robin with children
Finley 6, Billie 4 & Sophie 8

Licensed in New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Vermont, Robin brings
nearly two decades of experience to the clients she serves. Her approach
is focused on trust, consistency, and helping families protect what
matters most.

Mother's Day

Robin Kiendl,

Gary N. Johnson Qe ey

Insurance fAgency

Home - Auto - Umbrella - Recreational Vehicles - Business

800 Fairmount Ave. « Suite A - Jamestown, NY 14701
p. 716.483.5525 . f. 716.664.0933 - robin@garynjohnsoninsurance.com

/ym ». Jessica Parment @

Sip N’ Suds: Shining Bright, One Vehicle at a Time

t Sip N’ Suds, Jessica Parment
Abrings a fierce work ethic and a

mother’s devotion to the art of
vehicle detailing. From ceramic coatings
to paint correction and professional
undercoating, her business is all about
helping vehicles shine. Behind the gleam
of a freshly cleaned car is a woman who
knows that balancing grit and grace is the
real polish.

Jessica’s journey into entrepreneurship
wasn't just about business—it was about
necessity. With a daughter who faced
serious medical challenges at a young age, Jessica needed flexibility more than
anything. “Being self-employed gives me the flexibility to build my own schedule and
make sure that I can be there for my daughter whenever she needs me,” she said. That
same adaptability defines her work-life rhythm today. While her daughter’s at school,
Jessica’s in the garage, bringing vehicles back to life.

Jessica with daughter xxx

Her message to other moms considering their own path? “It’s incredibly difficult, but
it gives you the freedom to not only pursue your dreams, but to also build your family
time to how you see fit,” Jessica said. She reminds fellow mompreneurs not to drown
in the to-do list. “The invoices will still be there tomorrow. Don’t miss out on your
children growing up ... make sure to prioritize the most important part of life, the
people you love.”

If your car could use some love, Sips and Suds is ready to deliver professional care—
with a mother’s touch.

3 1. s O
D; Sip N” Suds

UNDERCOATING AND MORE!

716-581-0844
.. 4139 Lawson Road - Jamestown, NY
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Bringing Color, Joy and Connection

im Carlson, owner of Pea Pod and
Kjuniper, turned a personal journey

through loss and COVID into a
vibrant space for creativity, beauty, and
community. Carlson founded the flower
and gift shop as a place to bring color, joy,
and connection to Lakewood, Jamestown,
and the surrounding areas. Named
after her granddaughters, Penelope and
Juniper, the shop holds deep personal
meaning centered on family.

“I knew that I was craving colorful, I was
craving retail therapy... I was craving
creativity,” Carlson said. “I needed to work
on beautiful things, and I knew it was time to make a change and that’s when I opened
the store.”

Kim with granddaughters
Penelope & Juniper

Pea Pod and Juniper offers custom floral arrangements, subscriptions, and event
services, along with a curated selection of gifts, all with a personal touch. Carlson
emphasizes that every customer interaction is meaningful: “It's more personal...you're
getting a personalized experience and there’s a person that answers the phone, there’s
aperson that will call you back.”

Beyond flowers, Carlson has expanded into a year-round holiday store, acting as a hub
for artistry, color, and good feelings. Through her business, she also gives back to the
community and supports local causes.

For Carlson, the shop isn't just a place filled with beautiful flowers. It's a space for
building experiences and memories. “There’s just a good feeling in that building...my

”

head and heart say ‘1 want more of this.

PEA&P@@

716.526.1081
141 Chautauqua Avenue + Lakewood, NY

Follow Sip N’ Suds on Faceb_opk!

B

B s

ppjflowerslakewood.com

C/M( Amy Martis ﬁ A

LakeLife Flexlblllty and Family

my Martis, owner of Lake Life Cafe
Am Bemus and Lake Life Kitchen

in Lakewood, is the proud mother
of three wonderful kiddos - Anthony (17),
Lucy (15) and Joseph (13). While managing
restaurants that serve delicious breakfasts,
lunches and delectable coffee wasn't her
first career, it certainly has fit her family
life.

“Prior to having children, I was a high
school math teacher but resigned from
teaching once I had Joseph,” Amy said.
“While I loved teaching math, I knew that I
wanted more of a flexible schedule - owning our own business allows me that flexibility
while allowing me to use my creativity and vision to its fullest.”

Amy with children
Anthony, Lucy, and Joseph

Amy said the reason she loves being a mompreneur is that it allows her the freedom to
engage and be present in the activities and events that her family enjoys.

“l am their ‘mom uber’ and their biggest fan,” she said. “My kids have also learned so
much through our business ownership: ranging from how to do dishes to how to manage
the finances. I am proud to say our family lives by the slogan ‘work hard - play hard’
while enjoying every minute.”

Amy encouraged other moms who are looking to start a business to “take that leap,” but
warned there will be bumps along the way. “Balancing everything won’t always happen
and you have to understand that as flexible as it may seem - there will be times that your
business must come first.”

22 Main Street
Bemus Point, NY 14712
www.lakelifecafe.com

4477 W. Fairmount Ave.

\ Lakewood, NY 14750 a

lakelifekitchen.com
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F or Sally, motherhood and owning

abusiness have always been about

striving to keep a beautiful bal-
ance. Her favorite memories aren’t just
of milestones, but of her kids standing
on stepstools at the sink, washing dishes
and helping out wherever they could.
They grew up “all-in,’ learning early on
the heart of what it means to run a family
business.

As Andriaccio’s celebrates 44 years in
business, Sally looks at her grown children
leading as the third generation and realizes
those early days of “helping out” built the
foundation for the leaders they are today.
They learned firsthand that success is built
with grit, heart, and the incredible support
of alocal community that has watched
them grow up alongside the business. Add-
ing a second business, Coppola’s Pizzeria,
is a true testament to their hard work,
leadership, and the grit they developed
from growing up in the business.

Sally has come to realize that the secret

to thriving wasn't just hard work—it was
keeping her heart in the right place. She has
always tried to live by the priority of putting
God first, family second, and business third.
That foundation allowed her to lead with

-+ Sally Andriaccio }\

Generations of sauce, built by love a
\

Sally (second from left) with her children:
Jake, Abigail, Justin and Amanda

peace and purpose, and it's the greatest
lesson she could have passed down to the
third generation now at the helm.

With the grandchildren already waiting

in the wings and watching their parents
continue to build a legacy, Sally is filled with
gratitude. Being a mom in this business
meant showing her kids that work and
family aren't always separate—they are a
shared legacy of love and service.

To the wonderful community, Sally
shares her thanks: for being the hands
that have held them up for over four de-
cades. She hopes that God blesses them
and their families just as richly as they
have blessed hers. They are so honored
to grow alongside them.

(2% MaryAnnBianco **

Listening, Understanding & Providing Tailored Solutions

L. Cornell and Company, LLC

ary Ann Bianco counts herself

fortunate to own a Salon & Spa

in Jamestown, Lakewood, and
Chautauqua Institution since 1973. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, she expanded her
career by becoming a licensed real estate
agent in both New York and Florida. Mary
Ann has always been passionate about
helping people, whether through hair and
beauty or now in real estate. “The transi-
tion from salon owner to real estate agent
has been both exciting and rewarding,’
says Mary Ann.

She has found that the skills she developed
in the salon—listening to clients, unders-
tanding their needs, and providing tailored
solutions—are just as important in helping
someone find their dream home. In real es-
tate, Mary Ann combines her love for aesthe-
tics with her desire to assist people in making
one of the most significant decisions of their
lives. She enjoys guiding clients through the
home-buying process and helping them feel
informed and confident every step of the way.

As she navigates this new chapter, Mary Ann
continues to cherish the connections she has
built in her community over the years. Her
commitment to providing excellent service
remains steadfast, and she looks forward to

Mary Ann and her son, Alex

Mary Ann believes in creating an experience
that is both personal and enjoyable.

She is also deeply proud of her role as a
mother, reflecting, “It was a privilege to raise
such an amazing son. He understood what it
was like for me to own and work a business
with employees and raise a family. He is a Se-
nior Vice President of Equitable Advisors, and
his first entrepreneurial role was to buy sodas
and fill the refrigerator at the salon where
he made his first paycheck. But the thing I'm
most proud about is his ability to communi-
cate and show empathy to all the people he
meets. 'm so blessed.

