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PROUD MEMBER

HOME IS WHERE PEACE LIVES

SPRING CLEANING THAT SUPPORTS 
YOUR HEALTH - NOT JUST YOUR HOME

FR

EE WEEKLY

Spring Cleaning Edition

 

As the days grow longer and the seasons 
shift, many homeowners feel the fami-
liar urge to refresh and reorganize their 
spaces. Spring cleaning often begins with 
good intentions—but without a clear 
plan, it can quickly become overwhel-
ming. For those unsure where to start, 
hiring a professional designer can be a 
worthwhile investment that ultimately 
saves both time and money.

A professional designer does far more 
than suggest where to place furniture or 
storage bins. They take the time to un-
derstand how a homeowner truly lives 
in their space—how rooms are used, 
what routines look like, and where frus-
trations arise. Through detailed consul-
tations, designers assess both practical 
needs and personal preferences, creating 
customized solutions that reflect each 
client’s lifestyle. This collaborative pro-
cess builds trust and ensures that the end 
result is not only visually appealing, but 
also highly functional.

One of the key advantages of working 
with a designer is their ability to create 
efficient layouts that maximize every 
inch of space. Clutter often stems from 
poor organization rather than a lack of 
storage, and professionals are trained 
to address both. By focusing on form 
and function, they craft environments 
where everything has a purpose and a 
place. Their knowledge of spatial plan-
ning, clearances, and product integration 
helps prevent costly mistakes and en-
sures that projects are executed correctly 
the first time.

As a young woman, I ventured 
out of my hometown of 
Dunkirk, New York to see 
the world and serve in the 

U.S. Army. Because of this, I have lived in 
17 different homes across five states and 
two countries in the last 25 years, with 
two children tagging along. The biggest 
and most valuable lesson I have learned 
through all of it is simple: Making any 
space a home is not just about the things 

you put into it, it is also about matching 
the needs and comforts of your lifestyle 
and creating a calm and recharging space 
for your family. And after years of starting 
over in unfamiliar places, I learned that 
adopting a few simple habits can turn 
any space into the kind of place where 
your family can breathe, be together, and 
feel at peace.

With spring upon us in Chautauqua 
County, it’s the perfect time to put these 
lessons to work. Here are a few tips from 
a life spent making home wherever the 
orders sent me.

Start with “Command Central”

I learned the hard way that without a 
dedicated spot for important documents, 
calendars, and incoming mail, the chaos 
of a move multiplies fast. One of the 
first things I set up in every new home 
was what I called “Command Central.” 
This can be a small corner or a big office, 
whatever space you can spare will do, 
with a filing system, a family calendar, 
and a place to sort the mail the moment it 
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GOLD: $500 & UP

Timothy Carlson
M.L. Feather
Sandra & Daniel Gullotti
Troy Hine
Lamae & Doug McCullor
Yvonne McNallie
Thomas Skerl

Friends of  
the Gazette

Thank you to our 2026 Members! 
Please Join us Today. 

Timothy DAngelo
Lisa & Andy Goodell
Nancy Kerrin
Patricia & William Locke
Linda & David Melquist
Rita & Gary Mrowka
Greg & Cindy Peterson
Kerri Rowan
Susan & Douglas Seamans
Kate & Dan Smith
Peter Stark
Janet Wahlberg

SILVER: $250 & UP

BRONZE: $100 & UP

Linda & Lawrence Adams
Elizabeth & John Anderson
Kathy & Thom Bemus
Donna Beal
Pat & Chuck Brininger
Suzanne & Kennie Campbell
James Colby
Millie & Mike Coon
Linda & Paul Demier
Lillian & Ned Divine
Bruce & Joan Erickson
Janet Forbes
Claire & Andy Felong
Paulette & Norm Green
Lane & Mat Hagberg
Carol Hay
Elisabeth Hall
Donna & Jim Higginbotham
June & Todd Jacobson
Jill & Chad Jaquith
Patricia Kinney
Frances Lapinski
Elizabeth Lasser
Jennifer Martin
Marge & Mike Metzger
Chuck & Sharon Nazzaro
Mark Nelson
Diane & Donald Nelson
Elizabeth & Frank Petiprin
Alex Rosenberg
The Trussalo Family
Michelle & Jeffrey Victor
Anonymous in Jamestown

Friends of the Gazette play a vital 
role in keeping local journalism 
thriving in Chautauqua County. 

Readers may support our work by 
making a one-time or recurring 

donation online at www.
chqgazette.com/Support, or by 
mailing a check to Chautauqua 

Gazette, P.O. Box 32, Bemus Point, 
NY 14712. Every contribution, large 

or small, helps ensure the Gazette 
remains free and accessible.

MONDAY, APRIL 13

Flamenco Vivo in Tablao: An 
Intimate Flamenco Experience | 
6 PM-8 PM
Reg Lenna Media Arts Studio | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

TUESDAY, APRIL 14

Living Voices: Within the 
Silence (Japanese Internment 
in America) 
9 AM-10 AM & 1 PM-2 PM
Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown
For Info: roberthjackson.org 

The Cinema Series: EPiC: Elvis 
Presley in Concert 
7:30 PM 
1891 Fredonia Opera House Performing Arts 
Center | Fredonia
For Info: fredopera.org

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15

Living Voices: Within the 
Silence (Japanese Internment 
in America) | 9 AM-10 AM, 11 
AM-12 PM, & 1 PM-2 PM
Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown
For Info: roberthjackson.org 

Movies at The Reg: Mr. Nobody 
Against Putin | 7 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

Lecture: Listening for Bumps in 
the Night: Gravitational Waves 
| 7:30 PM
Martz-Kohl Observatory | Frewsburg
For Info: martzobservatory.org 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16

Book Talk with Paul Leon: 
One Hundred and Fifty-Four 
Sonnets | 6 PM
Ripley Public Library | Ripley

Craft & Sip Group 
7 PM-10 PM
Labyrinth Press Company | Jamestown
For Info: Labyrinth Press Company Facebook 
Page

FRIDAY, APRIL 17

CBA Vision Rehabilitation 
Services’s Dining in the Dark 5 
PM
Chautauqua Harbor Hotel | Celeron
For Info: cbavision.org/dining-in-the-dark

25 Years of Asking Questions: 
"A Republic, If You Can Keep It"? 
| 6 PM
Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown 
For Info: roberthjackson.org 

The Music of Simon & Garfunkel 
With AJ Swearingen & Jayne 
Kelli | 7:30 PM
1891 Fredonia Opera House Performing Arts 
Center | Fredonia
For Info: fredopera.org

FRIDAY, APRIL 17-SUNDAY, 
APRIL 19

Lake Erie Wine Country: Cheers 
to 250 All American Weekend
Lake Erie Wine Country 
For Info: lakeeriewinecountry.org 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 & 
SUNDAY, APRIL 19
Westfield Makerspace Spring Market | 10 AM-4 
PM
93 E Main St. | Westfield
For Info: marketinfo@westfieldmakerspace.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 18

Square Foot Gardening Class 1 
PM-3 PM
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Jamestown
For Info: uujamestown.org  

Frewsburg Lions Club BBQ 
Chicken Dinner Benefit | 4:30 
PM-6:30 PM
Zion Lutheran Church | Frewsburg
For Info: 716-499-4886

Folsom Prison Experience: 
Johnny Cash Theatrical Tribute 
Concert | 7 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com 

Live Music: Volpe Brothers 
Band | 8 PM-12 AM 
Sherman Hotel | Sherman
For Info: Sherman Hotel Facebook Page 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19

Alex Holt: Woke and 
Awakening: Being Aware of 
Injustice| 10:30 AM
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Jamestown
For Info: uujamestown.org

This Week 
Around Town

Spring Cleaning Checklist:  
A Mildly Chaotic Guide to Becoming a Better Person  

(or at Least Finding Your Floor Again)
Marketing Director

Shannon Nixon

Spring is here. The birds are chirping, 
the flowers are blooming, and your 
closet just tried to avalanche on you 
when you opened it. This can mean only 
one thing: it’s time for spring cleaning. 
The annual tradition of pretending we’re 
in control of our lives.

Before you panic, take a peak at our 
official spring checklist. 

Step 1: Air It All Out 

Let fresh spring air into your 

home as we escape the clenches of a 
long winter…and immediately sneeze 
from the dust that has compiled since 
last summer (or, for some of us, since 
the summer of 2020). 

Step 2: The “Be Honest” 
Closet Test

Those clothes in the back of your closet 
you’ve had since 1999? The ones you 
swear you’ll wear again? It’s time to ask 
yourself three important questions:
1.“Does this fit?”
2.“Do I like this?”
3.“Am I keeping this solely out of guilt 

and/or nostalgia for a different 
version of myself?”

If the answer is “I might need this for a 
very specific, imaginary event,” it’s time 
to part ways with it.

Step 3: The Sock 
Reckoning

Gather all solitary socks. Hold a brief 
memorial service for the ones that have 
lost their “twin.” Now you must decide: 
keep as cleaning rags or accept that 
somewhere, there is a parallel universe 
thriving entirely on your missing socks.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19



3April 13, 2026Spring Cleaning Edition

 

Iresisted the temptation to 
change the title of Megan 
Keir's exceptional cover story 
from "Home is Where Peace 

Lives" to "A CLEAN Home is 
Where Peace Lives" as I debated the 
truth in my latter assumption. 

As someone who works from 
home, I have a routine.  And I'd 
venture to guess, I'm not alone.  
I start nearly every work-day - 
which entails responsibilities 
like designing, financing, editing 
and marketing the Chautauqua 
Gazette - by cleaning my kitchen.  
I'm sure you're saying, but what 
do the Cornell family dishes have 
to do with a publishing business? 
I'll explain...

This edition - intending to 
highlight local opportunities and 
professional advice for readers 
to spring clean their homes - 
quickly took shape as more of a 
mental health hug than a home 
health celebration.  Very often - 
and quite normally - our urge for 
tidy is more about creating space 
for the peace in our lives that 
Megan so beautifully describes, 
than about removing dust mites 
and shower mold for our families 
to truly thrive.  According to 
much research, a clean and 
organized home truly is a more 
peaceful home.  Cleaning 
restores order; control over our 
inanimate surroundings giving 
us the confidence and mental 
space to tackle the more difficult 
and variable spaces in our lives: 
relationships, finances, job 
responsibilities and on and on. 

According to "Emboldened 
Therapy," an online mental 
health advisory source, "Cleaning 

is an easy way to restore some 
sense of order...when your brain 
feels overwhelmed, scrubbing 
the floors gives you something 
you can control..."  So, when 
we need $5,000 worth of small 
business supporting ads in order 
to publish our next edition of the 
Gazette in two days, it helps me 
to get the dishes done first (and/
or to just escape the mess to my 
favorite "peaceful home away 
from home" - the Bemus Point 
Library!).

When the world seems topsy 
turvy, and there’s seemingly too 
much on our plates to handle, 
perhaps take a few minutes to 
tidy.  One step at a time, we can 
make our lives just a bit cleaner 
and more organized. 

We hope our tips and tricks in 
this edition will help you do just 
that.  Spring is often thought of 
as a fresh start - why not start 
fresh at home first? 

And check one more thing off 
your list!

Publisher
Lori Cornell

Editorial with Lori Cornell
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There are so many signs of Spring- 
robins in the trees that are starting 
to bloom, grass that is turning 
greener, bulbs that have blossomed, 
occasional warm breezes, and 
beautiful sunshine. As I was looking 
out of my window recently, enjoying 
the sunshine that I’ve missed for 
months, I noticed something else 
about Spring that sprang up within 
me… a desire to do some spring 
cleaning! Because filtering the 
sunshine were little fingerprints 
- and even nose prints - from 
my grandchildren who had just 
visited…as well as a layer of grime 
on the outside after the winter 
months of keeping the windows 
shut tight against the cold. The 
sunshine didn’t just make me smile 
or bring warmth to my home, it 
revealed some cleaning that needed 
to be done. 

God’s light works in much the same 
way. God’s love makes us smile. 
God’s care warms us. And God’s 
presence gently reveals areas within 
us that need attention - perhaps 
with a deep “spring cleaning.” Not in 
a condemning way, but in a way that 
draws attention and even inspires 
within us a desire for God to spruce 
up the home of our lives. God’s light 
shines into the house of our soul, 
and sometimes what it reveals is a 
little uncomfortable. We may have 
smudges on the windows of our 
perspective that are preventing us 
from seeing clearly. We may have 
some sin, like dirty baseboards 
that need to be wiped down, but 
we haven’t done it because we keep 
telling ourselves that no one will 
notice. We may be holding onto 
baggage from the past, like a stuffed 
closet loaded with items we haven’t 
worn in years, leaving no room for 
what God would want to do now. 
Or we may have collected a pile of 
excuses for why we can’t change, 
like that one drawer that seems to 
gather everything and never gets 
cleaned out - the “junk drawer” (and 

we all have one).     

