
 

Leaves are forming on all the trees now, 
and the crab apples are just beginning 
to go from bud to blossom. Some of 
the earliest blooms have come and 
gone – daffodils, hyacinths, snowdrops. 
Meanwhile, green shoots in the earth 

get larger each day as they grow bit by 
bit to eventually form lilies, Shasta 
daisies, coneflowers, iris, and more. It’s 
still far too early to plant annuals and 
vegetables, but there’s still plenty to do 
in the garden.  

This is cleanup time in my flower beds. 
Pruning shears and a rake have been 

my most-used tools so far this spring. 
All winter long I leave the leftover fall 
debris. Those remaining brown stalks 
from Black Eyed Susans, Shasta Daisies, 
and coneflowers, and the inevitable dry 
leaves embedded around them, provided 
cold-weather cover for insects. Now that 

 

I was eight years old when I picked up 
my first hammer with the full intention 
of causing destruction.

Good destruction, of course.

It was demolition, and to an eight-year-
old, there are few things more satisfying 
than learning you are allowed (encou-
raged, even) to help knock something 
down. The house was the first one 
my parents ever bought: a two-family 
fixer-upper in a rural suburb that they 
dreamed of turning into a one-family 
home. “Fixer-upper” is a generous term. 
The house leaned a little. The windows 
were cracked. I still remember waking 
up one winter morning in the bedroom I 
shared with my two brothers and feeling 
snowflakes drift in through the broken 
glass.

But my parents never seemed discou-
raged.

They had started their family young, my 
mom at 16 and my dad at 18, and by the 

time they bought that house, it repre-
sented something much bigger than its 
sagging walls. It was possibility. It was a 
start. It was theirs.

They had very little money, but they had 
vision, determination, and faith that 
made them see what a house could be-
come instead of what it lacked. My dad 
liked to remind us that the place had 

“good bones” and, if you have that, the 
rest is simply a blank slate of possibility. 
He was not a trained carpenter, and his 
early experience came mostly from buil-
ding tree forts, but he was fearless about 
figuring things out, and that confidence 
became one of the greatest gifts he 
passed down to us.
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HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS
How a Lifetime of Renovating Houses Became a Way of Building Family

Featured Writer
Sheila Webster

SPRINGING TO LIFE THIS SEASON

Featured Writer
Sarah Tranum

Todd & Sarah Tranum with their children from left to right: Ryan (son-in-law), 
Lelsea and Calvin (grandson), Law, Anna, Maddie.

Viburnum in bloom

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Crab Apple buds
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Yvonne McNallie
Thomas Skerl

Friends of  
the Gazette

Thank you to our 2026 Members! 
Please Join us Today. 

Timothy DAngelo
Lisa & Andy Goodell
Nancy Kerrin
Patricia & William Locke
Linda & David Melquist
Rita & Gary Mrowka
Greg & Cindy Peterson
Kerri Rowan
Susan & Douglas Seamans
Kate & Dan Smith
Peter Stark
Janet Wahlberg

SILVER: $250 & UP

BRONZE: $100 & UP

Linda & Lawrence Adams
Elizabeth & John Anderson
Kathy & Thom Bemus
Donna Beal
Pat & Chuck Brininger
Suzanne & Kennie Campbell
James Colby
Millie & Mike Coon
Linda & Paul Demier
Lillian & Ned Divine
Bruce & Joan Erickson
Janet Forbes
Claire & Andy Felong
Paulette & Norm Green
Lane & Mat Hagberg
Carol Hay
Elisabeth Hall
Cristie Herbst
Donna & Jim Higginbotham
June & Todd Jacobson
Jill & Chad Jaquith
Patricia Kinney
Frances Lapinski
Elizabeth Lasser
Jennifer Martin
Marge & Mike Metzger
Chuck & Sharon Nazzaro
Mark Nelson
Diane & Donald Nelson
Elizabeth & Frank Petiprin
Alex Rosenberg
The Trussalo Family
Michelle & Jeffrey Victor
Anonymous in Jamestown

Friends of the Gazette play a vital 
role in keeping local journalism 
thriving in Chautauqua County. 

Readers may support our work by 
making a one-time or recurring 

donation online at www.
chqgazette.com/Support, or by 
mailing a check to Chautauqua 

Gazette, P.O. Box 32, Bemus Point, 
NY 14712. Every contribution, large 

or small, helps ensure the Gazette 
remains free and accessible. CHQgazette.com
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Magic in the Mulch: Whimsical Ways to 
Transform Your Garden & Lawn Care Routine

little bit of everything and call it 
your "variety garden". Got bare 
patches?  Spread some grass 
seed, cover it with a thin layer 
of compost then lie back and 
watch your lawn "comb-over", 
itself. Overwatering?  Stick a 
screwdriver into the soil.  If it goes 
in easily, hold off on watering.  If 
it's a struggle, your grass might be 
thirsty. Need a DIY weed killer?  
Boil water and pour it over those 
pesky invaders.  It's like a hot tub, 
but not for weeds.  And finally 
embrace imperfection!  A few 
dandelions here and there won't 
ruin your lawn's charm as they 
are a sure sign of spring. And 
what kid hasn't enjoyed picking 
a puffball of seeds and blowing 
them through the air? Besides, 
they make great wishes for when 
you're feeling whimsical. 

Nobody knows for sure how 
or why people started making 
wishes on dandelions. These 
perennial weeds have been 

around for thousands of years 
and therefore some believe if you 
make a wish immediately before 
blowing on a dandelion seed-
head, your wish will come true.  
Many believe dandelion seeds 
will carry your thoughts and 
dreams to loved ones when you 
blow them into the air.  Others 
believe that dandelions may be 
able to tell you if you're loved.  
Legend has it that if you can blow 
all the seeds off a dandelion with 
a single breath, then the person 
you love will love you back.

How many of these myths hold 
any truth?  You be the judge.  
The one thing for certain, 
scientifically, is that blowing 
dandelion seeds into the air will 
have consequences for these 
"rites of passage" in springtime. 
Where those seeds fall on fertile 
soil, there will likely be new 
dandelions in the future! Despite 
it all, happy gardening, happy 
mowing and happy spring. 
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Matthew G. White

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Boundary Surveys & Subdivisions for Property Transfers

• Property Line & Corner Determinations for Timber Management or Fences

We Survey In All Seasons!

Mike’s Nursery
Hydroponics & Organics

THE LARGEST PLANT NURSERY &
GROWER SUPPLY SHOP IN THE REGION

716 - 763 - 1612
199 E Fairmount Ave, 
Lakewood NY 14750

(A LSO IN CLUD ED WITH IN TH IS  SPEC I A L  ED IT ION)

•  PRO WASTE
• INF IN ITY  CUSTOM B U I LD ING
• EHMKE WEL L  DR I L LERS
• WARREN OVERHEAD D O OR
• S IXT  LUMBER
• GR ANT  LUMBER
• EVERYD AYS  TRUE  VA LUE
• EXTER IOR RO OFING
• STORER’S  CONTA INER SERV I CE
• BR IG IOT TA’ S
•  AH LSTROM S CHAEFFER
• K INGSV IEW PAV ING
• STONE H I L L  HOMES

F E A T U R E D  B U S I N E S S E S
Appliances & Repair
• ACME the Appliance Store
Dry Wall Work
• Donahue Dry Wall
Excavating & Concrete Work
• Concrete Construction
• Husky Enterprises
• R-Patti Excavating & Concrete
Flooring & Concrete Installations
• Detweiler Concrete Coatings
Flooring & Furniture Retail
• Moran’s Floor Store
• Pucci Carpet & Furniture 
Furniture Retail
• Lafayette Corners Furniture
Glass Services
• B&H Windows
• D&S Glass Service
Home & Hardware Stores
• Church Street Supply
• Clymer Hardware & Home 

Center
• Everydays True Value
• Sixt Lumber
Home Design & Construction
• Infinity Custom Building
• Stone Hill Homes
Home Renovation
• M&C Contracting
Household Repair & Handywork
• JB Repair Sales & Service
• Whistling Swan Home Repair
Land Surveying
• White Land Surveying

Lawn & Garden
• Apex Lawn Care
• Greener Gardens
• Peterson Farm
• R&R Landscaping
• Troyer Farms
Mattress Retail
• Jamestown Mattress
Painting
• Painting Unlimited  

of Jamestown, Inc.
• Tim’s Painting
Paving
• Kingsview Paving
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
• KDR Plumbing, Heating, 

Cooling
Pressure Washing
• Brian Malta’s Pressure 

Washing
Roofing
• Complete Roofing 

Systems (CRS)
• Eastern States Metal 

Roofing
• Exterior Rescue Roofing
Screen Repair
• Falconer Vac Shop -  

Screen Repair
Septic Systems
• Bush Septic
Stonework & Retail
• Stone & Outdoor Living
Waste Management
• Storer’s Container 

Service
Well Drilling
• Ehmke Well Drillers
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It's finally time to get outside, cele-
brate and cultivate our Homes & 
Gardens!  We proudly present this 
annual edition with our trusted re-
commendations, practical advice 
and inspiring stories to conjure up 
your passion to roll up your sleeves 
and get into project mode!  DIY 
what you wish and/or we are so 
happy to connect you with the 
impressive list of  professionals 
found here on page two, with their 
respective ads throughout this editi-
on.  Call me personally if you need 
further direction.  These experts tru-
ly represent the sort of hard work, 
ingenuity and beautiful fabric that 
we know so well in our community.  

The entire home improvement in-
dustry - from construction and re-
novations to lawn care and gardens 
- is a prime example of Chautauqua 
County's small business communi-
ty at its best.  Look no further than 
this edition of the Gazette.  We are 
so proud to feature and whole-he-
artedly recommend over FORTY 
(!!!) different LOCAL contractors 
and retailers that stand ready to 

share their talents with you! 

I know it's sometimes a challen-
ge - and I'm certainly not throwing 
stones in my own "glass house" - 
but this week is such a testament 
as to how we can work together as 
a community to support local busi-
nesses as much as possible.  Consi-
der the value of your smaller mom 
and pop shops and neighborhood 
experts for your home and garden 
needs this season, and remember 
the critical role that these small bu-
sinesses play in sustaining our local 
economy. 

Our community newspaper is 
case and point.  We appreciate this 
chance to feature home and gar-
den-related businesses, not only to 
recognize them for the high-quality 
home improvements they provide, 
but to highlight them as the con-
tributing community leaders that 
they are.  As Chautauqua County's 
only free weekly newspaper, we rely 
upon, and are truly grateful for, the 
support of our generous business 
partners.  Their support, for and 
confidence in, our community's we-
ekly newspaper helps ensure local 
journalism remains strong and that 
you may keep reading!

Together, we can all do our part to 
continue to help make Chautauqua 
County a great place to live, work 
and do business...and get our home 
and garden improvements done 
well this season! 

Publisher
Lori Cornell

Editorial with Lori Cornell

TURN LOCAL FOR YOUR 
HOME & GARDEN NEEDS

"The garden reconciles human art and 
wild nature, hard work and deep pleasure, 

spiritual practice and the material world. It 
is a magical place because it is not divided."

~ Thomas Moore

GIANT RUMMAGE SALE
MAY 1 & 2

Find us at the

South Dayton Fire Activity Hall!
FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM

SATURDAY 9AM TO 2PM
BAG SALE SATURDAY NOON TO 2PM

BAKE SALE BOTH DAYS
Sponsored by: Wesley Community Church

Clean donations accepted at fire hall
Sunday 4/26 1-4 pm or Mon & Tues 4/27 & 4/28 9am-4pm

Please consider volunteering April 26-May 2
Questions? Call Jenny 716-410-1737

GIANT RUMMAGE SALE
MAY 1 & 2

FULL STRENGTH 
AFTER DARK

55 E Main Street • Westfield, NY
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Bemus is 
Blooming!

72 Main Street, Bemus Point, NY
(716) 386-2893

www.bemustaphouse.com

20 CRAFT BEERS ON TAP

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Why limit Happy 
to an Hour?

Open 7 days a week

4739 Route 430 l Bemus Point, NY l (716) 386-3229

4663 Rte 430, Bemus Point, New York 14712

It’s your time.
Local-approved, classic lake life food lovingly sourced 
and happily prepared to make today your perfect day.

22 Main Street l Bemus Point, NY 14712
(716) 386-2200 

www.lakelifecafe.com

OOPPEENN  77  DDAAYYSS  AA  WWEEEEKK  
OOppeenn  77aamm--22ppmm  MMoonnddaayy  ––  FFrriiddaayy  

OOppeenn  88aamm--22ppmm  SSaattuurrddaayy  &&  SSuunnddaayy

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY’S PREMIER 
OUTDOOR LIVING SUPPLIER
Stone l Pavers & Hardscapes

Hot Tubs & Spas l Landscape Lighting 
Water Features l Fireplaces

Grills & Outdoor Kitchens l Patio 
Heaters & Fire Pits l Patio Furniture

Tools & Supplies

4320 Bayview Rd. l Bemus Point, NY
www.solcenters.com
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MARK SLEGGS
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621 Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com  |  http://www.marksleggs.realtor
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CENTURY 21 TURNER BROKERS 4 East Fairmount Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

Welcome to 3949-3951 South Nesmith Ave.!! The home is a 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1280
square foot fully furnished home with a detached 2 car garage. A cozy outdoor covered
patio welcomes you; perfect for morning coffees or afternoon reading. Inside the rear
door, is an open foyer with brick flooring. A large living room with hardwood floors with
modern wall and lighting accents greets you inside. All 3 tastefully decorated bedrooms
have hardwood floors and space for clothes. The full bath has tile floors and a walk in
shower. The kitchen and dining area are open and spacious with an island with ample
seating, a tile floor and modern appliances. Property has an approved lot for a 1500 sq.
home on the corner.  Currently used an an air-bnb netting $15000 in income per year,
with more income potential.  The home's flexibility is perfect for owner use or short-
term rental use, with lake access and many options.  Don't miss the chance to own this
unique and versitile property in Bemus Point!!

3949-3951 SOUTH NESMITH AVENUE BEMUS POINT 14712

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21 Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.

$429,000
MLS#  
3 Beds
1 Bath
Square Feet 1280
Lot: 2 lots
Lake access - Open House
May 2 and 3 12-4 pm

MARK SLEGGS
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621 Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com  |  http://www.marksleggs.realtor
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CENTURY 21 TURNER BROKERS 4 East Fairmount Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

Welcome to 3949-3951 South Nesmith Ave.!! The home i a 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1280
square foot fully furnished home with a detached 2 car garage. A cozy outdoor covered
patio welcomes you; perfect for morning coffees or afternoon reading. Inside the rear
door, is an open foyer with brick flooring. A large living room with hardwood floors with
modern wall and lighting accents greets you inside. All 3 tastefully decorated bedrooms
have hardwood floors and space for clothes. The full bath has tile floors and a walk in
shower. The kitchen and dining area are open and spacious with an island with ample
seating, a tile floor and modern appliances. Property has an approved lot for a 1500 sq.
home on the corner.  Currently used an an air-bnb netting $15000 in income per year,
with more income potential.  The home's flexibility is perfect for owner use or short-
term rental use, with lake access and many options.  Don't miss the chance to own this
unique and versitile property in Bemus Point!!

3949-3951 SOUTH NESMITH AVENUE BEMUS POINT 14712

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21 Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.

$429,000
MLS#
3 Beds
1 Bath
Square Feet 1280
Lot: 2 lots
Lake access - Open House
May 2 and 3 12-4 pm

MARK SLEGGS
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621 Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com  |  http://www.marksleggs.realtor
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CENTURY 21 TURNER BROKERS 4 East Fairmount Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

Welcome to 3949-3951 South Nesmith Ave.!! The home i a 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1280
square foot fully furnished home with a detached 2 car garage. A cozy outdoor covered
patio welcomes you; perfect for morning coffees or afternoon reading. Inside the rear
door, is an open foyer with brick flooring. A large living room with hardwood floors with
modern wall and lighting accents greets you inside. All 3 tastefully decorated bedrooms
have hardwood floors and space for clothes. The full bath has tile floors and a walk in
shower. The kitchen and dining area are open and spacious with an island with ample
seating, a tile floor and modern appliances. Property has an approved lot for a 1500 sq.
home on the corner.  Currently used an an air-bnb netting $15000 in income per year,
with more income potential.  The home's flexibility is perfect for owner use or short-
term rental use, with lake access and many options.  Don't miss the chance to own this
unique and versitile property in Bemus Point!!

3949-3951 SOUTH NESMITH AVENUE BEMUS POINT 14712

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21 Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.

$429,000
MLS#
3 Beds
1 Bath
Square Feet 1280
Lot: 2 lots
Lake access - Open House
May 2 and 3 12-4 pm

MARK SLEGGS
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621 Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com  |  http://www.marksleggs.realtor
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CENTURY 21 TURNER BROKERS 4 East Fairmount Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

Welcome to 3949-3951 South Nesmith Ave.!! The home i a 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1280
square foot fully furnished home with a detached 2 car garage. A cozy outdoor covered
patio welcomes you; perfect for morning coffees or afternoon reading. Inside the rear
door, is an open foyer with brick flooring. A large living room with hardwood floors with
modern wall and lighting accents greets you inside. All 3 tastefully decorated bedrooms
have hardwood floors and space for clothes. The full bath has tile floors and a walk in
shower. The kitchen and dining area are open and spacious with an island with ample
seating, a tile floor and modern appliances. Property has an approved lot for a 1500 sq.
home on the corner.  Currently used an an air-bnb netting $15000 in income per year,
with more income potential.  The home's flexibility is perfect for owner use or short-
term rental use, with lake access and many options.  Don't miss the chance to own this
unique and versitile property in Bemus Point!!