Mary Ann is excited to see where this
journey will take her and can't wait to meet

COPPOILA'S
=
PIZZERIA,

716-567-4057

716-753-5200
Route 394 Across from
Chautauqua Institution
andriaccios.com

\

. /‘ Julie Harle

ulie Harle, owner of The Green Door

in Bemus Point, carries on a legacy

founded on family, tradition, and
small-town connection. Inspired by
her great-grandmother Ann, who once
owned a bar in Fedora, South Dakota
called The Green Door, Julie’s business
is not just a name, but a continuation of
something deeply personal.

Today, that same spirit lives on through
Julie and the generations beside her.
Her daughters, Maddy and Jenna, both play key roles in the business, working
alongside her and helping shape its day-to-day success. It's truly a family effort;
one built not only on hard work, but on shared pride and purpose. Supporting her
every step of the way is her mother, Eileen Hanson, whom Julie describes as her
biggest cheerleader.

Julie with daughters Maddie (left front)
& Jenna (left back) and mom, Eileen Hanson

Julie is grateful to be a woman business owner in the Bemus Point community,
wherethesupportofasmalltownhasmadeallthedifference. Thatencouragement,
combined with the strength of her family, continues to fuel her journey.

At The Green Door, the story isn't just about a business. It's about generations of
women, a legacy carried forward, and the meaningful connections that make it all
worthwhile.

GREEN
DEER

4739 Route 430
Bemus Point, NY
716-386-3229
Follow us on Facebook

\_

20 Main St. Bemus Point, NY
coppolaspizza.com j
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Cm Dr. Melissa Dengler }\
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new clients and help them achieve their
dreams. “I'm looking forward to seeing
what happens next!”

helping clients discover not just a house, but
a place they can truly call home. Whether it’s
styling hair or finding the perfect property,

A\ foam VP

rmaeae RE&L ESTATE

Mary Ann Bianco
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

0:(716) 413-0200 « M: (716) 450-1081

4478 W. Lake Rd. - Mayville, NY
ERATeamVP.com

Chautauqua Institution
716-357-4135

Healing With Heart, Science and Motherhood .

medicine isn't just a profession — it’s

a personal calling. As the founder of
Vitality Natural Health and Wellness Center,
with locations in Meadville and Grove City,
Pennsylvania and Lakewood, New York, she
brings compassion, science and deep listening
to every patient interaction.

F or Dr. Melissa Dengler, naturopathic

“I became a naturopathic doctor to bridge
the gap between modern science and natural
healing,” Melissa said. “In clinical practice, I
see so many patients who feel unheard, over-
medicated or frustrated with temporary fixes.” Through tools like botanical medicine,
clinical nutrition, homeopathy and lifestyle counseling, she focuses on treating

root causes — not just symptoms. “My goal is always to support the body’s healing
intelligence with respect, not override it with force.”

Melissa with daughter Addison

Becoming a mother added another layer to Melissa’s practice. “When I became a
mom, | wanted to utilize my knowledge in natural medicine and apply it to the health
of my daughter. Not only is treating her holistically a priority of mine, but I want for
her to grow up with a strong foundation of health — not just free from disease, but
truly thriving — physically, mentally, and spiritually. I want my daughter to know that
knowledge is powerful, but compassion is what changes lives.”

As both doctor and Mom-Trepreneur, she blends intuition with expertise. “My
patients taught me that every person holds a story worth hearing. My goal for my
daughter is that she will live with that same sense of empathy and respect for others.”

“Being a mother makes me a more compassionate doctor. Being a naturopath makes
me a more empowered mom,” Melissa said.

130 Chautauqua Ave
Lakewood, NY
716-763-8880

www.vitalityhealthandwellness.com

Natural Health &
Wellness Center

/




s 020 19
Madelyn Card ©* N / Kristin Lee Smithers, CLT )

one season, one service, and one small victory at a time +:' Owner of Sunny Shores SPRAY, SUN, SPA v

*
7%

ecoming a new mom while running

her own business is a full-on balancing

act for Madelyn—especially when that
business includes a full catering kitchen and a
seasonal mobile food trailer. Her days are filled
with early mornings, late nights, and constant-
ly shifting between caring for her newborn and
keeping every part of her business moving.
When her baby boy arrived on New Year’s Day,
it felt like more than just a birthday—it felt like
a fresh start and a reminder each year of how
much there is to be grateful for.

During the summer, Madelyn's work brings her
to Chautauqua Institution for their full nine-
week season, where her trailer is set up along
Cookman Avenue near Hall of Philosophy and
Alumni Hall. This year, she is expanding her
menu to serve breakfast, lunch, and dinner—
with a brand new coffee menu—while stepping
into this new season of life as a mother, which
makes everything feel even more meaningful.
She serves artisanal sandwiches and home-
style cooking with a touch of 1950s diner nos-
talgia in every meal. Outside of the Institution,
she can also be found at events all around
Chautauqua County, where her bright red 20-
foot pull-behind trailer has become a familiar
sight she is proud to show up with.

Multitasking has always come naturally to
Madelyn. In many ways, it feels like part of be-
ing a woman—carrying multiple roles, respon-
sibilities, and passions at once and still finding
away to make it all work. Food has always been
away to everyone’s hearts for her, and running

| for location and menu details

a food business
has been a long-
time  passion,
just as much
as becoming a
mother.

Sabhaing ‘\

Being a self-
made,  wom-

an-run business | b
owner and a : ! : .
motheris trulya <
dream come true

for Madelyn. It's

something  she

honestly ~wasn't

sure would ever happen, and she is so grateful
that it has. Building a life where both of those
passions exist side by side is incredibly ful-
filling. Motherhood has changed the way she
shows up in her work—she is more patient,
more efficient, and stronger than she ever ex-
pected.

It's not always easy. There are days where Mad-
elyn feels pulled in both directions—wanting
to be fully present at home while also giving
her business everything it needs. But she has
learned that balance isn't about perfection. It's
about showing up and doing her best each day.
What makes it all worth it is the purpose be-
hind it: she’s not just running a business—she’s
raising her baby boy while building something
meaningful for her family, one season, one ser-
vice, and one small victory at a time.

e AMERICAN CLASSICS
ng WITH A MODERN TWIST
‘\ | Find me on Facebook & Instagram

busy mom of four, devoted com-
munity supporter, and successful

wellness Mom-Trepreneur, Kristin ‘

Lee Smithers brings unmatched energy and
heart to everything she does. As a Certified
Light Therapist, her mission is simple yet
powerful: to educate and help others live
their most vibrant and fulfilling lives.

At Sunny Shores SPRAY, SUN, SPA, Kristin of-
fers:

« Board Certified Light Therapy services

« Medical-grade therapeutic light & heat
therapy

« Provider-partnered GLP-1s + peptides
« Compression + contrast therapy

« Massage + recovery services
Flawless spray tans « Hydrate sprays

« The newest, most advanced sun units

Kristin's expertise and passion have made her a
sought-after speaker at webinars, cruises, and
conferences, including JK Wellness, Heartland,
and Serenity Expos. But beyond her professio-
nal accomplishments, her most profound role
is being a mom. Whether she’s helping manage
her children’s baseball teams, cheering at track
meets, or attending every cheerleading perfor-
mance and volleyball game, she shows up—fully
and wholeheartedly.

A true believer in giving back, Kristin regu-

N :-.E‘a \ | / .-f,r / =

13 Clinton Street
North East, PA 16428
716-221-6868

larly sponsors community events throughout
Northeast PA, supports youth sports teams,
and contributes to charitable fundraisers. Her
impact reaches far beyond her business—she’s
apillar of encouragement and generosity in the
community.

Described by many as a “force for good,” Kristin
is deeply respected and loved by her clients and
their families alike. In her own words: “I'm a de-
voted mom, a passionate business owner, and
a staunch community supporter—not because
it's easy, but because I've realized my purpose is
bigger than any challenge or time constraint. By
pouring myself into family and the community
I serve, I prove every single day that I was truly
built for this and will continue to help people
thrive for decades to come!”