Spring cleaning isn’t just about 
seeing what’s dirty, messy, broken, 
or needing to be changed. It’s 
about making space for something 
fresh. We open everything up to 
let the fresh air come through, and 
we begin to freshen up our spaces. 
In the life of faith, we aren’t left 
alone with a lengthy “to-do list.” 
Right now, Christians are in a 
season of Eastertide - a time when 
we remember that God not only 
reveals what needs to change, but 
also brings new life as God inspires, 
equips, and empowers us to journey 
into the fresh, new life God wants 
for us. 

In the days after Jesus’ resurrection, 
people encountered him and found 
that everything was being made 
new. In the Gospel of John, Mary 
Magdalene stood outside the tomb, 
overwhelmed with grief- until Jesus 
called her by name, and she was 
suddenly able to see clearly. In the 
Gospel of Luke, two disciples walked 
along the road, carrying confusion 
and disappointment - until their 
eyes were opened and their hearts 
burned with new understanding. 
Resurrection didn’t just change 
what they believed; it changed how 
they saw, what they carried, and it 
made space for new life.

Spring cleaning of our lives isn’t 
about scrubbing harder or trying 
to make ourselves perfect, but 
allowing God to gently clear what no 
longer belongs, so that something 
new can take its place. It’s about 
releasing what we’ve been holding 
onto, healing what’s been hidden 
away, and opening up space for 
grace, peace, and purpose. Because 
resurrection power through Jesus 
Christ isn’t just about an empty 
tomb. It’s about our lives being 
made new - again and again. And 
thankfully, God’s renewal is much 
more thorough and much more 
loving than anything we would try 
to do on our own. God is with us in 
the process - in the noticing, in the 
letting go, and in creating something 
new within. And God also designed 
for believers to experience renewal 
in community, as we gather, reflect, 
pray, and encourage one another 
along the way. If you find yourself 
longing for that kind of fresh start 
this season, know that there is a 
place for you at church. 

Grace and peace,
Pastor Sherry

SPRING CLEANING

Featured Writer
Pastor Sherry Mahar

Christ First UMC, Jamestown

It is with heavy hearts and pro-
found gratitude for a life well-li-
ved that we announce the pas-
sing of Randy R. Rowland, who 

left us on March 29, 2026, at the age 
of 68. Randy peacefully departed this 
world in Jamestown, NY, surrounded 
by his beloved family, after bravely bat-
tling pneumonia.

Randy was born on July 9, 1957, in 
Dansville, NY, to James (Barbara) 
Logue and Sue Rowland. He was a 
man who carried the warmth of a 
small-town heart and the strength 
of a big city soul. Randy was prede-
ceased by his parents, James (Barbara) 
Logue and Sue Love, and his two sons, 
Michael and Mark (April) Colburn, 
whose memories he cherished deeply.

Randy's story is beautifully interwo-
ven with that of his devoted wife, 
Mary. Together, they navigated the 
journey of life for over 51 years, ce-
lebrating the joys and enduring the 
challenges with unwavering love and 
partnership. Their union was blessed 
with four wonderful children: Debbie 
(David) Rowland, Matthew ( Jamie) 
Rowland, and the cherished memo-
ries of their sons, Michael and Mark 
(April) Colburn. Randy was the proud 
grandfather of 13 grandchildren, each 
of whom brought immense joy and 
light to his life.

Randy's career path was a testament to 
his determination and skill. After a brief 
stint with the United States Navy, where 
he served with honor, he found his true 
calling in truck driving, hauling heavy 
equipment with precision and dedica-
tion. An exceptional driver, he retired 

after many years, leaving behind a 
legacy of hard work and reliability.

Randy was a man of many talents and 
interests. His love for tinkering knew 
no bounds—whether crafting wood 
projects, fixing cars, or tackling any 
challenge presented to him, Randy 
was a master of all trades. His passion 
for hunting, fishing, and car shows was 
matched only by the joy he found in 
the company of his grandchildren. His 
eyes would light up with happiness 
whenever they were near, and his hugs, 
famously warm and comforting, were 
a testament to the gentle giant he was.

With a personality larger than life, 
Randy was known for the playful grunt 
or growl that often accompanied his 
responses, always understood without 
the need for words. He was a depen-
dable friend, a loving husband, a de-
voted father, and a doting grandfather. 
Those fortunate enough to know him 
could always count on his support and 
kindness, no matter the circumstance.

Randy is survived by his soulmate 
Mary, his daughter Debbie, his son 
Matthew, and his many sisters: Mimi 
Rowland, Ruth Sipp, Sally Haskins, 
Carole Tomayo, Gale Tucker, Dawn 
(Tim) Snyder, Kim Grey, Dorean 
Monchilovich, Valerie Logue, and Jenn 
Logue, and many cousins, nephews 
and nieces. His family, both immediate 
and extended, will continue to honor 
his memory by living their lives with 
the same integrity and love that Randy 
exemplified every day.

As we say goodbye to Randy, we re-
member a life filled with love, laughter, 
and an indomitable spirit. His legacy 
will endure in the hearts of his family 
and friends, and his memory will be 
cherished by all who knew him.

Randy R. Rowland
July 9, 1957 - March 29, 2026

Please join us!
 -----------------------------

First Covenant Church
520 Spring Street, Jamestown

Rev. Jerry Lange
“What Jesus Can Do 

with Ordinary People”
Sunday Service 10:00 am

To know Christ and make Him known
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Designers also stay ahead of industry 
trends in ways that are not always visible 
to the general public. By attending trade 
shows, networking with suppliers, and 
participating in continuing education, 
they gain early access to new products, 
materials, and innovations. Many of these 
items are introduced to trade professio-
nals before becoming widely available, 
giving clients the opportunity to incor-
porate fresh, modern elements into their 
homes. Spring is an especially ideal time 
for updates, as new product lines often 
arrive following major industry events.

Beyond design expertise, professionals 
bring organization and efficiency to the 
entire project process. From the out-
set, they develop comprehensive plans 
and detailed material lists, ensuring that 
nothing is overlooked. This level of pre-
paration eliminates the need for multiple 
trips to the store and reduces the likeliho-
od of purchasing incorrect or unneces-
sary items. In the long run, this careful 
planning can significantly reduce stress, 
prevent delays, and keep projects within 
budget.

Another important benefit is access to 
trade-only resources and trusted sup-
pliers. Designers often maintain strong 
relationships with local vendors and 
specialized manufacturers, allowing 
clients to choose from high-quality, du-
rable products that may 
not be available through 
standard retail channels. 
These relationships also 
provide an added layer 
of support—if an item 
arrives damaged or in-
correct, designers can 
work directly with their 
contacts to resolve issues 
quickly and efficiently, 
something that is often 
more difficult when pur-
chasing through large on-
line retailers.

Working with a profes-
sional designer also sup-
ports the local economy. 
Many designers collabo-
rate closely with regional 
businesses, including 
suppliers, installers, 
and craftspeople. This 
network not only ensures 

a higher level of service and accounta-
bility, but also keeps investment within 
the community. Unlike large, impersonal 
retailers, local professionals are deeply 
invested in their work and in the satisfac-
tion of their clients.

Ultimately, hiring a professional designer 
is about more than aesthetics. It is about 
creating a home that works seamlessly 
for everyday life—one that is organized, 
efficient, and tailored to the people who 
live in it. This spring, instead of tackling 
organization alone, consider partnering 
with a professional to transform your 
space with clarity, confidence, and lasting 
results.

With over 25 years of experience in the 
construction industry, Deborah Ferrer has 
built a career specializing in kitchen and 
bathroom design and remodeling since 
2009. A graduate of Villa Maria College 
with High Honors in Interior Design, she 
blends her technical expertise with design 
sensibility that prioritizes functionality 
and creativity. In 2023, she founded De-
borah Ferrer Design Studio in downtown 
Dunkirk, where she focuses on adaptive 
reuse and space transformation. Debo-
rah’s work has earned her Chautauqua 
County’s Best of the Best Interior Designer 
honors in both 2024 and 2025, and re-
flects her passion for craftsmanship, inno-
vation, and client-centered design.

Spring Organization:
Why Hiring a Professional Pays Off

Continued from Front Page

Deb Ferrer featured in her design studio in 
downtown Dunkirk.

• Lifelong resident of Dunkirk / Fredonia
• Dunkirk High School Graduate
• Villa Maria Graduate with High Honors - Major: Interior Design
• 24+ years industry experience
• 16+ years specifically designing kitchens and bathrooms
• Advocate for revitalizing Downtown Dunkirk

423 Central Ave, Dunkirk, NY
(716) 217-0858

deborahferrerdesignstudio.com

Spring is a natural time to open the 
windows, clear out the clutter, and 
give our homes a fresh start. But as 
we reach for our usual cleaning pro-
ducts, it’s worth asking an impor-
tant question:

Are the products we’re using truly 
“clean”?

Many conventional household clea-
ners and laundry products contain 
chemicals that can do more than 
remove dirt—they can linger in the 
air we breathe, on the surfaces we 
touch, and even on the clothes we 
wear every day.

Some of these ingredients can affect 
the body in ways we don’t always 
realize. Over time, certain chemicals 
may interfere with how our body 
naturally functions, especially when 
we’re exposed to them day after day.

This isn’t about fear—it’s about 
awareness and making small, practi-
cal changes.

The good news? You don’t have to 
overhaul everything overnight. A 
few simple swaps can make a mea-
ningful difference.

Start with what you use most.

Laundry detergent is a great place to 
begin. We wear our clothes all day, 
and our skin is in constant contact 
with them. Choosing a simpler, fra-
grance-free option can help reduce 
unnecessary exposure.

Rethink “fragrance.”

That fresh, clean scent many pro-
ducts advertise often comes from 
synthetic fragrance blends. If you’ve 
ever felt sensitive to strong scents, 

this may be why. Look for products 
labeled “fragrance-free” or naturally 
scented with simple ingredients.

Use fewer products, more effec-
tively.
You may not need a different cleaner 
for every surface. Many safe, simple 
solutions can handle multiple jobs. 
For example, a mixture of vinegar 
and water works well for glass and 
countertops, while baking soda can 
help with scrubbing.

Pay attention to labels.

If a product doesn’t clearly list its 
ingredients, that’s a red flag. Trans-
parency matters. The more you un-
derstand what you’re using, the bet-
ter choices you can make.

Look beyond the label.

Some companies use terms like 
“green,” “natural,” or “eco-friendly” 
as marketing—but that doesn’t 
always mean a product is truly safe. 
This is often called “greenwashing.” 
Look for companies that are com-
mitted to transparency, thorough 
testing, and higher standards, not 
just appealing packaging.

Make it a process, not perfection.

You don’t have to throw everything 
out and start over. As you run out 
of products, replace them with safer 
options. Over time, those small 
changes add up.

Spring cleaning is about creating a 
space that feels fresh, calm, and heal-
thy. When we choose products that 
support both our environment and 
our bodies, we extend that sense of 
well-being beyond what we can see.

A clean home should also be a 
healthy one.

Nancy Rich Johnson is the founder 
of Wellness for Life and has spent over 
45 years focused on healthy aging and 
practical wellness. She partners with 
Shaklee, a company known for envi-
ronmentally responsible products. Ba-
sic H was named the Official Product 
of Earth Day in 1990 for its 20th an-
niversary, and the Get Clean line re-
flects a commitment to products that 
are safe, effective, and environmentally 
responsible.

Spring Cleaning that Supports 
your Health - Not Just Your Home

Featured Writer
Nancy Rich Johnson

Wellness for Life

Nancy Rich Johnson
716-640-1310
nancyrichjohnson@gmail.com

Healthy Aging Tips Ready Set Wellness Bundle Wellness Storefront
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What does a strong business communi-
ty look like to you? It’s a question we’ve 
asked during our Small Business Sit-
Downs across the county. Some of the 
answers were specific to the community 
we were in, but many answers were uni-
versal.

Words like Communication, Trust, Parti-
cipation, and Sacrifice came up in almost 
every conversation.  

As small business owners, you’re fre-
quently the CEO and the janitor, the HR 
department and the lead salesperson. It 
can be a struggle to step away from the 
daily grind to go to a meeting. Our Small 
Business Sit-Downs are an hour away 
from your business, from your family, 
from time that you can use for yourself. 
But consider it an opportunity to work 
ON your business rather than just wor-
king IN your business. 

The strongest business communities 
we see are those where business owners 
recognize their success is directly tied 
to the community around them. When 
people take the time to mentor a new 
entrepreneur, share an idea, or even just 
commiserate over common struggles. It 
turns what can be viewed as competition 
over local dollars into collaborators. Into 
a community.

At a recent meeting in Falconer, one 
participant summed it up like this. 
What does a strong business com-
munity look like? “It’s this, coming to 
small business gatherings like these 
Sit-Downs makes us stronger.

