
 

 

March Madness arrives this 
year like a St. Patrick’s Day 
parade—loud, unpredic-

table, and powered by equal parts 
tradition and illusion. By Selection 
Sunday on March 15, the 68team 

men’s field will be locked in, and 
the annual promise will be re-
newed: six wins to immortality, 
one loss to heartbreak. For most 
of you reading this, you’ve already 
seen the complete bracket. For 
Western New York fans, the tour-
nament brings both excitement 
and a familiar sting—national 
contenders charge forward while 
local programs once again watch 
from the sidelines. 

At the top of the bracket, a 
clear group of frontrunners has 
emerged. Duke enters March as 
the most complete team in the 
country, pairing elite guard play 
with depth that holds up across 
neutral floors. Michigan and 
Arizona are close behind, 
each boasting strong ré-

sumés built on highend wins and 
consistency through rugged confe-
rence schedules. UConn rounds 
out the leading pack, its cham-
pionship pedigree and physical 
style making the Huskies a dan-
gerous matchup regardless of seed 
line. None are invincible—but all 
will be expected to survive the first 
weekend without drama, which in 
March is never guaranteed. 

Closer to home, the picture is 
less festive. 
Neither 
t h e 

Top of the mornin’ to 
you! And the rest of the 
day be yours!

St. Patrick’s Day is upon us. 
To celebrate, many will wear 
green, visit their local esta-
blishments, enjoy a few Irish 
libations, and don their Done-
gal caps. But it wouldn’t be St. 
Patrick’s Day without recogni-
zing the great and magnanimous 
5th century saint who inspired 
Ireland to embrace Christ.

Believe it or not, St. Patrick 
wasn’t born Irish.  He was Welsh! 
As a young man, he was captured 
by Irish pirates and enslaved as a 

shepherd. During his captivity, 
he learned the Gaelic language 
and customs, and all the while 
he developed a deep relationship 
with God through prayer. After 
a daring escape, he eventually 
returned home to Wales. Yet so-
mething continued to tug at his 
heart. In prayer, St. Pa-
trick felt God compel-

ling him to return to Ireland 
to preach to the pagan people. 
He even had dreams of the Iri-
sh calling out to him, begging 
him to bring Christ to them.

Patrick became a priest and 
was later ordained a bishop; 
hence the pointy hat, the 
miter, that we often see him 

wearing. His return to Ireland 
was both courageous and diffi-
cult, as he had to confront cen-
turies-old pagan customs and 
Druid spirituality. Some pagan 
chieftains persecuted him and 
even attempted to kill him, but 
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WE WILL HELP YOU 
PREVENT FRAUD 
BEFORE IT STARTS!
Free Credit Monitoring
Anytime. Anywhere.

Knowledgeable Team 
Educated on fraud prevention.

Free Fraud Prevention
Seminars Call to Schedule.

Distributed in Ashville, Barcelona, Bemus, Cassadaga, Celoron, Chautauqua, Clymer, Dewittville, Dunkirk, Ellington, Falconer, 
Findley Lake, Fredonia, Frewsburg, Gerry, Greenhurst, Irving, Jamestown, Kennedy, Lakewood, Maple Springs, Mayville, Niobe, 
North Clymer, North Warren, Panama, Randolph, Ripley, Sherman, Silver Creek, Sinclairville, Stockton, Stow, Warren, Westfield

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. 
Read CHQ.

Feature your Business or 
Organization in the Next Gazette

716-720-1845
cornell@CHQgazette.com

CHQgazette.com

Lori Cornell
Text, call, or email today!

Feature your Business or 
Organization in the Next Gazette

716-720-1845
cornell@CHQgazette.com
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Lori Cornell
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Feature your Business or 
Organization in the Next Gazette

716-720-1845
cornell@CHQgazette.com

JOIN TODAY!

PROUD MEMBER

Happy St. Patrick's Day!
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IRISH 
BLESSING

Featured Writer
Fr. Paul Cygan

SEE PAGE 9

SEE PAGE 16

Contributing Writer
Jordan Nicholson

ST. PATRICK

A LITTLE GREEN, A LOT OF GRIT:  
MARCH MADNESS 2026 TIPS OFF WITH 

FRONTRUNNERS, LONG SHOTS, AND LOCAL ABSENCES

“May the road rise up 
to meet you, may the 

wind be always at your 
back, may the sun shine 

warm upon your face 
and the rain fall soft 

upon your fields. May 
God hold you in the 
palm of his hands.”

Submitted photo, altered with two-thumbs up from Fr. Fun.Submitted photo, altered with two-thumbs up from Fr. Fun.
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GOLD: $500 & UP

Timothy Carlson
M.L. Feather
Sandra & Daniel Gullotti
Troy Hine
Lamae & Doug McCullor
Yvonne McNallie
Thomas Skerl

Friends of  
the Gazette

Thank you to our 2026 Members! 
Please Join us Today. 

Timothy DAngelo
Nancy Kerrin
Patricia & William Locke
Linda & David Melquist
Rita & Gary Mrowka
Greg & Cindy Peterson
Kerri Rowan
Susan & Douglas Seamans
Kate & Dan Smith
Peter Stark
Janet Wahlberg

SILVER: $250 & UP

Linda & Lawrence Adams
Elizabeth & John Anderson
Kathy & Thom Bemus
Donna Beal
Pat & Chuck Brininger
Suzanne & Kennie Campbell
James Colby
Millie & Mike Coon
Linda & Paul Demier
Lillian & Ned Divine
Bruce & Joan Erickson
Claire & Andy Felong
Paulette & Norm Green
Lane & Mat Hagberg
Carol Hay
Elisabeth Hall
Donna & Jim Higginbotham
June & Todd Jacobson
Jill & Chad Jaquith
Patricia Kinney
Frances Lapinski
Elizabeth Lasser
Jennifer Martin
Marge & Mike Metzger
Chuck & Sharon Nazzaro
Mark Nelson
Diane & Donald Nelson
Elizabeth & Frank Petiprin
Alex Rosenberg
Michelle & Jeffrey Victor
The Trussalo Family
Anonymous in Jamestown

BRONZE: $100 & UP

Friends of the Gazette play a vital 
role in keeping local journalism 
thriving in Chautauqua County. 

Readers can support our work by 
making a one-time or recurring 

donation online at www.
chqgazette.com/Support, or 

by mailing a check to L Cornell 
& Company LLC, P.O. Box 32, 

Bemus Point, NY 14712. Every 
contribution, large or small, helps 

ensure the Gazette remains free 
and accessible.

TUESDAY, MARCH 17 

Living Voices: The New 
American (Immigration in 
the early 20th Century 
9 AM-10 AM & 1 PM-2 PM
Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown
For Info: roberthjackson.org/events

St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration 
8 AM-2 AM
Coughlan’s Pub | Fredonia
For Info: Coughlan’s Pub Facebook Page 

St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration 
8 AM-2 AM
2 Gingers Inn | Jamestown
For Info: 2 Gingers Inn Facebook Page

Free Classic Movie: “The 
Man Who Knew Too Much” 
7 PM
Lake Shore Center for the Arts | Westfield
For Info: lakeshorecenterforthearts.com

The Cinema Series: 
“Sentimental Value” 
7:30 PM
1891 Fredonia Opera House Performing Arts 
Center | Fredonia
For Info: fredopera.org

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

25 Years of Asking 
Questions: What Makes a 
Life Matter? | 6 PM-7 PM
Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown
For Info: roberthjackson.org/events

Living Voices: The New 
American  |9 AM-10 AM, 11 
AM-12 PM, & 1:15 PM-2:15 
PM (Immigration in the 
early 20th Century)
Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown
For Info: roberthjackson.org/events

Movies at The Reg: A 
Private Life | 7 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

Fenton History Center 
Presents: 2026 Trivia 
Nights | 7 PM
Shawbucks | Jamestown
For Info: fentonhistorycenter.org 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19

Yard Smarts: Landscaping 
and Lawn Care That 
Protects Our Watersheds 
6 PM-7 PM
Bemus Point Library | Bemus Point
For Info: chautauquawatershed.org 

Craft & Sip Group 
7 PM-10 PM
Labyrinth Press Company | Jamestown
For Info: Labyrinth Press Company Facebook 
Page

THURSDAY MARCH, 
19-SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Bye-Bye Birdie | 7 PM
Forestville High School
For Info: forestville.com

FRIDAY, MARCH 20

Wine on the Trail and Yard 
Smarts Kickoff 
5:30 PM-7 PM
Cassadaga Lakes Nature Park | Cassadaga
For Info: chautauquawatershed.org 

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 & 
SATURDAY, MARCH 21

The Music Man | 7:30 PM 
Fredonia High School
For Info: fredonia.wnyric.org/o/fhs/
article/2738033 | 716-679-1581

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Pancake & Waffle 
Breakfast: Meet The Easter 
Bunny | 7:30 AM-10:30 AM
Falcon’s Nest | Falconer
For Info: rotary7090.org/clubinfo/falconer

Life at the Met: Tristan und 
Isolde | 12 PM
1891 Fredonia Opera House Performing Arts 
Center | Fredonia
For Info: fredopera.org