. JE8 - >
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Nikki Pierce %, )

PersNikkity Pies: A Family Recipe for Success v

sunnyshores814@yahoo.com /

\

T 716-640-8117
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="+ Kaitlyn Bentley ##

Sharing her dedication to local agriculture

or Nikki Pierce of PersNikkity Pies, the café

isn't just a business—it's a family affair.

What started as something that “just sort
of evolved” has become a heartfelt operation
powered by love, excellent baked goods and
lunches, handcrafted coffees, and teamwork.
Nikki never set out to be a mom-trepreneur, but
it clicked one day. “I was able to see that this gift
from God was going to eventually be the method
by which [ was able to spend more time with my
family,” she said.

From day one, Nikki ensured her kids were part
of the business. “I have expected my kids to
‘buy into’ our family business since the begin-
ning,” she shared. Each child brings their own
strengths: her son, Kal, a top-tier taste tester
and recipe critic; her middle daughter, Addie,
a social media wiz guiding her through the age
of Reels and reach; and her youngest daughter,
Kate, a natural baker with a knack for vision and
leadership. “She’s great at working events with
me and running the bakery when I'm not avail-
able” Meanwhile, her son’s girlfriend, Sierra, is
just as much family, serving as co-lead baker and
co-manager—an instrumental role that helps
keep PersNikkity running smoothly.

Nikki even has a mom hack to share: “Have your
kids read business emails to you while you're
driving and ask them how they would respond...
sort of like your own personal assistant.”

Nikki with children Kate, Sierra, Addie & Kal

ning for District 15, Town of Ellicott County Leg-
islator. Her commitment to both her business
and her community reflects the same passion
and drive she brings to everything she does.

To moms dreaming of entrepreneurship, Nikki's
advice is simple but powerful: “If you can atall do
it, go for it! Build your vision slowly and with pa-
tience... it will show your kids that you can make
dreams come true,” she said.

She also encourages fellow family business own-
ers in New York to talk with their accountant
about how to best leverage their structure when
filing taxes—something she’s learned can make a
meaningful difference.

For those planning to celebrate Mother’s Day
with PersNikkity Pies, Nikki recommends call-
ing at least two days ahead for any pre-orders,
though there will be plenty of treats available

or Kaitlyn, owner of Peter-

son Farm, motherhood and

small business ownership go L )
hand in hand: both demanding,
but both deeply rewarding,

“It’snot an easy job,” she shares, balancing
the realities of raising children while run-
ning a farm that requires attention around
the clock. Early mornings, late nights, and
unexpected farm emergencies are simply
part of daily life. But for Kaitlyn, those
moments are also opportunities.

Rather than keeping her two worlds sepa-
rate, she brings her children along for the
journey. Whether it’s tending to animals
at sunrise or handling the unpredictabili-
ty that comes with farm life, her kids are
learning firsthand what hard work, res-
ponsibility, and dedication look like.

For Kaitlyn, that’s the heart of it all. Mot
just building a business, but creating a life

“It’s not an easy job taking on motherhood as well as being a small
business owner where both need endeavors your 24/7 attention but

where her children can grow; explore, and
discover their own passions. “My hope is
that they find what they love,” she says,
“with the space and experiences I'm gi-
ving them.

At Peterson Farm, it’s more than a liveli-
hood. It’s a way of life, rooted in family,
resilience, and the values that come from
working the land together.

it’s worth it to be able to be there for my kids and take them along with
me to teach them what it means to work hard. Even when that means
being with me early in the morning or late at night dealing with farm
emergencies and animal care. My hope is that they find what they love
to with the space and experiences I am giving them.”

Peterson Farm

FLUVANNA AVE &

%

in-store throughout the weekend. Orders
can be placed by calling the bakery directly at
716-294-3368.

Beyond the bakery, Nikki has also stepped into
public service, having served as a Village of Fal-
coner trustee for over a year and currently run-

(716) 294-3368
9 East Main Street
Falconer, NY 14733

persnikkitypies.com ‘

@ 0 @PersNikkityPies \

Starting May 1st Open Every day 10-6
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Join the REIA

Real Estate Investor Association

Rental Property Owners - Managers — Realtors

“Keeping Members Informed - Since 1970”
Monthly “Live” Meetings & Zoom Access
Local Business Discounts — SAVE$
Diverse Speaker Schedule
Summer & Holiday Member Events
Keeps Members Ahead of the News
Keep Up with State & Local Laws
15* Time Landlords Will Excel Faster
Old Timers Will Get Caught Up

Join Our” SPECIAL” Meeting

“City & County Rental Registration Issues”
Jamestown - Wicked Warrens 3™ Floor
Tuesday May 12" 6:00-8:00

Email REIAjamestown@yahoo.com

to request membership information
Or drop by our monthly meeting in June and
meet the group - Tuesday June 16" 7:00-8:30 PM
Honest John’s Pizza at 1245 E. 2" Street 14701

Book a consultation
www.annaugustinejewelry.com

Ul

o @ann.augustinejewelry

ANN AUGUSTINE
FINE |JEWELRY

pEA&PCD

Delivery Available 6 days a week

Florist & Curiosities Visit our year-round Chrlstmas room!

141 Chautauqua Avenue - Lakewood, NY «716.526.1081
www.ppjflowerslakewood.com

Monday-Friday 9om-5:30
Saturday 9am-4pm

3¥ Mother’s Day at Bemus Point Inn ¢

Sunday | 7AM - 2PM

Featuring Mother’s Day Specials: r Al

* Hashbrown Casserole 4

* Quiche with Fresh Fruit
& Blueberry Scone

* Tuscan Eggs Benedict
Garlic toast, roasted tomatoes,
poached eggs, hollandaise
& asparagus

" Bring Mom —
we'd love to
celebrate with you

No reservations
We'll be fully staffed and ready
to take great care of youl

iy Complimentary

'J coffee while

vou wait

=233 W e £

Mother's Day

L. Cornell and Company, LLC

4 )
Town Hall to Address Chautauqua County

Health Department Lead Rental Registry
Program and Jamestown Rental Registry

Contributed by

Real Estate Investor
Association, Jamestown

Town Hall to Address Chautauqua
County Health Department Lead
Rental Registry Program and James-
town Rental Registry

Get answers directly from guest speakers
at an upcoming town hall meeting,

Guest Speakers:

o Anna Powell, Childhood Lead &
Healthy Homes Coordinator, Chau-
tauqua County Health Department

« Crystal Surdyk, Director of Develop-
ment, City of Jamestown

Contributed by:
Real Estate Investor Association, Ja-
mestown (REIA)

Real Estate Investor Association
(REIA): History

The Real Estate Investor Association
(REIA) began in Jamestown in 1970,
founded by five landlords seeking a
forum for local property owners to
connect, share real estate information,
and support each other's businesses.
Their aim was to encourage open com-
munication and growth in the rental
property community.

Over the years, REIA has grown signi-
ficantly, maintaining a membership of
60 to 80 property owners, property
managers, and real estate professio-
nals. Together, these members are ac-
tively involved in buying, selling and
managing a substantial number of ren-
tal units throughout Jamestown and
the surrounding areas. The association
values its legacy, and it is both proud
and grateful that several of the original
founding members remain active par-
ticipants in the group today.

The REIA reached at
REIAjamestown@yahoo.com

can be

Open Dialogue and Collaboration -
With Our Speakers

Anna Powell, Childhood Lead & Heal-
thy Homes Coordinator, Chautauqua
County Health Department (CCHD)
Crystal Surdyk, Director of Develop-
ment, City of Jamestown

REIA Members, Board of Realtors
Members, and our speakers recognize
the importance of bringing together
all key stakeholders to discuss impor-
tant matters. Working collaboratively
is essential for handling changes, ensu-
ring compliance with both registries,
and offering support to the rental pro-
perty community and Realtors during
periods of adjustment.

About Chautauqua County Health
Department (CCHD) Lead Rental
Registry Program

The Lead Rental Registry Program es-
tablishes a proactive statewide system
aimed at identifying and mitigating
lead hazards in rental housing. The
goal is to detect and remedy lead paint
risks in rental properties before child-
ren are exposed to them.

o All residential rental properties in
the 14701 zip-code, containing two or
more units constructed before 1980
must undergo inspections to ensure
they are free of lead hazards.

o Property owners are required to
obtain a Lead Safety Certificate for
every rented unit.