The CHQ Chamber Presents the 
State of the County 

The CHQ Chamber is working with 
the County Executive’s office this year 
to provide a more meaningful event 
to our local business community. This 
year’s breakfast gathering with the 
County Executive will include the ac-
tual State of the County address, follo-
wed by a moderated question and ans-
wer session so our guests can engage 
with the topics presented.

The CHQ Chamber State of the Coun-
ty Breakfast will be held Tuesday, April 
21 at 8am at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 
150 West Fourth Street, Jamestown. The 
cost to attend this event is $30 for Cham-
ber members or $35 for non-members, 
which covers breakfast and helps to 
support the ongoing work of the CHQ 
Chamber year-round. 

Sponsors for the 2026 CHQ Chamber 
State of the County Event are AHN 
Westfield Memorial Hospital, Brooks-
TLC Hospital System, County of 
Chautauqua Industrial Development 
Agency, LaBella Associates, Media 
One Radio Group, National Grid, 
Phillips Lytle LLP, the State University 
of New York at Fredonia, and UPMC 
Chautauqua. Registration is open now 
through the Chamber’s web calendar 
at www.chqchamber.org.

C H A M B E R
CO R N E R

It Takes a Community to Raise a Business
Article Contributed by
Daniel J. Heitzenrater

Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce
President and CEO

Square Foot Gardening Class 
This Saturday, April 18

This Saturday, 1–3 p.m., former Penn State Master Gardener David Winner 
is offering a class on Square Foot Gardening: How to grow your own fresh 
vegetables in a limited space. With a $10 fee, it will include visuals to 
demonstrate how to set up a square foot garden and refreshments. Location 
is the Unitarian church, 1255 Prendergast Avenue, Jamestown, where parking 
is behind the building. Proceeds from the class will benefit the church.

Your health is a priority and finding the best care should be too. So, 
it’s good to know you have access to expert care every step of the 
way — from prenatal visits and labor and delivery to menopausal 
care and advanced, minimally invasive gynecological procedures. In 
partnership with GLPP, UPMC Chautauqua is the only hospital in the 
county offering women’s care, with state-of-the-art facilities for new 
moms and for women at every stage life. 

To schedule an appointment, call 716-664-8510,  
or visit UPMC.com/HereforHer.

UPMC Chautauqua was recognized by U.S. News & 
World Report as a Maternity Care Access Hospital.

HERE

HER.
for

8041_upmc_chautauqua_womens_care_print_4.875x7.5_a.indd   18041_upmc_chautauqua_womens_care_print_4.875x7.5_a.indd   1 1/6/26   4:40 PM1/6/26   4:40 PM
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Chautauqua County Executive 
Paul M. Wendel Jr. will deliver his 
2026 State of the County Address 
on Tuesday, April 21, offering 
residents, business leaders, and 
community partners a forward-
looking update on the county’s 
progress and priorities. 

Hosted in partnership with the 
Chautauqua County Chamber of 
Commerce, this year’s event represents 
a unique opportunity to expand public 
engagement by bringing the State of 
the County directly to the community. 
The breakfast gathering will take 
place from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Jamestown 
and will include a moderated 
question-and-answer session led by 
Chamber President and CEO Daniel 
Heitzenrater.

“Chautauqua County is on a strong 
and steady path forward,” said 
Wendel. “We’ve made real progress 
by focusing on what matters 
most—strengthening our economy, 
investing in our communities, and 
delivering results for our residents.

Wendel’s remarks will highlight 
key accomplishments from the 
past year while outlining a strategic 
vision for continued economic 
growth, infrastructure investment, 
and enhanced quality of life across 
Chautauqua County.

“As we look to the future, our focus 
remains clear—building a stronger, 
more prosperous county for the next 

generation,” Wendel added. “This is 
about continuing the momentum we’ve 
built together and ensuring Chautauqua 
County remains a place where people 
want to live, work, and raise a family.”

Traditionally, the State of the County 
Address is delivered to the Chautauqua 
County Legislature. That tradition will 
continue this year, with a recording of 
the address to be presented during 
the Legislature’s regular meeting on 
Wednesday, April 22 at 6:30 p.m.

“We’re excited to incorporate the 
State of the County address into 
the Chamber’s annual County 
Executive Breakfast this year,” said 
Dan Heitzenrater, CHQ Chamber 
President & CEO. “We hope adding 
the address will encourage more of 
the public to engage with the “State 
of Chautauqua County” and guide 
a substantive Q&A session based 
on the most up-to-date information 
from County Executive Wendel.”

A recording of the full presentation 
will also be made available online 
at chqgov.com, ensuring residents 
have multiple ways to stay informed 
and engaged.

The April 21 event also offers 
attendees the opportunity to 
network with local leaders and 
stakeholders while gaining insight 
into the direction of county 
government.

Registration is $30 for Chamber 
members and $35 for non-members. 
For more information or to register, 
visit the Chautauqua County 
Chamber of Commerce website at 
chqchamber.org.

Chautauqua County Executive 
PJ Wendel to Deliver 2026 

State of the County Address

Contributed by
Chautauqua County

1.	 What is the main active ingredient in household 
bleach? 

2.	 Which country is credited with inventing soap 
around 2800 BCE? 

3.	 What common household item can kill many 
bacteria due to its acidity? 

4.	 What temperature (in Fahrenheit) is typically  
needed to kill most bacteria in laundry? 

5.	 Which cleaning tool was patented in 1901 and 
revolutionized home cleaning? 

6.	 What is the term for cleaning without water  
using chemicals or solvents? 

7.	 Which gas is commonly used as a disinfectant  
in water treatment plants? 

8.	 Which cleaning method uses sound waves to  
remove dirt at a microscopic level? 

9.	 What is the main ingredient in most dish  
soaps that helps break down grease? 

10.	 What year did Procter & Gamble introduce  
Tide detergent? 

1. Sodium hypochlorite  2.  Ancient Babylon  3. White vinegar  4.  140°F (60°C) 
5. The vacuum cleaner  6. Dry cleaning  7. Chlorine  8. Ultrasonic cleaning 
9. Surfactants  10. 1946  

Trivia
SPRING CLEANINGSPRING CLEANING

Whether you’re looking for a private lakefront 
escape, a multi-generational retreat, or a 
property with proven income potential, this 
one checks all the boxes. With its flexible 
layout and separate living spaces, this home is 
perfectly suited for short-term rental use, 
including Airbnb, allowing you to generate 
income while enjoying everything lake life 
has to offer.

Don’t miss your chance to own one of 
the most unique and versatile lakefront 
properties on the market. Call Richard 
J. Benedetto today to schedule your 
private showing and start living (and 
earning) on the lake!

Selling Chautauqua Lake and surrounding area since 1985!

chautauqualakehomesforsale.com • Follow me on facebook

CALL OR TEXT: (716)665-9403
richard0039@yahoo.comRichard Benedetto 

Broker/Owner
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The New York State Department 
of Health (NYSDOH) recently an-
nounced the launch of its nation-lea-
ding Lead Rental Registry Program, 
designed to better protect children 
from dangerous lead exposure in ren-
tal housing. Jamestown, New York 
(ZIP code 14701) is one of 25 com-
munities of concern selected for the 
initiative. The state regulations were fi-
nalized last week and the Chautauqua 
County Health Department (CCHD), 
in coordination with community part-
ners, have begun implementing the 
program locally.

About the Lead Rental Registry 
Program 

The Lead Rental Registry Program 
creates a proactive, statewide system 
to identify and address lead hazards 
in rental housing—finding and fixing 
lead paint risks before children are ex-
posed. The law requires that:
• Residential rental properties built 

before 1980 with two or more 
units undergo inspections to verify 
they are free of lead hazards.

• Property owners must obtain a Lead 
Safety Certificate for all rented units.

• Identified hazards must be corrected 
using lead-safe work practices and 
completed promptly.

• Compliance will be monitored and 
enforced to ensure safer housing 
conditions.

About Lead Poisoning
 
While major strides have been made 
in removing lead from gasoline, plum-
bing, consumer products, and building 
materials, older housing remains the 
primary source of childhood lead 
exposure. Homes built before 1980 
— particularly those with peeling or 
chipping lead-based paint — continue 
to put children at risk.
• The 14701 zip code has the sixth 

highest rate of childhood lead poi-

soning in New York State.
• Lead exposure often comes from de-

teriorating paint and dust in older 
homes.

• No level of lead exposure is safe, es-
pecially for young children.

• Lead poisoning can cause irrever-
sible brain damage, learning disa-
bilities, behavioral problems, and 
other permanent health impacts.

• Routine maintenance and safe re-
pairs can prevent exposure.

Local Need and Local Action
Chautauqua County’s older housing 
stock highlights the need for this ini-
tiative. More than 86% of homes in 
the 14701 ZIP code were built before 
1970—well before lead paint was 
banned in 1978. These figures exceed 
state averages and underscore the ur-
gency of taking proactive steps to re-
duce lead hazards.

“Jamestown’s older housing stock can 
pose challenges to children’s health and 
create economic burdens for families,” 
said City of Jamestown Mayor Kim-
berly Ecklund. “The city is committed 
to supporting county and state-led ini-
tiatives, working to ensure homes are 
safe and families have the resources 
they need to protect their children and 
strengthen our community.”

Over the past three years, an average 
of 60 children each year in Chau-
tauqua County have tested above the 
state’s action level of 5 micrograms per 
deciliter, with another 10–20 children 
testing just below that threshold — 
levels still associated with long-term 
impacts. On average, eight out of ten 
lead-poisoned children in Chautau-
qua County live in rental housing.

Lacey Wilson, Chautauqua County 
Public Health Director emphasized 
the importance of the upcoming pro-
gram. “This registry is a major step to-
ward breaking the cycle of childhood 
lead poisoning in our community. By 
identifying hazards early and suppor-

Chautauqua County Launches Lead 
Rental Registry Program 14701 Zip Code 

Identified as a Community of Concern
Lead Rental Registry Program Will Inspect,  

Certify and Track Pre-1980 Rental Properties

Contributed by
Chautauqua County

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo

• 2-40 yd Containers Available
• Commercial, Small Business & Residential Disposal

7534 Rt 380 • Stockton • 716-595-3186

Comprehensive Professional Waste Hauling & Disposal Service

7534 Rt 380 l Stockton l 716-595-3186

SOARING EAGLE
in the Chautauqua Mall

Open Wednesday - Saturday
11 am till 6 pm daily.

25% 
1 ITEM 

with coupon

SOARING EAGLE
Chautauqua Mall

318 E Fairmount Ave, 
Lakewood, NY

OFF 

Chautauqua Institution

716-357-4135
NOW HIRING

Stylists , Nail Techs, Massage Therapist,
Esthetician who is a licensed Botox/Filler technician!

Please contact us at: 716-450-1081
Maryannbianco22@gmail.com

Our Plan Room Saves Time & Money
www.bxstier.com

SOME MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDE:
401(K), WORKERS COMP GRP#469, COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE, 
ADVOCACY, SAFETY TRAINING, ONLINE CLASSES & MORE

THE BUILDERS EXCHANGE 
OF THE SOUTHERN TIER

65 E Main St, Falconer, NY
(716) 665-4026

SCANNING & DIGITAL PROJECT ARCHIVING
LARGE FORMAT PRINTING

www.americandigitalscans.com

Monday - Friday 
8AM - 5:30PM
Saturday  8AM-3PM
Sunday  10AM-2PM

Auto PartsAuto Parts

126 Chautauqua Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

(716) 763-8654

TRIGLIA JEWELER
Fine Jewelry Repair • Stone Setting & Replacement

Ring Sizing • Chain Repair • Watch Battery Replacement

(formerly The Watch Shop)

102 Chautauqua Ave. • Lakewood, NY 14750

Hours Open:
Tuesday-Thursday 11-5

Friday 11-4 • Saturday 10-4

www.cottonthistle.com

Unique, quality apparel, accessories & gifts 
for Chautauqua’s most trendy women.
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Hospital Employee Receives 
Highmark Bright Blue Futures 

Award and Donates  to Westfield 
Memorial Hospital Foundation

Contributed by
Westfield Memorial 

Hospital Foundation

Jacqueline “Jackie” Francisco has been re-
cognized with the Highmark Bright Blue 
Futures Employee Recognition Award, 
honoring her commitment to commu-
nity service and volunteerism. The award 
includes a $1,000 grant designated to a 
nonprofit of the recipient’s choice.

Francisco donated the full award to the 
Westfield Memorial Hospital Founda-
tion, restricting the gift to breast cancer 
awareness initiatives. 

“I wear many hats in my work and vo-
lunteer efforts, but the one that fills me 
with the most joy is my volunteer hat,” 
said Francisco.  “Volunteerism allows me 
to give back to the community in mea-
ningful ways.  Over the years, I’ve sup-
ported causes ranging from Alzheimer’s 
and breast cancer awareness to child 
abuse prevention and Meals on Wheels.  
Most recently, I’ve been volunteering at 
Westfield Memorial Hospital to support 

both the community and the dedicated 
staff who work here.” 