Skating Ever After 
1 PM & 6 PM 
Northwest Arena | Jamestown
For Info: jamestownskatingclubonice.com

The Magic of Motown 
7:30 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.comFRIDAY, 
MARCH 20 & SATURDAY, 
MARCH 21

Audubon Lights | 8 PM 
Audubon Community Nature Center 
Jamestown 
For Info: auduboncnc.org

SATURDAY, MARCH 21 & 
SUNDAY, MARCH 22

Spring Fling  | 2 PM
Lake Shore Center for the Arts | Westfield
For Info: lakeshorecenterforthearts.com

New York State Maple 
Weekend
Farm Locations Across New York State
For Info: mapleweekend.com 

March Monthly Camp
YMCA Camp Onyahsa | Dewittville
For Info: onyahsa.org 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

3 C’s Catering: Maple 
Weekend Breakfast  
8 AM-11 AM
Falcon’s Nest | Falconer 
For Info: 716-267-4403

This Week 
Around Town

2026 NCAA TOURNAMENT 
SCHEDULE
SELECTION SUNDAY:......Sunday, March 15
FIRST FOUR: ....................March 17-18
FIRST ROUND: ................March 19-20
SECOND ROUND: ...........March 21-22
SWEET 16: ........................March 26-27
ELITE EIGHT: ...................March 28-29
FINAL FOUR: ...................April 4 at Lucas Oil Stadium
	 in Indianapolis

NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: 	  
April 6 at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis
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Why is it that St. Patrick's 
Day - a religious feast 
originating in Ireland - 

has becoming universally appea-
ling to people of many other bac-
kgrounds and ethnicities?

Is it because St. Patrick was such 
a laudable saint?  Yes, but there 
were many standout saints that 
deserve honor and celebration. 

Is it because the officially green 
holiday gives us the perfect ex-
cuse to patronize our local Irish 
establishments like Coughlan's 
in Fredonia and 2 Gingers in Ja-
mestown?  Yes, of course, but is it 
really the tinted beer and corned 
beef that make us feel so lucky? 

Maybe it's because St. Patrick's 

Day stands at the heart of our 
human nature and innate cra-
ving for happiness in the dead 
of winter?  I'm no pyschologist 
but we've all had social circles 
and life circumstances that were 
downers, that drain on our time 
and patience.  The foundational 
premise for Irish culture and the 
celebration of their signature ho-
liday is fundamentally the oppo-
site of this "work".   The Irish, as 
history tells it, overcame great 
obstacle - from the legendary Po-
tato famines in the motherland to 
oppression and poverty in the in-
ner cities of early America - and 
stood tall with a smile on their 
face, fiddle in their hand and gig 
in their step.  

As human beings we crave happi-
ness at our core and long to hang 
with happy people in happy ti-
mes.  That's the Irish.  So whe-
ther your ancestors came from 
Ireland or not, St. Patrick's Day 
invites us all to celebrate happy 
and conjure up our best selves!  
And so, this week, top of the 
morning to us all.
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WWW.EVANSWINESANDLIQUORS.COMWWW.EVANSWINESANDLIQUORS.COM
986 FAIRMOUNT AVE • JAMESTOWN, NY 14701986 FAIRMOUNT AVE • JAMESTOWN, NY 14701

We’re Open!
Mon-Sat

8:30am-10:00pm
and Sun 11-8pm

FOLLOW US

Save $5

HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY

"May you have all the "May you have all the 
happiness and luck that life happiness and luck that life 
can hold - and at the end of can hold - and at the end of 

your rainbow may you find a your rainbow may you find a 
pot of gold."pot of gold."

~Irish Blessing~Irish Blessing

47 W Main St, Fredonia  l  (716) 672-5537

Monday - Wednesday 
3pm - 12am
Thursday 
3pm - 2am

Friday - Saturday 
11:30am - 2am

Sunday 
11:30am - 12am 

Chautauqua 
County’s original 

Irish bar and 
longest-running 

St. Paddy’s Party.
Join us  

March 17th!

G et your Irish on!G et your Irish on!

Shop Our Gifts in 
the Mill RoOm Marketplace
4844 Rt. 434 l Ashville, NY l 716-763-3369

hOuRshOuRs
Open Daily at 7amOpen Daily at 7am

ServinG Up
Corned Beef Dinner
tuesDay, MarCh 17th
St. patRick’s Day!

Dine in or take Out

the AShville GeneRAl StORethe AShville GeneRAl StORe
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“May peace and plenty bless your world

With a joy that long endures

And may all life's passing seasons

Bring the best to you and yours.”
~Irish Blessing

75 Robinson St.

 

This week’s Lenten Life Story, focuses 
on the theme of community building 
with the help of a life story about a fresh-
water spring and the biblical account of 
the Samaritan Woman from John 4.

When I was a young child, I grew up next 
to a freshwater spring on Egypt Hollow 
Road in Russell, PA. The freshwater 
spring ran along the side of the huge 
backyard and a big metal ladle hung on 
a nail that my Dad had driven into the 
trunk of a sturdy tree. With the support 
of the thick branches and ladle fresh, 
freezing cold water was always within 
reach. The cold, clean water was always 
on tap to quench our tag-playing thirst, 
filling and refilling my tea set and was 
a ready source of refreshment to fill our 
dog’s water dish on the back patio. 

We had a freshwater spring.
We had a tree with strong branches.
We had a metal ladle in reach. 
We had proximity and the ability to bend 
down, scoop out the water and drink in 
the blessing of this living-water;
whenever we had a need for it.

But what if we hadn't had a ladle? What 
if there was no sturdy branch to hold 
onto? What if the fresh water spring dried 
up - or rerouted to the property up the 
road that was posted, “No Trespassing!" 
Without that living water close by, how 
would our neighborhood and family be 

impacted? 

Our access to that fresh water spring was 
incredibly life-giving. It took care of our 
physical thirst and gave us a place in the 
community and helped our backyard 
become a communal gathering place of 
refreshment. That water source helped 
attend to physical needs and offered 
space for people to come together, build 
relationships and become friends. That 
fresh spring was a source of water AND a 
life-giving community. 

In the account of the Samaritan Woman at 
the Well from John 4:4-42, we encounter 
the power of community to be a source 
of isolation or life-giving connection. 
The woman goes to gather her daily jar 
of water in the heat of midday, because 
she doesn't want to - or can’t go early in 
the morning with her neighbors. She is, 
by way of her personal circumstances or 
the bias of her community - cut off and 
isolated. The text doesn't give us her full 
backstory, except to note she goes to the 
well alone - that she has had five husbands 
- and the man she is currently living with; 
isn’t her husband. 

The reason we learn anything about her 
comes from her conversation with Jesus 
- as he waits at the well for the disciples 
to return with food. He sees the woman, 
asks her for a drink of water and she is 
astounded! She is a Samaritan woman 
and according to social norms - this 
Jewish man should not approach or speak 
to her.

And yet, Jesus pushes against the norms 
of society. He stops, sees and asks her for 
help. As they stood at the well, she had 
space to ask him essential questions about 
religion, address the conflict between 
the Samaritan and Jewish people and 
share her personal life. Instead of being 
a constant reminder of her isolation 
from community, Jacob’s well becomes 
a gathering place for two very different 
people to begin talking and building a 

Lenten Life Stories 2026:  
Come to the Water and Bring Your Ladle!

Featured Writer

Rev. Tara Eastman 
First Presbyterian Church of Warren

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, 

RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE
• Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
• Boilers & Radient Floor Heating
• Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
• Water & Sewer Excavation
• Drain Cleaning
• Backflow Device - Certified Testing
• Video Inspection

6624 RT 60 Between6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & CassadagaSinclairville & Cassadaga

962-9315962-9315
595-3408595-3408

COMPLETE CAR CARE COMPLETE CAR CARE 
CENTERCENTER

Brakes • Batteries 
Alignment

Mufflers Shocks 
MacPherson Struts

Oil Changes
NYS Inspections 

Windshield Wipers

AUTO, TRUCK & AUTO, TRUCK & 
FARM, LAWNMOWER, FARM, LAWNMOWER, 

WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRESWHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!

Financing 
Available!

Western Plow Retailer

Lenten Season is Here!Lenten Season is Here!
Enjoy Fish Fry Fridays with usEnjoy Fish Fry Fridays with us

March 20 • March 27 • April 3March 20 • March 27 • April 3

Family Owned l Since 1924 
Fresh Produce l Deli l Specialty Groceries 

Daily Lunch Specials!

414 Fairmount Avenue l Jamestown NY
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PFLAG Chautauqua and James-
town Pride are excited to announce 
Pride Prom: Over the Rainbow, 
a celebration for LGBTQ+ and al-
lied people to experience a night 
of camaraderie, dancing, food, and 
fashion.  Hosted as a private event 
at Wicked Warren’s in Jamestown 
on March 28th from 6-10 p.m., this 
first area Pride Prom will be a safe, 
inclusive environment for people to 
dress in what makes them feel fabu-
lous to dance and celebrate the eve-
ning in style.