« Any lead hazards that are identified
must be addressed using lead-safe
work practices and must be correc-
ted promptly.

« Compliance with these requirements
will be monitored and enforced to
prevent childhood lead poisoning
and maintain safer housing condi-
tions throughout the community.

About City of Jamestown - Rental
Property Registry

All residential rental properties in
Jamestown must be registered. The
registration will help the city address
and enforce substandard housing laws,
maintain current owner and property
manager information, and build a da-
tabase for emergency response and to
send important legal communication
direct to the owner.

o Owners who didn’t register by
08/01/2024 must do so now to avoid
penalties.

« New property owners must register
within 30 days of ownership trans-
fer.

« Post-Transfer Inspections: All rental
properties are subject to inspection
within 90 days of ownership trans-
fer.

« Inspection Scope: Includes the ex-
terior, common areas, and all rental
units.

Town Hall Meeting: Location and
Information

Audience: Professionals interested
in or affected by these initiatives

REIA is hosting this meeting with

cooperation from The Chautauqua

County Board of Realtors.

Meeting Details:

- Date: Tuesday, May 12,2026

- Time: 6:00 - 8:00 PM

- Location: Wicked Warren’s, 3rd
Floor Meeting Room, 119 W 3rd St,
Jamestown

- There is elevator access when you en-
ter the venue
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Here's How It Works:

FALCONER

Sudoku puzzles are formatted
as a 9x9 grid, broken down

into nine 3x3 boxes.To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and
box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column
and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers you
name, the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

VAC SHACK

30 West Main Street
Falconer, NY 14733
716-665-4408

$400 Single Glider
$650 Balcony Settee

Level: Baginner

CROSSWORD

“casual fine dining in an eclectic atmosphere” 1 2 (3 (4 |5 6 7 |8 9
¥ WE ARE OPEN MOTHER'S DAY 10 111
BRUNCH 10:30AM-2:30 PM
a kitchen and bar WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY 19
est. 2020 EIARRR 5
Reservations Highly Recommended
60 Chautauqua ave. lakewood, ny 17
reserve on open table or call 716/526-1124 ﬂ .
www.stellaAkitchenandbar.com 19 0
22 23
Visit us for unique finds with a rustic touch. 28
Charming country décor, candles, 33
chainsaw carvings, Swedish gifts & more! -
Amish furniture and custom refinished furniture!
38
COUNTRY CHARM
BOUTIQUE 125 W MAIN ST. - FREWSBURG NY 14738 40
716-338-8991
44
48
o
O 50
R_ A CLUES ACROSS
1. Large dung beetle 28. Beloved March holiday
7. Gambling game __ -lo 33. 12th letter of the Greek alphabet
10. Further along 34. More impudent
12. Type of tobacco 36. Indicates center
13. Looked for 37. Young woman (French)
14. Silk fabric 38. A cause of distress
HOURS 15 Com ;
. puter method to solve 39. Santa’s helper
WEDNESDAY T1am-T1pm  SATURDAY 11 am - Midnight equations 40. Hillside
THURSDAY 11 am - 11 pm SUNDAY 11 am - 11 pm 16. As fast as can be done (abbr.) 41. Many yvombs
FRIDAY 11 am - Mldnight 17. Tear 44 Ts afraid of
18. Brews 45. Popular baked goods ingredient
19. “Famous” cookie baker 48. Popular computers
21. Women’s Army Corps 49. Conceiving of
103 Chautauqua Ave. . LakeWOOd, NY 14750 ;g ir’ont pa.rts ofa}n amn}al 50. Google certification (abbr.)
. It’s causing quite a stir 51. Sturdy
716.526.1067 . facebook @grouptherhappy
www.groupther-happy.com
[VING (GLASS | fiess Com homn
'_) « Stained Glass 1. Peruse quickly 25. Trauma center
R 2. Automobiles 26. Habitual twitching
B A L I | Y Classes 3. Razorbill genus 29. A place where checks are
e Custom Orders 4. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! exchanged (abbr.)
‘ : 5. Consumed 30. Decameter
e tipas | I.WJ[ (CHARI-ING | !(J ERENCE O 6. A place to sleep 31. Hinged surface in a wing
i BEAUTFEEEY CRAI TED ART H CHAUTAUGUR JOUMTY 7. Small seeds 32. Shouting
¥ ) T A .bb - 8. Legendary law man Wyatt 35. Sports official
Denise|Williams-Stebbins . 9. Female sheep 36. Volcanic craters
Artist 50 Main St. Westfield, NY 716-269-8977 10. Indigenous peoples of eastern 38. Supportive device
Siberia 40. It’s part of a rosary
11. A place ships dock 41. Two-toed sloth
« Annuals . vl W e 12. Reciprocal of sine 42. Body art
- : '-: 14. Discomfort 43. Let out
o ° Vegetable plants oA 17. British Air Aces 44. Foreign medical graduate
£ il :  Bulk mulch, SO"S, and stone I'l. 18. Exit sleep 45. Nonprofit journalism organizatic
R e . . ! 20. Solar energetic particle (abbr.)
1 .
(dellvery ava I.Iable') . q-".. 23. Plagues characterized by starvation ~ 46. Couples say it
- Beat Your Neighbor Fertilizer ¥ 24. Short musical composition 47. Bird’s beak

Stillwater Garden Market

STILLWATER GARDEN MARKET

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 25
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Yankee Bush Productions
* Ppresemnts -«

A Tribute to The Legendary
s e = tles

Performed by B<She Loves You

The éf § N ey Trinper

Caverners /
Fri., 5/8, 8pm§ | Yesterday>

at the el Get Back>
Library [§ | oS
Theatre | Hard Day's Nig

Warren, PA |3 52 | EN™ A" d More
ALL SEATS RESERVED IALL SEATS $35 EACH
FOR BEST SEATS BUuYy Now!
Dnline: strutherslibrarytheatre.org
Or Call 814.723.7231
Mon. -Fri., 10 am -5 pm
Have a Gift Certificate? Call 814.723.7231 Today!
Tickets will be available at the door!

Treat
Yourself
to a
ight Ov

'BECKERINK “§

- 7> Bookkeeping & Tax Prep il

501 W 3RD ST STE 9B
(Sprinchhorn building through the left side entrance)

e 2-40 yd Containers Available
e Commercial, Small Business & Residential Disposal

7534 Rt 380 - Stockton - 716-595-3186

: PUMPING * REPAIR ¢« INSTALLATION « PORTA JOHNS
Soft Serve Ice Cream

Milkshakes - Floats - Sundaes g Clymer, NY ¢ 355-8843 * 499-4331
Pizza & Hot Dogs g8
Webb’s Chocolate APPLICATIONS
CHQ Apparel & Souvenirs : » GARAGE FLOORS
3 « WAREHOUSES
BEGINNING MAY 1ST . 'I;Q;JI'(\')'ZRY ROOMS
OPEN EVERY DAY 1M1AM TO 95PM « RETAIL AREAS

» STORAGE FACILITIES
» KENNELS
 BASEMENTS

« RESTROOMS

« SHOWROOMS

Detweiler

FREE ESTIMATES - CALL TODAY! « 100% ANTIBACTERIAL

716-480-4574 . WEREPAIR CRACKS £ PHTING

115 WEST LAKE ROAD, MAYVILLE, NY 14757
WWW.WEBBSWORLD.COM

Julie LaBarbera
ywstess

25 years of experience/references!
Jjuliehoffmancarruth@gmail.com
cell: 716.866.8250

5X STRONGER THAN EPOXY
o WILLNOT CHIP OR PEEL

« 1DAYINSTALLATION

« UVSTABLE POLYASPARTIC

Slip Covers
Cushions/Pillows
Window Treatments
Memory (Tee-shirt) Quilts
Wedding Alterations
Hemming

Prom & Wedding Alterations

BUILT STRONG, TO LAST LONG.

We also install hardwood floors and laminate & vinyl floating floors
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TRIBUTETO THE
LEGENDARY, BEATLES!