Patricia Gaughan DiPalma, Executive 
Director of the Westfield Memorial Hos-
pital Foundation, praised Francisco’s 
generosity. “We are pleased that Jackie 
chose to direct this award to the hospital 
Foundation,” said DiPalma.  “Her dedica-
tion to breast cancer awareness and her 
commitment to service reflect the va-
lues of compassion and community that 
guide our mission.  This gift helps sup-
port programs that make a meaningful 
difference for our patients and families.”

The Highmark Bright Blue Futures Em-
ployee Program recognizes employees 
who demonstrate leadership through 
service and a commitment to improving 
community health and well-being.

The Westfield Memorial Hospital Foun-
dation (now in its 47th year) supports 
high-quality patient care working with 
the hospital in providing financial sup-
port with on-going philanthropic part-
nerships and community engagements.

Jacqueline “Jackie” Francisco presents a $1,000 Highmark Bright Blue Futures 
Employee Recognition Award to WMH Administrator Dr. Rodney Buchanan 

who accepts the gift on behalf of the WMH Foundation.

1 Main St, Panama, NY 14767 • (716) 782-2084

Every Friday 
Night

4pm - 7pm

Wings!
75¢

DINE - IN ONLY

Hours: 
Tuesday & Wednesday 7am-4pm

Thursday-Saturday 7am-7pm
Sunday 7am-1pm

All new  
ownership!

141 Chautauqua Avenue • Lakewood, NY  • 716.526.1081
www.ppjflowerslakewood.com

Monday-Friday 9am-5:30 
Saturday 9am-4pm

Florist & Curiosities
Delivery Available 6 days a week

&

Visit our year-round Christmas room!

Upcoming at Audubon: 
Volunteer Day, Breakfast 

Kick-off for Birdathon

Celebrate Earth Day this Saturday with Audubon Community Nature Center staff 
and other volunteers working on projects to maintain and improve the building 
and grounds: Family-friendly, free, and includes lunch! Create your own team of 
birders and raise some money for a deserving college-bound student and care 
for Audubon’s animals during the April 25-May 3 Birdathon. Make reservations by 
Monday, April 20, to join the Birdathon kick-off at Breakfast With the Birds Satur-
day morning, April 25. Audubon is located at 1600 Riverside Road, one-quarter 
mile east of Route 62 between Jamestown and Warren. For all these, call (716) 
569-2345 or visit AudubonCNC.org/events.

CHQgazette.com
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ting property owners in making lead-
safe improvements, we can create safer 
homes and better health outcomes for 
children across Chautauqua County.”

The New York State Department of 
Health has already awarded nearly $16 
million to 20 local health departments 
to build capacity and assist the com-
munities of concern in their county 
with implementing the Lead Rental 
Registry. Chautauqua County receives 
$601,300 per year over the course of 
five years to implement the program.

In the last year, the CCHD has ex-
panded its Lead Poisoning Prevention 
team by more than 50% and recently 
opened a satellite office at Jamestown 
City Hall, increasing accessibility for 
landlords, tenants, and families. The 
team recently launched an updated 
website outlining the program details 
and notification was sent to landlords 
and renters in the program area in 
2025, informing them about the upco-
ming Lead Rental Registry Program 
and offering free lead inspections in 
advance of the 2026 implementation.

Training and Certification 
Opportunities for Contractors and 
Landlords 

As part of local preparation for the 
Lead Rental Registry Program, 
contractors and landlords are re-
quired to become EPA-certified in 
lead-safe renovation, repair, and pain-
ting. Federal law requires lead-safe 
certification for any work that disturbs 
painted surfaces in housing built be-
fore 1978. Proper training is essential 
to prevent contractors and property 
owners in communities of concern — 

including Jamestown — from unin-
tentionally creating new lead hazards 
while attempting to address peeling or 
chipping paint.

To support compliance, Chautauqua 
County offers free EPA-approved 
training opportunities for contrac-
tors, landlords, and DIYers who want 
to learn general lead-safe work prac-
tices. These training opportunities 
help provide tools and knowledge 
needed to make homes safer, protect 
families, and support successful imple-
mentation of the Lead Rental Registry 
Program. For more information about 
classes and how to sign up, call the 
CCHD’s Lead Rental Registry Pro-
gram office at 716-661-8088.

Resources:
Lead Rental Registry Program:
• Chautauqua County Health Depart-

ment’s site: HealthyCHQ.com
• NYSDOH Lead Rental Registry 

Program: health.ny.gov/LeadRen-
talRegistry

• NYSDOH Lead Rental Registry Pro-
gram factsheet: https://www.health.
ny.gov/publications/2626.pdf

About Chautauqua County Health De-
partment - The Chautauqua County 
Health Department is the leading Pu-
blic Health organization in Chautauqua 
County dedicated to the support of the 
community’s health. The Health Depart-
ment takes innovative approaches to pro-
vide technical assistance to partner orga-
nizations, and offers various programs 
and services in order to help prevent 
disease, protect the public’s health and 
promote our community’s overall health 
and wellness. For more information visit 
www.HealthyCHQ.com.

Chautauqua County Launches Lead Rental Registry 
Program 14701 Zip Code Identified as a Community 
of Concern

Continued from Page 8
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April is National Volunteer Month, a 
time to recognize the incredible impact 
volunteers make in communities across 
the country. The Chautauqua County 
Office for Aging Services (OFAS) is 
proud to celebrate the individuals who 
give their time and compassion to sup-
port older adults throughout our county.

During this National Volunteer Month, 
the Chautauqua County Office for Aging 
Services would also like to recognize and 
celebrate our 2026 Volunteers of the 
Year. Please join us in congratulating El-
len Coffaro and Shirley Vandenburg, 
who have been selected as the 2026 
Chautauqua County Volunteers of the 
Year.  Their dedication demonstrates the 
tremendous impact volunteers have in 
strengthening communities throughout 
Chautauqua County.

Each year, on Older New Yorkers’ Day, 
the New York State Office for the Ag-
ing (NYSOFA) honors older adults 
from across the state for their outstand-
ing volunteerism. The event celebrates 
healthy aging and highlights the power 
of community engagement. The pro-
gram is also one-way NYSOFA works to 
overcome stereotypes about aging—by 
showcasing the many older adults who 
remain active, engaged, and committed 
to giving back to their communities.

Volunteers play a vital role in helping 
older residents remain connected, inde-
pendent, and supported. OFAS is cur-
rently seeking caring individuals who 
are willing to share their time and talents 
in a variety of meaningful roles.

Volunteer opportunities include:
• Friendly Visiting – Spend time with 

an older adult to reduce isolation and 
build meaningful connections.

• Friendly Calling – Provide regular 
check-in phone calls to brighten some-
one’s day.

• Senior Pen Pal Program – Exchange 
letters with older adults to create last-
ing friendships.

• Home Delivered Meals Delivery – 
Help deliver meals to homebound 
older adults and provide an important 
daily wellness check.

• Visiting Pets Program – Certified, 
friendly pets and their owners can visit 
older adults to bring comfort, com-
panionship, and joy.

• Office Assistance – Help with admin-
istrative tasks and support daily opera-
tions.

• OFAS Event Support – Assist with 
community outreach events, health 
fairs, and special programs.

• Volunteer Transportation Drivers 
– Help older adults get to medical ap-
pointments, grocery stores, and other 
essential services both within and 
outside of Chautauqua County.

• Peer Leaders for Classes – Lead or as-
sist with wellness, health education, or 
evidence-based programs.

• Health Insurance Counseling Vol-
unteers – Help older adults under-
stand Medicare and health insurance 
options through our counseling pro-
grams.

• Computer Help and Technology 
Training – Assist older adults with 
basic computer skills, smartphones, 
email, internet use, and accessing on-
line services.

Whether you can give a few hours a week 
or help occasionally, your time can make 
a meaningful difference in someone’s 
life. Volunteering is also a wonderful 
way to stay active, meet new people, and 
strengthen our community.

If you are interested in becoming a vol-
unteer with the Chautauqua County 
Office for Aging Services, please call 
716-753-4471 to learn more and regis-
ter.

Join us this April in celebrating National 
Volunteer Month and all the dedicat-
ed volunteers who make Chautauqua 
County a stronger, more connected 
community.

If you have questions about services, 
programs, or benefits for older adults 
and caregivers, you can contact  NY 
Connects  Helpline: 716-753-4582. Or 
ccnyc@chqgov.com.

April is National Volunteer Month 
Celebrating Volunteers in Chautauqua County

Contributed by
Dana Corwin

Director of Chautauqua County 
Office for Aging Services

Senior Scene with Dana Corwin

Shirley Vandenburg Ellen Coffaro
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comes through the door. I’ve carried 
this habit with me long after military 
life, and it’s still a lifesaver. When 
you can sit down in one spot with 
your important paperwork, phone 
numbers, and upcoming dates right at 
your fingertips, the rest of the house, 
and the rest of life, feels so much more 
manageable.

If It Doesn’t Work for You, Let It Go

Moving constantly forced me to 
reckon with our belongings. When a 
move was upcoming, I started taking 
stock of the things we had collected 
along the way and began donating or 
disposing of anything we no longer 
used, was not sentimental, or did not 
fit into my lifestyle. You don’t need a 
move to apply this tactic. As you tackle 
spring cleaning this year, pick up each 
item and ask yourself: would I pack this 
in a box and carry it to a new home? If 
the answer is no, thank it for its service 
and let it go. Donate it, gift it, or recycle 
it. Your closets and your mind will feel 
lighter.

Make Every Room Do Its Duty

In small military housing, we couldn’t 
afford wasted space. Every room had to 
have a clear purpose. The dining table 
was for meals and homework. The 
living room was for family time, not for 
backpacks, laundry, or toys that were 
not actively being played with. Give 
each space in your home a specific role 
this spring and let it serve that role 
with honor.

Go on a Peacekeeping Mission

We all get overwhelmed by the outside 
world sometimes, and that’s exactly 
why it’s so important to create what I 
call “pockets of peace” in your home. 
Find the colors, styles, and activities 
that bring your family calm. Maybe 
that means setting Grandma’s antique 
chair in a sunny corner with a plant 
and a stack of good books. Maybe 
it’s a den decked out in Buffalo Bills 
gear to maximize the joy you get from 
watching Josh Allen jump over stuff. 
Whatever brings you and your family 

peace, find a spot and make it your 
oasis from the chaos of life. You may 
think of this as a non-necessity, but 
I have learned that having a peaceful 
space where you can recharge gives 
you the rest, relaxation, and mental 
clarity you need to take care of the 
loads of things you must do every day.

Be at Home Wherever You Are

Spring cleaning isn’t really about 
scrubbing baseboards or reorganizing 
the pantry, though those things are 
satisfying too. At its heart, it’s about 
creating a space where your family can 
land softly, where the outside world 
quiets down and the people you love 
most can just be together and enjoy 
time spent at home.

No matter how many times life uproots 
you, home is something you build with 
intention, not an address on a piece of 
paper. Chautauqua County will always 
be home to me, wherever I am, and I 
take it with me in my heart like a prized 
possession.

Happy spring, Chautauqua County.

Megan Keir (formerly Muzazc) is a 
native of Dunkirk, New York. She is 
a U.S. Army Veteran and graduate of 
American Military University. Megan 
has spent her civilian career as a Special 
Investigator, Intelligence Analyst, and 
Government Consultant.  She has two 
children, Madelyn and Olivia. She 
currently resides in the Washington, 
D.C. area with her fiancé, Lewis, and 
her two dogs, Stanley and Rose.

Home Is Where Peace Lives

Continued from Front Page

 

Every year on April 13, National 
Scrabble Day is recognized as 
a tribute to the timeless appeal 

of Scrabble and the simple pleasure 
of arranging letters into words.  The 
day also honors the birthday of 
Alfred Mosher Butts, the inventor 
who turned language into a beloved 
tabletop pastime invented in 1931. 

Originally called Lexiko and later 
Criss-Crosswords. The name 
Scrabble was trademarked in 1948 
by James Brunot who bought 
the production rights which then 
solidified its place in popular culture 
with Scrabble having now been 
produced in 31 different languages 
and sold in 121 countries. Since its 
creation, more than 150 million sets 
have been sold worldwide, making 
Scrabble one of the most popular 
board games. Brunot chose the 
word, Scrabble because it is a real 
word originating from the Dutch 
word "schrabbelen". It is deemed the 

perfect name to describe the action 
of trying to create words from limited 
tiled letters. 

There's something quietly satisfying 
about the placing of letter tiles, the 
careful calculation of a triple-word 
score and the friendly debate over 
whether a word is actually in the 
dictionary. Scrabble invites us to 
think creatively and enjoy the beauty 
of words, one tile at a time. Whether 
you're a seasoned strategist or 
someone who simply enjoys placing 
a word across the board, the spirit 
of the day is the same in celebrating 
words and the connections they 
create.  