3949-3951 SOUTH NESMITH AVENUE BEMUS POINT 14712

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21 Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.

$429,000
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3 Beds
1 Bath
Square Feet 1280
Lot: 2 lots
Lake access - Open House
May 2 and 3 12-4 pm

MARK SLEGGS
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621 Office (716) 763-7506
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CENTURY 21 TURNER BROKERS 4 East Fairmount Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

Welcome to 3949-3951 South Nesmith Ave.!! The home i a 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1280
square foot fully furnished home with a detached 2 car garage. A cozy outdoor covered
patio welcomes you; perfect for morning coffees or afternoon reading. Inside the rear
door, is an open foyer with brick flooring. A large living room with hardwood floors with
modern wall and lighting accents greets you inside. All 3 tastefully decorated bedrooms
have hardwood floors and space for clothes. The full bath has tile floors and a walk in
shower. The kitchen and dining area are open and spacious with an island with ample
seating, a tile floor and modern appliances. Property has an approved lot for a 1500 sq.
home on the corner.  Currently used an an air-bnb netting $15000 in income per year,
with more income potential.  The home's flexibility is perfect for owner use or short-
term rental use, with lake access and many options.  Don't miss the chance to own this
unique and versitile property in Bemus Point!!

3949-3951 SOUTH NESMITH AVENUE BEMUS POINT 14712

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21 Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.
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Lake access - Open House
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CENTURY 21 TURNER BROKERS 4 East Fairmount Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

Welcome to 3949-3951 South Nesmith Ave.!! The home i a 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1280
square foot fully furnished home with a detached 2 car garage. A cozy outdoor covered
patio welcomes you; perfect for morning coffees or afternoon reading. Inside the rear
door, is an open foyer with brick flooring. A large living room with hardwood floors with
modern wall and lighting accents greets you inside. All 3 tastefully decorated bedrooms
have hardwood floors and space for clothes. The full bath has tile floors and a walk in
shower. The kitchen and dining area are open and spacious with an island with ample
seating, a tile floor and modern appliances. Property has an approved lot for a 1500 sq.
home on the corner.  Currently used an an air-bnb netting $15000 in income per year,
with more income potential.  The home's flexibility is perfect for owner use or short-
term rental use, with lake access and many options.  Don't miss the chance to own this
unique and versitile property in Bemus Point!!

3949-3951 SOUTH NESMITH AVENUE BEMUS POINT 14712

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21 Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.

$429,000
MLS#
3 Beds
1 Bath
Square Feet 1280
Lot: 2 lots
Lake access - Open House
May 2 and 3 12-4 pm

MARK SLEGGS
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621 Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com  |  http://www.marksleggs.realtor
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CENTURY 21 TURNER BROKERS 4 East Fairmount Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

Welcome to 3949-3951 South Nesmith Ave.!! The home i a 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1280
square foot fully furnished home with a detached 2 car garage. A cozy outdoor covered
patio welcomes you; perfect for morning coffees or afternoon reading. Inside the rear
door, is an open foyer with brick flooring. A large living room with hardwood floors with
modern wall and lighting accents greets you inside. All 3 tastefully decorated bedrooms
have hardwood floors and space for clothes. The full bath has tile floors and a walk in
shower. The kitchen and dining area are open and spacious with an island with ample
seating, a tile floor and modern appliances. Property has an approved lot for a 1500 sq.
home on the corner.  Currently used an an air-bnb netting $15000 in income per year,
with more income potential.  The home's flexibility is perfect for owner use or short-
term rental use, with lake access and many options.  Don't miss the chance to own this
unique and versitile property in Bemus Point!!

3949-3951 SOUTH NESMITH AVENUE BEMUS POINT 14712

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21 Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.

$429,000
MLS#
3 Beds
1 Bath
Square Feet 1280
Lot: 2 lots
Lake access - Open House
May 2 and 3 12-4 pm

MARK SLEGGS
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621   Office (716) 763-7506 
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com  |  http://www.marksleggs.realtor
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CENTURY 21 TURNER BROKERS 4 East Fairmount Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

Welcome to 3949-3951 South Nesmith Ave.!! The home i a 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1280
square foot fully furnished home with a detached 2 car garage. A cozy outdoor covered
patio welcomes you; perfect for morning coffees or afternoon reading. Inside the rear
door, is an open foyer with brick flooring. A large living room with hardwood floors with
modern wall and lighting accents greets you inside. All 3 tastefully decorated bedrooms
have hardwood floors and space for clothes. The full bath has tile floors and a walk in
shower. The kitchen and dining area are open and spacious with an island with ample
seating, a tile floor and modern appliances. Property has an approved lot for a 1500 sq.
home on the corner.  Currently used an an air-bnb netting $15000 in income per year,
with more income potential.  The home's flexibility is perfect for owner use or short-
term rental use, with lake access and many options.  Don't miss the chance to own this
unique and versitile property in Bemus Point!!

3949-3951 SOUTH NESMITH AVENUE BEMUS POINT 14712

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21 Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.

$429,000
MLS#
3 Beds
1 Bath
Square Feet 1280
Lot: 2 lots
Lake access - Open House
May 2 and 3 12-4 pm

Extra large and cleared 160' x 120' lot suitable for 4 building lots very
close the village of Bemus Point.  Sidewalks make it a perfect setting
for walks to enjoy the center of Bemus Point activities.  Close to I-86
for travels east and west.  Perfect for residential home construction.  A
must see ready to build property!!

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports
the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21
Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621
Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com
http://www.marksleggs.realtor

$170,000
  |  

MLS® R1674945

4931 Main Street, Bemus Point, NY
JUST LISTED

MARK SLEGGS

Extra large and cleared 160' x 120' lot suitable for 4 building lots very
close the village of Bemus Point.  Sidewalks make it a perfect setting
for walks to enjoy the center of Bemus Point activities.  Close to I-86
for travels east and west.  Perfect for residential home construction.  A
must see ready to build property!!

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports
the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21
Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621
Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com
http://www.marksleggs.realtor

$170,000
  |  

MLS® R1674945

4931 Main Street, Bemus Point, NY
JUST LISTED

MARK SLEGGS

Extra large and cleared 160' x 120' lot suitable for 4 building lots very
close the village of Bemus Point.  Sidewalks make it a perfect setting
for walks to enjoy the center of Bemus Point activities.  Close to I-86
for travels east and west.  Perfect for residential home construction.  A
must see ready to build property!!

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports
the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21
Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621
Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com
http://www.marksleggs.realtor

$179,000
    |    

MLS® R1674945

4931 Main Street, Bemus Point, NY
JUST LISTED

MARK SLEGGS

Extra large and cleared 160' x 120' lot suitable for 4 building lots very
close the village of Bemus Point.  Sidewalks make it a perfect setting
for walks to enjoy the center of Bemus Point activities.  Close to I-86
for travels east and west.  Perfect for residential home construction.  A
must see ready to build property!!

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports
the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21
Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621
Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com
http://www.marksleggs.realtor

$170,000
  |  

  
MLS® R1674945

4931 Main Street, Bemus Point, NY
JUST LISTED

MARK SLEGGS

Extra large and cleared 160’ x 120’ lot 
suitable for 4 building lots very close the 
village of Bemus Point.  Sidewalks make 
it a perfect setting for walks to enjoy the 
center of Bemus Point activities.  Close to 
I-86 for travels east and west.  Perfect for
residential home construction.  A must 
see ready to build property!!

Extra large and cleared 160' x 120' lot suitable for 4 building lots very
close the village of Bemus Point.  Sidewalks make it a perfect setting
for walks to enjoy the center of Bemus Point activities.  Close to I-86
for travels east and west.  Perfect for residential home construction.  A
must see ready to build property!!

© 2026 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are registered service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports
the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is not listed with a real estate broker affiliated with the CENTURY 21
Brand, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile (716) 640-5621
Office (716) 763-7506
mark@c21turnerbrokers.com
http://www.marksleggs.realtor

$170,000
  |  

MLS® R1674945

4931 Main Street, Bemus Point, NY
JUST LISTED

MARK SLEGGS

Bemus is 
Blooming!
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Every year around Earth Day, 
we get a burst of motivation. 
We buy the plants. We sketch 

the garden beds. We picture ourselves 
as the kind of people who casually 
harvest herbs at golden hour. And 
then, five minutes in, we remember 
gardening is dirty.

Not aesthetically messy. Actually 
dirty. Fingernails packed with soil. 
Knees damp from the ground. It turns 
out that one of the biggest barriers to 
tending a garden is the simple fact 
that you have to touch the earth.

Which, if you’ve spent any time in 
church, should sound familiar. In 
the Gospel of John, Chapter 9, Jesus 
heals a man born blind in a way that 
feels…a little uncomfortable. He 
spits on the ground, makes mud, 
and smears it on the man’s eyes. It’s 
not sanitized. It’s not distant. It’s 
deeply physical, a little strange, and 
undeniably earthy.

And before we rush to turn that into a 
neat metaphor about “seeing clearly,” 
it’s worth pausing. Blindness is not 
a problem to be fixed for someone 
to be whole or beloved. That’s not 
the point. The point is the method. 
The medium. The fact that healing, 
transformation, connection, it 
happens through contact. Through 
earth. Through the willingness to get 
our hands into something real. Which 
can make a lot of us *cough, especially 
Christians* uncomfortable.

Gardening teaches that whether we 
like it or not.

You cannot coax tomatoes out of 
avoidance. You cannot grow basil 
through good intentions alone. At 
some point, you have to kneel down 
and pay attention. What does this 
soil need? Is it dry? Compacted? 
Depleted? What has been taken 
from it, season after season, without 
being restored?

If we’re honest, those are justice 
questions too.

Because soil doesn’t just “fail” 
on its own. It gets overworked. 
Stripped. Neglected. Sound 
familiar? Communities do too. 
Neighborhoods do too. People do 
too. And the work of repair, the 
work of justice, is rarely clean. It asks 
something of us. Time. Proximity. 
Discomfort. The humility to admit 
we don’t fully understand what’s 
needed yet.

It’s easier to stay on the porch, admiring 
the idea of a garden. It’s easier to talk 
about “helping” from a safe distance. 
But nothing grows there.

Growth happens when we step in. 
When we learn the rhythms of a 
place. When we listen more than we 
assume. When we invest in the long, 
slow work of tending—not fixing, 
not saving, but tending.

And yes, it will get under your nails.

But here’s the thing: that dirt? It’s not 
just mess. It’s possibility. It’s the place 
where seeds split open and become 
something more. It’s the place where 
life insists on pushing up through 
what looks like nothing.

So maybe this year, as you think 
about home and garden, you don’t 
aim for perfection. Maybe you aim 
for participation.

Plant something. Sure. But also pay 
attention to what you’re planting 
yourself in. What communities are 
you tending? What systems are you 
willing to get close enough to actually 
understand? Where might you need 
to stop hovering and start kneeling?

Because sometimes, the most sacred 
thing you can do is get your hands dirty.

The Rev. Holly Clark-Porter is pastor 
of Fredonia Presbyterian Church. An 
irreverent reverend, she’s interested in 
making people feel seen, empowered, 
and welcome to a big , big table. Holly 
and husband, KC, love restoring their 
1920s home, growing herbs, and 
doting on their pets. She is a graduate 
of Schreiner University and Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and 
her expertise/writing has appeared in 
outlets including Huffington Post and 
Call to Worship, with features on NPR.

Get your Hands Dirty

Featured Writer
Rev. Holly Clark-Porter
Pastor, Fredonia Presbyterian

PLEASE JOIN US!
Rev. Jerry Lange 

“The Gift of Encouragement”
Sunday Service 10:00 am

First Covenant Church • 520 Spring Street, Jamestown
To know Christ and make Him known

Peterson Funeral Home

eric@petersonfuneralhome.net  l  www.petersonfh.net
12 North Pearl St. l Frewsburg, NY l 716-569-5405

Traditional & Cremation Services
Pre-planning Services

Lube-Oil Filters • NYS Inspections
Tires & TPS Repair • Brakes
Shocks & Struts • Batteries

Exhaust • Accessories
Propane Bi-Fuel Systems by Icom

Automotive & Conversion Center 

QUALITY REPAIRS FROM A NAME YOU TRUST 

LICTUSAUTO.COM
716-355-1041 • 8706 E. MAIN ST. CLYMER, NY

Lube-Oil Filters • NYS Inspections
Tires & TPS Repair • Brakes
Shocks & Struts • Batteries

Exhaust • Accessories
Propane Bi-Fuel Systems by Icom

Automotive & Conversion Center 

QUALITY REPAIRS FROM A NAME YOU TRUST 

LICTUSAUTO.COM
716-355-1041 • 8706 E. MAIN ST. CLYMER, NY

Lube-Oil Filters • NYS Inspections
Tires & TPS Repair • Brakes
Shocks & Struts • Batteries

Exhaust • Accessories
Propane Bi-Fuel Systems by Icom

Automotive & Conversion Center 

QUALITY REPAIRS FROM A NAME YOU TRUST 

LICTUSAUTO.COM
716-355-1041 • 8706 E. MAIN ST. CLYMER, NY

Lube-Oil Filters • NYS Inspections
Tires & TPS Repair • Brakes
Shocks & Struts • Batteries

Exhaust • Accessories
Propane Bi-Fuel Systems by Icom

Automotive & Conversion Center 

QUALITY REPAIRS FROM A NAME YOU TRUST 

LICTUSAUTO.COM
716-355-1041 • 8706 E. MAIN ST. CLYMER, NY

PROUD TO BE LOCAL!

Lighthouse 
Point Grocery
5262 West Lake Road
Mayville, NY 14757
(716) 753-2829

FLUVANNA AVE
Peterson Farm
Starting May 1st Open Every day 10-6

Full Greenhouse Selection
Annuals • Perennials • Hanging Baskets, 

Vegetable Plants • Soils • Mulches  
Gift Shop • Cuba Cheese • XL Eggs

Local Till Top Creamery Milk
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Register Now To Lock In This Rate!

$20/mo
$45

100 Mbps
ALL-IN PRICING. NO EXTRA TAXES OR FEES.

FOUNDERS PREMIUM PLAN

 free$49
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATIONPRICE LOCK GUARANTEE

$20/mo for the first year
Then $35/mo for life

ImpactJamestown.com | Call (716) 507-0627

VACUUM REPAIR & MORE
Drop off at Falconer Vac Shack

or JB Repair in Kennedy

 

Spring Fever doesn't arrive all 
at once it sneaks in quietly, 
usually on a mild afternoon 

when the sun lingers just a little 
longer and the air finally loses its 
winter grip.  Heavy coats are left 
behind and suddenly everything 
feels possible again. After months 
of overcast skies and careful steps .. 
something shifts.  

The sight of tulips and daffodils are 
often the first cheerful signs that 
spring has truly arrived.  Almost 
overnight, they appear in yards and 
along sidewalks, brightening spaces 
that only weeks before were still 
touched by winter.  Daffodils nod 
gently in the breeze, while tulips 
stand a little taller as if quietly 
announcing the season's return. 
Their colors of soft yellows, warm 
reds and gentle pinks feel especially 
welcome. Each spring these familiar 

blooms remind us that even the 
longest winters eventually give 
way to something bright, hopeful 
and new as does the bright yellow, 
bell-shaped flowers of the forsythia 
bushes being a traditional indicator 
of spring's arrival.

Springtime is the sound of birds 
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hum of a lawn mower and the 
familiar creak of a screen door 
opening.  It's the sight of robins 
tugging at the thawing ground and 
neighbors lingering outside just a 
little longer. These small  sights and 
sounds quietly signal what we've 
been waiting for all winter, the 
gentle welcome return of spring. 

Spring fever isn't just about the 
weather.  It's about possibility and 
the quiet feeling that something 
new is just around the corner.  We 
find ourselves opening windows 
and breathing in the fresh spring 
air. And each year, like the season 
itself, a gentle, familiar and 
reassuring feeling returns to tell us 
that brighter days always find their 
way back. 

Springtime reminds us that winter, 
no matter how long, never gets the 
final word. 

Pat's Pen with Pat Locke

S P R I N G  F E V E R

Contributing Writer
Pat Locke

Soft Serve Ice Cream 
Milkshakes • Floats • Sundaes

Pizza & Hot Dogs
Webb’s Chocolate 

CHQ Apparel & Souvenirs
BEGINNING MAY 1ST

OPEN EVERY DAY 11AM TO 9PM

115 WEST LAKE ROAD, MAYVILLE, NY 14757
 WWW.WEBBSWORLD.COM

HILL & DALE GARDEN CLUB

The Hill & Dale Garden Club of Chautauqua & Warren Counties recently hosted 
a presentation by local author, owner and horticulturist, Adrienne Ploss, at Pa-
nama Methodist Church. She discussed the placement of stones & statues to 
enhance their appeal and enjoyment of our home gardens. Her presentation 
shared her fourth-generation family farm's history and beginnings as her an-
cestral immigrants settled near Mayville over 100 years ago. Adrienne combines 
her love of family and horticulture in her two books: "Go Back You Forgot The 
Flowers" and another to be published later this year. More info can be found 
on her Facebook page: Hickory Hurst Farm and website: gobackyouforgotthe-
flowers.com.  Come visit her farm!