Contributed by

Yankee Bush Productions

On Friday, May 8, 2026, 8 pm, a fan-
tastic Tribute to The Beatles, The Ca-
verners, will perform all your favorite
Beatles” songs at the Struthers Library
Theatre, Warren, PA. THE CAVER-
NERS debuted in 1994, and have since
been exciting audiences with their note
for note perfect portrayal of The Beatles
in concert. With authentic instruments,
costumes and stellar vocals this all Cana-
dian cast recreates an incredible perfor-
mance night after night leaving audiences
screaming, stamping their feet and shou-
ting for more. All the great songs are there
too, everything from “She Loves You” to
“Day Tripper” from “Yesterday,” “Help,”
and “A Hard Day’s Night” to “Get Back”
and “Hey Jude.” Come see it for yourself.
THE CAVERNERS will hold your hand
back to The Ed Sullivan Show in Februa-
ry 1964, then drive your car and take you
on a yellow submarine to meet nowhere
men, taxmen, and people named Jude,
Lady Madonna and John and Yoko.

It’s a ride you won’t want to
miss! Catch the next
best thing to the

Beatles set a number of world records,
most of which have yet to be broken.
The following are just a few of those re-
cords. During the week of April 4, 1964,
The Beatles held the top five positions on
the Billboard singles chart. No one had
ever done anything like this before and
no one has since. The songs were “Can't
Buy Me Love,” “Twist and Shout,” “She
Loves You,” “I Want to Hold Your Hand”
and “Please, Please Me.” The Beatles are
the only artists to have 'back-to-back-to-
back' # 1 singles on Billboard's Hot 100.
Boyz Il Men and Elvis Presley succeeded
themselves on the chart, but the Beatles
are the only artists to 'three-peat’. The
Beatles' “Yesterday” is the most covered
song in history, appearing in the Guin-
ness Book of Records with over three
thousand recorded versions. With their
performance at Shea Stadium, NYC, in
1965, the Beatles set new world records
for concert attendance (55,600+) and
revenue which have since been mas-
sively surpassed. This was, however, the
first time in the history of popular music
anyone had played in a stadium as op-
posed to a theatre or concert hall.

The Beatles performed
their last concert be-

original  Beat- fore paying fans in
les - catch The Candlestick Park
Caverners’ in San Francis-
Tribute to co, on August
the Beatles at 29, 1966. They
the Struthers YANKEE BUSH then  concen-
Library PRODUCTIONS trated on recor-
Theatre, War- ding and their
ren, PA, Friday, compositions and
May 8,2026! musical experiments

There is really no need to

remind the public of who and what
The Beatles or The Fab Four, which they
also became known as, were except to
remind everyone of how much they ac-
complished in a relatively short span of
time. The Beatles was formed in 1960 in
Liverpool, England and ultimately dis-
banded in 1970. The Beatles appeared
on The Ed Sullivan Show in 1964 as part
of their first tour of the United States,
promoting their first hit single, “I Want to
Hold Your Hand”” Beatlemania exploded
in the United States following their three
appearances on The Ed Sullivan Show,
February 9, 16 and 23, 1964. The Beat-
les broke television ratings records in the
U.S. with their first appearance on The
Ed Sullivan Show with over 70 million
people viewing their performance. The
British Invasion was officially underway
in the U.S. from then on.

The Beatles were the most influential
popular music group of the rock era.
They affected the post-war baby boom
generation of Britain, the United States
and many other countries during the
1960s. Certainly they are the most po-
pular group in rock history, with glo-
bal sales exceeding 1.1 billion records.
Throughout their relatively short time
recording and performing together, the

which raised their artis-
tic reputations remarkably
while still being wildly popular. While
they were originally famous for what
some labelled light-weight pop, their
later works achieved a combination of
popular and critical acclaim. They be-
came more than recording artists; they
branched out into film: A Hard Day's
Night, 1964; Help!, 1965; Magical Mys-
tery Tour, 1967; Yellow Submarine, 1968
and Let It Be, 1970 and also political acti-
vism. They achieved an iconic status with
far reaching effects. They are regarded
as the most influential band of all time
and they are responsible for turning pop
musicinto an art form. Don’t miss expe-
riencing The Caverners’ tribute to this
iconic band, The Beatles!

Join us for The Caverners’ Tribute to
The Beatles LIVE performance at the
beautiful, historic Struthers Libra-
ry Theatre, Warren, PA! Give a gift
of music to yourself, your friends or
your family! This show has reserved
seating. All seats are $35 each. Pur-
chase your tickets today online at
strutherslibrarytheatre.org or in War-
ren, PA at the Library Theatre Office,
302 W. 3rd Ave., or call the office @
(814) 723-7231, 10 am - 5 pm, Mon.
— Fri. Tickets are always available at
the door!
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Route 394 Across from Chautauqua Inst. Online Orders at WWW.ANDRIACCIOS.COM
flE

Take-out & Delivery
Online Ordering

& (716)753-5200 |
Menus - Catering Services « Lunch & Dinner

Off Premise Catering and Bar Service at your preferred venue

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR DINING

Monday & Tuesday (until End of May) - Closed
Wednesday & Thursday 11 am - 8 pm
Friday & Saturday 11am -9 pm
Sunday 11 am - 8 pm

RW/IO(%@/ S @Wg;

Treat Mom to a beautiful feast
on her special day!
We are featuring a special menu
in addition to our regular menu!

For reservations
call (716) 753-5200
or scan code to
reserve online

N\,

REep or WHITE SanGria
INcLUDED WITH ANY ENTREE

Our Girr TO MOMS...
A BEAUTIFUL MUG OF
Frowers!

N

%ﬂg

r(L.G'ug Reservations Vow!
716-386-4422

Unxique DiNing!

In a Sk1 Goxporal

ey

woy 810 SHRIMP
FAJ lTA BOWL

il Included for MOMS!

TLLA

"fEGd’ or White CS(I-'?’I-H?“'!-.H

4663 Rt 430, I-h mus f'::rrtr
716-386-442.;
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COMMUNITY CORNER

CHAUTAUQUA
G strIDERS CASH PRIZES
FOR WINNING
ANNUATL TEAMS!

GOLF

SCRAMBLE

FRIDAY, MAY 15TH |
South Hills Country Club "

TEAM
OF FOUR
$400

8 AM - Registration & Breakfast
9 AM - Shotgun Start

Add the Bonus Play Players can expect:

Package for $100! * Complimentary food, beverages and beer

REGISTER HERE e Fun on course challenges and hole-in-one
opportunities with hig?]—stake prizes

* Giveaway items for all participants

* 50/50, basket raffle, and big-ticket prizes

Prizes for longest drive and closest to the pin

@ Paint Your Own Pottery Studi (2]
‘DEARL ® PotteryWheelClasses  Fonforadults, familes,and
i ® Hand-Building With Clay regional visitors!
Eg[Tg @ Public Art Gallery Learn more or sign up for a class online!
- L ® Contemporary Crafts
OUSE & Party&EventRentalSpace S28 EAST ZR0:ST
& AND MORE! WWW.PEARLCITYCLAYHOUSE.ORG :

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Chautauqua County puts research-based

knowledge to work in the areas of agriculture, healthy living, and youth
development to improve the lives of Chautauqua County residents.

Cornell Cooperative Extension | Chautauqua County

A
F

5814 youth Nutrition resources provided
served in 2024 to 3857 residents in 2024

n CCEChautauqua @Ei. chautauqua.cce.cornell.edu @‘(7|6) 664-9502 @ chautauqua@cornell.edu

Agricultural education provided
for 2816 residents in 2024

> Serving Jamestown’s Seniors since 1969

0o
. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FOR INFO
CALL 716-488-9119

Jamestown
Meals on Wheels

i CHAUTAUQUA REGION COMMUNITY\

FOUNDATION SUPPORTS HUMANE

SOCIETY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

CHAUTAUGUA COUNTY

HUMANE
SOCIE

"E"#hﬂlhl"- LIvEN

Contributed by

Chautauqua Region
Community Foundation

In February, the Chautauqua Region
Community Foundation approved a
grant from the Fund for the Region
to support the Chautauqua County
Humane Society’s $7 million capital
campaign—an ambitious effort to
expand and renovate its existing animal
shelter to better serve animals and the
community.