Perhaps that's the true magic of 
Scrabble long after the tiles are 
returned to the box. The memories 
linger proving that sometimes the 
simplest game brings the richest 
reward. With every word formed and 
every friendly challenge, it reminds 
us that language connects us and 
sometimes the best conversations 
begin with just seven little letters.  
Whether you're chasing a triple-
word score or simply enjoying the 
company, Scrabble continues to 
prove that the right words and the 
right moments never go out of style. 

Scrabble isn't just about points or 
perfectly placed words. It's about the 
laughter, the quiet thinking between 
turns and the simple joy of sharing 
time together.  

Pat's Pen with Pat Locke

National Scrabble Day:April 13

Contributing Writer
Pat Locke

Shear Style

56 South Erie St.  l  Mayville, NY

Julie Treadway, Owner-Operator
716-753-7750

shearstyle93@yahoo.com 

Megan Keir featured at one of 
her most "Peaceful Homes".

Strawberry’sStrawberry’s
Custom Frame ShoppeCustom Frame Shoppe

716-397-7346  •  strawberriesframe@gmail.com
1 West Main St. • Panama, NY
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Mark Geise, Chautauqua County De-
puty County Executive for Economic 
Development and CEO of the County 
of Chautauqua Industrial Develop-
ment Agency (CCIDA), has again 
been named to Buffalo Business First’s 
“Power 250” list.

The “Power 250” is an annual list of 250 
people the newsroom staff at Buffalo 
Business First considers the most in-
fluential in the eight counties that make 
up Western New York: Allegany, Cat-
taraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, 
Niagara, Orleans and Wyoming. In 
2026, Geise ranked No. 192.

Geise was appointed Deputy County 
Executive for Economic Development 
and CCIDA CEO in March 2018. Since 
then, he has led efforts to grow and ex-
pand business opportunities in Chau-
tauqua County, including overseeing 
expanded programs to help employers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Over the past four years alone, under 
Geise’s leadership, the CCIDA has 
assisted with $1.74 billion in capital 
investment projects in Chautauqua 
County. These investments include, 
but are certainly are not limited to, the 
Cummins Engine internal expansion 
project ($452 million); Wells Enter-
prises Phase I, II, and III expansion 
efforts ($512 million combined); de-
velopment of shovel-ready sites in both 
the Town of Ripley ($16 million) and 
the Town of Ellicott ($600,000); relo-
cation of Maplevale Farms, a long-time 
food distribution company ($41.4 
million);  redevelopment of the White 
Inn in Fredonia ($15+ million), and a 
multitude of housing projects aimed at 
providing modern housing options for 
county residents ($109 million).

Geise also played a key role in creating 
and overseeing the Chautauqua County 
Partnership for Economic Growth 
(CCPEG), an initiative of CCIDA’s 
component organization, the Chautau-
qua Region Economic Development 
Corp. (CREDC). In 2025, CCPEG ob-
tained and awarded millions of dollars 
in economic development resources 
to support 51 public-private economic 
development projects across Chautau-
qua County. The partnership also pro-
vided $400,610 in direct grant funding 
to 26 projects in 2025.

Under Geise’s oversight, the CCIDA 
and CCPEG have also focused on ta-
lent attraction and retention through 
the Live CHQ marketing initiative, 
which promotes the benefits of living 
and working in the region.

Geise founded the Chautauqua County 

Land Bank Corp., where he serves as 
Chairman of the Board. He also serves 
on the boards of the Chautauqua County 
Visitors Bureau; the Chautauqua County 
Agriculture and Farmland Protection 
Board; the CCPEG Advisory Board; 
and Invest Buffalo Niagara, where he is 
a member of the Executive Committee.

“Mark Geise’s continued recognition 
on  Buffalo Business First’s ‘Power 
250’ list reflects the consistent, re-
sults-driven leadership he brings to 
economic development in Chautau-
qua County,” said Chautauqua County 
Executive Paul “PJ” Wendel, Jr. “Under 
his direction, we’ve seen significant in-
vestment, strategic growth, and mea-
ningful progress in strengthening our 
local economy. Mark’s ability to build 
partnerships and move impactful pro-
jects forward continues to position our 
county for long-term success. On be-
half of Chautauqua County, I congra-
tulate Mark on this well-earned and 
continued recognition.”

“While I appreciate being recognized 
by the team at Buffalo Business First for 
this prestigious honor, this recognition 
is only possible because of the hard-
working team we have at the CCIDA, 
CCPEG, the Chautauqua County De-
partment of Planning & Development, 
the County Executive’s office, the 
Legislature, and many others,” Geise 
said. “This recognition is not a perso-
nal achievement, but rather reflects 
the hard work and dedication our team 
continuously puts into making Chau-
tauqua County an attractive place to do 
business — and a great place to live and 
raise a family.”

Geise lives in Fredonia with his wife, 
Katie Geise, Executive Director of the 
Chautauqua County Workforce In-
vestment Board (Chautauqua Works). 
They have three adult children: Mark, 
Aidan and Keely.

Buffalo Business First said the Power 
250 list has been an annual feature 
since 2013 and highlights people ma-
king changes and improvements across 
Buffalo and Western New York. The 
list changes each year based on events, 
news, and promotions.

Geise Named to Regional 
Publication’s Power 250 List

CCIDA CEO recognized for economic development 
successes in Chautauqua County

Contributed by
County of Chautauqua 
Industrial Development 

Agency

Mark Geise, CCIDA CEO

The Elizabeth Warner Marvin 
House invites the community to a 
special luncheon event, Tea with 
HatTeas, on Thursday, April 23, fea-
turing guest speaker Harriet Sessler, 
owner of HatTeas Tea House & Café.

This unique event is part of the 
Marvin House’s Diamond Jubilee 
celebration, marking 75 years as a 
women’s organization dedicated 
to preserving local history and fos-
tering community engagement in 
Chautauqua County.

Guests will enjoy an elegant afternoon 
inside the historic Marvin House, of-
ten described as a “treasure trove” and 
“magnificent eye candy,” known for 
its beautiful displays of teacups and 
teapots. The home will be styled in a 
traditional tea party setting for the oc-
casion. for a touch of playful glamour, 
the first fifteen people who sign up will 
be invited to choose from the Marvin 
House’s charming collection of vintage 
ladies’ hats.  It’s a chance to step into 
another era, strike a pose, and let your 
inner grand dame twirl for an after-
noon. Early sign-ups won’t just reserve 
a seat at the table; they’ll claim the op-
portunity to wear a vintage hat.

The luncheon menu will feature classic 
English scones with currants served 
with Devonshire cream and raspberry 
jam, entree is a savory spinach and feta 
crepe paired with a fresh citrus salad 
of leafy greens, mandarin oranges, and 
glazed almonds with citrus vinaigrette. 
Dessert will include bread pudding 
with bourbon sauce, along with coffee 
and tea.

Following the luncheon, Sessler will 

present a program exploring the his-
tory of tea, its cultural significance, 
and the distinctions between after-
noon tea and high tea, including tra-
ditions rooted in British aristocracy.

“The Marvin House has served the 
region for 75 years, and this event is 
a wonderful way to celebrate that le-
gacy while bringing the community 
together,” organizers shared. “We in-
vite guests to experience the charm of 
the house and enjoy an afternoon of 
history, hospitality, and connection.”

Event Details:
Thursday, April 23
Luncheon Tickets:  
$21 for members, $25 for guests
RSVP by April 20
Email:  
marvinhouse@marvinhouse.com
Phone: 716-488-6206

The Marvin House encourages com-
munity members to attend this and 
other anniversary events throughout 
the year and to consider becoming 
members to help continue its mission.

Tea with HatTeas at 
the Marvin House
Contributed by

The Marvin House

Harriet Sessler,  
owner of HatTeas Tea House & Café

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo

HatTea’s
A Lovely Venue for Afternoon Tea,

Lunch, Dress-Up Parties
716-640-7122

125 E Fairmount Ave. 
Lakewood, NY 14750

hatteas.net

“Dust is a protective 
coating for fine furniture.”

~ Mario Buatta
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A
s the green buds and blooms of 
Spring burst forth in these next 
few weeks, the chores that were 
left behind during the winter 

months also burst onto our to-do lists. 
Spring cleaning is usually intertwined 
with the season, but it doesn’t have to 
be! This year, area families could spend 
their spring break deep-cleaning the 
garage. Or, Cynthia Messere could 
help plan the adventure your family has 
been dreaming about. 

Messere is the founder of Tales of Tra-
vel: Enchanted Encounters, known by 
the acronym ToTEE, a local travel plan-
ning service specializing in Disney and 
Universal Studios destinations. Her ori-
gin story is exactly the kind you would 
expect from someone who makes ma-
gic her business.

"My biggest inspiration is my mo-
ther," Messere says. "She has the 
biggest heart and has always loved 
Disney. She goes every year, and one 
year, she brought us along. That trip 
changed everything for me.”

Messere said she felt the magic of 
Disney herself, and wants to help 
other families experience the fee-
ling themselves. The fun she has had 
experiencing Disney with her own 
family is unmatched. She said the 
looks on her children’s faces make 
it all worth it, and she can’t wait to 
share the magic with her younger 

children as well. 

“The magic there is 
real, and experiencing 
it together as a family 
left such a lasting im-
pression,” she said. “I 
wanted to take that 
feeling and share it 
with the world. Hel-
ping others experience 
that same joy is what 
inspired me to create 
Tales of Travel: En-
chanted Encounters.”

The magic of it all car-
ries over into Mess-
ere’s planning process, 
which is designed to 
be simple for clients 
and thorough behind 
the scenes. After an 
initial inquiry, Messere 
sends a planning form 

and collects a $5 professional planning 
service fee before work begins. 

“It gives me everything I need to build a 
personalized itinerary,” she said. “From 
there, I review their details: location, 
budget, dates and any special interests 
or events happening during their stay.”

Messere then gets to work mapping 
out options, checking promotions and 
creating a value-centric plan that gets 
customers the best deals and the grea-
test experiences. 

“I also guide them through the parks 
so they don’t feel overwhelmed,” she 
added. “My goal is for every client to 
show up knowing everything is hand-
led — all they have to do is have fun.”

Every detail is attended to. Messere said 
she works to account for each family's 
pace, interests and travel style, whether 
they are chasing thrills at Universal, 
celebrating a milestone at Walt Disney 
World or exploring Disney destinati-
ons around the world. 

Messere said there is an advantage to 
working with a local specialized travel 
company like Tales of Travel: Enchan-
ted Encounters. 

“Instead of spending hours researching, 
guessing or hoping you didn’t miss 
something, you have someone who 

already knows the ins and outs,” she 
said. “No two trips I plan are ever the 
same. You get expert guidance, insider 
knowledge and support every step of 
the way.”

Messere said another highlight is sup-
porting a local business while still ma-
king Disney trip dreams come true. 

“I want people to know that I’m de-
dicated to my community,” she said. 
“I love helping others, and I truly 
believe ToTEE can bring the magic 
back into people’s lives. Whether it is 
your first trip or your tenth, I’m here 
to make it special.”

Messere said her clientele is as broad as 
the parks themselves: families, couples, 
first-timers, solo travelers and seasoned 
Disney devotees.

"Anyone and everyone," she said. "If 
you want to visit Disney or Universal, I 
want to be part of your journey.”

This spring, maybe skip the deep clean 
and start planning something worth 
remembering instead. Messere and 
her incredible Disney and Universal 
know-how are ready and waiting to 
bring a little magic to your life. To get in 
touch with Tales of Travel: Enchanted 
Encounters, email MessereToTEE@
gmail.com, or call (716) 518-4955. 
Follow ToTEE on Facebook for up-
dates and travel tips. 

CHQgazette.com 5March 17, 2025Happy St. Patrick's Day

 

Business of the Week
Celebrating Local Businesses & Giving them the Spotlight!

Coming out of COVID and the 
loss of her son, Alex Foulk, Kim 
Carlson knew she needed more 

beauty in her life. From those depths 
came the dream that became reality: 
Pea Pod and Juniper, a flower shop, gift 
shop and community hub of artistry 
and color. 

“I knew that I was craving colorful, I was 
craving retail therapy — I was craving 
creativity,” Carlson said. “I needed to 
work on beautiful things, and I knew it 
was time to make a change and that’s 
when I opened the store.”

Pea Pod and Juniper is a full-
service flower shop with custom 
arrangements, offering fresh flowers 
by personal order, subscription or 
special events. Delivery is also available 
locally, and flowers can be ordered 
both in person or online. Carlson said 
she is also happy to help customers 
outside of business hours over the 
phone.  The flower shop is proud to 
serve Lakewood, Jamestown and the 
surrounding areas. 

“It’s more personal,” she said. “It’s 
a personalized experience and 
customers get the full value of 
what they’re spending. With some 
bigger flower networks, they’re just 
arrangement brokers. When you’re at 
Pea Pod and Juniper, you’re getting a 
personalized experience and there’s a 
person that answers the phone, there’s 
a person that will call you back.”