$400 Single Glider
$650 Balcony Settee Worth the Drive! Save so much!Worth the Drive! Save so much!
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Every house my parents bought had 
good bones and a very long to-do list. 
But they had a gift for seeing possibili-
ty where others saw burden, and over 
time that vision changed the course of 
our family’s life. With each renovation, 
they built equity, stability, and a future 
that looked very different from where 
they had started. Neither of them had 
a college degree, and they knew there 
were limits to how far a paycheck alone 
could stretch. So they found another 
way: with courage, sweat equity, and 
a willingness to take on what others 
would have passed by.

As kids, we were part of it all, whether we 
liked it or not. We knocked down walls, 
hauled debris, painted rooms, and wat-
ched spaces slowly transform. (Going to 
the dump is still one of my favorite pas-
times.) I argued with my brothers and 
whined quite a bit because, let’s face it, 
that was not the “fun” our friends were 
having at the time. But somewhere in all 
that noise, something important took 
root in me.

I learned that I loved it.

I loved the creative problem-solving. I 
loved seeing something neglected be-
come beautiful. I loved learning how 
to do practical things that saved money 
and created value. Most of all, I loved 
that building was my dad’s happy place, 
and as a little girl, I loved being able to 
share that with him. Truth be told, I still 
do!

Looking back, I can see that home was 
never just about the houses. It was about 
family. Every house my parents bought 
became the family home because we all 
had a hand in shaping it. We did not just 
live there. We made it ours.

My grandmother often said, “What 
doesn’t kill us makes us stronger.” At 
the time, that sounded like one of those 
sayings adults repeat because they can. 
But in hindsight, she was right. Those 
years gave me more than memories and 
practical skills. They built resilience. 
Grit. Confidence. They taught me not to 
be afraid to try.

That lesson followed me into adulthood.

When I bought my first house with 
my first husband in 2001, it was a fore-
closed-upon “beauty” in the city of Ja-
mestown that we purchased for $23,000. 
Other people might have seen a mess. I 
saw another house with good bones.

Then life shifted, as it does. There was di-

vorce. There was remarriage. There was 
the beautiful and complicated work of 
blending a family. I had two daughters. 
My husband had a son and a daughter. 
Suddenly, the life we were building no 
longer fit the house we were in.

That search led us to Maple Springs, a 
hidden gem in the best little community 
in Chautauqua County. The house we 
found was another foreclosure:  a th-
ree-family home with a detached garage 
that had been turned into another apart-
ment. Plenty of space, plenty of pro-
blems. In other words, exactly the kind 
of place I had been raised not to fear.

The bones were good, so I did not he-
sitate. Thankfully, my husband values 
frugality as much as he enjoys a good 
adventure, so he was all in too.

What followed was one of the biggest 
renovation projects of my life, and one 
of the most meaningful. Blending fami-
lies can be challenging. Love is there, 
but belonging takes time. We needed 
more than a roof over our heads. We 
needed something that would bring us 
together. We did what my parents had 
done: we gave the kids tools and made 
them part of the process. They knocked 
down walls with sledgehammers, hel-
ped paint, laid flooring, and hung 
drywall. We built bonfires and burned 
old decking. We got dirty. We got tired. 
We laughed a lot. And without fully rea-
lizing it, we built more than rooms and 
hallways. We built connection. We built 

trust. We built shared ownership of a life 
we were creating together.

Just as it had been when I was growing 
up, family showed up. In our family, 
when someone has a project, people 
come. They bring tools, know-how, 
willing hands, good humor, and a cold 
drink for the end of the day. There is so-
mething deeply moving about a home 
touched by so many hands. The place 
belongs not just to the people who live 
there, but to the larger story of the fa-
mily itself.

When I was 11, I made a wooden plaque 
for my parents in the shape of a house. 
I carefully inscribed the words, “Home 
is where the heart is.” At that age, I did 
not fully understand the depth of what 
I was saying. I just knew it was a good 
thought. My parents knew the impor-
tance of those words. That keepsake 
has been displayed in every house they 
have owned. Today, it hangs in their 
kitchen, the place where our family still 
gathers most often. Because home is not 
just where you eat dinner or keep your 
belongings. It is where people gather. 
Where children learn. Where traditions 
are handed down. Where hard work be-
comes memory. Where love takes prac-
tical form.

Now I find myself in another full-circle 
season. Our children are becoming 
homeowners themselves, and the work 
continues. They call when they need 
help with a bathroom, a floor, or a pro-

ject that feels just big enough to be in-
timidating. My dad still shows up. My 
mom still helps. But now I am often the 
one guiding the next step, watching the 
kids learn to use power tools and trust 
themselves the way I once learned to.

That may be one of the greatest joys of 
all: seeing confidence become legacy.

Homes and families have a lot in com-
mon. Both require vision. Both demand 
patience. Both go through seasons of 
mess, repair, and reinvention. Some-
times things crack. Sometimes they 
lean. Sometimes they let the snow in. 
But if the bones are good, if there is love, 
determination, and a willingness to keep 
building, then almost anything can be 
restored.

I picked up my first hammer thinking I 
was helping tear something down. What 
I did not know was that I was also begin-
ning a life shaped by building: houses, 
families, memories, and a sense of home 
that has carried me through every tran-
sition.

Home, I have learned, is more than a 
place you live.

It is the foundation that holds a family 
together.

Sarah Tranum is a proud Do-It-Hersel-
fer and the director of the Occupational 
Therapy Assistant program at Jamestown 
Community College.

Home Is Where the Heart Is

Continued from Front Page

Sarah with her grandsons, Oliver and Calvin FitzpatrickSarah and her dad, Jim Barnett
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A new community-based Not-For-
Profit has emerged in the Village 
of Mayville, co-created by two 
Chamber of Commerce members 
and local business owners, Ariel 
Cartwright of The Mayberry 
Jungle and Sorena Gilkinson of 
Handcrafted From the Heart. 
This new venture – Inspire Good 
of WNY, INC. – is a grassroots 
effort within the community 
to inspire good, give back, and 
promote positivity in the Mayville 
community. 

Ms. Cartwright and Ms. Gilkinson 
are working on a mission statement 
for this new organization. With a 
driving force of community-based 
work, the Chautauqua County 
Chamber of Commerce Mayville 
Committee has determined 
the new nonprofit is a good 
fit for operating the Mayville 
Community Yard Sales and the 
Mayville Farmers’ & Artisans’ 
Market. 

Chamber President and CEO, 
Daniel Heitzenrater stated, “As 
the Chamber has refocused on our 
mission to build vital connections, 

provide professional resources, 
and champion local businesses 
in Chautauqua County, we are 
pleased to be able to transition 
this event to an organization that 
is truly focused on community 
building.”

Inspire Good of WNY, INC. is 
not making any changes to the 
yard sales event, which will be 
held Memorial Day Weekend. 
Registrations are being accepted 
through May 19 and all who 
register will be included on the 
yard sale map. 

The Mayville Farmers’ & Artisans’ 
Market hours will be Thursdays, 
11am-5pm with a starting date to 
be announced. 

Proceeds from both events will 
be returned to the community 
through scholarships, 
sponsorships, and more. For 
more details on either event, 
please check out the Facebook 
event for the yard sales or the 
Facebook page for the Mayville 
Farmers’ & Artisans’ Market. 
Should you want to be involved 
in any manner, please contact 
Inspire Good of WNY, INC. at 
connectingyou716@gmail.com.

Article Contributed by
Inspire Good of WNY, INC.

New Mayville Not-For-Profit Home of 
Mayville Yard Sales and the Mayville 

Farmers’ & Artisans’ Market

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo

Shown (L-R) are Brian Pender, Chair of the Chamber’s Mayville 
Committee; Daniel Heitzenrater, Chamber President & CEO; 

Sorena Gilkinson and Ariel Cartwright, co-founders of Inspire 
Good of WNY, INC., and Cartwright’s daughters.
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The Village of Sherman is pleased to 

announce the launch of the Down-

town Streetscape Conceptual Design 

Project made possible by the generous 

support of the Chautauqua Region 

Economic Development Corpora-

tion awarding the $15,000 grant to-

wards the $30,000 project.

The project aims to 

provide enginee-

ring planning 

and technical 

assistance to 

develop a coor-

dinated concep-

tual design for a 

comprehensive Down-

town Sherman streetscape im-

provement initiative. The detailed 

Engineering Planning Report will in-

clude a project narrative, conceptual 

drawings, preliminary cost estimates, 

and a phased implementation strategy.

The planning effort will assess exis-

ting conditions and infrastructure 

constraints and develop practical, 

community-focused concepts to en-

hance pedestrian safety and ADA ac-

cessibility, modernize roadway and 

parking configurations, strengthen the 

functionality and appeal of business 

frontages, and improve connectivity 

to nearby trails and key community 

destinations.

This project will establish a clear road-

map for reinvestment in Downtown 

Sherman. The outcome will position 

the downtown corridor 

to support increased 

economic activity, 

improved public 

safety, enhanced 

walkability, and 

long-term com-

munity vitality.

“We are very grateful to 

for the Chautauqua Region Eco-

nomic Development Corporation’s 

commitment to the Village of Sher-

man,” said Mayor Colleen Meeder. 

This is the next step in further deve-

loping the 2023 Village of Sherman 

Downtown Visioning and Design 

Complete Streets Plan supported by 

Chautauqua County Partnership for 

Economic Growth and GoBike.

Downtown Streetscape 
Conceptual Design 

Sherman, NY
Contributed by

St. Susans Center
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A new community-based Not-For-
Profit has emerged in the Village 
of Mayville, co-created by two 
Chamber of Commerce members 
and local business owners, Ariel 
Cartwright of The Mayberry 
Jungle and Sorena Gilkinson of 
Handcrafted From the Heart. 
This new venture – Inspire Good 
of WNY, INC. – is a grassroots 
effort within the community 
to inspire good, give back, and 
promote positivity in the Mayville 
community. 

Ms. Cartwright and Ms. Gilkinson 
are working on a mission statement 
for this new organization. With a 
driving force of community-based 
work, the Chautauqua County 
Chamber of Commerce Mayville 
Committee has determined 
the new nonprofit is a good 
fit for operating the Mayville 
Community Yard Sales and the 
Mayville Farmers’ & Artisans’ 
Market. 

Chamber President and CEO, 
Daniel Heitzenrater stated, “As 
the Chamber has refocused on our 
mission to build vital connections, 

provide professional resources, 
and champion local businesses 
in Chautauqua County, we are 
pleased to be able to transition 
this event to an organization that 
is truly focused on community 
building.”

Inspire Good of WNY, INC. is 
not making any changes to the 
yard sales event, which will be 
held Memorial Day Weekend. 
Registrations are being accepted 
through May 19 and all who 
register will be included on the 
yard sale map. 

The Mayville Farmers’ & Artisans’ 
Market hours will be Thursdays, 
11am-5pm with a starting date to 
be announced. 

Proceeds from both events will 
be returned to the community 
through scholarships, 
sponsorships, and more. For 
more details on either event, 
please check out the Facebook 
event for the yard sales or the 
Facebook page for the Mayville 
Farmers’ & Artisans’ Market. 
Should you want to be involved 
in any manner, please contact 
Inspire Good of WNY, INC. at 
connectingyou716@gmail.com.
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Shown (L-R) are Brian Pender, Chair of the Chamber’s Mayville 
Committee; Daniel Heitzenrater, Chamber President & CEO; 

Sorena Gilkinson and Ariel Cartwright, co-founders of Inspire 
Good of WNY, INC., and Cartwright’s daughters.
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it’s been warm enough, the remaining 

stems from last growing season can 

be removed, clearing the way for all 

the new growth that’s already begun 

under the brush. It’s also a great time 

to divide some perennials, especially 

lilies and daisies. Spring is inevitably 

muddy, but it’s the perfect time to edge 

flower beds, pull weeds, and mulch. 

Rubber garden boots are donned daily 

and discarded routinely in the garage 

to keep that mud out of the house.  

Despite the routine nature of garden 

work – planting, dividing, cleaning 

up, and keeping multiplying plants in 

check – this spring feels brand new 

to me. Previous spring work in the 

garden was confined to evenings or 

weekends but having recently retired 

I now have no such time constraints. 

Frankly, it’s a bit disorienting as I find 

numerous ways to fill my newly found 

time. Rainy days have so far been 

spent sewing, writing, and planning 

projects. But sunny days are for the 

garden, and I’m so grateful to have had 

the sun and warmth recently.  

When we think about the seasons 

of life, they sometimes mirror the 

seasons in the garden. Spring is for 

new growth and the promise of 

things to come. Summer is gloriously 

colorful with flowers in full bloom and 

trees in full leaf. Autumn is when the 

summer growth fades and the leaves 

turn color and then fall. Winter is the 

cold end when we hunker down and 

view the garden from indoors. This 

retirement age is often considered the 

autumn of our life, as growth fades and 

we approach winter, but this year I’m 

viewing the seasons with new eyes.  

Spring has arrived gloriously with 

greenery sprouting forth all around. 

I’ve had time to witness miniature buds 

on the blueberries, and dogwoods 

as they begin to form flowers. I’m 

watching daily now as the smallest 

purple shoots expand into what will 

eventually become lilacs. The earliest 

leaves of the forsythia have turned 

from yellow to green. The emerging 

colors in the garden are inspiring 

growth and creativity; feeling like 

this autumn season in life is a spring 

awakening sparking fresh, creative 

processes. After decades of engaging 

my brain in work-related tasks (albeit 

some of them creative) this season 

when I’m not behind a desk feels 

like a time to stretch and grow and 

try new things. My head is spinning 

with possibility and opportunity, just 

as my garden offers a glimpse of the 

colorful months to come. Now it’s a 

question of how to reign in and direct 

these creative sparks into productive 

processes.  

Whether you’re a gardener or not, and 

no matter your age, take a moment 

to enjoy the natural world unfolding 

around us this spring. Watching 

the renewal of trees, shrubs, and 

perennials is awe inspiring itself, but 

feeling it in your soul as a metaphor 

for a new season of life is a daily gift 

to unwrap, especially if it propels you 

towards some creative act. Happy 

spring! 

Our Plan Room Saves Time & Money
www.bxstier.com

SOME MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDE:
401(K), WORKERS COMP GRP#469, COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE, 
ADVOCACY, SAFETY TRAINING, ONLINE CLASSES & MORE

THE BUILDERS EXCHANGE 
OF THE SOUTHERN TIER

65 E Main St, Falconer, NY
(716) 665-4026

SCANNING & DIGITAL PROJECT ARCHIVING
LARGE FORMAT PRINTING

www.americandigitalscans.com

Springing to Life This Season

Continued from Front Page

www.storerscontainer.com

FRONT LOAD
CONTAINERS

4 yards • 6 Yards
8 Yards

COMPREHENSIVE 
PROFESSIONAL 

WASTE HAULING & 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Locally Owned & Operated for Over 35 Years

NO ANNUAL CONTRACTS

CONTAINERS
11 Yards • 15 Yards
20 Yards • 30 Yards

40 Yards

CALL
716-595-3186
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Allegany Nature Pilgrimage 
Early-Bird Registration 

Through April 24

For those who love the outdoors and want to learn more about it, the 2026 Alle-
gany Nature Pilgrimage is the place to be Friday to Sunday, May 29–31. More 
than 100 naturalist-led nature walks, field trips and classes fill the weekend 
with activities for all ages – like this Beaver Walk. Details and registration at 
AlleganyNaturePilgrimage.com.

Offering Tax Preparation and bookkeeping services.
501 W 3RD ST STE 9B 

(Sprinchhorn building through the left side entrance)

BE C K E R I N K 
Bookkeeping & Tax Prep

Call/text 716-640-0590 for more info
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Looking to Build a 
Pole Barn? 

We stock everything you’ll need to build a  
complete pole barn from beginning to end… All 
the posts (including concrete for the posts), all 
the supports for the walls, all the trusses, all 
the metal roofing, all outside wall covering, all 
the doors, all the windows, all the trim.  We 
supply everything except the land you’re build-
ing it on!  For a free information pack just stop 
in at Eastern States Metal Roofing.  

7820 Route 474, Panama, 
NY 14767 716-355-4374 

Looking to Build 
a Pole Barn?

We stock everything you’ll need to build a complete 
pole barn from beginning to end... All the posts 

(including concrete for the posts), all the supports 
for the walls, all the trusses, all the metal roofing, all 
outside wall covering, all the doors, all the windows, 

all the trim. We supply everything except the land 
you’re building it on! For a free information pack just 

stop in at Eastern States Metal Roofing.

7820 Route 474 Panama, NY 14767

JAM-PACKED WEEK FOR AUDUBON!