Rob Roth, President of Wicked 
Warren’s, affirms, “We’re proud 
to support Jamestown Pride and 
PFLAG because strong communi-
ties are built on respect, kindness, 
and the freedom for people to be 
themselves. Events like Pride Prom 
and Pride Week bring people to-
gether in a positive, welcoming way, 
and we’re honored to play a small 
part in celebrating the diversity that 
makes our region special.”

The evening will begin with door 
prizes generously donated by local 
businesses, and the event will be 
hosted by Masters of Ceremonies 
DJ Paul Clemente (Diamond Run 
Radio) and Lennox WT (Moon-
light Revival).  A special Royal 
Drag Court will feature entertai-
ners Sabrina White (Knights of En-
chanted Dreams) and Justin Tyme 
(ShowTyme Productions) to warm 
up the dance floor.  Local businesses 

sponsoring Pride Prom will be 
acknowledged during the evening 
as well.
 
“We at Jamestown Pride are thrilled 
to finally offer a larger event in ad-
dition to our annual June festival,” 
says Karen Hewes Suber, Events 
Coordinator for Jamestown Pride.  
“Our partnership with PFLAG this 
year has helped us organize events 
that enrich the queer community 
when visibility and representation 
are much needed.”  PFLAG Co-Pre-
sident Jo Hyatt adds, “Fueled by 
love and dressed in our best, we are 
gathering in celebration unapologe-
tically being our authentic selves.  
In this current climate, it is an act of 
bravery.”

Attending Pride Prom will help raise 
funds to support both LGBTQ+ or-
ganizations – PFLAG Chautauqua, 
which supports, educates and advo-
cates for LGBTQ+ people and those 
who love them, and Jamestown 
Pride, whose mission is “…to create 
events celebrating the queer com-
munity so people feel good about 
who they are.”  

The event is available to prom 
goers ages 18+ and food and be-
verages will be available for sale.  
Presale tickets for $20 are available 
on Eventbrite at https://www.
eventb r i te.co m / e / p r i d e - p ro m -
tickets-1983693547801.  Tickets 
can also be purchased the day of the 
prom for $25 at the door.  Come 
enjoy the prom you wish you had: 
Formal is option, and fabulous is a 
must!

Pride Prom: An Over the 
Rainbow Celebration

Submitted PhotosSubmitted Photos

Justyn Time Sabrina White

Contributed by
PFLAG Chautauqua and 

Jamestown Pride

PFLAG CHQ & Jamestown Pride Presents

Wicked Warren's
119 3rd St
Jamestown, NY 14701

For more information call 
716-664-6660 or www.cbavision.org

Are you or someone 
 you know suffering 

from severe vision loss?
WE CAN HELP.

CBA’s 14th Annual Dining in 
the Dark Returns April 17th

Contributed by
CBA Vision Rehabilitation 

Services

CBA Vision Rehabilitation Services 
invites the community to its 14th annual 
Dining in the Dark on Friday, April 
17th, at the Chautauqua Harbor Hotel 
in Celoron, NY. This unique event gives 
guests the chance to enjoy a three-course 
meal completely without sight, guided 
by trained volunteers, offering a truly 
unforgettable sensory experience.

Doors open at 5:00 p.m. for a cash bar, 
silent and live auctions, a wine pull, 
t-shirt sales, and a 50/50 raffle. Dinner 
begins at 6:15 p.m., when guests are 
blindfolded and led to their tables. The 
event not only delights the senses but 
also raises awareness and funds for CBA’s 
programs, which support individuals 
of all ages with legal blindness through 
their Vision Rehabilitation services, 
Orientation and Mobility Training, 
Vocational Rehabilitation, and Braille 
training services. CBA also has a 
Youth Vision Screening Program that 
provides free screenings for over 4,500 
children each year in Chautauqua and 
Cattaraugus Counties.

CBA continues to partner with JCC’s 
Occupational Therapy Assistant 
Program and SUNY Fredonia’s Pre-
Health Professions Club for the event. 
These students, along with several 
community volunteers and CBA staff, 
assist guests at the dinner, guiding 
them around the tables and ensuring a 
memorable experience.

"This event truly brings our community 
together in a special way. I love that 
it has become a beloved tradition for 
many,” said Megan Maynard, Executive 
Director. “Guests leave with more 
than just a memorable meal—they 
gain understanding, empathy, and a 
connection to the CBA programs that 
empower individuals living with vision 
loss in our community every day."

CBA has been providing one-on-one 
training for legally blind clients for 
over 100 years, and conducting vision 
screenings for children in the community 
for decades. The Dr. Timothy Grace 
Sight for Success Program is also a fund 
managed by CBA, named after the late 
Dr. Tim Grace. It ensures children have 
access to essential eye care once vision is 
screened.

Tickets for the fundraising event are 
available for $70 per person. Reservations 
can be made online at www.cbavision.org. 
Discounted room rates are also offered 
at the Chautauqua Harbor Hotel. There 
are also business sponsorships to fit a 
variety of budgets, which include dinner 
reservations. For more information, visit 
the website, contact director@cbavision.
org, or call the office at 716-664-6660. 
The deadline to purchase tickets or sign 
up for sponsorships is April 1st.

Those unable to attend can still support 
CBA through tax-deductible donations 
online or by mail to CBA, 510 W. 5th 
Street, Jamestown, NY.
CBA Vision Rehabilitation Services is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and a 
United Way Community Partner.

Why limit Happy 
to an Hour?

Open 7 days a week

4739 Route 430 l Bemus Point, NY l (716) 386-3229
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Corrugated Packaging
Solutions Since 1956

We’re More 
Than Just a Box 
Company

Custom Corrugated Packaging

• Retail Packaging

• POP Displays

• Stock Boxes & Packaging Supplies 

• Vendor Managed Inventory

• Contract Packaging

Assembly & Fulfillment

• ISTA Test Lab

Serving

Western, Central & Upstate New York

Western Pennsylvania

Northeast Ohio

Southern Ontario

jamestowncontainer.com  |  855-234-4054
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Jamestown Container Companies, a 
leading corrugated packaging provi-
der in the Great Lakes region, proudly 
announces 70 years in business. Since 
1956, Jamestown Container has grown 
from one plant into a multi-location ma-
nufacturing and packaging organization 
serving businesses across a wide range 
of industries.

Jamestown Container has always strived 
to maintain a reputation for quality, re-
liability, and long-term partnerships. 
Today, the company supports customers 
with custom corrugated solutions, retail 
packaging, contract packaging services, 
vendor managed inventory solutions, 
and value-added custom design exper-
tise. These services are all backed by a 
culture of operational discipline and 
continuous improvement.

“The company was started in 1956 by 
Glenn Janowsky, and it was built on re-
lationships, customer service, pricing 
and quick service. But the company has 
gone way beyond that,” said Joseph R. 
Palmeri, Vice President and Chief Ope-
rating Officer of Jamestown Container. 
“We’ve done so many things in growth 
and acquisitions and training with De-
ming and continuous improvement. 

We’ve secured our supply chain. That’s 
been the key to our growth and our bu-
siness.”

Throughout its history, Jamestown 
Container has remained committed to 
strong customer relationships, industry 
innovation, community involvement, 
and employee development. Many team 
members have built long-term careers 
with the company, contributing to a 
culture centered on safety, accountabili-
ty, and pride in craftsmanship.

Jamestown Container continually 
works to expand capabilities and meet 
the evolving needs of modern customer 
supply chains. Investments in automa-
tion, design innovation, sustainability, 
and safety initiatives have strengthened 
the company’s ability to deliver effi-
cient, cost-effective solutions that pro-
tect products and elevate brands.
As part of its anniversary celebration, 
Jamestown Container Companies 
has scheduled a series of initiatives 
throughout 2026, including commu-
nity engagement activities, employee 
spotlights, customer appreciation ef-
forts, and the release of a commemora-
tive video highlighting the company’s 
journey and future vision.

“We just have great relationships with 
the people in our industry and a lot 
of that has to do with Joe,” said Bruce 
Janowsky, CEO and President of James-

town Container Companies. “We’re 
good partners and they trust us. We’ve 
had so many good competitors and in-
dustry peers that we’ve become part-
ners with or worked with. It’s really 
quite rewarding to look back at those 
relationships and how they helped us 
grow.”

Jamestown Container Companies re-
mains family-owned and operated, 
with multiple manufacturing locations 
throughout the region. This includes 
our Midwest Box facility in Cleveland, 
OH and Cattaraugus Container in Fran-
klinville, NY. The company continues 
to focus on delivering high-quality pac-
kaging solutions while investing in the 
people and technologies that drive long-
term growth.

Learn more about Jamestown Contai-
ner Companies and our 70th anniver-
sary initiatives at jamestowncontainer.
com.

About Jamestown Container Com-
panies

Jamestown Container Companies is a 
family-owned manufacturer of custom 
corrugated packaging and packaging 
solutions, serving customers across the 
Great Lakes region in New York, Penn-
sylvania, Ohio and Southern Ontario, 
CA. Since 1956, Jamestown Container 
has provided high-quality packaging 
products designed to protect goods, en-
hance brands, and streamline logistics. 
The company maintains a strong com-
mitment to safety, sustainability, and 
continuous improvement.