Carlson said she enjoys providing 
beauty to the community through 
floral arrangements because “flowers 
always work.”

“I’ve never had anybody show up at the 
door and say ‘Oh, I don’t like flowers - 
take them away,’” she said. “People say, 
‘Oh, flowers don’t last.’ My response is: 
neither does that kiss and neither does 
that hug or that dinner. But are you 
willing to go without all those things? 

My flowers last a lot longer than that 
kiss, that hug or that dinner - and 
people love receiving flowers!”

While flowers are her business, 
Carlson said the community is her 
pleasure. Pea Pod and Juniper focuses 
on providing personalized service 
and is invested in giving back to the 
community. However, giving back is 
only possible due to the customers 
who support the business. 

“We do as much to support the local 
community as possible,” she said. “We 
donate quite a bit to the community 
and it’s the people that order locally 
and support our business that allow us 
to give back to the community.”

She said supporting women-owned 
businesses like hers is easy in the 
community of Lakewood as there are 
a plethora to choose from. 

“If you want to support local business 
and support women-owned business, 
take a stroll up and down Chautauqua 
Avenue in Lakewood,” Carlson said. 
“We’re blessed here to have that. We 
are very fortunate to have the little 
village of Lakewood and all that it’s 
become.”

While Pea Pod and Juniper is foremost 
a flower shop, Carlson said the gift shop 
also offers a selection of beautifully 
curated items that bring beauty and 

color into the lives of customers. 
Carlson said she originally intended to 
solely work with flowers, but the gift 
shop is an added “bonus.” 

“I could stand there and just make 
flower arrangements all day long,” she 
said. “I just buy things that I think are 
beautiful that I found a use for.” 

From beeswax and honey lip balms 
to heart-shaped trinket bowls and 
colorful candles, Pea Pod and Juniper 
has something to offer for everyone. 

“I’m careful about what I buy for the 
shop,” Carlson said. “I want to feel that 
sweater, I want to pick up that piece of 
jewelry. I wanted that old-fashioned 
shopping experience - and I wanted it 
right there because I was the one that 
was from morning until night every 
day.”

Carlson said she cultivated the store’s 
environment to focus around beauty 
and “good-feelings” on purpose. She 
said Pea Pod and Juniper has been 
established for almost five years now, 
and the good vibes keep coming. 

“It’s a good place,” she said. “There’s 
just a good feeling in that building 
and you feel it in the flower shop. I 
just can’t wait to be there. I can’t wait 
to get up in the morning and get there. 
Sometimes my body says ‘You’re 
working a lot,’ but my head and heart 

say ‘I want more of this.’”

Over the past year, Carlson had the 
opportunity to expand those good 
feelings to Pea Pod and Juniper Too, 
a nostalgic toy shop located just down 
the street on Chautauqua Avenue. 

“With the flower shop growing, 
and the gift shop growing, I was in a 
position that I was able to acquire the 
toy store down the street formerly 
known as Six Baers,” she said.  “It’s now 
known as Pea Pod and Juniper Too. 
That’s been fun.”

Over the past Christmas season, 
Carlson said she also had the 
opportunity to set up a Christmas 
store next door to the flower shop in 
the same building. She said it was so 
beautiful she decided to extend its 
availability. 

“It’s just so pretty,” she said. “It’s such 
a neat space that I thought let’s leave it 
open all year long.”

Pea Pod and Juniper is located at 141 
Chautauqua Avenue in Lakewood 
near the iconic clock tower. The 
shop is open from 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. Pea Pod 
and Juniper Too is located at 50 
Chautauqua Avenue in Lakewood 
and is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. However, Carlson said the 
hours will expand during the warmer 
seasons. Pea Pod and Juniper proudly 
services Lakewood, Jamestown and 
the surrounding areas. For more 
information on either location, visit 
www.ppjflowerslakewood.com, find 
them on Facebook under Pea Pod 
and Juniper or call 716-526-1081. For 
after-hours service, call 716-499-5070.

Pea Pod & Juniper: Cultivating Beauty in Lakewood and Beyond

Contributing Editor
Katrina Fuller

Submitted PhotosSubmitted Photos

Owner Kim Carlson and the business namesakes: 
Granddaughters Penelope and Juniper. 

Kim's daughter, Aleida Foulk, 
mother to Penelope & Juniper.

TALES OF TRAVEL ENCHANTED ENCOUNTERS:  
SKIP THE SCRUB BRUSH, GO ON AN ADVENTURE

Editor-in-Chief
Katrina Fuller

Cynthia Messere
Owner of Tales of Travel  
Enchanted Encounters

Cynthia Messere 
MessereToTEE@gmail.com 

(716) 638‑9303

Tales of Travel

Enchanted 

Encounters

TRAVEL AGENCY

Photography by Amanda AbersPhotography by Amanda Abers

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo
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Local Family Owned & Operated
Open Mon-Fri 9-5

Hearing Exam and Hearing Evaluation
ALL Hearing Manufacturers Service and Sales!

No special events or limited time offers.
 Never sit with a salesperson! Successful hearing  

aid fittings with no sales gimmicks.

Is it hearing loss Is it hearing loss or clarity loss?or clarity loss?
SPEECH IN NOISE TESTING

LOUD DOESN’T MEAN CLEAR!  
Hearing aids are designed to improve your ability 

 to hear as clear and accurate as possible. Jamie L. Parasiliti, BC-HIS
Owner 

Board Certified Hearing Instrument Specialist 
16 years experience

Rebecca McCoy, PCC
Patient Care Coordinator

102 E. Main St. l Falconer, NY 14733 l www.thehearingplace.net

Serve Others. Hear Better.
716-708-4343

• Speech in Noise Outcomes
• Real Ear Measurement
• Hearing Aid Programming 

Verification

The gold 
Standard!

May the Peace of Christ find 
your home & Heart this Season.
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Offering Tax Preparation and bookkeeping services.
501 W 3RD ST STE 9B 

(Sprinchhorn building through the left side entrance)

BE C K E R I N K 
Bookkeeping & Tax Prep

Call/text 716-640-0590 for more info

Stacey A. CurryStacey A. Curry
716-262-2198 or 716-397-5488716-262-2198 or 716-397-5488

staceycurry1108@yahoo.comstaceycurry1108@yahoo.com
Tax Preparation and BookkeepingTax Preparation and Bookkeeping

B & C  Tax and Bookkeeping LLC
61 East Main Street • Westf ield, NY 14787

John Morgante
CPA

john@bandctax.com
(716) 326-3386

INCOME TAX SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS 
AND SMALL BUSINESSES

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

GERACI & CO INC Established 1995

TAXES AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
BUSINESS START-UPS
18 E 3RD ST l JAMESTOWN, NY 14701
716-499-5646 l 716-487-2800 Ofc l 716-486-2801 Fax
taxprogeraci.com

Income Tax Preparation and 
Bookkeeping Services 

Kimberly Sherbine
IRS Registered Tax Preparer

716-294-9713
342 Crossman Street

Jamestown, NY 14701

As individuals attempt to more 
effectively organize their homes, 
they may come across a familiar 
pile of documents that they might 
hesitate to discard. Conventional 
wisdom has suggested taxpayers 
hold on to their tax returns for at 
least seven years. However, the 
Internal Revenue Service indicates 
that the seven-year timeline is not 
necessarily applicable to everyone. 
The IRS recommends taxpayers 
speak with their insurance company 
or creditors to see if they require 
account holders to hold on their tax 
records longer than the IRS. If they 
don't, individuals can follow these 
guidelines, courtesy of the IRS.

1. Keep records for 3 years if 
situations (4), (5), and (6) below 
do not apply to you.

2. Keep records for 3 years from the 
date you filed your original return 
or 2 years from the date you paid 
the tax, whichever is later, if you 
file a claim for credit or refund 
after you file your return.

3. Keep records for 7 years if you 
file a claim for a loss from worthless 
securities or bad debt deduction.

4. Keep records for 6 years if you do not 
report income that you should report, 
and it is more than 25 percent of the 
gross income shown on your return.

5. Keep records indefinitely if you do not 
file a return.

6. Keep records indefinitely if you file a 
fraudulent return.

7. Keep employment tax records for at 
least 4 years after the date that the tax 
becomes due or is paid, whichever is later.

These can serve as guidelines taxpayers 
can follow if they are attempting to 
declutter at home but don't want to 
discard tax returns they might someday 
need. Taxpayers also can consult with 
their accountants or tax preparers 
for advice on how long to keep their 
returns. In addition, those who want 
to keep their returns can scan relevant 
return documents and then store them 
digitally on an external hard drive. This 
frees up space in a home and can calm 
any fears about discarding returns 
taxpayers may have.

There are three ways to request an 
automatic extension of time to file an 
income tax return.

1. You can pay all or part of your 
estimated income tax due and 
indicate that the payment is for an 
extension using your bank account; 
a digital wallet such as Click to Pay, 
PayPal, and Venmo; cash; or a credit 
or debit card.

2. You can file Form 4868 electronically 
by accessing IRS e-file using your 
tax software or by using a tax 
professional who uses e-file.

3. You can file a paper Form 4868 and 
enclose payment of your estimate of 
tax due (optional).

Tax day arrives on April 15. Taxpayers 
who have lingering questions about 
their returns are urged to contact the 
IRS via irs.gov or work with a certified 
tax professional.

HOW LONG TO HANG ON TO 
YOUR TAX RETURNS

HOW CAN I FILE FOR AN 
EXTENSION?

Contributed by
Metro Creative

Contributed by
Metro Creative
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 19

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

Johnny Cash Theatrical Tribute 
Concert April 18 at  

Reg Lenna Center for The Arts

Contributed by
Reg Lenna Center  

for the Arts

Step Inside the Day Johnny Cash 
Changed Music History: Folsom Pri-
son Experience brings the 1968 recor-
ding to life Sat., April 18 at 7 p.m. at 
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts.

Johnny Cash’s groundbreaking 1968 
live album "At Folsom Prison" stands 
as a turning point in American music. 
It topped the country charts, broke 
into the Top 15 on the pop charts, sold 
more than 3 million copies, and re-
vived Cash’s career at a moment when 
everything hung in the balance. But 
behind that success was a day filled 
with tension, risks, and unforgettable 
moments inside one of the toughest 
prisons in the country. Folsom Prison 
Experience brings that day back to life.

This immersive tribute blends live 
concert energy with theatrical story-
telling, putting audiences inside the 
music, pressure, and atmosphere of 
January 13, 1968. With guards pacing 
the aisles, the Warden overseeing eve-
ry moment, and a full cast recreating 
the original lineup, the show offers a 
rare inside look at the performance 
that reshaped Cash’s legacy. Led by Jay 
Ernest of the award-winning Church 
of Cash as Johnny Cash, the produc-

tion features Kat Perkins as June Car-
ter, Dan Hopman as the Warden, Brad 
Erickson as Hugh Cherry, Ryan Nel-
son and Zach “Poppa Bear” Norton 
as the Guards, and Bronson Berge-
son portraying multiple key roles, all 
backed by the talented musicians of 
Church of Cash.

Co-written by Ernest and collaborator 
Tom Pickard and directed by Stepha-
nie Long, the show is built on deep re-
search and a commitment to authenti-
city. Songs from "At San Quentin" also 
appear in the production, expanding 
the storytelling and musical depth.

Since its debut, Folsom Prison Expe-
rience has performed more than 50 
shows nationwide, earning rave reviews 
from audiences and critics alike.

Tickets ranging from $35.50 to $73.50 
are on sale now. The Reg Lenna Center 
for The Arts box office is open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 12-5 p.m. and 
one hour before movies and events. 
Tickets may also be purchased by calling 
716.484.7070 or at reglenna.com. Reg 
Lenna Center for The Arts is located at 
116 E. 3rd St. in Jamestown, NY. 

The Reg Lenna Center for The Arts' 
programs are made possible by the New 
York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of the Office of the Governor 
and the New York State Legislature.

Now Open
4003 Rte 380 | Jamestown
crookedstick.bar

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo
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WOKE AND AWAKENING: 
BEING AWARE OF INJUSTICE

Alex Holt’s topic is “Woke and Awake-
ning: Being Aware of Injustice” when he 
speaks virtually at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Congregation of Jamestown’s 10:30 
a.m. hybrid service this Sunday, April 19. 
The retired UU minister says, “The term 
‘woke’ has been used as an insult, though 
its meaning is very simple. It also is direc-
tly related to the promise of awakening 
to our true ‘self.’ Can ‘woke’ be reclaimed 
in this urgent time?” All are welcome to 
the service at 1255 Prendergast Avenue. 
To participate virtually, use the link at 
UUJamestown.org/calendar.

The April meeting of the Chautauqua 
Vegetarian Society will be at 1:00 PM, 
Sunday, April 19, in Jamestown at the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church on 
McDaniel Street.  Our guest speaker 
will be Vegan cookbook author Terri 
Groh.  