Pictured clockwise from upper left: Support the Audubon Community Nature 
Center Birdathon at AudubonCNC.org/birdathon-2026. If you love nature, on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, April 28 and 29, education staff can teach you to be a 
Trail Guide volunteer for student groups coming for Discovery Walks this spring. 
Join retired JCC biology prof Jan Bowman at First Friday, 11 a.m., to take a closer 
look at the plumage and behaviors of both tropical and local birds, like this 
Great Blue Heron. Come yourself or bring the family to observe bird scientists 
in action and birds up close at Bird Bandings anytime 7–11 a.m. on Saturday 
mornings May 2–16. The theme for the Audubon Photography Club on Satur-
day at 10 a.m. is Flowers or Close-ups; pictured is “Red Flower” by Emma Soto of 
Gurley, Ala., an Audubon Nature Photography Contest winner. Bring your favo-
rite 2–8-year-old(s) and go on nature reading adventures at First Sunday Story 
Time, May 3, 12:30–1 p.m. The Nature Center is located at 1600 Riverside Road, 
one-quarter mile east of Route 62 between Jamestown and Warren. For details 
on all these, call (716) 569-2345 or visit AudubonCNC.org/events.

CONNECT WITH US & GET INSPIRED

Create the yard of your dreams by renting!Create the yard of your dreams by renting!Create the yard of your dreams by renting!Create the yard of your dreams by renting!

We do 
Small Engine 

& Lawn Mower 
Repair!

Rototillers, Thatchers, Aerators, Chipper/Shredders, Leaf Blowers
Everything for your lawn & garden is for rent

Trenchers, Excavators, Mini Loader Backhoes, Skidsteer
Start your project with professional-quality, tools and expert, local advice

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo
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Over 40 Chautauqua County 
Key Leaders Unite to Advance 

Suicide Prevention Efforts

Contributed by
Chautauqua County

Chautauqua County recently-
brought together leaders, commu-
nity partners, and individuals with 
lived experience for the Chautau-
qua County Suicide Prevention 
Key Leader Summit, a countywide, 
half-day working session focused 
on turning strategy into action.
 
Held at Wicked Warren’s in James-
town, the summit created a collabora-
tive environment where participants 
worked across sectors to examine 
current efforts, identify gaps, and 
help shape the future of suicide pre-
vention in Chautauqua County.
 
Attendees included representatives 
from law enforcement, education, 
behavioral health, public health, lo-
cal industry, other community-based 
organizations, and members of the 
Suicide Prevention Alliance of Chau-
tauqua County coalition, all whose 
voices are essential to this work.
 
The summit opened with remarks 
from Carmelo Hernandez, Director 
of Community Mental Hygiene Ser-
vices and Commissioner of Social 
Services, followed by presentations 
from Garra Lloyd-Lester of the Sui-
cide Prevention Center of New York 
State /Office of Mental Health and 
Carri Raynor, Director of the Suicide 
Prevention Alliance of Chautauqua 
County.
 
The working session focused on ali-
gning local efforts with the New York 
State Suicide Prevention Strategy 
(2026–2030) while grounding that 
work in local data and communi-
ty needs. Discussions were cente-
red around four key focus areas of 
wellness, education, veterans, and 
outreach. The group worked to iden-
tify gaps, missing voices, and unmet 

needs reflecting the county’s current 
prevention efforts and opportunities 
for growth.
 
“Behind every number is a life. A fa-
mily. A community,” said Raynor. 
“This work is about making sure our 
efforts reflect the real experiences 
and needs of the people we serve.”
 
Throughout the summit, participants 
were asked to identify strengths, 
gaps, and opportunities within their 
systems, while also exploring how 
to better coordinate efforts across 
sectors. Key themes that emerged in-
cluded a strong commitment to pre-
vention across the county, a need for 
increased awareness and education, 
gaps in access, particularly among 
vulnerable populations, and a shared 
desire for stronger coordination and 
communication.
 
As Chautauqua County continues to 
build on initiatives such as the Lock & 
Talk CHQ program, the Sudden Loss 
Care Team, and community-based 
trainings and events, the summit 
marked an important step toward de-
veloping a more unified, countywide 
approach to suicide prevention.
 
“This work cannot be done in silos,” 
said Hernandez. “It takes shared 
ownership, collaboration, and a com-
mitment to moving beyond intention 
and into accountability.”
 
Next steps will include compiling 
input from the summit, identifying 
shared priorities, and continuing col-
laboration across partners to develop 
a coordinated action plan aligned 
with the state strategy.
 
The summit was coordinated by the 
Suicide Prevention Alliance of Chau-
tauqua County. A continental break-
fast and lunch were provided for at-
tendees.

WHITE LAND SURVEYING

716-499-8410 • matt@mwhitepls.com • mwhitepls.com

611 Clymer Hill Rd, Clymer • Matthew G. White

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Boundary Surveys & Subdivisions for Property Transfers

• Property Line & Corner Determinations for Timber Management or Fences

We Survey In All Seasons!

WHITE LAND SURVEYING

716-499-8410 • matt@mwhitepls.com • mwhitepls.com

611 Clymer Hill Rd, Clymer • Matthew G. White

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Boundary Surveys & Subdivisions for Property Transfers

• Property Line & Corner Determinations for Timber Management or Fences

We Survey In All Seasons!

Accurate, Efficient, Accurate, Efficient, 
Professional Land Professional Land 

Surveying ServicesSurveying Services

Located on the Chadakoin River—the 
natural outlet of Chautauqua Lake—
this charming 1-bedroom, 1-bath 
ranch offers a direct waterway to the 
lake for boating, fishing, and relaxing 
days on the water. Enjoy a spacious 
yard, private dock, and covered patio. 
Open-concept interior with cozy 
wood stove and beautiful views.
Includes shed, parking, and  
municipal water.
Perfect for weekend getaways 
 or year-round living.
Call today for details or your 
private showing!

Selling Chautauqua Lake and surrounding area since 1985!

chautauqualakehomesforsale.com • Follow me on facebook

CALL OR TEXT: (716)665-9403
richard0039@yahoo.comRichard Benedetto 

Broker/Owner

WATERFRONT LIVING CONNECTED TO CHAUTAUQUA LAKE!  WATERFRONT LIVING CONNECTED TO CHAUTAUQUA LAKE!  
48 Clifton Ave  •  Jamestown NY  • $190,00048 Clifton Ave  •  Jamestown NY  • $190,000
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CALL BRIAN MALTA
716-664-0025

LONGEST-SERVING: 19 years in business
LOWEST RATES:  $250/Std. ranch & $450/Std. 2-story 

First-ever supplier of own water.
Only local cleaner to use all-natural products, 

Safe for people, pets & plants.
Houses, Garages, Decks, Concrete, Machinery, 

Docks & More. You name it, I’ll clean it.

PRESSURE PRESSURE 
WASHINGWASHING

Success in Small Spaces: The Power 
of Container Growing Gardening

Contributed by
Sharon Rinehart

Chautauqua County Master 
Gardener Volunteer

Cornell Cooperative Extension

For many people, the biggest barrier to 
gardening is space. But you don’t need a 
large yard—or any yard at all—to grow 
flowers, vegetables, or herbs. Container 
gardening offers a flexible, creative, and 
highly successful way to garden in small 
or challenging spaces. Whether you live 
in an apartment, have limited mobility, or 
simply want to brighten a patio or porch, 
containers can open the door to a rewar-
ding growing season.

Choosing the Right Container

The foundation of a healthy container 
garden begins with the container itself. A 
good container must have drainage holes 
so excess water can escape. Most plants 
thrive in containers that are at least 12 in-
ches wide and 6–8 inches deep, though 
larger containers allow for more root 
growth and better moisture retention.

Containers can be made from almost 
anything—wood, plastic, ceramic, metal, 
concrete, or paper fiber. Creative garde-
ners often repurpose items such as milk 
jugs, barrels, or sections of drainpipe. As 
long as the container drains well, the pos-
sibilities are endless.

For deep containers, fillers such as 
crushed cans, plastic bottles, or Styro-
foam peanuts can reduce the amount of 
soil needed and make the container ligh-
ter. Cover fillers with landscape fabric to 
prevent soil from settling into the gaps. 
Large containers can also be placed on 
wheeled platforms or dollies for easy mo-
vement.

Soil: The Key to Healthy Plants

Garden soil should never be used in 
containers—it compacts easily and pre-
vents proper water flow. Instead, choose 
a highquality potting mix, or create your 
own using:
• 1 part peat moss
• 1 part garden loam
• 1 part coarse builder’s sand
• Slowrelease fertilizer (141414)

A soil test can help determine whether 
additional nutrients or pH adjustments 
are needed.

Flower Containers:  
Instant Color Anywhere

Flower containers are a favorite for ad-
ding color to patios, decks, driveways, 
and entryways. When selecting plants, 
match them according to their needs:
• Light: Don’t mix sunloving plants with 

shade plants.
• Moisture: Keep plants with similar wa-

tering needs together.
Plant tags and seed packets provide help-
ful guidance.

For a visually appealing arrangement, 
many gardeners follow the “thriller, filler, 
spiller” method:

• Thriller: A tall, eyecatching plant
• Filler: Mounding plants that add ful-

lness
• Spiller: Trailing plants that cascade 

over the edge

Odd numbers of plants—three, five, or 
seven—create natural balance. Mixing 
flowers with interesting foliage, such as 
colorful sweet potato vines, adds texture 
and contrast.

Vegetables in Containers:  
Fresh Food at Your Fingertips

Vegetables grow remarkably well in 
containers, and with succession planting, 
you can harvest multiple crops from the 
same pot throughout the year. For exa-
mple:
• Early spring: lettuce
• Summer: peppers or beans
 • Fall: kale or lettuce again

Plant vegetables at the same time you 
would in a traditional garden. The size of 
the container determines what you can 
grow:
• 1-gallon container: 1 cabbage, or 2 cu-
cumbers, or 2–3 green bean plants
• 2-gallon container: 1 eggplant or 2 
pepper plants
• 3-gallon or larger: ideal for tomatoes

Vining crops like cucumbers and pole 
beans benefit from a trellis placed directly 
in the container.

Sunlight, Placement, and 
Watering

Most container gardens need at least 5 
hours of direct sunlight, though 8–10 
hours is ideal for many plants. One ad-
vantage of containers is mobility—move 
them to adjust for heat, shade, or wind as 
the seasons change.

Containers dry out faster than garden 
beds. In hot weather, they may need wat-
ering twice a day. Check soil moisture by 
inserting your finger into the top inch of 
soil:
• If it’s dry, water the plant.
• If soil becomes extremely dry and wa-

ter runs off, immerse the container 
in a bucket until the surface becomes 
moist again.

If your potting mix contains fertilizer, you 
won’t need to add more for 8–10 weeks. 
Otherwise, use a watersoluble fertilizer at 
the recommended strength.

Learning as You Grow

Container gardening invites creativity 
and experimentation. Keep a gardening 
journal to track what works best in your 
space and climate. Each season brings 
new discoveries, and even challenges be-
come valuable learning experiences.
With the right container, soil, and plant 
selection, anyone can enjoy the beauty 
and satisfaction of gardening—no yard 
required.

B & H WINDOWS
1804 Waite Corners Road, Panama, NY 14767

Vinyl Windows 
New Installation & Replacements

Double Hung Sliders
Call Ray @ (716) 355-6442
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B & H WINDOWS
1804 Waite Corners Road, Panama, NY 14767

Vinyl Windows 
New Installation & Replacements

Double Hung Sliders
Call Ray @ (716) 355-64421804 Waite Corners Road • Panama, NY 14767

Painting Unlimited
of Jamestown, Inc.

Steve Latone, Owner

paintingunlimited@wny.twcbc.com

QUALITY YOU CAN SEE. 
RELIABILITY YOU CAN TRUST.

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Now Offering:
• Epoxy Floor Coatings 

Protective concrete coatings for basements, garages, 
patios, restaurants, and commercial space 

• Interior Painting & Exterior Painting, drywall 
repair, wood refinishing, pressure washing, 
restoration & more!

Committed  to quality workmanship, dependable 
service, and customer satisfaction.

 Call today for a FREE estimate!
716-484-2380

Serving Jamestown and surrounding areas
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WE OFFER FINANCING AND ALL OUR ROOFS HAVE WARRANTIES!

The best roo�ng contractors
Pennsylvania and its surrounding areas have! 

We’re the friendliest roo�ng company with the best 
communication, who responds quickly, shows up on 

time, and does quality work.

360+ Reviews
SOLAR
CERTIFIED

688 Big Tree Road Sugar Grove PA, 16350

716-640-4609
sales@crsroo�ngteam.com

Therapeutic Horticulture

On a sunny morning in 
Lakewood, a woman seated 
in a wheelchair weeds carrots 
in a table-height raised bed. 
Across the patio, a young man 
harvests green beans from a 
vertical “tower” garden. I use 
a garden cart to bring tomato 
planters to a man who prefers 
to stay indoors. I invite him 
to harvest the bright red fruit 
right from his chair.

Every Thursday morning, 
I facilitate the Beautiful 
Blooms Garden Program 
at Aspire of Western New 
York’s Mall Boulevard Day 
Hab facility. The program provides 
opportunities for individuals to 
connect with nature and build 
confidence while contributing to the 
garden's success. 

The Beautiful Blooms program is 
shaped by its participants. When we 
start seeds in the spring, individuals 
select the vegetables, herbs, and flowers 
that excite them. Participants’ physical 
abilities and preferences determine the 
infrastructure we use. In 2023, Aspire 
installed an indoor hydroponic garden 
unit thanks to an Innovations Grant 
from the New York State Association 
of Day Service Providers. We cultivate 
basil, lettuce, and sweet peppers 
in the unit year-round using grow 
lights. Plants are arranged vertically 
from 2 ft to 5 ft in height, providing 
opportunities to garden from a sitting 
or standing position. The unit allows 
individuals who prefer to stay indoors 
to participate, and it keeps us busy on 
rainy days.

While working on production farms 
for several seasons, I reaped the 
benefits of regular exercise and fresh 
air. Seeing our vegetable plants thrive 
and nourish the community was 
satisfying and empowering. I also saw 
that farms and gardens can be difficult 
to navigate for elders and people with 
disabilities. Several elderly customers 
struggled to walk on paths made of 
loose gravel or uneven mulch. Planting 
exclusively in the ground made my 
job unavailable to people who use 
wheelchairs–at least with the tools we 
had available.

Growing up with my brother Matt, 
who has autism, showed me that 
inaccessible spaces are an invitation 
to design more creatively. I wondered, 
how can we make gardening and 
farming available and enjoyable for 
everyone who wants to take part?

In 2014, I completed a Horticultural 
Therapy program through the 
Horticultural Therapy Institute/
Colorado State University. The 

program introduced me to the world of 
accessible garden design and adaptive 
tools. We experimented with pruners 
designed for people with low grip 
strength, long-handled tools to reach 
the ground from a chair, and garden 
stools for people experiencing fatigue 
or balance issues. We considered how 
different plants provide harvesting 
opportunities at various heights–from 
ankle-high lettuce to trellised pole 
beans and cucumbers that tower above 
my head. 

At HTI, I learned that any individual 
can be matched with a garden design 
that not only meets their needs, but 
also helps them achieve their goals. 
At Aspire, participants use the garden 
as a tool to meet daily goals around 
socialization, volunteerism, and more.

Inclusion is possible not only in small 
gardens, but also on production farms. 
Care farming uses therapeutic farming 
to promote health, well-being, and 
belonging. Care farms are incredibly 
diverse; examples include veteran-
owned beekeeping operations, equine 
therapy for people experiencing mental 
health challenges, and vegetable farms 
employing people with intellectual/
developmental disabilities. Care 
Farming Network (CFN) is a national 
initiative providing networking 
resources and support to care farms 
across the U.S. Several Western New 
York care farms are featured on the 
member map on CFN’s website.

With therapeutic horticulture, I’ve 
learned that inviting people with 
disabilities to lead benefits everyone. 
Gardening with a raised bed is easier 
on my body, too. A garden with diverse 
plantings at a range of heights is more 
beautiful than a monoculture–and 
the whole community can enjoy that 
beauty.

Sarah Sorci is an herbal educator, 
therapeutic gardening facilitator, and the 
owner of Sweet Flag Herbs. She serves 
as Program Associate at Care Farming 
Network. She lives in Gerry.

Featured Writer
Sarah Sorci

Sarah and Jesse Slate work together to 
pot up plants at Aspire of WNY.

APPLICATIONS
• GARAGE FLOORS
• WAREHOUSES
• LAUNDRY ROOMS
• PATIOS
• RETAIL AREAS
• STORAGE FACILITIES
• KENNELS
• BASEMENTS
• RESTROOMS
• SHOWROOMS

• 5X STRONGER THAN EPOX Y
• WILL NOT CHIP OR PEEL
• 1 DAY INSTALLATION
• UV STABLE POLYASPARTIC
• 100% ANTIBACTERIAL
• SALT & OIL RESISTANT
• WE REPAIR CRACKS & PITTING

FREE ESTIMATES • CALL TODAY!

716-490-4574

DetweilerDetweiler
Concrete Coatings

We also install hardwood floors and laminate & vinyl floating floors

BUILT STRONG, TO LAST LONG.