Jamestown Container Companies Celebrates 
70 Years of Packaging Excellence and Innovation

Contributed by
Jamestown Container  

Company
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Featuring Korv Burgers & Swede Breakfast Burritos

7 AM-4:30 PM Monday-Saturday
832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY

Stop in for sliced meats and cheeses plus all your 
favorite baked goods, at the best prices in town!

A Unique Boutique in the Heart of
Downtown Jamestown. Just around the Corner from

the National Comedy Center. 
Open Monday – Saturday @ 11

111 W. 3rd Street  • Jamestown, NY 
www.dotsgiftboutique.com

716-489-3003

111 W. 3rd Street l Jamestown, NY l 716-489-3003
www.dotsgiftboutique.com

Open Monday thru Saturday @ 11am

A Unique Boutique in the Heart of 
Downtown Jamestown. Just around the 

Corner from the National Comedy Center
Stop in to see what’s new!

OPEN DAILY: 1PM-2AM

LIVE MUSIC 
GAVIN PATERNITI 
FRIDAY, MARCH 20 • 6PM

(716) 483-0599 
309 N Main St  l  Jamestown, NY
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Tax season isn't something most 
people look forward to, parti-
cularly if they suspect they owe 
money. However, a few tax prep 
tips can make the process of fi-
ling a return and, if necessary, 
paying back taxes as pain-free as 
possible.

1. Call your tax preparer early. 
If you use an accountant or 
another tax preparer, be sure to 
book the appointment as soon 
as possible because slots fill 
up quickly. You don't want to 
wait until the last minute and 
find there are no remaining ap-
pointments.

2. Establish a tax preparation 
folder. Beginning in January, 
certain documents will arrive 
in the mail that will be needed 
to file your taxes. Documents 
include earnings statements, 
banking interest statements 
and documents indicating in-
vestment profits. When items 
arrive, stash them in your tax 
folder so you'll have all neces-
sary paperwork at the ready.

3. Avoid tax scams. As tax season 
draws near, tax scammers tar-
get unsuspecting individuals. 
You may find that you receive 
calls or texts from those pur-
porting to be with the Internal 
Revenue Service. However, 
financial experts say that the 

IRS or the U.S. Treasury will 
never call you on the phone; 
their mode of contact is via the 
U.S. mail. Another scam is in-
dividuals advertising a bigger 
refund when you use their ser-
vices. This is not how tax laws 
work nor is it possible to get a 
return larger than what is owed. 
Avoid anyone promising a big-
ger return, advises Bankrate.

4. Consider increasing health 
spending account contribu-
tions. Lisa Greene-Lewis, a 
blog editor at TurboTax, says 
HSAs are triple tax-advan-
taged, meaning you get an 
"above-the-line" deduction for 
contributing, and the growth 
in these accounts as well as 
withdrawals are tax-free if used 
for qualified health expenses. If 
you need to lower your tax bur-
den, HSAs may be a safe and 
legal way to do so.

5. Utilize tax software. If you're 
not using an accountant and 
have a relatively cut-and-dry 
financial situation, modern tax 
software can be an easy and 
inexpensive way to do your 
taxes. These sophisticated pro-
grams ask a series of detailed 
questions and the entire pro-
cess can be completed in rela-
tively little time.

It's almost time to get income 
taxes in order. Certain tips 
can make the process go more 
smoothly.

Offering Tax Preparation and bookkeeping services.
501 W 3RD ST STE 9B 

(Sprinchhorn building through the left side entrance)

BE C K E R I N K 
Bookkeeping & Tax Prep

Call/text 716-640-0590 for more info

Stacey A. CurryStacey A. Curry
716-262-2198 or 716-397-5488716-262-2198 or 716-397-5488

staceycurry1108@yahoo.comstaceycurry1108@yahoo.com
Tax Preparation and BookkeepingTax Preparation and Bookkeeping

B & C  Tax and Bookkeeping LLC
61 East Main Street • Westf ield, NY 14787

John Morgante
CPA

john@bandctax.com
(716) 326-3386

INCOME TAX SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS 
AND SMALL BUSINESSES

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

GERACI & CO INC Established 1995

TAXES AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
BUSINESS START-UPS
18 E 3RD ST l JAMESTOWN, NY 14701
716-499-5646 l 716-487-2800 Ofc l 716-486-2801 Fax
taxprogeraci.com

Income Tax Preparation and 
Bookkeeping Services 

Kimberly Sherbine
IRS Registered Tax Preparer

716-294-9713
342 Crossman Street

Jamestown, NY 14701

5 TAX PREP TIPS
Contributed by
Metro Creative

Sign up to receive your weekly Gazette in the Mail! 

$4/week 

To subscribe, contact 
QR code to web form to sign up (Shannon creating w Marc) 
Shannon’s name, email (tbd) and new phone (tbd)

LOVE CHAUTAUQUA? GET THE GAZETTE DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR!

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ... .ANYWHERE!!!

Attention all seasonal residents, snowbirds,  
college students, homebound individuals, and all those 
out-of -towners who will always have a place in their 
heart for Chautauqua County...

Sign up to 
receive your 

weekly Gazette 
in the Mail!

$16.95 
per month 

Subscribe now at:
www.chqgazette.com/Subscriptions

Never miss the latest news, 
events, and community 
stories from home.
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100 Mall Blvd.
Lakewood

716-763-0836

800 Foote Ave.
Jamestown

716-488-1622

346 Fluvanna Ave
Jamestown

716-488-1620

COUPON CODE JG l Expires 3-31-26 l Coupon good for a single use.
WITH THIS COUPON

FOR$1099
3CLASSIC ROAST BEEF 

SANDWICHES

15 2HOTDOGS OR
HAMBURGERS

LARGE FRIES & 
LARGE DRINKS

824 Foote Ave. • Jamestown, NY
        (716) 484-9646 • www.ajtexashots.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

CALL TO ORDER AHEAD

Mon-Sat
10:30am-10pm

CLOSED SUNDAYS

Mix & Match

Super Pack:
HOTDOGS OR HAMBURGERS

needed life-giving relationship. 

The account of the Samaritan 
woman and Jesus at the well, is a 
timely example of how curiosity, 

compassion and creativity cultivates 
new opportunities to build and 

experience life-giving-community. 

Jesus’ presence and actions at the well 
provided the woman (maybe for the 
first time in her life)  space to be: seen, 
heard, welcomed - and invited to use 
her gifts. With Jesus' invitation, she is 
empowered to have a meaningful role 
in the community and use her gifts of 
intellect and leadership to invite others 
into a life-giving community with God 
and each other.

At the well, Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman give proximity and access for 
people to gather and fill their physical 
need for water; as well as spiritual thirst 
for forgiveness, grace and hospitality. We 
all need a life-giving community where 
each person is seen, heard and celebrated. 
The Samaritan woman story reminds us: 
God sees us, hears us, loves us - and calls us 
to use our gifts (ladles/buckets) to bring 

hope and healing into the world. 

Questions to Ponder:  
1. In this text from John 4, Jesus actively 

restores the Samaritan Woman to 
hold a leadership position in her 
community. What are your gifts of 
leadership?

2. Where is your gathering place of 
community and living-water? Why 
do you go there and what makes it 
life-giving?

3. How do you/will you use your gifts in 
your community?

4. If you had unlimited time, resources 
and “living-water” to share what 
change would you make in your 
community, work-place, school, non-
profit or faith community?  

5. Who in your life needs to be seen, 
heard and loved? Connect with this 
loved one this week.

Walking in grace,

Rev. Tara L. Eastman

Pastor of First Presbyterian Church 
of Warren, Pa and Host of Holy 
Shenanigans Podcast.

Lenten Life Stories 2026:  
Come to the Water and Bring Your Ladle!

Continued from Page 4

none of this deterred his faith. Over 
the course of sixty years, with per-
severance and prayer as his constant 
companions, St. Patrick boldly set 
out to convert much of the Emerald 
Isle.

We’re all familiar with the luck of 
finding a four-leaf clover. But one 
of St. Patrick’s most famous tea-
ching tools was the three‑leaf clover, 
which he used to explain the Tri-
nity: that God is one, yet three Per-
sons; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Patrick called the tribes and chief-
tains to turn away from idol worship 
and other pagan practices. Even the 
development of the Celtic cross 
reflects this mission. These stone 
crosses, with a circle around the in-
tersection, incorporated symbols of 
the sun and moon, showing that 
the cross of Christ is grea-
ter than both. By pla-
cing the cross at the 
center of the circle, 
Patrick redirected 
people’s attention 
to Christ.
Another well‑known 
legend is St. Patrick’s 
banishment of the 
snakes. The story goes that 
the snakes were not merely pests, 
they were sacred to the Druids. Dri-
ving them into the sea symbolized 
the eradication of idol worship. Did 
it literally happen? Probably not. 
But the legend persists because it 
captures the spiritual impact of St. 
Patrick’s mission.

But who was St. Patrick, really? 
Why did he do what he did? His 
own words in his Confessions give 
us the answer:

“It is not I but Christ the Lord who 
ordered me to come to these people 
and to stay with them for the rest 
of my life. I have not lived a life as 
perfect as other believers, but I still 
trust in the Lord.”