Terri Groh began a plant-based whole 
food journey back in 2023 after a 
health scare and lost 73 lbs. within a 
year by eating a vegan, sugar and oil-
free diet. She has written a cookbook, 
Simple & Nutritious: 52 Plant-
based, Whole Food Recipes. Terri is 
passionate about cooking and baking 
and has turned her love into making 
delicious plant-based meals. She has 
a website, The Frugal Connection, 
as well as a You-Tube channel of the 
same name where she shows how a 
plant-based, whole food diet can be 
delicious and affordable.

Terri is consecrated and ordained with 
the Christian & Missionary Alliance, 
serving alongside her husband at 
Jamestown C&MA Church. She is also 
a published author of seven books, 

as well as a public speaker speaking 
at different churches, retreats, and 
conferences.

Terri’s desire is to encourage people to 
prioritize their health so that they can 
live full and rewarding lives.

This will be a Vegan potluck.  Please 
bring a Vegan (no meat, dairy or egg 
ingredients)  dish to share.  The cost is 
$2 if you bring a dish or $6 without a 
dish.  Please call Gail at 716-753-7761 
to let us know that you are attending.  
RSVPs by the end of the day on 
Thursday, April 16 are appreciated.

Chautauqua Vegetarian 
Society April Meeting

Vegan cookbook author Terri Groh

Contributed by
Chautauqua 

Vegetarian Society

MOOG is partnering with Dream It 
Do It Western New York to support 
efforts to build a talent pipeline into 
manufacturing careers.  Representa-
tives of MOOG officially endorsed the 
Dream It Do It Advanced Manufactu-
ring Program (DIDIAMP) Certifica-
tion. The certification is a regionally 
recognized manufacturers credential 
that has been designed 
by the Manufacturers As-
sociation of the Southern 
Tier in collaboration 
with students, teachers, 
counselors, principals 
and funders.

The certification requires 
students to engage ma-
nufacturing technology 
camps and manufactu-
ring technology tours, 
acquire work experience in a manu-
facturing facility, demonstrate a strong 
work ethic, participate in manufac-
turing career cluster courses while in 
school and graduate from high school. 
Students as young as 13 years old can 
enroll in the DIDIAMP and start their 
journey toward the certification.

The DIDAMP is designed to connect, 
engage, enrich, challenge and reward 
students on their way to manufactu-
ring career pathways. Students enrol-
led in the program earn and accumu-
late electronic badges that can lead to 
one of four belt level certifications at 
graduation.

“MOOG has partnered with Dream 
It Do It to connect with students by 
hosting facility tours and taking part 
in camps and community events,” said 
Jared Threat, Community Outreach 
Partner at MOOG. “The Dream It 
Do It Advanced Manufacturing Pro-
gram Certification plays an important 

role by giving students a platform to 
highlight their skills and career inte-
rests, while also allowing our organi-
zation to identify, engage, and recruit 
emerging talent. We view this program 
as a key component of our long-term 
approach to developing a strong talent 
pipeline for careers at MOOG.”

“We look forward to building on our 
partnership with MOOG to foster 
stronger relationships with schools 
and create more meaningful connec-
tions between students and manu-

facturing careers,” said 
Todd Tranum, President 
of Dream It Do It Western 
New York and Executive 
Director of the Manufac-
turers Association of the 
Southern Tier.
Dream It Do It Western 
New York (DIDIWNY) 
is energizing and building 
the early talent pipeline. 

DIDIWNY is an initiative powered by 
the Buffalo Niagara Manufacturers Al-
liance and the Manufacturers Associa-
tion of the Southern Tier. To learn more 
about DIDIWNY go to www.didiwny.
com.

About the BNMA & MAST
The Buffalo Niagara Manufacturing 
Alliance (BNMA) and the Manufac-
turers Association of the Southern Tier 
(MAST) are united in a strategic part-
nership to strengthen the regional manu-
facturing economy and advance shared 
priorities for growth, innovation, and 
competitiveness. Together, we leverage 
our combined networks, resources, and 
expertise to support manufacturers of all 
sizes with the talent, tools, and insights 
needed to succeed in a rapidly evolving 
global economy. Guided by a shared vi-
sion of a thriving, future-ready manu-
facturing ecosystem, our organizations 
are committed to driving economic pros-
perity and creating lasting opportunities 
across Western and Southern New York.

Energizing the Talent Pipeline
MOOG Endorses the Dream It Do It 

Advanced Manufacturing Program Certification

Contributed by
Dream It Do It  

Western New York

3C’s
CATERING

FREWSBURG LIONS CLUB BBQ CHICKEN DINNER BENEFIT
ANNUAL FREWSBURG LIONS CLUB DRIVE THROUGH CHICKEN BBQ BENEFIT

Saturday April 18 2026
Pick up between 4:30-6:30 pm

Zion Lutheran Church Parking Lot  • 45 Falconer Street, Frewsburg NY

Dinners prepared by 3Cs Catering • Donation of $20.00 each 
 includes ½ chicken, baked beans, macaroni salad and cookie or brownie 

Presale tickets are preferred • Call 716-499-4866 by April 12
Minimal number of tickets available day of dinner.

The Benefit this year will be donated to  
Ben and Mikayla Gauger family who lost everything in a recent house fire.

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, 

RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE
• Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
• Boilers & Radient Floor Heating
• Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
• Water & Sewer Excavation
• Drain Cleaning
• Backflow Device - Certified Testing
• Video Inspection

6624 RT 60 Between6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & CassadagaSinclairville & Cassadaga

962-9315962-9315
595-3408595-3408

COMPLETE CAR CARE COMPLETE CAR CARE 
CENTERCENTER

Brakes • Batteries 
Alignment

Mufflers Shocks 
MacPherson Struts

Oil Changes
NYS Inspections 

Windshield Wipers

AUTO, TRUCK & AUTO, TRUCK & 
FARM, LAWNMOWER, FARM, LAWNMOWER, 

WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRESWHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!

Financing 
Available!

Western Plow Retailer

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo
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Step 4: Clean Something 
You Usually Ignore

Baseboards, light switches, the top of 
the fridge, that one mysterious sticky 
spot on the floor you’ve been stepping 
over for months Bonus points if you 
say, “Wow, this place looks amazing,” 
after cleaning exactly one thing.

Step 5: The “Junk Drawer 
of Truth”

Dump it alllll out. Marvel at the 37 
pens that don’t work, the one key to 
a lock you no longer own, a charger 
for a device that existed at the turn 
of the century. Keep the things you 
recognize and release everything else.

Step 6: The “Why Do I 
Own This?” Audit

Walk through your home and pick up 
random objects. If your reaction is, 
“Huh…when did I get this?” consider 
donating. If your reaction is, “This 
sparks joy” congratulations, keep it! 
If your reaction is, “This might be 
important someday”  it probably will 
not be.

Step 7: Bathroom 
Cabinet Reality Check
Throw out expired products. 

Be honest about products you 
tried once and hated and the fancy 
things you’re “saving” for no reason. 

Reminder: You are allowed to use the 
nice stuff now. You’re alive! It’s spring!

Step 8: The Five-Minute 
Productivity Sweep

Set a timer for 5 minutes and clean like 
someone important is about to visit. 
Stop dramatically when the timer ends 
and say, “That’s enough for today.”
Step 9: Add Something Fresh
A plant (real or aspirational), flowers, 
or a candle that smells like you have 
your life together. This step is less 
about cleaning and more about 
emotional well-being.

Step 10: Sit Down and 
Admire Your Work

Look around your slightly cleaner 
space. Ignore the one corner you 
avoided. Tell yourself you did your 
best and prepare your cleaning strategy 
for the next day. For now, enjoy the 
fruits of your labor: brew yourself a 
fresh cup of coffee, kick up your feet 
and relax on your freshly spruced up 
patio furniture, and breathe (that fresh 
spring air). 

Remember, the spring cleaning ritual, 
like the New Years resolution, doesn’t 
demand perfection. Instead, embrace 
the progress you’ve made, celebrate 
the fresh starts, and throw away that 
instruction manual you’ve been 
holding onto “just in case.”

53 E. Main St l Suite B l Westfield, NY l 323-819-7135

Follow Us: Hours:
Tues.-Fri. 

11am-5pm
Sat.

10am-4pm
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Events / Weddings / Catering

Byron Woods Jr.
Veteran Owned/Chef

716-224-0087
Mayville, NY

TheBestOfBuffaloByByron@gmail.com
Facebook  @TheBestOfBuffaloByByron

Why limit Happy 
to an Hour?

Open 7 days a week

4739 Route 430 l Bemus Point, NY l (716) 386-3229

PUT SOME SPRING IN 
YOUR CLEANING STEP

Courtesy of
Metro Creative

Spring is the season of nature’s re-
birth. Trees and flowers begin to 
bloom anew each spring, and young 
animals can be seen frolicking with 
their parents. During a time when 
it seems like the entire planet gets 
a refresh, many homeowners turn 
their thoughts to refreshing their 
homes as well. 

As the days lengthen and the 
weather warms, spring cleaning 
takes center stage. Spring cleaning 
is more extensive than simply was-
hing away grime, as cleaning a home 
often offers a psychological reset for 
the coming months. A clear strate-
gy can make the task of spring clea-
ning feel less daunting, and 
these tips can help cut 
down on clutter and 
other interior an-
noyances that have 
arisen after months 
spent indoors.

Declutter before 
cleaning
The rule of thumb 
when starting on spring 
cleaning is to combat clutter before 
cleaning. Trying to clean around 
clutter is inefficient and may result 
in throwing in the towel prematu-
rely. It is important to remove as 
much as possible from each room 
before you begin cleaning. As 
homeowners move through each 
room, they can assess whether 
they’ve used items in the last year or 
whether they serve any functional 
or aesthetic purposes. If not, they 
can be trashed or donated.

Move top to bottom
It’s important to follow the rules of 
science when spring cleaning. That 
means that dust and debris will be 
affected by gravity. Engaging in a 
top-down approach will help make 
cleaning more efficient. Beginning 

at the ceiling and working down 
towards the floors will help people 
avoid having to clean the same sur-
face twice. 

Using a duster or a microfiber cloth, 
individuals can clear cobwebs from 
corners and dust from crown mol-
ding. Fingerprints will accumulate 
near light switches and door han-
dles, so those areas should be wiped 
down, too.

Homeowners can conduct a tho-
rough cleaning of heating and coo-
ling output and intake vents as they 
likely have gathered dust over the 
winter. A down of floor moldings 
can get to any area near the floor or 
under furniture that doesn’t get fre-
quent cleaning.

Do a kitchen reset
Focusing attention on the 

kitchen, which tends to 
be the busiest room in 
the house, is a wise 
idea for spring clea-
ning plans. This is the 
time for individuals 

to pull everything out 
of the refrigerator and 

pantry and check for expi-
ration dates. Wiping down the 

shelves means cleaning away any 
accumulated food drips or spills. 
Additional areas to consider include 
behind the refrigerator, inside the 
dishwasher filter and inside the mi-
crowave. 

Focus on air quality
It’s key to replace the HVAC system 
filters come springtime, as well as 
any air purifiers in the home. This 
will help reduce allergens and en-
sure that the cooling system will run 
efficiently when it’s time to turn it 
on.

Spring cleaning takes place each 
year. Prioritizing decluttering and 
following a systematic path through 
the home helps people eliminate 
stress and mess at the same time.

Spring Cleaning Checklist:  
A Mildly Chaotic Guide to Becoming a Better Person  
(or at Least Finding Your Floor Again)

Continued from Page 2

“A clean house is a 
happy house.”

~ Louisa May Alcott
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PRESSURE 
WASHING
LONGEST-SERVING:  

19 years in business
LOWEST RATES:

$250/Std. ranch & $450/Std. 2-story

CALL BRIAN MALTA
716-664-0025

First-ever supplier of own water.
All Natural Products. Safe for people, plants & pets.
Houses, Garages, Decks, Concrete, Machinery, Docks 

& More. You name it, I’ll clean it.

PRESSURE WASHING
Mark & Christina Phanco
Owners

Roofing - Siding - Decks 
Windows - Doors - Interior Remodel 

Kitchen and Bath.

716-499-4164 • 716-450-6145
mccontracting91@icloud.com

CONTRACTING

Contractors’ Corner

Join Our
CONTRACTOR CORNER

Join Our
Friends Around TownFriends Around Town

ONLY

Per Week
Call 716-484-7930

 for more info

$25

Chautauqua County’s Best for your Home & Garden Needs this Season!

TIM’S PAINTINGTIM’S PAINTING
Interior, exterior, free estimatesInterior, exterior, free estimates

716-485-3984716-485-3984

TIM’S PAINTINGTIM’S PAINTING
Interior, exterior, free estimatesInterior, exterior, free estimates

716-485-3984716-485-3984

I have been in business for 18 years 
and would love to help you get all your 

painting projects Done Right!