Al Laska

Concrete
• Driveways
• Sidewalks
• Patios
• Driveway 

Approaches

Underground 
Utilities 
New/Repair
• Water Services
• Sewer Lines
• Electric Service
• Emergency 

Generators

Excavating
• Lot Clearing
• Gravel 

Driveways
• Drainage
• Ponds

716-499-6877
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2026 Interactive Festival in 
Downtown Warren This Saturday

This Saturday, May 2,  is the fourth annual Interactive Festival in downtown 
Warren, Pa. The 11 a.m.–3 p.m. event is free and fun for all ages. John Beard will 
do his Magic Show, more than 20 booths will have all kinds of activities and 
foods, free plants will be given away, and the Kalkbrenner Brothers will display 
Vietnam and World War II memorabilia. Kids Town Books in Warren Antiques, 
306 Second Avenue, is giving away 1,000 comic books – first come, first ser-
ved. For more info, visit Facebook.com/FreeBooksForKidsTown. The Festival is 
presented by and a fundraiser for Free Books for Kids Town, a Warren nonprofit 
whose mission is children’s literacy and education. Free Books is raising funds 
to provide books for all kindergarten through eighth grade students in Warren 
County before the summer break. Learn more at FreeBooksKidsTown.com. 

CHQgazette.com

104 Main St, Silver Creek NY
(716) 934-2658 • TOLL FREE: 1-800-427-7687

We Guarantee Water!

Water Well Drilling • Service Problem Wells
Goulds Pumps Sales & Service

Water Filtration Systems

Over 90 Years 
Experience

15,000+ 
Wells Drilled!
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We are the Factory...No Middleman Markup!

135 E. Fairmount Ave., Lakewood - 763-5515     150 Blackstone Ave., Jamestown - 665-2247
10 W. Main St., Fredonia - 672-4140

Mattresses always starting as low as $90.00!SAVE 
20% to 60% 

OFF
Comparable Brand 

Names!

We are the Factory...No Middleman Markup!

135 E. Fairmount Ave., Lakewood - 763-5515     150 Blackstone Ave., Jamestown - 665-2247
10 W. Main St., Fredonia - 672-4140

Mattresses always starting as low as $90.00!SAVE 
20% to 60% 

OFF
Comparable Brand 

Names!
SHOP LOCAL. SUPPORT LOCAL.

MA

DE IN AMERICA

Bedding for Less - Factory Direct to You 
WE ARE THE FACTORY... WE ARE THE FACTORY... 

NO MIDDLEMAN MARKUP!NO MIDDLEMAN MARKUP!

178 Blackstone Ave l Jamestown
716-665-2247

135 E. Fairmount Ave l Lakewood
716-763-5515

10 West Main St l Fredonia
716-672-4140

312 Second Ave l Warren, PA
814-723-1892

Concrete
Excavation
Demolition

Drainage
Snowplowing

716-483-0691 • RYAN@rpatticoncrete.com
rpatticoncrete.com
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S
pring has sprung; there are bees buz-
zing, flowers bloom and, for many 
Chautauqua County citizens, to-do 
lists are growing. From indoor im-

provements to gardening or preparing for 
the long-awaited ‘outdoor living’ season, 
folks are making plans and finding places to 
source the things they need. Mike Laurin, 
owner of Everydays True Value in James-
town, is confident his store can help cus-
tomers get their projects done and make 
their springtime dreams come true. 

“Springtime is the time of year when cus-
tomers begin transitioning from general 
repair projects to working on projects that 
they enjoy,” Laurin said. “It’s nice to help 
customers with these projects, and we en-
joy seeing before and after pictures. I think 
most people are just excited to be outside, 
including us!”

Everdays True Value, located at 797 Foote 
Ave., is a local hardware store that is family-
owned and has a long history of providing 
area residents with all their DIY, outdoor 
and repair needs. Laurin said the compa-
ny’s great customer service, dedication to 
the community and expertise are funda-
mental to their operation.

“One of our core values at Everydays True 
Value is to treat our customers and cowor-
kers as family; it is that relationship that led 
me to purchase Everydays,” he said. “On 
October 20, 1998, I began a part-time job 
at my neighborhood hardware store that 
would transition to a lifelong career.”

In his 28 years with the company, Laurin 
said his favorite part is knowing everyone 
who works at the store prides themselves 
on being helpful to customers. He is proud 
of the fact that his staff is extremely know-
ledgeable and has a long history in their 
respective fields. 

“There is always someone here to ask,” he 
said. “If we don’t have something, they will 
try to order it for customers or recommend 
somewhere else to find it. That’s the bene-
fit of working with such a diverse group of 
people: someone here has seen it before 
and knows how to help. Even when custo-
mers ask for that ‘thingamabob,’ we usually 
know what they want.”

Laurin said long-time Jamestown residents 
may remember the store as Southside 
Hardware or Green Brothers Hardware.  
He is honored to continue that legacy into 
the future under the Everdays True Value 
name.

“I’m not sure when or who started utilizing 
the brand ‘True Value’ at this location, but 
I’m glad they did,” he added. “One thing 
that remains the same is our mission to 
provide superior customer service, offer 
excellent products at reasonable prices and 
employ trained staff who offer valuable ad-
vice in a friendly manner. It is this mission 
that fosters relationships with our custo-
mers and drives us to be the best hardware 
store in town.”

The spring season is especially when the-
se values shine. Laurin said customers 
often return to his store due to the wide 
array of products and services that it offers. 
For example, a customer doesn’t need to 
purchase certain equipment to get their 
projects done; Laurin said the store rents 
backhoes, excavators, trenchers, rototillers, 
aerators and dethatchers for those big out-
door projects. Likewise, the store is proud 
to stock complete product assortments 
that ensure customers will find what they 
need all in one place. 

“Stocking the full line of products and ser-
vices is what our customers need to com-
plete their projects,” Laurin said. “If a custo-
mer wants to plant a garden, they know we 
have everything they need.  Even renting 
a rototiller to cultivate new garden soil or 
fertilizer.”

Everdays True Value is also a full-service 
Husqvarna and STIHL dealer for those 
looking for lawn care equipment. Laurin 
said lawn-related projects are particularly 
popular this time of year. 

“It’s still fun to see the look on someone’s 
face when we fire up their new tractor, push 
mower, trimmer or saw,” he said. “They al-
ways smile and are generally excited to get 
home and start working. There is also a 
sense of accomplishment after doing yard 
work.”

For those who already own their equip-
ment, Laurin said there are still services 
that can benefit them at his store. In his ex-
perience, he said the most overlooked ser-
vice this time of year is a general service for 
outdoor power equipment, such as garden 
tractors and mowers. 

“Even changing the oil and sharpening the 
blades can help maintain the equipment 
longer,” he said. “It’s also easier and chea-
per to maintain equipment than to have 
to order and replace parts. Customers can 
also do some preventive maintenance by 
always using fresh fuel.  We see a lot of car-
buretor repair and equipment not running 
because the fuel being used has been sitting 
for months.”

Aside from lawn care projects, Laurin said 
painting projects are another quick but im-
pactful project many people undertake in 
the spring.  

“It’s something everyone can do that has 
immediate results,” he said. “Thankfully, 
True Value manufactures great paint at 
their paint manufacturing plant in Carry, 
IL. This allows us to sell great products at 
a reasonable price compared to large natio-
nal brands.”

For those looking for specific colors for 
their painting projects, Everydays True Va-
lue has them covered. Laurin said they are 
dedicated to helping customers find the 
perfect color for them. 

“Paint color matching is the most utilized 
service we do at Everydays,” he added. 
“We’ve had customers bring in all sorts 
of materials to color match, not just paint 
chips: we’ve matched colors from pillows, 
curtains, jerseys and even a plant leaf.”

Whatever the project is, Laurin said the 
tools and supplies residents need can ge-
nerally be found at Everydays True Value. 
When asked what tools he would recom-
mend homeowners or gardeners should 
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Business of the Week
Celebrating Local Businesses & Giving them the Spotlight!

Coming out of COVID and the 
loss of her son, Alex Foulk, Kim 
Carlson knew she needed more 

beauty in her life. From those depths 
came the dream that became reality: 
Pea Pod and Juniper, a flower shop, gift 
shop and community hub of artistry 
and color. 

“I knew that I was craving colorful, I was 
craving retail therapy — I was craving 
creativity,” Carlson said. “I needed to 
work on beautiful things, and I knew it 
was time to make a change and that’s 
when I opened the store.”

Pea Pod and Juniper is a full-
service flower shop with custom 
arrangements, offering fresh flowers 
by personal order, subscription or 
special events. Delivery is also available 
locally, and flowers can be ordered 
both in person or online. Carlson said 
she is also happy to help customers 
outside of business hours over the 
phone.  The flower shop is proud to 
serve Lakewood, Jamestown and the 
surrounding areas. 

“It’s more personal,” she said. “It’s 
a personalized experience and 
customers get the full value of 
what they’re spending. With some 
bigger flower networks, they’re just 
arrangement brokers. When you’re at 
Pea Pod and Juniper, you’re getting a 
personalized experience and there’s a 
person that answers the phone, there’s 
a person that will call you back.”

Carlson said she enjoys providing 
beauty to the community through 
floral arrangements because “flowers 
always work.”

“I’ve never had anybody show up at the 
door and say ‘Oh, I don’t like flowers - 
take them away,’” she said. “People say, 
‘Oh, flowers don’t last.’ My response is: 
neither does that kiss and neither does 
that hug or that dinner. But are you 
willing to go without all those things? 

My flowers last a lot longer than that 
kiss, that hug or that dinner - and 
people love receiving flowers!”

While flowers are her business, 
Carlson said the community is her 
pleasure. Pea Pod and Juniper focuses 
on providing personalized service 
and is invested in giving back to the 
community. However, giving back is 
only possible due to the customers 
who support the business. 

“We do as much to support the local 
community as possible,” she said. “We 
donate quite a bit to the community 
and it’s the people that order locally 
and support our business that allow us 
to give back to the community.”

She said supporting women-owned 
businesses like hers is easy in the 
community of Lakewood as there are 
a plethora to choose from. 

“If you want to support local business 
and support women-owned business, 
take a stroll up and down Chautauqua 
Avenue in Lakewood,” Carlson said. 
“We’re blessed here to have that. We 
are very fortunate to have the little 
village of Lakewood and all that it’s 
become.”

While Pea Pod and Juniper is foremost 
a flower shop, Carlson said the gift shop 
also offers a selection of beautifully 
curated items that bring beauty and 

color into the lives of customers. 
Carlson said she originally intended to 
solely work with flowers, but the gift 
shop is an added “bonus.” 

“I could stand there and just make 
flower arrangements all day long,” she 
said. “I just buy things that I think are 
beautiful that I found a use for.” 

From beeswax and honey lip balms 
to heart-shaped trinket bowls and 
colorful candles, Pea Pod and Juniper 
has something to offer for everyone. 

“I’m careful about what I buy for the 
shop,” Carlson said. “I want to feel that 
sweater, I want to pick up that piece of 
jewelry. I wanted that old-fashioned 
shopping experience - and I wanted it 
right there because I was the one that 
was from morning until night every 
day.”

Carlson said she cultivated the store’s 
environment to focus around beauty 
and “good-feelings” on purpose. She 
said Pea Pod and Juniper has been 
established for almost five years now, 
and the good vibes keep coming. 

“It’s a good place,” she said. “There’s 
just a good feeling in that building 
and you feel it in the flower shop. I 
just can’t wait to be there. I can’t wait 
to get up in the morning and get there. 
Sometimes my body says ‘You’re 
working a lot,’ but my head and heart 

say ‘I want more of this.’”

Over the past year, Carlson had the 
opportunity to expand those good 
feelings to Pea Pod and Juniper Too, 
a nostalgic toy shop located just down 
the street on Chautauqua Avenue. 

“With the flower shop growing, 
and the gift shop growing, I was in a 
position that I was able to acquire the 
toy store down the street formerly 
known as Six Baers,” she said.  “It’s now 
known as Pea Pod and Juniper Too. 
That’s been fun.”

Over the past Christmas season, 
Carlson said she also had the 
opportunity to set up a Christmas 
store next door to the flower shop in 
the same building. She said it was so 
beautiful she decided to extend its 
availability. 

“It’s just so pretty,” she said. “It’s such 
a neat space that I thought let’s leave it 
open all year long.”

Pea Pod and Juniper is located at 141 
Chautauqua Avenue in Lakewood 
near the iconic clock tower. The 
shop is open from 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. Pea Pod 
and Juniper Too is located at 50 
Chautauqua Avenue in Lakewood 
and is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. However, Carlson said the 
hours will expand during the warmer 
seasons. Pea Pod and Juniper proudly 
services Lakewood, Jamestown and 
the surrounding areas. For more 
information on either location, visit 
www.ppjflowerslakewood.com, find 
them on Facebook under Pea Pod 
and Juniper or call 716-526-1081. For 
after-hours service, call 716-499-5070.

Pea Pod & Juniper: Cultivating Beauty in Lakewood and Beyond

Contributing Editor
Katrina Fuller

Submitted PhotosSubmitted Photos

Owner Kim Carlson and the business namesakes: 
Granddaughters Penelope and Juniper. 

Kim's daughter, Aleida Foulk, 
mother to Penelope & Juniper.

SPRING SPRUCE UP: EVERYDAYS TRUE VALUE READY FOR SPRING PROJECTS

Editor-in-Chief
Katrina Fuller

CONNECT WITH US & GET INSPIRED

Create the yard of your dreams by renting!Create the yard of your dreams by renting!Create the yard of your dreams by renting!Create the yard of your dreams by renting!

We do 
Small Engine 

& Lawn Mower 
Repair!

Rototillers, Thatchers, Aerators, Chipper/Shredders, Leaf Blowers
Everything for your lawn & garden is for rent

Trenchers, Excavators, Mini Loader Backhoes, Skidsteer
Start your project with professional-quality, tools and expert, local advice

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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Lumber & Building Materials

13990 East Schutt Rd
Chaffee, NY 14030

(716) 496-8964

619 Rock City Rd
Little Valley, NY 14755

(716) 938-6521

“Where Friendly Service
Is a Family Tradition”

www.johnsixtlumber.com

Local Founder of Refugee Alliance 
International Speaks Sunday

Destiny Gates is returned from the Middle East to raise funds for her nonpro-
fit Refugee Alliance International. The Randolph native’s program provides 
emergency medical care, food and water to those in desperate need, orphan 
sponsorship, and psychosocial support programs to help children heal from 
trauma. She is presenting “Voices from Gaza” at the Jamestown Unitarian 
church on Sunday, May 3. A graduate of SUNY Fredonia, Gates studied at a 
university in the United Arab Emirates and lived in a refugee camp in Palestine 
for four years. She will speak on her experiences as well as showcase over 30 
art pieces created by children living in Gaza. Refugee Alliance International’s 
website is www.refugee-alliance.org. All are welcome to the 10:30 service and 
coffee hour that follows at 1255 Prendergast Avenue. To participate virtually, 
use the link at UUJamestown.org/calendar.

Falconer’s Neighborhood Sports Bar
344 W. Main • Falconer, NY 14701 • 716-488-7112

Texas Hots • Soups • Salads • Sandwiches

SOARING EAGLE
in the Chautauqua Mall

Open Wednesday - Saturday
11 am till 6 pm daily.

25% 
1 ITEM 

with coupon

SOARING EAGLE
Chautauqua Mall

318 E Fairmount Ave, 
Lakewood, NY

OFF 

• 2-40 yd Containers Available
• Commercial, Small Business & Residential Disposal

7534 Rt 380 • Stockton • 716-595-3186

Comprehensive Professional Waste Hauling & Disposal Service

7534 Rt 380 l Stockton l 716-595-3186

716-782-4887 
Open Mon-Sat 8-6  

Closed Sundays

1669 Weeks Rd l Panama, NY 14767

Everything you need for a beautiful Garden!
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Jamestown Farmers Market 
Moving to New Summer 
Location on Third Street

Contributed by
Jamestown Farmers Market

Jamestown Farmers Market ( JFM) 
announced today a new location for its 
outdoor summer market, moving from 
its old Third and Main Street location 
to Third and Pine Street, after approval 
of their special events permit with the 
Jamestown City Council. The summer 
market series kicks off on Saturday, 
June 6 and will run every Saturday from 
9 AM to 1 PM through November 21.

“After considering repeat feedback from 
vendors, shoppers and the community 
with requests to place the market in a 
shadier, more parklike space, the team 
sought a location for the market that 
would provide that environment while 
also remaining in the core of down-
town, accessible to all, and with avai-
lable parking,” said Nick Weith, JMF’s 
Director of Food Access. “This move 
will activate more of Third Street, pro-
vide shade to vendors and shoppers 
alike, and allow the market to naturally 
grow as more and more people realize 
they can make a huge impact on our 
local food system by supporting local 
farmers and businesses.”

Now a program of St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, the Jamestown Farmers Mar-
ket was originally formed in the 1970s 
(about a decade after the closure of the 
historic Jamestown Public Market in 
1965) by a dedicated group of farmers, 
producers and individuals with a vested 
interest in connecting the community 
with fresh, local food. While there have 
been some ebbs and flows in the mar-
ket’s operation since the 1970s, JFM 
has become a community hub through 
its range of programs and services, pro-
viding access to fresh food almost year-
round. JFM is seeking photographs and 
recountings of the Jamestown Farmers 
Markets throughout the decades: reach 
out at info@jfmny.org if you have sto-
ries to share.