He wasn’t seeking fame or glory. 
His heart was moved by love for 
the people, and he served the Irish 
faithfully until his dying breath.
We all know St. Patrick is the patron 
saint of Ireland. But did you know he 
is also the patron saint of Nigeria? 
In the 1920s, Irish monks strengthe-

ned Christianity in Nigeria through 
their missionary efforts. The story 
comes full circle: St. Patrick once 
brought the faith to Ireland, and 
centuries later Irish missionaries 
brought the faith to Africa. Today, 
Nigeria is one of the most vibrant-
ly Catholic countries on the conti-
nent, sending priests throughout 
the world. A Nigerian priest friend 
once told me that one of the more 
popular alcoholic beverages in Ni-
geria is Guinness. The Irish monks 
clearly knew how to spread the faith.

One last thing worth mentioning is 
how St. Patrick helped shape a dis-
tinctly Irish Catholic spirituality. He 
embraced the Celtic idea of “thin 
places”.  These are locations where 
one encounters God more readily, 

whether in a prayerful church, 
in nature, or in the midst 

of family life. A Cel-
tic saying goes that 

heaven and earth 
are always only 
three feet apart, 
except in thin 
places, where the 

distance is even 
smaller and the di-

vine becomes more tan-
gible. Where is a thin place in 

your life? St. Patrick can help you 
find it.

As we celebrate this great day of Iri-
sh culture and faith, we remember 
the saint who continues to inspire 
us and point the way to Christ. Al-
low me to conclude with the words 
from the beautiful Irish blessing: 
“May the road rise up to meet you, 
may the wind be always at your 
back, may the sun shine warm upon 
your face and the rain fall soft upon 
your fields.  May God hold you in 
the palm of his hands.”

Fr. Paul Cygan serves as the administra-
tor of the Catholic Neighbors in Faith 
Family of Parishes and has been ministe-
ring in the Jamestown area for nearly five 
years.  Though he is proud of his Polish 
heritage - and possesses not a single drop 
of Irish blood - he firmly believes that the 
spirit of the famous polka, "Everybody's 
Polish on Dyngus Day," should also ap-
ply to everyone's inner Irish on St. Pa-
trick's Day.

St Patrick

Continued from Front Page

CRAFT PIZZA BAR & TAVERN

103 Chautauqua Ave. l Lakewood, NY 14750
716.526.1067 l facebook  @grouptherhappy

www.groupther-happy.com

HOURS
WEDNESDAY 11 am – 11 pm

THURSDAY 11 am – 11 pm
FRIDAY  11 am – Midnight

SATURDAY 11 am – Midnight
SUNDAY 11 am – 11 pm 

KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9:00 PM

Brew Pub and Eatery

14 North Portage, Westfield, NY • (716) 232-4056 • graceandabes.com

You’ll be Inspired to Experience Flavors From Old and New 
While Relaxing in Our Avant-Garde Eatery and Pub.
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Meet the
Easter Bunny

FALCONER ROTARY CLUB

PANCAKE  & WAFFLE

Sat., March 21, 2026

FALCON’S NEST
7:30-10:30 am

adults $10 00

children
under 12  $5 00

PROCEEDS  TO  BENEFIT  COMMUNITY  PROJECTS
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Maple Glazed  Turnips

A warm and flavorful dish that combines maple and cinnamon with 
hearty root vegetables.

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 45 minutes
Makes: 4 Cups

Ingredients
• 1 Tablespoon margarine or 

butter, melted
• 3 Tablespoons maple syrup 
• ½ teaspoon cinnamon
• 2 teaspoons lemon juice
• 3 cups diced turnip
• 2 cups cubed sweet potato

Directions
1. Wash hands with soap and 

water. 
2. Rinse or scrub fresh vegetables 

under running water before 
preparing.

3. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F.
4. In a small bowl, mix together 

margarine or butter, maple 
syrup, cinnamon and lemon 
juice.

5. Mix turnip and sweet potato 
pieces in a medium casserole 
dish. Add syrup mixture and 
stir to coat evenly.

6. Cover and bake for 15 to 
20 minutes. Uncover and 
bake until browned, 20 to 30 
minutes. Serve hot.

7. Refrigerate leftovers within 2 
hours.

Notes
• No maple syrup? Use 3 

tablespoons packed brown sugar.
• Try with other vegetables such 

as parsnips, carrots or winter 
squash.

Recipe Recommendation from Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Chautauqua County

Maple Weekends

www.johnsonwinery.com

March 22nd & 23rd, 29th & 30th
12 Noon - 4:00pm

Featuring our unique 
Maple Liqueur and 
small samples of 
French Crêpes, Julia 
Child-style, with fancy 
ground toasted nuts

NEW! Music with 
Mark Wilson on 
Saturdays, 1-3pm

•

•

Celebrate New York State's First Harvest of the Season:

Maple Syrup!

Rice's Brookside Maple Grove 
1052 W Hill Rd Gerry, NY 14740

716-720-2646
From sap to syrup, pure maple perfection.

Quality maple

products!

Harrington Maple Syrup
Family-owned local maple syrup farm. 

Est. 1989 
8083 Minton Road
Westfield, NY 14787
716-326-4074
Email: harmaple@fairpoint.net

-maple syrup
-maple sugar
-maple cream

-granulated sugar
-wildflower honey

Falcon's Nest  |  2001 East Main Street, Falconer, NY

"Agriculture is our wisest pursuit, because it 
will in the end contribute most to real wealth, 

good morals & happiness."

 - Thomas Jefferson

Sweet Steps to Making 
Maple Syrup

Breakfast foods like pancakes or French 
toast just aren't the same without delicious 
maple syrup. Not all syrups in the grocery 
aisle are the same. In fact, some do not 
contain any maple at all. Pure maple syrup 
is a marvel of nature, and involves a multi-
step process of getting this rich liquid from 
tree to table.

Sugar maples and sugarbushes

Sugar maple trees are the species responsible 
for producing the maple syrup consumers 
know and love. Alternative maple trees 
can be used, but industry experts say 
sugar maples produce the most flavorful 
syrups. According to the Massachusetts 
Maple Producers Association, maple 
syrup starts off as tree sap. Sugarmakers, 
as maple syrup producers are called, rely 
on a cultivated group of maple trees that 
they use for syrup, known as a sugarbush 
or maple orchard. This is where the syrup-
making process begins.

From tree sap to syrup

Maple sap is mostly crystal clear water that 
is roughly 2 percent sugar. Sugarmakers 
visit the sugarbush in late winter/early 
spring for a sugaring season that lasts four 
to six weeks. The State of Vermont Pure 
Maple Syrup says a pattern of freezing 
and thawing temperatures - with below-
freezing temperatures at night, followed 
by 40 to 45 F temperatures during the day 
- produces the requisite pressure within a 
tree to enable sap to flow when trees are 
tapped. It takes around 40 gallons of sap 
to make one gallon of maple syrup. Each 

sugar maple produces about 4 cups of 
syrup per tree, so sugarmakers must gather 
as much sap as possible.

The process begins with drilling a tap hole 
into each sugar maple tree. Then spouts 
are inserted into the holes to direct the sap 
into buckets or tubes that will deliver the 
sap to a collection tank at a sugar house or 
another collection area. According to Fort 
Rose Farm, a maple syrup farm in Canada, 
the sap is then placed into a reverse osmosis 
machine. It delivers pressure to pump the 
sap through a membrane to extract the 
sugar from the water in the sap. The sap 
then travels to an evaporator to boil off 
more water. As the water is removed, the 
product becomes thicker and more like 
syrup. The syrup is ready to draw off at 
219 F, but it still needs to be filtered and 
potentially adjusted for density. It is then 
graded for flavor and color. Bascom, a 
maple syrup producer, says maple syrup 
made early in the season tends to be clear 
and have a delicate taste. As the season 
progresses, the syrup becomes darker and 
stronger in taste.

The MMPA says sap coming from the tree 
is approximately 98 percent water and 2 
percent sugar. When the syrup is finished, 
it is only 33 percent water and 67 percent 
sugar. Maple syrup production is a labor of 
love, so a gallon of amber syrup generally 
retails between $35 to $45, states Bizfluent. 
Prices will vary depending on the grade of 
syrup and how well Mother Nature treated 
the trees that season.

Maple syrup is a product of nature. 
Although there is a short window of time 
for syrup production, the results are a 
sweet treat that makes breakfast, dessert 
and other meals that much more flavorful.

Contributed by
Metro Creative Connection

Rice's Brookside Maple Grove 
1052 W Hill Rd Gerry, NY 14740

716-720-2646
From sap to syrup, pure maple perfection.

Quality maple

products!
Mention this ad and get 
10% off your purchase!

Get your first run maple syrup
& maple syrup products!

Excellent quality this year. No price increase for 3 years.

GUSTAFSON’S MAPLE COUNTRY

Celebrate Chautauqua County's First Harvest of the Season:
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March 15-21

www.storerscontainer.com •  716-595-3186

FRONT LOAD
CONTAINERS

6 Yards
8 Yards

NO 
ANNUAL

CONTRACTS

COMPREHENSIVE PROFESSIONAL 
WASTE HAULING & DISPOSAL SERVICE

Locally Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

716-595-3186

Containers
11 yd - 15 yd
20 yd - 40 yd

“Best Topsoil in Town!”