PAINTING ROOFING

520 W 8th St, Jamestown, NY
www.exteriorrescuewny.com

DOCKS • WELDINGHOME REPAIR

5239 West Lake Rd, Mayville, NY
Office:716-753-3163

Docks and Boat lifts
In-shop & Mobile
welding services

DRYWALL
DONAHUE DRYWALL

Interior Demolition
Insulation • Drywall

Priming
CALL 1-814-706-7226

Michael Donahue, Drywall Contractor

Facebook: Donahue Drywall
donahuedrywall42@gmail.com

Scan to set up an appointment
www.donahuedrywallandcompanies.com

Proudly Serving Warren & Chautauqua Counties

“Over 35 Years of Experience” 

Whistling Swan
HOME REPAIR

DOUG SWAN 
(716) 581-3760

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, 

RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE
• Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
• Boilers & Radient Floor Heating
• Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
• Water & Sewer Excavation
• Drain Cleaning
• Backflow Device - Certified Testing
• Video Inspection

6624 RT 60 Between6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & CassadagaSinclairville & Cassadaga

962-9315962-9315
595-3408595-3408

COMPLETE CAR CARE COMPLETE CAR CARE 
CENTERCENTER

Brakes • Batteries 
Alignment

Mufflers Shocks 
MacPherson Struts

Oil Changes
NYS Inspections 

Windshield Wipers

AUTO, TRUCK & AUTO, TRUCK & 
FARM, LAWNMOWER, FARM, LAWNMOWER, 

WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRESWHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!

Financing 
Available!

Western Plow Retailer

Sign up to receive your weekly Gazette in the Mail! 

$4/week 

To subscribe, contact 
QR code to web form to sign up (Shannon creating w Marc) 
Shannon’s name, email (tbd) and new phone (tbd)

LOVE CHAUTAUQUA? GET THE GAZETTE DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR!

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ... .ANYWHERE!!!

Attention all seasonal residents, snowbirds,  
college students, homebound individuals, and all those 
out-of -towners who will always have a place in their 
heart for Chautauqua County...

Sign up to 
receive your 

weekly Gazette 
in the Mail!

$16.95 
per month 

Subscribe now at:
www.chqgazette.com/Subscriptions

Never miss the latest news, 
events, and community 
stories from home.

2 East Main • St., Panama • 716-782-2110

Complete Car Care
NYS Inspections

Panama
Panama

AUTO AUTO 
CENTERCENTER

Monday-Friday l 8:00am-5:00pm
Saturday l 8:00am- 12:00m
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SECURITY & ALARMS

Total Car CareTotal Car Care

6624 Route 606624 Route 60
CassadagaCassadaga
962-9315 962-9315 ll 595-3408 595-3408
gaymarktireandwheel.com
gaymarktireandwheel.com

Repair Repair 
Maintenance Maintenance Inspections Inspections Auto, Truck & Auto, Truck & Farm TiresFarm Tires

CAR CARE

Join Our
Friends Around TownFriends Around Town

ONLY

Per Week
Call 716-484-7930

 for more info

$25
Call 716-720-1845 

for more info

INSURANCE

FRIENDS AROUND TOWN

CAR CARE TRAVEL

QQUUAALLIITTYY  TTIIRREESS  &&  WWHHEEEELLSS  AATT  

  

112200  CCEENNTTRRAALL  AAVVEE..,,  SSIILLVVEERR  CCRREEEEKK  

                              771166--995511--TTIIRREE  ((88447733))  
                    OOPPEENN  MMOONN  ––  WWEEDD  ––  FFRRII    99  aamm  ––  55  ppmm  

TTUUEE  &&  TTHHUU  99  aamm  ––  66  ppmm  

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  BBYY  AAPPPPOOIINNTTMMEENNTT  
FFIINNAANNCCIINNGG  OOPPTTIIOONNSS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE!!  
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SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  BBYY  AAPPPPOOIINNTTMMEENNTT  
FFIINNAANNCCIINNGG  OOPPTTIIOONNSS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE!!  
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120 CENTRAL AVE. 
SILVER CREEK

716-951-TIRE (8473)
OPEN MON - WED - FRI 9 am - 5 pm 

TUE & THU 9 am - 6 pm • SAT BY APPT.
Financing options Available

CATERING

3C’s Catering
The Falcon’s Nest Banquet Hall

267-4403  I  www.3cscatering.com

Order Your Holiday 
Baked Good Now!

Let us help make your next event 
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS!

3C’s Catering

Order Your Holiday 
Baked Good Now!

Let us help make your next event 
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS!

3Cs Food Truck
Check out our facebook for this 

week’s location & Specials

Check out our facebook 
page or website for weekly 

food truck locations!
@3CsCateringNY

Now booking events for summertime 
& group outings at Diethrick Park. 

MOVING RENTALS

731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

716-487-8925
207 N Main St

Jamestown, NY

Open Daily 7am -1pm

RESTAURANT

• 5’X5’ TO 10’X30’ UNITS AVAILABLE
• OUTSIDE STORAGE AVAILABLE
• CARS, BOATS, RV’S, CAMPERS
• CLIMATE CONTROLLED UNITS
• SECURITY ENTRY SYSTEM
• 24 HR ACCESS & SURVEILLANCE

716-664-7396 
ryan@selfstoragejamestownny.com
378 Livingston Ave Jamestown, NY

Office Manager ON SITE  
Mon-Fri: 9-5 • Sat: 9-Noon

STORAGE LIVE CHQFURNITURE

  

(716) 664-3333
lafayettecornersjamestown.com

215 W 4th St | Jamestown, NY

AUTO DETAILING

731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

RESTAURANT & BAR

1286 E 2nd St l Jamestown, NY
(716) 665-2317

APPLIANCESBAKERY

7 AM-4:30 PM Monday-Saturday
832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY

HOME CONSTRUCTION

36 Chautauqua Ave • Lakewood, NY
WWW. STONEHILLHOMES.NET

• New Construction
• Major Renovations
• Additions 
• Project Design
• Kitchen/Bath Renovations

(716) 499-HOME (4663)

Branden Maggio

Cynthia Messere 
MessereToTEE@gmail.com 

(716) 638‑9303

Tales of Travel

Enchanted 

Encounters

TRAVEL AGENCY

GLASS SERVICES

D&S GLASS SERVICE
333 FLUVANNA AVE l JAMESTOWN

(Across from Arby’s)

716-664-9321

AUTO GLASS  l  MIRRORS
CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

SEAWAY 
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS



22 L. Cornell and Company, LLCChautauqua Gazette Spring Cleaning Edition

LIKE/FOLLOW US
@chautauquagazette

@chautauquagazette

www.CHQgazette.com

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ

WNY Forward Fund Announces New Grant 
Opportunity for Improving Civic Health 

and Building Common Ground
Collaborative funders group seeks Expressions of 

Interest for two-year grants from organizations 
working on rapid response in protecting democracy 

and civic infrastructure building

The Western New York Forward Fund, a 
collaborative effort of local funders, has 
announced its second grant opportuni-
ty with a call for “Expressions of Interest 
(EOI)” from nonprofit organizations 
who are working to protect human rights 
and democracy, and to expand civic en-
gagement and activation. This focus on 
civic health is defined as strong connec-
tions between residents, robust rela-
tionships between people and public ins-
titutions, and positive attachments that 
people have to the places they live.
 
Established and emerging nonprofit 
organizations focused on rapid res-
ponse and building civic infrastructure 
throughout the eight counties of Western 
New York (Niagara, Erie, Chautauqua, 
Cattaraugus, Allegany, Wyoming, Ge-
nesee, and Orleans) are invited to apply.
 
A total of $1 million is available to fund 
organizations over a two-year period 
with anticipated grants to be between 
$50,000 and $100,000 per organization, 
per year. Funding can be used for gene-
ral operating purposes, and simplified 
reporting will be required. The EOI is 
a short online ques-
tionnaire, and then 
meetings with finalists 
will be held for discus-
sions to learn more 
before final awards are 
determined. Parameters for the funding 
were developed based on input from 
organizations operating in the field. The 
deadline for applying is April 20 at 4 p.m. 
and notification of grant awards will be 
in late May. An informational webinar is 
planned for April 13 from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
for organizations interested in learning 
more. More information and the applica-
tion can be found at www.WNYForwar-
dFund.org.
 
Current grants are available for activities 
to protect human rights and increase 
community voice by expanding access to 
democracy and decision makers in two 
priority areas:
 
•	 Rapid Response to Protecting 

Democracy and Civil Rights: 
Flexible funds to support commu-
nity protection, engagement, and 
activation activities and stop-gap 
funding for on-the-ground engage-
ment, organizing, and activation.

•	 Civic Infrastructure Building: 
Coordination and infrastructure 
building to plan for and implement 
strategies and activities to mobilize 
residents for meaningful, sustained 
civic participation, and research and 
campaign planning for local policy 
and practice changes.

Funders identified civic health and buil-
ding common ground as priority areas 
as more communities across the country 
are working to protect constitutional 
rights and recognizing that democratic 
participation requires outreach and trai-
ning to ensure safety and effectiveness. 
The grant funding is intended to support 
groups that are coordinating, engaging, 
training, and mobilizing citizens in ad-
vocacy and rapid response in protecting 
democracy, and organizations working 
to increase civic participation to build an 
engaged and informed citizenry and a fu-
ture grounded in freedom and justice for 
all.
 
 The WNY Forward Fund was created in 
2025 and includes 14 local funders who 
have contributed approximately $2.6 
million to the Fund to spark innovation, 
strengthen capacity, and support nonpro-
fits as they adapt to shifting conditions 
and reimagine how to best use commu-
nity resources. The multi-year commit-
ment is designed to help ensure that the 
WNY community and the nonprofit sec-
tor remain strong, resilient, and equipped 
to adapt in the face of recent changes that 
have created financial strain, rapid change 
and deep uncertainty while community 
need is increasing. Improving civic health 
and building common ground is one of 
three priority areas designated by the col-

laboration. Other prio-
rities include exploring 
opportunities for the 
formation of strategic 
alliances & nonprofit 
resiliency, and sector 

support for communications and story-
telling.  An initial grant opportunity for 
exploring strategic alliances awarded 
$378,690 in grants to 18 organizations in 
February.
 
WNY Forward Fund has already pro-
vided funding to support the Erie 
County Bar Association Volunteer Lawy-
ers Project (ECBAVLP) to support parti-
cipation in the Upstate Immigration Pro 
Bono Collaborative and supported ef-
forts to strengthen local news in Western 
New York.

WNY Forward Fund collaborators in-
clude The Buffalo Bills Foundation, The 
Celia Lipton & Victor W. Farris Founda-
tion, Community Foundation for Grea-
ter Buffalo, the Health Foundation for 
Western & Central New York, Highmark 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Blue Fund, James 
H. Cummings Foundation, The John R. 
Oishei Foundation, KeyBank, Margaret 
L. Wendt Foundation, M&T Bank, The 
Peter & Elizabeth Tower Foundation, 
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation, United 
Way of Buffalo and Erie County, and 
The Western New York Foundation. The 
Community Foundation for Greater Buf-
falo manages the Fund.

To learn more about the WNY Forward 
Fund go to  WNYForwardFund.org.

Contributed by
 Western New York  

Forward Fund

CRAFT PIZZA BAR & TAVERN

103 Chautauqua Ave. l Lakewood, NY 14750
716.526.1067 l facebook  @grouptherhappy

www.groupther-happy.com

HOURS
WEDNESDAY 11 am – 11 pm

THURSDAY 11 am – 11 pm
FRIDAY  11 am – Midnight

SATURDAY 11 am – Midnight
SUNDAY 11 am – 11 pm 

KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9:00 PM

Brew Pub and Eatery
14 North Portage, Westfield, NY 

(716) 232-4056 • graceandabes.com

Hours:
Thurs. 4-8pm

Fri. 4-9pm
Sat. 12-9pm
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TYPE SIZES (WxH) COLOR

1/16 Page Ad 4.875”x1.75” $50

1/8 Page Ad 4.875” x 3.666” $95

1/4 Page Vertical Ad 4.875”x7.5” $145

1/4 Page Horizontal Ad 9.96”x3.66” $145

1/2 Page Vertical Ad 4.88” x 15.15” $275

1/2 Page Horizontal Ad 9.9166” x 7.5” $275

Full Page Ad 9.9166” x 15.166” $495

The Chautauqua Gazette is a vital link between our readers, the 
communities we serve, and our advertisers who remain ready to serve you.

WEBSITE ADS
Get an ad on the homepage of 

CHQgazette.com 
bargain rate of just 

$25 a week 
(full year commitment required)

Lori Cornell
Cell (716) 720-1845

Cornell@CHQgazette.com

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ

Don’t Miss Out on this Opportunity! CALL TODAY

www.CHQgazette.com

C H A U T A U Q U A
G A Z E T T E

L I K E / F O L L O W  U S

Reaching an estimated 20,000 readers at over 350 newsstands in 35 zip codes 
across Chautauqua, Cattaraugus & Warren Counties PLUS online!