Cash may be used at any vendor, and 
some vendors may accept credit cards. 
Any shoppers who wish to use credit 

cards can also purchase tokens at the 
Market Table that can be used as cash 
with any of the market vendors. SNAP 
is accepted at JFM, via exchange at the 
Market Table; JFM also participates 
in the New York state FreshConnect 
Checks program, which includes a dol-
lar-for-dollar match of SNAP of up to 
$50 per market. Children under the age 
of 12 can stop by the Sprouts kids acti-
vity tent for a $2 Sprouts Buck that can 
be used to purchase any food item.

JFM staff are planning special events 
and themed market weeks, including 
ArtFest on July 11 with extended mar-
ket hours until 3 PM, the JFM 5K on 
August 15, and additional events to be 
announced. To learn more about the Ja-
mestown Farmers Market, apply to be-
come a vendor, and connect with JFM, 
please visit www.jfmny.org.

About Jamestown Farmers Market: 
The Jamestown Farmers Market (JFM) 
is a vibrant community marketplace 
featuring fresh, locally grown produce, 
handmade goods, and delicious prepared 

foods from regional farmers and artisans. 
More than just a place to shop, the mar-
ket is a welcoming gathering space that 
celebrates local agriculture, supports small 
businesses, and connects neighbors. In ad-
dition to the Saturday farmers market, 
JFM operates a mobile market, food box 
program, community garden, and more. 
Learn more at jfmny.org.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, located at 
the nexus of 4th and Main Sts. in down-
town Jamestown, works through pro-
grams like the Jamestown Farmers Mar-
ket, New Neighbors Coalition and the St. 
Luke’s Thrift Store to foster a greater sense 
of belonging, more economic opportunity 
and a more equitable community.  For 
questions/concerns, please call the church 
office at 716-483-6405.

Today. Tomorrow. Together. 
Stories That Connect Us

Contributed by
Northern Chautauqua 

Community Foundation

In northern Chautauqua County, the 
story of community is about what 
happens when people come together 
to create something better. Through 
community funds and grants from the 
Northern Chautauqua Community 
Foundation, that vision becomes 
reality for local organizations. At 
the Chautauqua Children’s Gym in 
Fredonia, that story plays out every 
day.

Children walk through the doors and 
find a space where they can simply be 
kids, laughing, moving, and exploring. 
Some are there for fun. Others are 
finding calm, building strength, or 
learning how to regulate their bodies. 
Most are doing all of those things at 
once. The remarkable part is you can’t 
always tell the difference. “One child 
just loves the swing because it’s fun. 
Another is using it to feel regulated. 
But they’re doing it together,” said 
Executive Director Dawn Manzella. 
This is what inclusion looks like: 
not separate, not labeled, just shared 
experience.

Manzella’s path to creating the 
Children’s Gym didn’t start with 
a business plan. It started with a 
relationship. Working at a nonprofit 
daycare founded by her mother, she 

met a young boy who had experienced 
significant challenges early in life. He 
struggled in traditional environments, 
and many saw only his limitations. 
Manzella saw something else. “I 
realized I was helping him — but 
he was also helping me,” she said. “I 
was getting just as much out of that 
experience as I was giving.” As she 
followed his journey into the school 
system, attending meetings and 
hearing what couldn’t be offered, she 
felt a growing tension. “There was so 
much focus on what he couldn’t do,” 
she said. “But I kept seeing what he 
could do.”

Dawn Manzella, Executive Director 
of the Chautauqua Children's Gym

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

(716) 672-5171 ~ info@gotopuccis.com

112 W. Main St. Fredonia, NY 14063
gotopuccis.com

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, 

RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE
• Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
• Boilers & Radient Floor Heating
• Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
• Water & Sewer Excavation
• Drain Cleaning
• Backflow Device - Certified Testing
• Video Inspection

6624 RT 60 Between6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & CassadagaSinclairville & Cassadaga

962-9315962-9315
595-3408595-3408

COMPLETE CAR CARE COMPLETE CAR CARE 
CENTERCENTER

Brakes • Batteries 
Alignment

Mufflers Shocks 
MacPherson Struts

Oil Changes
NYS Inspections 

Windshield Wipers

AUTO, TRUCK & AUTO, TRUCK & 
FARM, LAWNMOWER, FARM, LAWNMOWER, 

WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRESWHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!

Financing 
Available!

Western Plow Retailer
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THE LEADING LANDSCAPING COMPANY
SERVING MAYVILLE, CHAUTAUQUA, NY & THE SURROUNDING AREAS

Contact Our Landscape Contractors Today! 

(716) 753-2787
mayvillechaut@gmail.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT - LANDSCAPING - LAWN CARE - SNOW REMOVAL

randrmayville.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
• Exterior & Interior Inspections
• Security Checks
• Snow Plowing
• Garbage & Recycling Pickup
• Mail & Package Pick-up

LANDSCAPING SERVICES:
• Edging, Cutting, Trimming
• Clean Sidewalks & Driveways
• Patios Installation
• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Lawn Maintenance
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That realization became a turning 
point. Manzella began to imagine 
something different, something 
outside the constraints of a system 
that couldn’t always meet every child’s 
needs. A space where play could be 
both joyful and therapeutic. A space 
where children could build confidence 
without being defined by limitations.
Manzella chose to build it in Fredonia, 
not just because it made sense 
geographically, but because it’s home. 
“I was born and raised here. This is 
where my kids are growing up,” she said. 
“I wanted to create something here for 
this community.” From the beginning, 
the goal was clear: create a space where 
children of all abilities could come 
together, and where families could feel 
supported rather than isolated. “When 
you’re navigating systems, it can feel 
really lonely,” Manzella shared. “We 
wanted families to know they’re not 
alone.” 

Inside the gym, that intention is 
tangible. Children connect over simple 
things like their favorite colors, trucks, 
and games. Parents connect too, often 
finding understanding in one another’s 
experiences. It’s not just a program. 
It’s a community. And like many 
nonprofits, it runs on a careful balance. 
Birthday parties help cover rent. Daily 
programming supports operational 
costs. Before- and after-school care 
sustains staffing. But the heart of the 
gym — the specialized equipment 
that makes inclusive, therapeutic play 
possible — tells a different story. “We 
wouldn’t be able to purchase this 
equipment on our own,” Manzella 
said. “And without it, we wouldn’t 
be able to provide the same level of 
safety or impact.” The Chautauqua 
Children’s Gym has been a recipient 
of grants from Northern Chautauqua 
Community Foundation, enabling the 
purchase of needed equipment.

When donors give to Community 
Funds at the Northern Chautauqua 
Community Foundation, they are 
investing in more than a moment. 
Their generosity is carefully stewarded 
and directed to organizations creating 
meaningful, local impact. Through 
that process, funding reached the 
Chautauqua Children’s Gym, 
supporting the purchase of the 
equipment that now fills the space 
with possibility. Equipment that helps 

a child take a risk. Equipment that 
helps another feel calm. Equipment 
that allows all children to participate 
together. And from there, the impact 
grows. A child gains confidence. A 
parent feels supported. A community 
becomes more connected. “What 
we’re able to offer now, it just wouldn’t 
be possible without that support,” 
Manzella said.

In northern Chautauqua County, 
people care deeply. They want to 
give back, to be part of something 
meaningful — they just don’t always 
know how. The Northern Chautauqua 
Community Foundation connects 
people with purpose. Through the 
Community Foundation, generosity 
becomes action. Action becomes 
opportunity. Opportunity becomes 
an impact. And stories like the 
Chautauqua Children’s Gym remind 
us what’s possible when we shift the 
narrative and focus not on limitations 
but on strengths. When we invest in 
today. When we work together. When 
we build for tomorrow. Every gift has a 
story, and every story has the power to 
connect us. Visit nccfoundation.org, 
call 716-366-4892, or email nccf@
nccfoundation.org to learn more 
about how you can be a part of shaping 
the future of northern Chautauqua 
County.

Since its incorporation in 1986, the 
NCCF has invested nearly $25 million 
in northern Chautauqua County 
through strategic grantmaking, 
targeted scholarships, and leadership 
and community collaborations. The 
NCCF is a tax-exempt charitable 
organization inherently committed to 
enhancing the northern Chautauqua 
community and encouraging 
local philanthropy. As a nationally 
accredited community foundation, 
the NCCF has proven compliance 
with the National Standards for 
U.S. Community Foundations, 
demonstrating integrity, equity, 
accountability, transparency, and 
effectiveness in meeting the needs of its 
community. For more information on 
the NCCF, visit www.nccfoundation.
org or call 716-366-4892.

Today. Tomorrow. Together. Stories That Connect Us

Continued from Front Page

During his 2026 State of the County 
Address on Tuesday, Chautauqua 
County Executive Paul M. Wendel 
Jr. announced new economic data 
highlighting significant progress 
across the county, reinforcing that 
ongoing development strategies are 
delivering measurable results.

“What we’re doing is working,” said 
County Executive Wendel. “The 
latest data confirms that Chautauqua 
County is on a strong upward trajec-
tory, and our commitment to smart 
growth, collaboration, and investment 
is paying off.”

According to the U.S. Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis, in data released in 
February 2026, Chautauqua County 
ranked as the ninth fastest-growing 
county economy in New York State, 
with a gross domestic product (GDP) 
increase of 4.6 percent from the pre-
vious year. Over the past five years, 
the county’s GDP has grown by an im-
pressive 29 percent.

Household prosperity is also on the 
rise. Median household income in-
creased from $46,820 in 2019 to 

$58,351 in 2024, representing a 25 
percent gain, according to American 
Community Survey 5-year estimates. 
In addition, the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis reported that Chautauqua 
County ranked eighth in New York 
State for year-over-year per capita in-
come growth.

The county is also experiencing steady 
social progress. Poverty rates have de-
clined from 19.4 percent in 2014 to 
17.4 percent in 2024, demonstrating 
meaningful improvement in quality of 
life for residents.

“Our progress is not only reflected in 
economic output, but in the real, posi-
tive impact on our residents,” Wendel 
said. “While there is still work ahead, 
the trajectory is clear.”

Key labor indicators further support 
this positive trend. Unemployment 
remains stable at 4.7 percent as of De-
cember 2025, closely aligning with the 
New York State average of 4.6 percent.

County leaders attribute this success to 
a coordinated approach that includes 
investing in infrastructure, supporting 
workforce development, and fostering 
strong public-private partnerships.

Chautauqua County Emerges 
as a Leader in New York for 

Economic and Income Growth

Contributed by
Chautauqua County 

Partnership for Economic 
Growth

Chautauqua County Executive Paul M. Wendel Jr. delivers his 2026 State of 
the County address at the Double Tree Hotel in Jamestown on April 21, 2026 
highlighting measurable economic gains, strategic infrastructure invest-
ments, and a continued commitment to efficient, results-driven govern-
ment for Chautauqua County residents.  
Image by Justin Gould / Media Information Officer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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have on hand, Laurin harkened back to a 
trusty MacGyver favorite.          

“I would suggest a Swiss Army Knife,” 
he said. “We do have an assortment of 
pocketknives, including Swiss Army Kni-
ves.”

However, Laurin said the staff enjoys get-
ting to know about customers’ projects 
and thinking about tools that will help 
them.  “The top-selling tools purcha-
sed at Everydays are probably the 4-in-1 
screwdriver, Crescent wrench, tape mea-
sure and paintbrush,” he said.          

Everydays True Value works to keep up 
with the current trends in outdoor living 
and home improvement so customers 
will always be able to get what they need. 
Laurin said the top activities and projects 
this year “revolve around our feathered 
friends, live plants and grilling.” While 
the store stocks bird food and bird fee-
ders all year, at this time of year, the sales 
increase as the weather gets warmer. 

The store also stocks a variety of live 
plants this time of year, for those who like 
to bring a little of the outdoors inside. 

“We stock a nice assortment of house 
plants,” he added. 

Laurin didn’t leave out the grilling enthu-
siasts who are ready to get outside and 
prepare their favorite foods on the grill. 
He said interest in grilling continues to 
grow and has become a year-round ad-
venture for many customers. As nicer we-
ather approaches, Laurin said the store 
is ready for increased interest, especially 
with the addition of Napoleon grills to 
their inventory. 

Everydays True Value is located at 797 
Foote Ave. in Jamestown, NY. The store 
is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday. To get in touch, call 716-484-
7188 or visit www.everdaystruevalue.
com for more information.

Spring Spruce Up: Everydays True Value Ready For 
Spring Project

Continued from Page 17

Information-sharing, Recognitions 
at MHA April Luncheon

At the Mental Health Association in Chautauqua County’s (MHA) April reco-
very luncheon, Ben Colaiacovo was thanked for his volunteer work replacing 
the concrete step outside the MHA’s entry door. Participants were recognized 
for accomplishments that included being promoted to a manager at their 
workplace, graduating from drug court, and securing safe housing. It was an-
nounced that Nitazenes, a class of synthetic opioids 40 times more potent than 
fentanyl, have been found locally. Narcan is effective in an overdose but may 
need to be administered a second time; all drugs should be tested before use. 
On Wednesday and Thursday, April 29 and 30, the monthly Food Express has 
free extra supplemental packages of food at 10 a.m.–noon and 1–3:30 p.m. at 
the Salvation Army, 83 S. Main St., Jamestown; photo ID is required. The Sal-
vation Army welcomes donations of clothing, small appliances, and non-pe-
rishable food. For information about the MHA’s recovery centers in Jamestown 
and Dunkirk, call (716) 661-9044 or visit MHAChautauqua.org or Facebook.
com/MHAChautauqua.    

With the beautiful month of May upon 
us, it's a perfect reminder to step outside, 
breathe deep, and rediscover what makes 
Chautauqua County such a special place 
to live and visit. From woodland walks 
and lakeside paddles to rail-trail rides and 
purpose-built mountain bike routes, the 
county offers outdoor recreation that is 
both accessible and surprisingly diverse. 
With more than 250 miles of recreational 
trails across the region, there is always a 
new route to try, a new view to enjoy, or a 
new trailhead to explore.

Chautauqua County’s natural setting 
is more than scenery. It is a commu-
nity asset that supports quality of life, 
strengthens tourism, and helps define 
the region’s identity. Over time, local 
partners have expanded public ac-
cess while emphasizing conservation, 
stewardship, and responsible use. The 
result is a growing network of trails, 
preserves, and waterways that invites 
residents and visitors to get outside, 
stay active, and connect with the lands-
capes that make this place unique.

You can see that commitment in the va-
riety of experiences available throughout 
the county. Choose short, family-frien-
dly strolls or longer adventures. Hike 
shaded forest corridors, run along com-
munity trail systems, bike routes that 
connect towns and rural landscapes, ride 
on shared use equestrian trails, or paddle 
outings that highlight lakes, streams, and 
wetlands. Many routes are close to popu-
lation centers, making it easy to fit a walk 
or ride into a weekday schedule, while 
other trailheads create the feeling of a 
true escape with quiet woods and open 
views.

Planning is also simpler than ever thanks 
to the Chautauqua County Interactive 
Trails Map – located at CHQTrails.org. 

Users can find trails by activity, inclu-
ding hiking, biking, paddling or rowing, 
horseback riding, and more, and sort by 
landowner or manager. The map helps 
people compare locations, choose ou-
tings that match experience level, and 
explore confidently without guesswork.
Local trailheads often pair well with 
nearby shops, cafes, and small town main 
streets, so an outing can become a full day 
experience. Pack a picnic, bring a camera, 
and invite a friend or neighbor today.

And it's not too soon to look ahead 
to summer, when longer days make it 
easier to explore more miles and try 
new experiences. One of the biggest 
highlights is CHQ Trails Day, pre-
sented by the Friends of the Chautau-
qua County Greenways. In 2025, the 
inaugural CHQ Trails Day was held on 
Saturday, June 21, the first day of sum-
mer, with a countywide mix of guided 
hikes, group rides, paddles, and other 
trail focused opportunities designed to 
welcome newcomers and celebrate re-
gular trail users alike.

Looking ahead, the Friends Group will 
once again hold a CHQ Trails Day 
event in 2026 on Saturday, June 20. 
While specific details for this year’s event 
are not yet available, the purpose remains 
the same: make it easy and inviting for 
people to get outside, sample new trail 
experiences, and learn about the organi-
zations working year-round to keep these 
opportunities strong.

For the uninitiated, the Friends of the 
Chautauqua County Greenways is a 
collaborative of trail and conservation 
partners that work closely with the 
Chautauqua County Partnership for 
Economic Growth to enhance, main-
tain, and promote outdoor recreation 
opportunities across the county. To-
gether, the group supports trail stewar-
dship, improved access, and a stronger 
outdoor culture that benefits both resi-
dents and visitors.

Celebrate the Season in 
Bloom with a Trip Outdoors 

in Chautauqua County

Contributed by
Chautauqua County 

Partnership for Economic 
Growth

The cold is over and the sun is out! It's time to get outdoors and 
celebrate our natural environment with a walk, bike ride, or hike on 
any of the 250+ miles of recreational trails in Chautauqua County. 

(Submitted Photos)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 23

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

In addition, the County’s continued 
focus on fiscal responsibility has played 
a key role in maintaining affordability 
for residents. Through fiscally conser-
vative budgeting, improved govern-
ment efficiencies, and a commitment 
to tax relief, Chautauqua County has 
strengthened its position as one of the 
most affordable places to live in New 
York State. Currently, the county ranks 
as the second most affordable county 
in the state for cost of living (based 
on data provided by The Council for 
Community and Economic Research).