Storer
Excavating & Trucking

Southern Tier A.I.
1242 Frew Run Road
Frewsburg, NY 14738

716-499-1696
716-569-6188

Randall Wiltsie
Owner: rwiltsie@outlook.com

Sales & Service
Reliable genetics 
for the dairy industry

LARRY ROMANCE & SON, INC.

P.O. Box 38 • 2769 Route 20
Sheridan, NY 14135-0038

716-679-3366

543 West Main Street
Arcade, NY 14009
585-492-3810

Two Locations Servings WNY

EMAIL: TRACTORSALES@NETSYNC.NET
WWW.LARRYROMANCEANDSON.COM
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Avoid out-of-town suppliers. Buy direct and local. 
It's sweeter for us all!    

Ditch the "fake stuff"

Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Chautauqua County Program is 
excited to announce that March is 
Maple Month in New York State! This 
month brings a unique nostalgia and 
excitement when we see the evidence 
of taps, smoke coming from the 
chimneys of sap houses and sugaring 
shacks. It is our unique opportunity 
to support maple producers while 
learning more about the science, 
traditions and innovations that make 
maple syrup such a uniquely pure 
and special product.

For some of us, the taste and smell 
of pure New York Maple is a special 
experience. Although modern sap 
collection and syrup house practices 
have a number of new technologies, 
the process and excitement of the 
season remains unchanging.  

Maple production’s earliest written 
accounts date back to the 1550s. In 
the 1780s, maple sugaring 
was adopted as an 
alternative to West 
Indies sugar. The 1800s 
brought advances in 
sugaring including 
sap spiles, hanging 
buckets, sugar houses 
and the first evaporator. 
Later, technology such 
as tubing, vacuum systems, 
power-tapping and reverse osmosis 
continue to advance the process 
of sugaring, while maintaining the 
high quality and integrity of maple 
products. Maple trees thrive in the 
Northeastern United States and 
Canada, making maple syrup a 
unique, native product to our region, 
originating with Indigenous people 
of the Northeast and Canada who 
were the first to tap maple trees and 
discover their sweet sap. 

As a child, I recall trudging through 
the snow with my siblings, helping 
my dad to tap trees, hanging sap 
buckets and then collecting the 
clear, sweet sap daily. The sap would 
be transported to the sugar house, 
where it was boiled, using a two-pan 
evaporator over a wood fire. When 
the liquid reached 7 degrees above 
the boiling point of water and the 
hydrometer read 66.9, the syrup was 
ready to be filtered and bottled. 

Maple sap is harvested in the late 
winter and early spring when the 
temperatures during the day are 

approximately 40 degrees Fahrenheit 
and nights that are below freezing. 
This allows for sap to flow through 
the tree in large amounts.  While 
techniques vary by producer, Maple 
syrup is made by boiling down the 
sap to remove water and concentrate 
the sugars, resulting in the familiar 
sweet syrup.

Tapping maple trees for sap is a 
sustainable practice, as the trees are 
not harmed and can continue to 
produce sap for many years. Maple 
production unites tradition with 
modern technology to provide a 
natural, flavorful, and nutrient-rich 
sweetener that is truly one-of-a-kind. 
The freshly harvested sap consists 
of 98 percent water and is rich in 
nutrients. These nutrients include 
calcium, manganese, and zinc, along 
with others. These minerals do not 
boil out of the sap, so local maple 
products have these added benefits! 
In addition, maple syrup has no 
additives, making it 100 percent 
natural and pure.

New York ranks #2 in the United 
States for maple production. 

According to the New 
York State Department 

of Agriculture and 
Markets, in 2024, 
846,000 gallons of 
maple syrup were 
produced. New York 

is home to some of the 
finest maple products, 

including maple syrup, 
maple cream, maple candies, and 
many other value-added products. 
According to the 2022 USDA 
Agriculture Census, Chautauqua 
County produced over 16,000 
gallons of maple syrup from 43 farms.

Support for the continuing growth 
and innovation in maple research 
happens through the Cornell 
Maple Program. Maple Producers 
can benefit from research and 
resources including beginner maple 
production, sugarbush management, 
vacuum systems technology, 
value-added confections, maple 
recipes, and maple grading. More 
information about Cornell Maple 
Program can be found at: https://
blogs.cornell.edu/cornellmaple/.

You can learn more about Maple 
Syrup by visiting: https://nysmaple.
com/

In addition, you may locate many 
Chautauqua County maple 
producers at: https://chautauqua.
cce.cornell.edu/chautauqua-grown.

Featured Writer
Melissa Watkins 
Agriculture Educator

Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Chautauqua County

Celebrate March Maple in Chautauqua County!

Big Tree Maple 2040 
Holly Lane, Lakewood, NY 14750 (716) 487-763

Community Built Enterprises LLC. 
10073 Bailey Hill Road, Sherman, NY

DeGolier’s Maple Products 
10826 Quarry Road, Forestville, NY (716) 965-2097

Durow Farms 11350 
Archer Hill Rd, Randolph, NY (716) 969-2130

Ernjoy Farm 
646 Pinner Rd, Cherry Creek, NY (716) 499-5721

Fairbanks Maple 
1968 Shaw Rd, Forestville, NY (716) 410-1839

Johnson Estate Winery 
8419 Rt 20, Westfield, NY 1 800-DrinkNY

Maple Cider Farms 
4936 Westman Rd, Bemus Pt, NY (716) 574-6624

Maple Glen Sugar House 
2266 Gowanda-Zoar Rd, NY (716) 532-5483

Rhinehart Maple Products 
5309 Maple Springs-Ellery Rd, Bemus Pt, NY (716) 287-3575

Scott’s Farm and Greenhouse 
6029 Rt 60, Sinclairville, NY (845) 590-7274

Steward’s Dairy 
22 Messinger Rd, Randolph, NY (716) 397-2855

Sticky Paws-Maple Lane Foods 
1254 Dredge Rd, South Dayton, NY (855) 912-2639

Weatherhill Farm 
8884 Hahn Rd, Fredonia, NY (716) 673-6518

Proud members of the Chautauqua County & NYS Maple Producers
Assn: supporting research, educational outreach & marketing for

our industry. 

Please buy local & purchase your pure NYS
Maple Syrup at one of these locations today!

High quality maple syrup
& maple products

including maple
popcorn, maple cream,
Bourban maple, candy,

sugar, mustard & more!

Gustafson Maple
Country USA 

2507 Quaint Rd.
Falconer, NY 
716-499-8207

World-Famous
Cotton Candy!

We ship anywhere!

The Agriculture Program is one of many 
programs offered by Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Chautauqua County (CCE-
Chautauqua). CCE-Chautauqua is a 
subordinate governmental agency with an 
educational mission that operates under a form 
of organization and administration approved by 
Cornell University as agent for the State of New 
York. It is tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. The association is part 
of the national cooperative extension system, an 
educational partnership between County, State, 
and Federal governments. As New York’s land 
grant university Cornell administers the system 
in this state. Each Cornell Cooperative Extension 
association is an independent employer that is 
governed by an elected Board of Directors with 
general oversight from Cornell. All associations 
work to meet the needs of the counties in which 
they are located as well as state and national 
goals. For more information, call 716-664-9502 
or visit our website at www.cornell.edu.

Please buy local & purchase your pure NYS 
Maple Syrup at one of these locations today!

March is Maple Month

Maple Producers
that give us the real stuff
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Serving hand breaded chicken  
prepared & fried to order! 

Focused on flavor, freshness, & quality.
Gluten-Free & Dairy-Free Options

36 W Main St Fredonia, NY 14063 • (716) 680-8065
www.angrysquirrel.net  •  Find us on Facebook

BOCES Students Hear about 
Opportunities in Building 

Construction Trades

Contributed by
Jamestown BPU

Jamestown Board of Public Utilities 
(BPU) Business Development 
Coordinator Ellen Ditonto recently 
appeared as a guest speaker in the 
Fundamental Building Systems and 
Welding Programs at the Cattaraugus-
Allegany (CA) BOCES Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) Center.

Ditonto focused her presentation 
on opportunities in the building 
construction trades, including 
electrical utility work and on the 
hard and soft skills employers seek in 
prospective employees. The group of 
students consists entirely of seniors 
enrolled in the two programs.

“These students are preparing 
to graduate and are looking for 
apprenticeships and other entry-
level positions in a variety of building 
trades,” Ditonto said. “It is an 
impressive group of students who 

have excelled under the leadership of 
CTE Instructor Scott Hillman.”

As Business Development 
Coordinator for the Jamestown BPU, 
Ditonto has been part of workforce 
development initiatives, including the 
development of the “Smart Buildings” 
certificate program through 
Jamestown Community College’s 
Workforce Development Program.

CA BOCES Assistant Superintendent 
for Career and Technical Education 
Chris Gagliardo said that industry-
specific speakers are important to 
overall student development.

"We are grateful to organizations 
like the Jamestown Board of Public 
Utilities for taking the time to discuss 
the relevant skills and training that 
are useful in today's workplace," 
said Gagliardo. "It offers another 
perspective outside of their classroom 
training to prepare them for the next 
steps in their education and career." 