The “Building Our Future” campaign
will add significant square footage
to the current facility, creating space
to accommodate 29 dogs, nine stray
holding areas, 48 cats, 10 flexible holding
cages, and a new isolation area for dogs.

The project also ensures the facility
meets and exceeds evolving New
York State animal shelter regulations,
including updated standards for space,
ventilation, and separation requirements.
These improvements are essential to
maintaining safe, humane conditions for
animals in care and position the Humane
Society to continue delivering high-
quality services while remaining fully
compliant with state guidelines.

The Humane Society’s leadership
thoughtfully scaled the design to

EYEH

focus on essential needs, resulting in a
practical, mission-centered expansion
that strengthens core operations while
remaining fiscally responsible. As
Executive Director Jane Babinsky shared,
“This project is about making sure we can
continue to meet the needs of animals
and our community—not just today, but
for years to come. Every decision in this
plan reflects that responsibility”
As demand for shelter services
continues, so too does the community’s
longstanding commitment to animal
County has
demonstrated  strong

welfare.  Chautauqua
consistently
support for the Humane Society and
the critical role it plays in protecting
and caring for vulnerable animals.
By supporting this campaign, the
Foundation signals confidence in
the project’s vision, leadership, and
community backing.

“Our donors and fund advisors include
many animal welfare supporters,” said
Tory Irgang. “This grant aligns with our
community’s needs and the interests of
so many who support the Foundation.”

For more information on the funds held
at the Chautauqua Region Community
Foundation, visit www.crcfonline.org or
contact Lindsey Goold, Donor Services
Officer at 716-661-3390 or Igoold@
crcfonline.org.

0 CHQgazette.com

StSusanCenter.org/give
(716) 664-2253

“we freely offer meals, fellowship, dignity and

respect to all who come through our doors”
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Home Installation of Fiber-

Optic Drops an Exciting New

Aspect of Jamestown BPU
Fiber Project

Contributed by
Jamestown BPU

Jamestown Board of Public Utilities

(BPU) officials are excited to announce
a new development that will help the
build-out of the Jamestown BPU Fiber

Project this spring and summer.

Crews of contractors will soon install
new fiber-optic lines from the street to
the exterior of homes in BPU electric
territory where Jamestown BPU Fiber
is offered to customers.

Door tags will first be hung on property
doors to inform residents of the instal-
lations, with links to online information
explaining the process. Following ap-
proximately two weeks
after the door tags are
hung, installations will
begin in those neighbo-
rhoods.

Free installations of “fi-
ber drops” will include
small non-descript
boxes neatly and secu-
rely attached to homes
at no cost to customers, as part of the
New York State Connect ALL pro-

gram grant that has funded the project.

A fiber drop is a 1/8-inch fiber-optic
cable installed from the street to the
exterior of the building, right next to,
or as close as possible to, existing elec-
trical utility lines and meters. This is
an industry-standard installation that
connects homes to the Jamestown
Community Fiber network.

The fiber drop, valued at $450, is ins-
talled at no cost or obligation to the
homeowner.

The drop simply makes a home fi-
ber-ready, but there is no obligation to
sign up for the service.

JAMESTOWN

The fiber drop is an exterior-only ins-
tallation, and property owners do not
need to be home for it. An indoor
installation is only performed if a cus-
tomer chooses to sign up for the Ja-
mestown BPU Fiber internet service.

“The installation of fiber-optic drops pro-
vides us with the opportunity to ensure
that all our electric customers will have
access to free installation of the fiber lines
to their homes at no cost before the New
York State grant providing the service to
our community expires at the end of the
year, explains BPU General Manager
Kristofor G. Sellstrom.

“The drop installation makes the home
fiber-ready, should the homeowner de-
cide to sign up for the
Jamestown BPU Fiber
internet service,” conti-
nues Sellstrom. “It’s an
exciting step as we move
forward to offer low-cost,
high-speed internet as a
BPU utility service to our
electric customers”

Sellstrom reminds residents that if
they sign up for the service before the
end of October, the first 90 days of
BPU internet service will be free.

Customers may enroll in the home-
town fiber project at Jamestownbpu.
com/fiber or by calling 716-661-1633.
Jamestown BPU Fiber is currently
available from two internet compa-
nies: Fiber Spark and Sumo Fiber.

Should a resident wish to opt out of
the free fiber-optic drop installation,
the door tag includes a QR code for
more information, or they may click
directly on: jamestownbpufiber.com/

fiber-drop-FAQ.

CBA

Vision Rehabilitation

Are you or someone
you know suffering

from severe vision loss?

WE CAN HELP.

For more information call
716-664-6660 or www.cbavision.org

Monday-Friday:12;
1'_.5:.West Third S,t_r.et .

www.hautauquasportsﬁallofFame.org

More Information:

(©) silvercreekschools.org/page/vacancies

Bird Banding and Little
Explorers at Auon

-3

Two opportunities remain to observe bird scientists in action and birds up close
during Audubon Community Nature Center Bird Bandings, anytime 7 to 11
a.m. on Saturday mornings, May 9 and 16. This photo, taken at a bird banding by
Jamestown’s D. Arlene Bonnett, was recognized in an Audubon Nature Photogra-
phy Contest. To learn about the 2026 Contest, with $1,600 in cash prizes, go to Au-
dubonCNC.org/Photo-Contest. At Saturday’s Little Explorers, 10-11:30 a.m., you and
your favorite 3 to 8-year-old(s) can investigate the soil, rocks, and other things that
make up the ground you walk on. Register by Thursday, so you don’t miss it! With
nearly 600 acres and a three-story building to explore, the Nature Center is located
at 1600 Riverside Road, one-quarter mile east of Route 62 between Jamestown and
Warren. For details on all these, call (716) 569-2345 or visit AudubonCNC.org/events

wv) 1HEIE

1185
w S |5Re
N — |BEE
N = 1BEE
:3 5[4]8
n.o 811]2
W 417186
3159

[} N Kerld RAE AN P Ko ) Eoi N
B | G | TR | CO | IR0 | i |
oo | KD et | G | ORI O | e
PO | g 3 | €O g s | B | D
ot |0 | e QS | el [ D P | U [ R
[o10 K610 RO ] [ieol PN EL RV FAND Ko sl

PUZZLES ON PAGE 21




26 Chautauqua Gazette Mother's Day

L. Cornell and Company, LLC

LIVE IN
JAMESTOWN!
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FESTIVAL

AUGUST 6-9, 2026

Over 50 live events
including stand-up
showcases, late night
comedy, free block
parties, live music, Lucy
tribute events, museum

tours and more.

TICKETS
ON SALE
NOW AT

ComedyCenter.org
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ATTRACTING AND
MAINTAINING CUSTOMERS

Article Contributed by

Daniel J. Heitzenrater
Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce
President and CEO

How does your business attract and
retain customers? That’s the questi-
on we're asking small business ow-
ners as we travel the county with
our Small Business Sit-Downs.
From Hanover to Falconer, to right
in our office in downtown James-
town, the answers have been most-
ly consistent. It starts with a quality
product. But then what?

No matter what industry you're
in, you're going to face competi-
tion. The competition could come
from a fellow small-business ow-
ner, a large chain store, a big-box
retailer, or an online giant. When
you have a quality product, be it a
book, a cup of coffee, alandscaping
service, etc, how do you keep your
customers coming back to you?

Relationships.

Randy Zahm, of Harley-Davidson
of Jamestown, said his customers
have “a sense of belonging” The
company has capitalized on the
existing community of Harley-Da-
vidson owners and connected their
love of Harleys to an overall love
of the places where they can ride
them around our community, with
an event-heavy schedule that keeps

their customers connected.

N

Social media is another tool used
by many. Sanfilippo Solutions and
the Fenton History Center noted
that they have used fun, engaging
videos to raise awareness, build an
audience, and educate their social
media followers about what their
business/organization does and
how viewers can benefit.

Elizabeth Gabalski of the Fenton
History Center noted that their so-
cial media has helped remind area
residents of the fun they used to
have at the center as kids and are
now excited to bring their kids to
the center.

Word-of-mouth.