“We are continuing to collaborate with 
partners across the county and invest 
in our strengths,” Wendel added. “By 
doing so, we are attracting new bu-
sinesses, creating new jobs, expanding 
housing opportunities, and bringing 
new workers to Chautauqua County 

— while ensuring it remains an affor-
dable place to live and raise a family.”

Wendel emphasized that ongoing ini-
tiatives will help sustain and accelerate 
this momentum. Efforts to construct 
new housing, attract new businesses, 
reactivate strategic properties, and de-
velop shovel-ready sites are expected 
to further strengthen the county’s eco-
nomic foundation.
“We are seeing our efforts pay off,” 
Wendel said. “The key metrics used to 
measure the health of our economy are 
moving in a positive direction, and we 
are committed to building on this suc-
cess for the benefit of all our residents.”

To view Chautauqua County Execu-
tive Paul M. Wendel Jr.’s 2026 State of 
the County presentation, visit chau-
tauquacountyny.gov/soc/2026.

Chautauqua County Emerges as a Leader in New 
York for Economic and Income Growth

Continued from Page 21

Visit us for unique finds with a rustic touch.
Charming country décor, candles, 

chainsaw carvings, Swedish gifts & more! 
Amish furniture and custom refinished furniture!

125 W MAIN ST. • FREWSBURG NY 14738
716-338-8991

PUMPING • REPAIR • INSTALLATION • PORTA JOHNS

Clymer, NY • 355-8843 • 499-4331

SEPTIC SERVICE
BUSH

PUMPING • REPAIR • INSTALLATION • PORTA JOHNS

Clymer, NY • 355-8843 • 499-4331

SEPTIC SERVICE
BUSH
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* Custom Homes
* Garages & Additions
* Pole Barns
* Vinyl Siding & Custom Metal Work
* Window & Door Replacement

* Porches & Decks
* Vinyl Railing Systems
* Kitchen & Bath Remodels
* Drywall
* Interior Trim

OUR SERVICES

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Start-to-finish solutions.  We guarantee high-quality construction and craftmanship for each 
and every project.  Visit our website to check out samples of our recent work, and you’ll agree 

that we’re the best choice for your custom home renovation project

Proudly serving Jamestown, NY and surrounding communities.

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!
SCAN CODE OR CALL 716) 526-8580

inf initycustombuilding.com • Follow us on Facebook

CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION BUILT TO LAST

Since 2014, Infinity Custom Building LLC has delivered high quality residential and light commercial 
construction with craftsmanship you can see and reliability you can trust. From the ground up or through  

major renovations, we turn ideas into solid, lasting structures for homeowners and businesses.
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2026 State of the County: 
Results Over Rhetoric

Disciplined finances, strategic investments, and 
efficient government drive long‑term prosperity

Contributed by
Chautauqua County

County Executive PJ Wendel recently 
delivered his 2026 State of the County 
Address and underscored a re-
sults-driven approach to governance, 
highlighting disciplined financial ma-
nagement, strategic investments, and 
a commitment to building a more effi-
cient, responsive county government 
focused on long-term prosperity.

“It is a privilege to stand before you and 
deliver a message of strength, resilience, 
and accomplishments of our county,” 
Wendel said. “Over the past year, we have 
made real measurable progress and to-
day, I will highlight what we have accom-
plished, and lay out a clear vision for buil-
ding a stronger, more prosperous future.”

Wendel reported broad economic mo-
mentum across key indicators and a 
steady rise in household prosperity.

“In Chautauqua County, the economy 
is not just improving — it is getting 
stronger,” he said, noting five‑year GDP 
growth of 29 percent, rising median 
household income, and declining 
poverty rates. He credited dis-
ciplined fiscal management 
and targeted investments 
that “deliver greater va-
lue while carefully ma-
naging rising costs.”

The County’s in-
frastructure agenda ad-
vanced on multiple fronts, 
with shovel‑ready sites at 
Mason Industrial Park and the 
I‑90 Veterans Memorial Commerce Park 
moving toward completion, and FastNY 
pre‑development funding secured for 
the 657‑acre Eagle Bay site in Sheridan. 
Highway and bridge work will exceed 
$13 million in 2026, and high‑speed 
broadband expansion is set to reach 
3,500+ new locations countywide, 
alongside ongoing fiber deployment in 
Dunkirk and Sheridan.

Wendel called the final phase of the 
South & Center Chautauqua Lake 
Sewer District a “historic miles-
tone—one that will improve water 
quality, strengthen property values, 
support economic development, and 
protect the long‑term health of our 
lake communities.”

Economic development continued 
with CCIDA‑assisted projects and 
employer expansions, while Choose 
CHQ and Live CHQ marketing drew 
more than 110,000 visitors in 2025, 
90 percent from outside the county, 
including national placement on pu-
blic television. Tourism initiatives ex-
panded, and the County is pursuing 
commercial air service at the James-
town Airport, supported by terminal 
upgrades and new amenities.

Public safety and human services saw 

meaningful gains. The County expanded 
the Fly Car ambulance service to better 
serve the southwestern region, advanced 
prevention and re‑entry programs 
through the Chautauqua CARES initia-
tive, and earned national accreditation 
for the Chautauqua County Jail Health 
Team. Mobile health clinics reached un-
derserved areas, early‑intervention ser-
vices grew for children and families, the 
County laid the groundwork for a Lead 
Rental Registry, and new senior ride 
services are being implemented to close 
transportation gaps.

The 2026 budget totals $309.7 million 
and continues to deliver tax relief, with 
a county tax rate of $6.17 per $1,000, 
down $0.54 year‑over‑year and $2.29 
since Wendel took office. Assessed pro-
perty value climbed to $12.15 billion, 
while sales tax sharing with local muni-
cipalities exceeds $40 million—more 
than 41% of collections.

“Our job is clear: deliver the services 
our residents depend on while protec-
ting taxpayers and fighting for Chau-
tauqua County every step of the way,” 
Wendel said.

To strengthen government effi-
ciency, the Government 

Reduction Initiative—
unanimously approved 
in 2025—now sup-
ports shared services, 
departmental conso-
lidations, and special 
taxing districts with 

upfront funding, inclu-
ding projects such as a 

shared multi‑municipality 
dog shelter, a feasibility study 

on a potential Clymer–Sherman–Pana-
ma school district merger, and a North 
County shared services and consolida-
tion analysis.

“Contrary to what some of you may have 
heard, these efforts are locally driven,” 
Wendel noted. “The County is not man-
dating any of these initiatives; they are all 
voluntary, led and supported by our mu-
nicipal partners.”

Wendel closed with a call to keep pres-
sing forward: “We have proven that pro-
gress is possible. We’ve cut taxes. We’ve 
grown our economy—we currently are 
the 9th fastest‑growing county economy 
in New York State. We will continue to fi-
ght for our taxpayers. And we will conti-
nue to build a county where opportunity 
is not just promised—but delivered.”

Hosted in partnership with the CHQ 
Chamber, this year’s event represented 
a unique opportunity to expand public 
engagement by bringing the State of the 
County directly to the community. Held 
at the DoubleTree by Hilton Jamestown, 
the program included a moderated ques-
tion‑and‑answer session led by Chamber 
President and CEO Daniel Heitzenra-
ter. To view the entire presentation and 
Q&A, visit chautauquacountyny.gov/
soc/2026.

CHQgazette.com

Chautauqua Institution

716-357-4135
NOW HIRING

Stylists , Nail Techs, Massage Therapist,
Esthetician who is a licensed Botox/Filler technician!

Please contact us at: 716-450-1081
Maryannbianco22@gmail.com

Chautauqua Rails to Trails is an all-vo-
lunteer nonprofit that has worked since 
1991 to convert and maintain rail trails 
for public recreation. Its corridors sup-
port walking, running, biking, and nature 
observation while connecting commu-
nities and scenic areas, especially in the 
northern half of the county.

The Western New York Mountain Bi-
cycling Association supports sustai-
nable shared use trail systems through 
trail work, education, and advocacy, hel-
ping improve trail quality and promote 
responsible use.

Boutwell Hill Ski Club is a volunteer 
organization that supports trail stewar-
dship in and around Boutwell Hill State 
Forest. The club’s hands on involve-
ment helps keep trails cared for and 
welcoming to the public.

The Chautauqua County Equestrian 
Trail System promotes the county as 
an equestrian destination with inter-
connected riding experiences across 
multiple trail areas and partners, sup-
porting ongoing trail improvement and 
safe shared use.

The Chautauqua County Parks De-
partment manages public park resources 
and supports outdoor recreation through 
park access, amenities, and reservations 
where applicable. County parks also 
serve as convenient gateways to trails and 
natural areas.

Chautauqua Watershed Conservan-
cy protects water quality and habitat 
through land conservation, stewardship, 
and education. The conservancy ma-

nages more than 35 nature preserves in 
Chautauqua County, many open to the 
public for walking and nature observa-
tion, while also protecting sensitive lands 
for the long term.

The City of Jamestown has long em-
braced outdoor recreation through its 
public parks and the Greater James-
town Riverwalk trail system. The Ri-
verwalk highlights the Chautauqua 
Lake outlet and the Chadakoin River 
while offering residents and visitors 
ways to experience the waterfront on 
foot or by bike. The city is also exploring 
additional outdoor amenities, including 
a proposed beginner and ADA com-
pliant bike pump track and an advanced 
pump track at Jackson Taylor Park.

Whether your ideal May day includes a 
calm walk through a preserve, a family 
ride on a rail trail, a paddle in quiet wat-
ers, a trail run, an equestrian outing, or 
a group activity, Chautauqua County’s 
outdoor assets are ready. To explore trail 
options by activity and location, visit 
CHQTrails.org, use the Interactive Trails 
Map, and watch for CHQ Trails Day 
2026 updates as details are released.

Celebrate the Season in Bloom with a Trip Outdoors 
in Chautauqua County

Continued from Page 22

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo
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“[O]ur conclusions, fallible though they are and mistaken though they may be, represent a real respect and 
aspiration for the law, and faithful effort to apply law and a veneration for the work of the great minds that have made 

our legal structure the nearest to a safeguard of freedom that has been devised.”  
– Robert H. Jackson, U.S. Supreme Court Justice.

The Task of Maintaining Our Liberties: The Role of the Judiciary (1953)

RESOLUTION OF THE JAMESTOWN BAR ASSOCIATION

In Recognition of Law Day, May 1, 2026

In Support of the Rule of Law and an Independent Judiciary

WHEREAS, Law Day, observed annually on May 1st, was established to celebrate the rule of law and its vital role in the 
foundation of American democracy and freedom; and

WHEREAS, the rule of law requires that all persons and institutions – including the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches of government – are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced, and independently 
adjudicated; and

WHEREAS, an independent federal and state judiciary is indispensable to the preservation of liberty, the protection of 
individual rights, and the equal administration of justice for all people regardless of wealth, status, or political affiliation; and 

WHEREAS, the separation of powers enshrined in the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of New 
York reflects the foundational principle that no single branch of government shall exercise unchecked authority, and that the 
judiciary serves as an essential check on the exercise of governmental power; and

WEHREAS, Judges at all levels of our court system take a solemn oath to uphold the Constitution and to administer justice 
without fear or favor, and must be free to fulfill that oath without intimidation, political interference, personal threat; and 

WHEREAS, public confidence in the courts depends upon a judiciary that is, and is perceived to be, impartial and 
independent, and upon a legal profession that models respect for the courts and the rule of law; and 

WHEREAS, attacks upon the integrity of the judiciary – whether through personal disparagement of Judges for their rulings, 
threats to reduce court jurisdiction, calls to defy or disregard lawful court orders, or the intimidation of judicial officers – pose 
a serious threat to constitutional governance and the public’s trust in the legal system; and 

WHEREAS, lawyers, as officers of the court and stewards of the legal system, bear a special professional and civic 
responsibility to defend the independence of the judiciary and to promote respect for the rule of law in their communities; and

WHEREAS, the Jamestown Bar Association has long been committed to the administration of justice, the integrity of the 
legal profession, and the protection of the constitutional rights of all people.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Jamestown Bar Association hereby reaffirms its unwavering commitment 
to the rule of law and to the principle that no person, institution, or branch of government is above the law;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Jamestown Bar Association affirms it strong support for an independent judiciary 
at the federal, state, and local levels, and calls upon all public officials, institutions, and citizens to respect the authority and 
dignity of the courts and to comply with lawful judicial orders;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Jamestown Bar Association condemns any effort – by any person or branch of 
government – to intimidate, threaten, or coerce members of the judiciary, to defy or circumvent lawful court orders, or to 
undermine public confidence in the courts through false or misleading statements about Judges or judicial proceedings; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Jamestown Bar Association calls upon the members to uphold their professional 
obligations of candor and civility toward the tribunals before which they practice, to refrain from making statements that 
unfairly impugn the integrity of Judges or the judicial process, and to speak out when the rule of law or the independence of 
the judiciary is threatened; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Jamestown Bar Association urges civic and community leaders, educators, and 
citizens of Chautauqua County, New York to join in marking Law Day by renewing their commitment to the constitutional 
values of equal justice, due process, and the rule of law. 

“[Our] traditional freedoms are less in danger of any sudden overthrow than of being gradually 
 bartered or traded for something else on which the people place a higher current value.”   

– Robert H. Jackson, U.S. Supreme Court Justice.
The Task of Maintaining Our Liberties: The Role of the Judiciary (1953)
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“Flowers are restful to look at. 
They have neither  

emotions nor conflicts.”
~ Sigmund Freud

Shults Auto Group 
Continues Support of CASA 
of Chautauqua’s Pinwheels 
for Prevention Campaign

Contributed by
CASA Chautauqua County

Shults Auto Group and CASA of Chautauqua County staff members holding 
pinwheels in support of CASA of Chautauqua County’s Pinwheels for Preven-
tion campaign.

Pictured (L-R): First Row-Kelly Fiorella, Fund Development Coordinator for 
CASA Chautauqua County; Kathy Park, Executive Director of CASA of Chau-
tauqua County; Jillian Shults, GM Shults Chevy Nissan Subaru. Second Row-
Ed Shults 3rd, GM-Owner of Ed Shults Ford; Rick Bruce, GM Shults Hyundai of 
Lakewood; Darren Hills, Sales Manager, Nissan/Subaru; Sean Ellsworth, GM-
Owner, Ed Shults of Warren and Tim Shults, President of Shults Auto Group.

During National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month this April, CASA 
of Chautauqua County is once again 
calling on the community to help raise 
awareness and take a stand against 
child abuse and neglect. CASA is 
grateful for the continued partnership 
and generous support of Shults Auto 
Group in support of the annual 
Pinwheels for Prevention campaign.

Pinwheels for Prevention is a national 
awareness campaign created by Prevent 
Child Abuse America that encourages 
individuals and communities to take 
action in preventing child abuse 
and neglect. The pinwheel serves 
as a symbol of the happy, healthy 
childhoods all children deserve.
Support from community partners 
like Shults Auto Group plays a vital 
role in advancing CASA’s mission 
and expanding awareness efforts 
throughout Chautauqua County. Their 
ongoing commitment helps ensure 
that children who have experienced 
abuse or neglect have a voice and the 
opportunity for a safe, permanent 
home.
All funds raised through CASA’s 
Pinwheels for Prevention campaign 

directly support the organization’s 
mission of recruiting, training, and 
supporting volunteers who advocate 
for abused and neglected children in 
Chautauqua County.

To support CASA’s mission, tax-
deductible donations can be made 
online at www.ChautauquaCASA.
com or by mailing a check to CASA 
of Chautauqua Co., Inc., 2 Academy 
Street, Suite 5, Mayville, NY 14757.

About CASA of Chautauqua
The mission of the Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA) of 
Chautauqua County is to provide an 
independent voice in court, advocating 
for the best interest of abused and 
neglected children in the pursuit of 
finding safe and permanent homes. 
CASA of Chautauqua County, Inc. 
relies on highly trained volunteers who 
are appointed by a Chautauqua County 
Family Court Judge to advocate for 
children in court. These volunteers work 
with relevant agencies and parties in 
order to advocate for the best interest of 
the child. With the information provided 
by the CASA volunteer, Family Court 
Judges are better able to make informed 
decisions as to what is best for the child. 
CASA of Chautauqua County is a 
United Way Community Partner.

The CHQ Chamber had the op-
portunity to host the State of the 
County address by County Exe-
cutive PJ Wendel last week, im-
mediately followed by a facilitated 
question and answer session. It was 
our second Advocacy Event for 
the year, our first being the State of 
Business event in January, and our 
next event will be June 24 where 
we will host our State representa-
tives, George Borello and Andrew 
Molitor. 
 
A discussion that we have in our 
office as we plan these events is, 
what does advocacy mean? How 
does the CHQ Chamber advoca-
te on behalf of approximately 900 
members spread across various 
sectors of non-profit and for profit, 
sole proprietors to large corporati-
ons? Some business organizations 
will use their membership total as 
a claim to speak on behalf of their 
entire membership base. At the 
CHQ Chamber we believe if you 
put 900 people in a room you will 
have about 900 different priorities, 
leading concerns, business objecti-
ves, and varying ideas. The one uni-
versal truth is that the CHQ Cham-
ber exists for the betterment of our 
local business community.
 