Chautauqua County Advances 
Phase 3 Sewer Expansion 
Around Chautauqua Lake 

Final project phase will extend service from Point 
Chautauqua to Midway State Park, supported by a 
$17.8 million New York State Water Infrastructure 

Improvement Grant.

Contributed by
Chautauqua County

Chautauqua County officials today 
announced plans to move forward 
with Phase 3 of the South & Center 
Chautauqua Lake Sewer District 
(SCCLSD) expansion, marking the 
final stretch in the decades-long effort to 
establish public sewer service around the 
entirety of Chautauqua Lake.

Phase 3 will extend public sewer 
infrastructure from Point Chautauqua 
to Midway State Park, effectively closing 
the remaining gap and completing the 
system connection around the lake’s 
south and northern basins.

County Executive PJ Wendel called 
the announcement one of the most 
significant infrastructure advancements 
in recent county history. “From day 
one, completing public sewer around 
Chautauqua Lake has been one of 
my top priorities,” said Wendel. “For 
years, we’ve talked about installing that 
‘golden pipe’ to connect the system 
ends — and now, we’re on the verge 
of making it a reality. This investment 
protects our environment, supports 
our tourism economy, and ensures that 
future generations can enjoy the beauty 
and integrity of Chautauqua Lake. I 
am grateful to Governor Hochul and 
our state partners for recognizing the 
importance of this project and providing 
the critical funding to move it forward.”

This transformative project has 
been made possible in large part by 
a $17,795,000 New York State 
Water Infrastructure Improvement 
(WIIA) Grant, awarded through the 
Environmental Facilities Corporation 
on behalf of Governor Kathy Hochul. 
The funding will significantly offset 
eligible project costs and ensure the 
continued protection of water quality in 
the Chautauqua Lake watershed.

“This is the moment we have been 
working toward,” said Thomas Walsh, 
Director of the South and Center 
Chautauqua Lake Sewer District. 
“Phase 3 represents the final link in a 
system that will protect Chautauqua 
Lake for generations. With the support 

of New York State and our local partners, 
we are advancing critical infrastructure 
that reduces nutrient loading, replaces 
aging septic systems, and strengthens the 
environmental health of our community.”

The sewer district expansion has been in 
development for decades, with renewed 
momentum over the past several years. 
Phase 2, currently underway, expanded 
service along the west side of the lake 
and set the stage for this final phase of 
construction.

Karen Rine, South and Center 
Chautauqua Lake Sewer District Board 
Chair, emphasized the significance of 
this milestone. “This project is the result 
of persistence, teamwork, and a shared 
commitment to safeguarding our lake. 
Completing the connection from Point 
Chautauqua to Midway State Park fulfills 
a long-standing vision. We are proud of 
the dedication shown by our director, 
staff, board members, and partners 
who have worked tirelessly to make this 
possible.”

Chautauqua County Legislature 
Chairman Pierre Chagnon noted the 
broader impact of the expansion. “Major 
public works projects like this require 
determination and sustained support 
at every level of government. Finalizing 
public sewer around Chautauqua Lake 
will fulfill the goal established by County 
Executive Horrigan in 2013. This is a 
historic achievement that will improve 
water quality, strengthen property values, 
and support the long-term vitality of our 
lake communities.”

The Environmental Facilities 
Corporation will work closely with 
County and Sewer District officials as the 
project advances toward execution of a 
formal grant agreement and construction 
milestones. Work on Phase 3 is expected 
to proceed following final design, 
permitting, and financing approvals.
Upon completion, the expansion will 
represent a generational investment in 
infrastructure, environmental protection, 
and the continued stewardship of one of 
Chautauqua County’s most treasured 
natural resources. To learn more, view the 
South & Center Chautauqua Lake Sewer 
District Phase 3 Map, Plan and Report 
online at: chautauquacountyny.gov.

Dunkirk Antique Co-op
212 Lake Shore Dr E • Dunkirk, NY

(716) 366-0933

Open Daily 10-6



Happy St. Patrick's Day! 13March 16, 2026

Cost: $15 per person
(2-6 per team)

(716) 664-6256     FentonHistoryCenter.org

@ Shawbucks
212 W. 2nd St., Jamestown, NY 14701

This is a fundraiser and the proceeds benefit the
Fenton History Center’s mission to share

and preserve the history of our community.

Fenton History Center
PRESENTS

WEDNESDAYS
IN MARCH @ 7 PM

Edgewood Communities proudly 
announced the success of its annual 
Chili Cook-Off, selecting the Temple 
Sunshine Closet as this year’s bene-
factor. The event raised $150 in dona-
tions along with a generous collection 
of singleserve, shelfstable food items 
to support the program’s Weekend 
Food Bag initiative. 

This year’s partnership carried special 
meaning for both Edgewood Com-
munities and the Falconer Central 
School District. Edgewood resident 
Ken Vossler, a retired principal of 
Paul B.D. Temple Elementary Sch-
ool, shares a direct connection to the 
school, the very location where the 
Temple Sunshine Closet now operates, 
creating a heartfelt bridge between the 
seniors of Edgewood and the students 
of Temple Elementary. 

In the event pho-
to are Vossler, 
Molly Gustaf-
son, founder 
of the Temple 
Sunshine Clo-
set, and Sue 
Flynn, coordi-
nator of the Chili 
Cook-Off. Gustafson, 
a PreK teacher at Paul B.D. 
Temple Elementary, also has two 
aunts who reside within Edgewood 
Communities, deepening the interge-
nerational ties celebrated through this 
donation. 

The Temple Sunshine Closet wel-
comes support from community 

members, organizations, and local bu-
sinesses. Ways to help include:

•	 Donate Items: singleserve shelfs-
table foods, hygiene products, 
children’s clothing, and school 
supplies.
•	  Make a Financial Contribu-

tion: as a 501(c)(3), all 
monetary donations 

are taxdeductible 
and directly 
support year-
round student 
needs.

•	  Get Invol-
ved: groups and 

volunteers can assist 
through supply drives, 

sponsorships, or ongoing support 
initiatives.

For more information or to stay up-
dated, supporters can contact Paul 
B.D. Temple Elementary School and 
follow the Temple Sunshine Closet 
Facebook page.

Edgewood Communities’ 
Annual Chili Cook-Off Raises 
Funds and Food Donations 
for Temple Sunshine Closet

Contributed by
Edgewood Communities

   OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
   (Closed Sundays)

Catering Available • We Deliver 

718 W. 3rd. Street Jamestown

716.488.7468

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

BRING THIS COUPON 
IN FOR A FREE CANOLI
La Cucina Della Nonna • 718 W 3rd St, Jamestown, NY

FREE Wifi!

Honoring Those Who Have 
Touched Our Lives

Gifts to WMH Foundation
Contributed by

St. Susans Center

Tribute Gifts offer a unique 
opportunity to recognize someone 
who has memorably touched your 
life. Remembering a family member, 
a dear friend, or a colleague (in 
life or in death) is something that 
many members in our community 
customarily do at the Westfield 
Memorial Hospital Foundation 
(WMHF). 

Many are familiar with the hospital 
foundation’s mission and how it helps 
the hospital remain on the cutting edge 
of patient care. Having celebrated its 
47th Anniversary year, the WMHF, via 
its donors, continues its philanthropy 
by promoting outstanding healthcare.
Donating a Memorial Gift to honor 
the memory of a friend or loved 
one who is no longer with us or 
recognizing a dear friend or loved one 
with an Honorarium is an appropriate 
expression of thoughtfulness and 
always appreciated.

Following are those remembered in 
2025:

Memorials:
Betty Baran Andes from Helen Baran
Brenda Eno from Lorraine Dickinson
Randy Henderson from Sarah Fritz
Marlene Lucas from Rose and Greg 
Panko 
Jack McCredie from Yvonne 
McCredie
Carolyn Rawlinson from Helen 
Baran, Carol Jablonski, Rose & Jim 
Van Volkenburg

Honorariums:
In Honor of Rodney J. Buchanan, 
DNP, RN, CFRN from Patricia and 
Lou DiPalma 

In Honor of Barry Wright’s 
retirement from WMH from Patricia 
and Lou DiPalma 

Other ways to make a tribute gift to 
the hospital Foundation include the 
following:
•	 By celebrating many of life’s 

wonderful occasions – the birth 
of a child, birthdays, graduations, 
weddings, anniversaries, retirement, 
or other important events.

•	 Saying thank you to someone 
who has made a difference in 
your life. Gifts may be made in 
honor of another that you wish to 
acknowledge or recognize for any 
reason, such as a friend, relative, 

neighbor, co-worker, pastor or 
caregiver.

•	 Honoring an essential healthcare 
worker. Your gift will show the 
dedicated doctors and nurses and 
support staff that we deeply value 
the sacrifices they have made daily 
in continuing to help us fight against 
on-going flu, Covid-19 cases, and 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV).

 
Whether your gift commemorates 
an event, honors an individual or 
memorializes a friend or loved one, 
the individual or family named 
by the donor receives a special 
acknowledgment that a gift has been 
made in their name.

Our community hospital can continue 
to provide high quality healthcare 
to all the residents throughout our 
community and beyond.  AHN 
Westfield Hospital is a member of the 
Allegheny Health Network.