Once you have a quality product
and relationships in place, the
next phase we consistently hear
about is word-of-mouth mar-
keting. The cheapest and most
effective form of marketing is
when your customers encourage
their friends and family to also

become your customers.

As you consider ways to maintain
and grow your customer base.
Think about ways to improve your
product, build relationships, and
create people that are such big fans
of what you do that they won't stop
talking about to their friends and
family. What ways are you going to
build your community?

NS

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS,
RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE

+ Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
- Boilers & Radient Floor Heating

+ Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
+ Water & Sewer Excavation

+ Drain Cleaning

+ Backflow Device - Certified Testing

* Video Inspection

Financing
Available!

We accept all major credit cards

KRD —55

716-951-8033
PLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING

www.krdplumbing.com

120 Central Ave., Silver Creek, NY 14136

7

LONGEST-SERVING: 19 years in business

LOWEST RATES: $250/Std. ranch & $450/Std. 2-story
First-ever supplier of own water.

Only local cleaner to use all-natural products,
Safe for people, pets & plants.

Houses, Garages, Decks, Concrete, Machinery,
Docks & More. You name it, I'll clean it.

CALL BRIAN MALTA

716-664-0025

COMPLETE CAR CARE
CENTER

Brakes - Batteries
Alignment
Mufflers Shocks
MacPherson Struts
Oil Changes
NYS Inspections

|
£ f Windshield Wipers
ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!
AUTO, TRUCK &
FARM, LAWNMOWER,
WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

Western Plow Retailer

GAY MARK TIRE & WHEEL

. ) . v FJ

6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & Cassadaga

962:9315
595:3408

Firestone

SNOWPLODWS

C

COMPLETE
ROOFING SYSTEMS

The best roofing contractors

Pennsylvania and its surrounding areas have!

WE OFFER FINANCING AND ALL OUR ROOFS HAVE WARRANTIES!

We're the friendliest roofing company with the best
communication, who responds quickly, shows up on
time, and does quality work.

716-640-4609

24 sales@crsroofingteam.com
688 Big Tree Road Sugar Grove PA, 16350

Google

360+ Reviews
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eSolutions/Bush Receivership
Statement from CE Wendel
and Mark Geise

Contributed by

County of Chautauqua
Industrial Development
Agency

We are very disheartened regarding
the by
eSolutions Furniture, formerly Bush
Industries, that communicated they
are dissolving the company resulting
in the closing of their Jamestown
furniture plant in the Town of Ellicott.
The County of Chautauqua Industrial
Development Agency (CCIDA) has
been aware of the major challenges
facing the business, and has been
working proactively with them for
nearly a year trying to identify a path
forward that would prevent a full
closure from taking place.

recent announcement

Unfortunately, despite our repeated
and best efforts, we were unable
to provide the level and type of
assistance to prevent this unfortunate
outcome. The company has officially
announced that they are going into
receivership to not only shutter the
Jamestown Plant and liquidate their
assets, but all of the facilities owned
by eSolutions in the US, Canada, and
Asia. The CCIDA and County pulled
in Empire State Development, Upstate
Capital Association of NY, Insyte
Consulting, political leadership, and a
multitude of finance-related experts to

CCILN

County of Chautauqua
Industrial Development Agency

\_

assist; however, our collective efforts
were to no avail as this situation was
beyond our influence and control. In
fact, due to the efforts of the CCIDA
and others, several offers were made
to the Canadian lending syndicate
to purchase the company, but these
offers were inexplicably rejected.

Since 1959, the company has provided
employment  opportunities  for
thousands of area residents, including
the estimated 230+ workers currently
employed at the Jamestown facility
today. The issues facing eSolutions
are not the result of anything we are
or aren’t doing locally, but rather due
to internal business-wide decisions
and broader economic factors, forces,
and uncertainties. In fact, the CCIDA
has a long history of working with
and assisting Bush Industries dating
back several decades, which helped to
sustain their operations to the present.

The CCIDA and County vow to do
all they can to try to resurrect the
business and/or find a new tenant for
the Mason Drive facility. In any event,
the CCIDA, Workforce Development
Board (Chautauqua Works), and the
Department of Labor (DOL) will
assist the effected workers with finding
new employment opportunities
with other local businesses, and to
ensure they are aware of the available
resources that will allow them to land
on their feet.

Respecttully,

PJ Wendel, County Executive
Mark Geise, Deputy County
Executive for Economic
Development/CCIDA CEO

~N
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TAVERN

Thorn

HOURS:

Mon & Tues
Closed

Wed & Thurs

S5pm-12am
Fri & Sat
5pm-2am

Sun
6pm-11 pm

Specializing in Chautauqua wines, crafted cocktails,
and draft beers

26 Water St. - Fredonia, NY

www.ravenandthorn.com
Facebook: Raven & Thorn « Instagram: raven_and_thorn

r

Step Into an Evening of Inspiration, Creativity, and
Community Impact at CASA of Chautauqua County’s
18th Annual “Come to the Table” Fundraiser

Continued from Page 12

remain a priority within the system of
care. The Friends of the Community
Award will be awarded to Raymour &
Flanigan in recognition of their generous
and compassionate support of foster fa-
milies, including their meaningful invol-
vement in creating inclusive, welcoming
experiences such as the Sensory Friendly
Easter Egg Hunt event.

The event also features the impactful Ser-
vice Auction, allowing guests to directly
support CASA’s mission. The service
auction includes financial support for
CASA advocacy, the lifebook and sum-
mer camp programs.

“The service auction is a cornerstone
of Come to the Table and gives guests
a powerful way to directly impact the
children we serve,” said Kathy Park,
Executive Director of CASA. “Many of
these children move from home to home
with very few belongings. Our Lifebook
program helps them preserve their me-
mories, milestones, and sense of identi-
ty—something they can carry with them
always”

Guests are also invited to support the
Mary Rogers Heart of CASA Fund,
which helps provide educational and
enrichment opportunities for children in
grades K-12, including school supplies,
activities, lessons, registrations, and es-
sential resources. The fund honors Mary
Rogers’ lifelong belief that every child
deserves the opportunity to thrive, re-
gardless of circumstance.

Come to the Table continues to offer
meaningful opportunities for commu-
nity involvement, with sponsorships
available for local businesses and orga-
nizations. This year’s sponsors include
Chautauqua Chemicals, Community
Bank, Cummins Jamestown Engine
Plant, Jamestown Plastics, Inc.,, SKE,
Sherman Teacher’s Association, The
Great Tree Inn Bed and Breakfast, and
‘Wegmans.

Tickets are $20 and may be purchased at
the door, through CASA board and staff
members, or online at chautauquacasa.
com. Those interested in sponsorships,
table design, or basket donations may
contact Kelly Fiorella at kfiorellacasa@
gmail.com.

All proceeds directly support CASA’s
mission of recruiting, training, and sup-
porting volunteers who advocate for
abused and neglected children in Chau-
tauqua County.

For those unable to attend, a tax-deduc-
tible donation can be sent to: CASA of
Chautauqua County, 2 Academy Street,
Suite 5, Mayville, NY 14757

e

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

About CASA of Chautauqua

The mission of the Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA) of Chautau-
qua County is to provide an independent
voice in court, advocating for the best in-
terest of abused and neglected children in
the pursuit of finding safe and permanent
homes. CASA of Chautauqua County,
Inc. relies on highly trained volunteers
who are appointed by a Chautauqua
County Family Court Judge to advocate
for children in court. These volunteers
work with relevant agencies and parties
in order to advocate for the best interest
of the child. With the information pro-
vided by the CASA volunteer, Family
Court Judges are better able to make in-
formed decisions as to what is best for the
child. CASA of Chautauqua County is a
United Way Community Partner

~N

B & HWINDOWS

Vinyl Windows
{ New Installatzon & Replacements
Double Hung Sliders

g% e N

Call Ray @ (716) 355-6442
1804 Waite Corners Road - Panama, NY 14767

Warren’s Ruby Wiles on
“Letting Your Inner nght Shme

Ruby Wiles returns this second Sun-
day of May to speak to the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of James-
town at 10:30 a.m. Her message,
“Letting Your Inner Light Shine,”
will feature stories of people who fol-
lowed their inner light. As the founder/
director of Warren's Free Books for Kids
Town, whose mission is literacy and
children’s education, Wiles also reads
a children’s book that fits the adults’
message. All are welcome to the ser-
vice and the coffee hour that follows.
To participate virtually, use the link at
UUJamestown.org/calendar. To learn
more about Wiles’ nonprofit program,
visit www.FreeBooksKidsTown.com.
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I have heen in business for 18 years and
. would love to help you get all your painting &
t  projects Done Right & Reasonably!