The mission of the CHQ Chamber 
is to build vital connections, pro-
vide professional resources, and 
champion our local businesses. 
With this in mind, our approach 
to advocacy has been one of edu-
cating our members, connecting 
them with resources, and provi-
ding opportunities to put them in 
the room and ask questions of, and 

build relationships with, our elec-
ted representatives.
 
Building relationships with our 
elected officials is something that 
starts when the Chamber assists 
you with cutting the ribbon for 
your business alongside our local 
dignitaries. The relationship conti-
nues when you sit down with the 
Mayor or Trustee of your village 
at one of our Small Business Sit-
Downs or at our September event, 
Official Introductions. We help bu-
ild these connections so when the 
time comes that you need assistan-
ce from your elected officials, you 
already know them, and they are 
already familiar with the value your 
business brings to our community.                  
 
Business After Hours at West-
field Makerspace

The next CHQ Chamber Business 
After Hours will be held Wednes-
day, May 13 at Westfield Makerspa-
ce. Guests will enjoy complimenta-
ry appetizers and beverages while 
networking.
 
All local businesspeople are welco-
me. CHQ Chamber Business After 
Hours events are free for two peo-
ple from each Chamber member 
organization. The price is just $10 
for non-members or anyone above 
the two-person limit. Registration is 
appreciated for our planning purpo-
ses but is not required. Registering 
in advance gets you on our “Who’s 
Who in the Room” list. Registration 
is open now through our web calen-
dar at www.chqchamber.org.
 
Business After Hours at West-
field Makerspace is sponsored by 
Westfield Makerspace, Southern 
Chautauqua Federal Credit Union, 
SUNY Fredonia, and Media One 
Radio Group.

C H A M B E R
CO R N E R

WHAT DOES ADVOCACY MEAN?
Article Contributed by
Daniel J. Heitzenrater

Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce
President and CEO

719-934-4950
756 Routes 5 & 20  •  PO Box 217  •  Irving, NY

Alignments  •  Custom Exhaust  •  Brakes  •  All Major & Minor Repairs
Trailer & Automotive Sales
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RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, 

RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE
• Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
• Boilers & Radient Floor Heating
• Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
• Water & Sewer Excavation
• Drain Cleaning
• Backflow Device - Certified Testing
• Video Inspection

6624 RT 60 Between6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & CassadagaSinclairville & Cassadaga

962-9315962-9315
595-3408595-3408

COMPLETE CAR CARE COMPLETE CAR CARE 
CENTERCENTER

Brakes • Batteries 
Alignment

Mufflers Shocks 
MacPherson Struts

Oil Changes
NYS Inspections 

Windshield Wipers

AUTO, TRUCK & AUTO, TRUCK & 
FARM, LAWNMOWER, FARM, LAWNMOWER, 

WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRESWHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!

Financing 
Available!

Western Plow Retailer

The City of Dunkirk and Primitive 
Patriot Outdoors are proud to announce 
the third annual Dunkirk Walleye Festival 
taking place on June 5 through June 7 on 
the Dunkirk City Pier. The event is open 
to the public. 

Professional walleye anglers will compete 
in the 6th Annual WNY Walleye Classic 
directed by Josh Larsen, tournament 
director, while the festival portion will 
be directed by Scott Mekus, Dunkirk 
Festivals event specialist. 

The Primitive Patriot Outdoors WNY 
Walleye Classic, celebrating 6 years in 
operation with registration now available, 
will be the highlight of the festival. 

New this year, Big Fish Friday is 
eliminated to make the event two days 
(Day 1 - Friday, June 5 and Day 2 – 
Saturday, June 6) of anglers catching 6 
fish each day for a total of 12 fish over a 
two-day period with fishing from 6 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Anglers can now 
launch out of any port and 
fish on any U.S. waters 
of Lake Erie as long as 
coolers are returned 
to the Dunkirk Boat 
Launch check-in 
area by 3:30 p.m. 
sharp.

Presented by title 
sponsors Doc’s Tackle 
LLC and Lime Lake Marine & 
RV along with Ronald Viavada - Senior 
Financial Advisor of Merrill, A Bank of 
America Company and Vexus Boats, 
Smoker Craft Boats, Ranger Boats, Nitro 
Boats, Tracker Boats, Daniel Terhune 
- Century 21 Turner Brokers, Church 
Tackle and VT Power and Lighting, the 
tournament weather determinant make-
up date is Sunday, June 8. The host hotel 
is the Clarion Hotel Conference Center.
Pro angler and National Walleye Tour 
Championship finalist, Craig Sleeman, 
will also conduct a free kid’s fishing clinic 
and tournament Sunday, June 8 from 8 
a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Dunkirk Pier. The 
winner of the tournament will win a 
guided fishing trip with Sleeman and also 
a winner’s plaque. 
Last year, 45 teams were registered with 

over 250 anglers and over $47,7600 
was given in prize money. Sponsorship, 
vendor and volunteer opportunities are 
currently being accepted. 

The mission of the tournament is to 
bring the outdoor community together 
through hosted events and various 
media sources in hopes to give our area 
an amazing weekend focusing on Lake 
Erie’s most sought-after species, walleye.

After the 5 p.m. weigh-in 
shows, both days will also 

feature live music on 
the stage from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. 

Food, craft and 
fishing gear vendors 

will be on site both 
Friday (2 p.m. - 7 p.m.) 

and Saturday (11 a.m. - 7 
p.m.). 

“This event has grown into one of the 
best tournaments on the eastern basin of 
Lake Erie and the goal is to give anglers 
a fun, yet competitive tournament, that 
promotes the sport, our city, and the 
entire community,” said Larsen.

“We strive to give the anglers what they 
want and show the public the best of our 
area’s walleye fisherman. We take pride 
that our fleet can trust us by having 100% 
transparency.” 

To register for the upcoming WNY 
Walleye Classic as an angler, visit www.
primitivepatriotoutdoors.com or call 
Larsen at (716) 490-4226. Sponsorship, 
vendor and/or volunteer questions can 
be referred to Mekus at (716) 366-9848 
or smekus@cityofdunkirk.com. 

Dunkirk Walleye Festival 
Slated at City Pier

Pictured left to right is the 2025 
WNY Walleye Classic Champions 

- Ashton Laird, Andy Travis & Joe Pa-
palia of Lime Lake Marine & RV with 

a 38.06-pound winning weight.

Registration is now available for the 6th Annual WNY Walleye Classic pre-
sented by Primitive Patriot Outdoors. Pictured above is last year’s Dunkirk 

Walleye Festival tournament weigh in show on the Dunkirk Pier.

Contributed by
City of Dunkirk

Westfield Artist’s Work Wins 
Award in “Best of 2026” 

at the Ohio Craft Museum: 
May 3–July 3, 2026

Contributed by
Ohio Craft Museum

Two pieces of furniture by West-
field, NY artist Brian Millspaw 
are featured in the “Best of 2026,” 
Ohio Designer Craftsmen’s 43rd 
annual juried members exhibition, 
on view May 3–July 3 at the Ohio 
Craft Museum. Millspaw received 
the Ed Honton Award for Excel-
lence for a Body of Work for his 
pieces “Eva” Armchair and “Pick” 
Low Stool.

The “Best of 2026” showcases 
contemporary fine craft by 69 ar-
tists. Juror Carol Sauvion, creator 
of the Peabody-award-winning 
PBS series,  Craft in America, and 
the recently retired executive di-
rector of the Craft in America orga-
nization, selected 73 works in clay, 
glass, metal, wood, fiber and mixed 
media from nearly 400 entries. 
Thirteen artists received awar-
ds of excellence (see attached) in 
Ohio Designer Craftsmen’s annual 
members competition.

After closing at the museum on 
July 3, the exhibition will travel 
to the CVA Gallery at Kent State 
University, in Kent, Ohio, where 
it opens August 25th.

The Ohio Craft Museum is lo-
cated at 1665 West Fifth Avenue, 
Columbus, Ohio 43212. The mu-
seum is owned and operated by 
Ohio Designer Craftsmen and re-
ceives ongoing funding from the 
Greater Columbus Arts Council, 
Ohio Arts Council and the Co-
lumbus Foundation.

Exhibition Details

The Ohio Craft Museum
May 3–July 3, 2026

Visitor Hours: 

Monday–Friday 
10:00 am–5:00 pm

Saturday, 11:00 am–4:00 pm
Admission and parking are free.

Kent State University
CVA Gallery

August 25–October 7, 2026

About Ohio Designer Craftsmen 
& The Ohio Craft Museum
Established in 1963, Ohio Designer 
Craftsmen engages and enriches 
the community through high-qua‑
lity exhibitions and education pro‑
grams and supports and promotes 
the professional development of 
fine craft artists. The organization 
owns and operates the Ohio Craft 
Museum in the Grandview Heights 
area and has organized Winterfair 
in Columbus for nearly 50 years. 
Ongoing funding is provided by 
the Ohio Arts Council, Greater Co‑
lumbus Arts Council and the Co‑
lumbus Foundation.

“Eva” Armchair by Brian Millspaw
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PRESSURE 
WASHING
LONGEST-SERVING:  

19 years in business
LOWEST RATES:

$250/Std. ranch & $450/Std. 2-story

CALL BRIAN MALTA
716-664-0025

First-ever supplier of own water.
All Natural Products. Safe for people, plants & pets.
Houses, Garages, Decks, Concrete, Machinery, Docks 

& More. You name it, I’ll clean it.

PRESSURE WASHING
Mark & Christina Phanco
Owners

Roofing - Siding - Decks 
Windows - Doors - Interior Remodel 

Kitchen and Bath.

716-499-4164 • 716-450-6145
mccontracting91@icloud.com

CONTRACTING

Greener Gardens
Making Your World More 

Beautiful, Naturally
10765 S. Roberts Rd. 

 Dunkirk
716-672-9871

www.facebook.com/jillsgreenergardens

LANDSCAPING

Contractors’ Corner

Join Our
CONTRACTOR CORNER

Join Our
Friends Around TownFriends Around Town

ONLY

Per Week
Call 716-484-7930

 for more info

$25

Chautauqua County’s Best for your Home & Garden Needs this Season!

TIM’S PAINTINGTIM’S PAINTING
Interior, exterior, free estimatesInterior, exterior, free estimates

716-485-3984716-485-3984

TIM’S PAINTINGTIM’S PAINTING
Interior, exterior, free estimatesInterior, exterior, free estimates

716-485-3984716-485-3984

I have been in business for 18 years 
and would love to help you get all your 

painting projects Done Right!

PAINTING ROOFING

520 W 8th St, Jamestown, NY
www.exteriorrescuewny.com

SCREEN REPAIR

Falconer Vac Shack 
SCREEN REPAIR 

Best & cheapest
in the world!

24-HOUR DROP-OFF
 Just leave screens w/ name 
& number. We’ll call when 
they’re done -- right quick!

716-665-4408
30 West Main St. • Falconer, NY

DOCKS • WELDING

5239 West Lake Rd, Mayville, NY
Office:716-753-3163

Docks and Boat lifts
In-shop & Mobile
welding services

DRYWALL
DONAHUE DRYWALL

Interior Demolition
Insulation • Drywall

Priming
CALL 1-814-706-7226

Michael Donahue, Drywall Contractor

Facebook: Donahue Drywall
donahuedrywall42@gmail.com

Scan to set up an appointment
www.donahuedrywallandcompanies.com

Proudly Serving Warren & Chautauqua Counties

LAWN CARE

(Local area within Chautauqua County)

andrae1963@yahoo.com

HOME REPAIR
“Over 35 Years of Experience” 

Whistling Swan
HOME REPAIR

DOUG SWAN 
(716) 581-3760

"The garden year has no beginning and no end." 
~ Elizabeth Lawrence

Sign up to receive your weekly Gazette in the Mail! 

$4/week 

To subscribe, contact 
QR code to web form to sign up (Shannon creating w Marc) 
Shannon’s name, email (tbd) and new phone (tbd)

LOVE CHAUTAUQUA? GET THE GAZETTE DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR!

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ... .ANYWHERE!!!

Attention all seasonal residents, snowbirds,  
college students, homebound individuals, and all those 
out-of -towners who will always have a place in their 
heart for Chautauqua County...

Sign up to 
receive your 

weekly Gazette 
in the Mail!

$16.95 
per month 

Subscribe now at:
www.chqgazette.com/Subscriptions

Never miss the latest news, 
events, and community 
stories from home.
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SECURITY & ALARMS

Total Car CareTotal Car Care

6624 Route 606624 Route 60
CassadagaCassadaga
962-9315 962-9315 ll 595-3408 595-3408
gaymarktireandwheel.com
gaymarktireandwheel.com

Repair Repair 
Maintenance Maintenance Inspections Inspections Auto, Truck & Auto, Truck & Farm TiresFarm Tires

CAR CARE

Join Our
Friends Around TownFriends Around Town

ONLY

Per Week
Call 716-484-7930

 for more info

$25
Call 716-720-1845 

for more info

INSURANCE

FRIENDS AROUND TOWN

CAR CARE TRAVEL

QQUUAALLIITTYY  TTIIRREESS  &&  WWHHEEEELLSS  AATT  

  

112200  CCEENNTTRRAALL  AAVVEE..,,  SSIILLVVEERR  CCRREEEEKK  

                              771166--995511--TTIIRREE  ((88447733))  
                    OOPPEENN  MMOONN  ––  WWEEDD  ––  FFRRII    99  aamm  ––  55  ppmm  

TTUUEE  &&  TTHHUU  99  aamm  ––  66  ppmm  

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  BBYY  AAPPPPOOIINNTTMMEENNTT  
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120 CENTRAL AVE. 
SILVER CREEK

716-951-TIRE (8473)
OPEN MON - WED - FRI 9 am - 5 pm 

TUE & THU 9 am - 6 pm • SAT BY APPT.
Financing options Available

CATERING

3C’s Catering
The Falcon’s Nest Banquet Hall

267-4403  I  www.3cscatering.com

Order Your Holiday 
Baked Good Now!

Let us help make your next event 
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS!

3C’s Catering

Order Your Holiday 
Baked Good Now!

Let us help make your next event 
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS!

3Cs Food Truck
Check out our facebook for this 

week’s location & Specials

Check out our facebook 
page or website for weekly 

food truck locations!
@3CsCateringNY

Now booking events for summertime 
& group outings at Diethrick Park. 

MOVING RENTALS

731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

716-487-8925
207 N Main St

Jamestown, NY

Open Daily 7am -1pm

RESTAURANT

• 5’X5’ TO 10’X30’ UNITS AVAILABLE
• OUTSIDE STORAGE AVAILABLE
• CARS, BOATS, RV’S, CAMPERS
• CLIMATE CONTROLLED UNITS
• SECURITY ENTRY SYSTEM
• 24 HR ACCESS & SURVEILLANCE

716-664-7396 
ryan@selfstoragejamestownny.com
378 Livingston Ave Jamestown, NY

Office Manager ON SITE  
Mon-Fri: 9-5 • Sat: 9-Noon

STORAGE LIVE CHQFURNITURE

  

(716) 664-3333
lafayettecornersjamestown.com

215 W 4th St | Jamestown, NY

AUTO DETAILING

731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

RESTAURANT & BAR

1286 E 2nd St l Jamestown, NY
(716) 665-2317

APPLIANCESBAKERY

7 AM-4:30 PM Monday-Saturday
832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY

HOME CONSTRUCTION

36 Chautauqua Ave • Lakewood, NY
WWW. STONEHILLHOMES.NET

• New Construction
• Major Renovations
• Additions 
• Project Design
• Kitchen/Bath Renovations

(716) 499-HOME (4663)

Branden Maggio

Cynthia Messere 
MessereToTEE@gmail.com 

(716) 638‑9303

Tales of Travel

Enchanted 

Encounters

TRAVEL AGENCY

GLASS SERVICES

D&S GLASS SERVICE
333 FLUVANNA AVE l JAMESTOWN

(Across from Arby’s)

716-664-9321

AUTO GLASS  l  MIRRORS
CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

SEAWAY 
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
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Randy Draggett
Randy Draggett

Chad Jaquith
Chad Jaquith Lorenzo Tarnowski

Lorenzo Tarnowski

Stacey Thrasher
Stacey Thrasher

Valarie Reynolds
Valarie Reynolds

Isabelle & Scott ReynoldsIsabelle & Scott Reynolds

Jill MuckJill Muck

Jayme DelcampJayme Delcamp

Mark Delcamp
Mark Delcamp

Fun Fun 
Around Around 

TownTown
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GINA BRILLON JENNY ZIGRINOMATT KOFF DREW DUNNKATIE HANNIGAN

SETH MEYERS
SUN AUG 9

BERT KREISCHER
SAT AUG 8

JERRY SEINFELD 
THU AUG 6

® NYSDED

PLUS MORE 
TO COME!

CAROL LEIFER IAN LARA

MEMBER 
PRE-SALE: 
Monday, April 27 

at Noon
JOIN NOW 

FOR ACCESS 
Details at ComedyCenter.org/Festival

PUBLIC ON-SALE: 
Friday, May 1 at Noon

Over 50 live events including 
stand-up showcases, late 
night comedy, free block 
parties, live music, Lucy 
tribute events and more.

LIVE IN 
JAMESTOWN!