LANDSCAPING

Greener Gardens
Making Your World More

Beautiful, Naturally
10765 S. Roberts Rd.

Dunkirk
716-672-9871

www.facebook.com/jillsgreenergardens

PRESSURE
WASHING

LONGEST-SERVING:

19 years in business

LOWEST RATES:
$250/Std. ranch & $450/Std. 2-story
First-ever supplier of own water.

All Natural Products. Safe for people, plants & pets.
Houses, Garages, Decks, Concrete, Machinery, Docks
& More. You name it, I'll clean it.

CALL BRIAN MALTA
716-664-0025

Mother's Day
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Mark & Christina Phanco

Dwners

M&E Contracting

Roofing - Siding - Decks
Windows - Doors - Interior Remodel
Kitchen and Bath.

716-499-4164 - 716-430-6145

mccontracting9l@icloud.com

| CONTRACTING | -Eﬁ]_

Ex’rerior

Rescue

ROOFING
(716) 969-1422

520 W 8th St, Jamestown, NY
www.exteriorrescuewny.com

CHAUTAUDUA IRDONWORHKS

Docks and Boat lifts
In-shop & Mobile
welding services

Michael Donahue, Drywall Contractor
Interior Demolition
Insulation - Drywall

Priming
CALL 1-814-706-7226

Facebook: Donahue Drywall
donahuedrywall42@gmail.com

Scan to set up an appomtment -f :

www.donahuedrywallandcompanies.com

onammn pavn:
ponanue prywatL [ll FALCONER VAC SHACK

SCREEN REPAIR

Best & cheapest
in the world!
24-HOUR DROP-OFF

Just leave screens w/ hame
& number. We'll call when
they’re done -- right quick!

716-665-4408

30 West Main St. - Falconer, NY

5239 West Lake Rd, Mayville, NY
Office:716-753-3163

HOME REPAIR

"Over 35 Years of Experience”

tht{mg Swan

HOME REPAIR

yﬁ\o
;#"1
DOUG SWAN )/
(716) 581-3760 [, .~

Proudly Serving Warren & Chautauqua Counties

Join Our
CONTRACTOR CORNER

ONLY

529

Per Week

Call '716-484-7930
for more info

LAWN CARE

Ser'wcmg Jamestown, NY.
T (Lotal area within Chautauqua County,

G — Call Andre —
f?fﬁ) 739- 4553

L andrae1963@yahoo.cog L e W

Attention all seasonal residents, snowbirds,

college students, homebound individuals, and all those
out-of -towners who will always have a place in their
heart for Chautauqua County...

C, x Never miss the latest news,
receive your ©  events, and community

weekly Gazette [ g stories from home.
in the Mail!

$16.95
per month

Subscribe now at:
www.chqgazette.com/Subscriptions

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ....ANYWHERE!!!

"The garden year has no beginning and no end.”

~ Elizabeth Lawrence
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FRIENDS AROUND TOWN

INSURANCE
-Hour Eestomer Service - AT, HOME BUSINESS, LIFE

-1""'9
Yeu're in gocd hands,
William R Farr, LUTCF

Frxcluabae Apont
ALLSTATE INSURANCE COMPANY
B2 Foote fve + Jameatowr, NY 14001 « 485352
Aftrr Honrs: 664 A0EN » Fax 8S i

Al D2 ET Rl ks ale. com
waallstateanencies. omWllamFarn Weloome

WY Insuranos License #6067
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’ TIRE & WHEEL ick &4
. GAY MARKTIE = —— ~.Farm Tires

3 6624 Route 60 ety
~‘Cassadaga
' 962-9315 - 595-3408 o

gagmarkti:eand m
BT

~PROFESSIONAL

=, DETAILING _—

131East 2nd Street - Jamestown, NY

116-484-6246

STORAGE

STOREVLOCK

*SELF STORAGE*

5'X5" TO 10°’X30’ UNITS AVAILABLE
OUTSIDE STORAGE AVAILABLE
CARS, BOATS, RV'S, CAMPERS
CLIMATE CONTROLLED UNITS
SECURITY ENTRY SYSTEM
24 HR ACCESS & SURVEILLANCE
716-664-7396
ryan@selfstoragejamestownny.com
378 Livingston Ave Jamestown, NY

MOVING RENTALS

[I.I'HAUIf

CALL FOR DETAILS
131East 2nd Street - Jamestown, NY

116-7108-1708

CAR CARE

QUALITY TIRES & WHEBLS
AT AFFORDABILE PRICES 9
120 CENTRAL AVE.
SILVER CREEK
716-951-TIRE (8473)
OPEN MON -WED - FRI9 am -5 pm

TUE & THU 9 am - 6 pm - SAT BY APPT.
Financing options Available

FOLIKED TOVOD TIRES

STONE
IR0

| L LHomes

® Branden Maggio

- New Construction

- Major Renovations

- Additions

- Project Design

. Kitchen/Bath Renovations

716) 499-HOME (4663)

36 Chautauqua Ave - Lakewood, NY
WWW. STONEHILLHOMES.NET

12 EAST 4TH STREET, JAMESTOWN, NY

7 AM-4:30 PM Monday-Saturday
832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY

FURNITURE

215 W 4th St | Jamestown, NY
(716) 664-3333

lafayettecornersjamestown.com

AR BAKERY

CATERING

3C’s Catering

The Falcon’s Nest Banquet Hall

Let us help make your next event
Simple & above all..DELICIOUS!

Now booking events for summertime
& group outings at Diethrick Park.

Check out our facebook

page or website for weekly
Jood truck locations!

@3CsCateringNY

267-4403 | www.3cscatering.com

Cynthia Messere
MessereToTEE@gmail.com
(716) 638-9303

529

Per Week
Call 716-720-1845
for more info
" SECURITY & ALARMS
ALLIED ALARM

—— SERVICES, INC —
An Integration Company + Since 1984

Security Systems + Access Control
Fire Alarms + Video Surveillance

Locally Owned & Operated

(716) 665-6700
www.allied-alarm.com

Ltninbaincd] by i YR D irniorsl oo Sk 81200001 3380

716-487-8925
207 N Main St
Jamestown, NY

Open Daily 7am -1pm

ACME
Fhe
APPLIANCE STORE

1286 E 2nd St - Jamestown, NY
(716) 665-2317

GLASS SERVICES

D&S GLASS SERVICE

333 FLUVANNA AVE - JAMESTOWN
(Across from Arby’s)

16-661-9321

AUTO GLASS « MIRRORS
CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

SEAWAY
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

LIVE CHQ

Discover the
Benefits of Living in
Chautauqua County

Lve CHQ

LiveCHQ.org

APPLIANCES
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Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ

CHAUTAUQUA
GAZETTE

The Chautauqua Gazette is a vital link between our readers, the
communities we serve, and our advertisers who remain ready fo serve you.

Reaching an estimated 20,000 readers at over 350 newsstands in 35 zip codes
across Chautauqua, Cattaraugus & Warren Counties PLUS online!

— - -

TYPE SIZES (WxH)

1/16 Page Ad 4.875"x1.75"

1/8 Page Ad 4.875"x 3.666"

1/4 Page Vertical Ad 4.875"x7.5"

1/4 Page Horizontal Ad 9.96"x3.66"

1/2 Page Vertical Ad 4.88"x 15.15”

1/2 Page Horizontal Ad 9.9166"x 7.5"

Full Page Ad 9.9166"x 15.166"

WEBSITE ADS Lori Cornell

Get an ad on the homepage of Cell (716) 720-1845

CHanzette-CQm Cornell@CHQgazette.com
bargain rate of just

$25 A WEEK LIKE/FOLLOW US
(full year commitment required) @ O

www.CHQgazette.com