For those who would like to learn 
more about the hospital foundation or 
to give a memorial gift or honorarium 
to the hospital foundation, contact 
Patty DiPalma at patricia.dipalma@
ahn.org; call: 716-793-2338 or visit 
the foundation’s website at: www.
westf ieldhospitalfoundation.org 
where you will find a memorial/
honorarium form on the home page. 

In the Westfield Memorial 
Hospital Foundation office, 
Treasurer Daniel K. Hocking 

and Executive Director Patricia 
Gaughan DiPalma review donor 

tribute gifts, honoring those 
who help the foundation make a 

lasting impact.
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For the Luck For the Luck of the Localsof the LocalsFor the LuckFor the Luck of the Localsof the Locals

WINE & SPIRITSWINE & SPIRITS

RaynorsRaynorsRaynors
Great 

Selection & 
Prices 

On All Wines 
& Liquor!

Tuesday is Seniors Day!
5% off for Seniors!

 716-664-4503 
213 FLUVANNA AVE.  

JAMESTOWN, NY

111 West Third Street
Jamestown NY

www.dotsgiftboutique.comwww.dotsgiftboutique.com

716-489-3003716-489-3003

Open Daily Mon-Sat @11am

47 W Main StFredonia, NY(716) 672-5537

Celebrate St. Paddy’s Day all 
weekend long!

Elisabeth A. Hall
ATTORNEY AT LAW

716-484-4100
4950 Main St.

Bemus Point, NY
attorneybethhall.com

Real Estate Law
Wills & Trusts

Estate Planning
Elder Law

Financial Advising

March 15 9pm
Diggin Roots Band

309 N Main St • Jamestown

102 E. Main St. 
Falconer, NY 

thehearingplace.net  
716-708-4343

Serve Others.
Hear Better.

Alignments  •  Custom Exhaust  •  Brakes  
•  All Major & Minor Repairs
Trailer & Automotive Sales

719-934-4950

756 Routes 5 & 20 
Irving, NY

Check us out at
Metalico.com

3 Scrap Metal 
Recycling Service 

Locations!

10224 West Main Rd
North East

5338 Route 474
Ashville, NY

286 High Street
Bradford, PA

FREE SCRAP 

METAL 

RECYCLING!

QQUUAALLIITTYY  TTIIRREESS  &&  WWHHEEEELLSS  AATT  
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120 CENTRAL AVE. 
SILVER CREEK

716-951-TIRE (8473)

120 Central Ave.
Silver Creek, NY

716-951-8033
krdplumbing.com

AUTO,  AUTO,  
TRUCK & FARM,  TRUCK & FARM,  
LAWNMOWER, LAWNMOWER, 

WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRESWHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

6624 RT 60 Between6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville Sinclairville 

 & Cassadaga & Cassadaga

716-962-9315716-962-9315

impactjamestown.com
CALL  

716-507-0627
TEXT  

716-771-2221

Jamestown’s 
Irish Pub!

1118 East 2nd  St.
Jamestown, NY

414 Fairmount Ave
Jamestown NY

Family Owned 
Since 1924

Fresh Produce
Deli

Specialty
Groceries 

Daily Lunch
Specials!

55 E Main St.
Westfield, NY

haejude.com
716-934-4840

344 Central Ave
Silver Creek, NY

New LocationAfter April 1st1040 Routes 5 & 20 Irving, NY 14081

326 Cherry St. • Jamestown, NY326 Cherry St. • Jamestown, NY
716-664-4359716-664-4359

OPEN: Monday-SaturdayOPEN: Monday-Saturday
 11am-2am 11am-2am

St. Patty’s Day Specials St. Patty’s Day Specials 
Tuesday, March 17thTuesday, March 17th

Cornbeef & Cabbage • ReubensCornbeef & Cabbage • Reubens
Green Beer • Drink SpecialsGreen Beer • Drink Specials

RaynorsRaynorsRaynors
WINE & SPIRITSWINE & SPIRITS

213 Fluvanna Ave. 213 Fluvanna Ave. 
Jamestown, NYJamestown, NY

4819 Route 474
Ashville, NY 14710

Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm
716-763-8945

AUTO REPAIR
PIKE’S

125 W MAIN ST 
FREWSBURG

716-338-8991
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Community Foundation 
Accepting Grant Applications 

for Oliver G. & Sarah Sloan 
Bauman Fund for the Arts

The Oliver G. & Sarah Sloan Bauman 
Fund for the Arts is accepting grant 
applications for its 2026 granting 
cycle. The Bauman Fund for the Arts 
is administered by the Community 
Foundation for Greater Buffalo 
and awards annual grants to 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organizations located 
within the eight counties of Western 
New York (Allegany, Cattaraugus, 
Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, 
Orleans and Wyoming) that specialize 
in the classical arts sector. Applications 
are due Monday, April 13, 2026, and 
are available at https://www.cfgb.org/
nonprofits/grants/bauman-fund-for-
the-arts/.
 
The Bauman Fund for the Arts was 
established in 1996 by Sarah Bauman 
Baxter as a unique way to memorialize 
her father, Oliver Bauman. Mrs. Baxter 
and her father shared a love of the 
classics, including classical languages, 
ballet and opera. She translated that 
love into a legacy gift, which Mrs. 
Baxter hoped would help “perpetuate 
the appreciation of such fine arts as 
an important and integral part of our 
culture.”
 

In accordance with Mrs. Baxter’s 
wishes, priority will be given to 
applications that focus solely on the 
performance of “traditional, classical 
ballet and opera on the living stage, and 
preferably of the English, European, or 
Russian schools.”
 
For more information on the Bauman 
Fund for the Arts grant process, 
please visit: https://www.cfgb.org/
nonprofits/grants/bauman-fund-for-
the-arts/
 

About the Community Foundation 
for Greater Buffalo
For more than a century, the 
Community Foundation for Greater 
Buffalo has enhanced and encouraged 
long-term philanthropy in the 
Western New York community. A 501 
(c)(3) organization, the Community 
Foundation’s mission is: Connecting 
people, ideas and resources to improve 
lives in Western New York. Established 
in 1919, the Community Foundation 
has made the most of the generosity of 
individuals, families, foundations and 
organizations who entrust charitable 
assets to the Community Foundation’s 
care. Learn more at cfgb.org.

Contributed by
Community Foundation of 

Greater Buffalo

Audubon Lights

March 27 – 28
8:15 – 10:00 p.m.

April 3 – 4
8:30 – 10:00 p.m.

Experience the magic. Get tickets today!
auduboncnc.org/events • (716) 569-2345

March 20 – 21
8:00 – 10:00 p.m.

Choose your Friday or Saturday evening from March 20 to April 4 to ex-
perience Audubon Community Nature Center’s stunning display of Audu-
bon Lights along a breathtaking half-mile luminary-lit trail through the 
woods and around ponds. Then enjoy a warm  fire, hot drinks and popcorn, 
live music and LED dancers. Pictured clockwise from upper left are Adam 
McKillip, Brandy Welch, Gavin Paterniti, Bill Ward, Luna Solaria, and Jason 
Mirek. Go inside the Nature Center for a Nature Play Area, live animals, and 
the Blue Heron Gift Shop. Hours this weekend are 8–10 p.m. For details, 
including what nights each entertainer appears, and to make (optional) 
reservations, call (716) 569-2345  or go to AudubonCNC.org/Events. The 
Nature Center is at 1600 Riverside Road, one-quarter mile east of Route 62 
between Jamestown and Warren.

Audubon Lights 2026  
Opens This Weekend

Buffalo Bulls nor the St. Bonaventure 
Bonnies will hear their names called 
on Selection Sunday. Buffalo showed 
flashes during the MAC season but 
never found the consistency needed to 
make a late push. St. Bonaventure, once 
a March staple earlier in the decade, fell 
short in the Atlantic 10 race and will be 
left to wonder how narrow the margins 
have become in a league that no longer 
forgives extended slumps. Syracuse, 
still navigating its postzone identity, 
also remains outside the field, marking 
another quiet March for Central and 
Western New York hoops. In fact, both 
Syracuse and St. Bonaventure will be 
looking for new coaches. 

That reality makes nearby Miami of 
Ohio one of the most intriguing sto-

ries on the bubble. The RedHawks 
dominated much of the regular season 
and built a résumé that has kept them 
firmly in the atlarge discussion, even 
after a stumble in the MAC 
tournament. Their case 
rests on consistency, 
road wins, and the 
eye test of a team 
that looks orga-
nized and confident 
on both ends. Miami 
(OH) may not carry 
national name recogni-
tion, but it has the profile of a First 
Four team that could quickly become a 
bracket headache for a higher seed that 
overlooks it.

Adding to the regional buzz, Buffalo’s 

KeyBank Center will host first and se-
condround games, bringing the tourna-
ment’s energy directly to Western New 
York. Neutral sites rarely stay neutral 
for long, and visiting teams often strug-
gle with unfamiliar rims and crowd 
dynamics. It’s the kind of environment 
where favorites can tighten up and un-

derdogs grow bolder—
exactly the conditions 

that produce the 
moments fans re-
member long after 
the nets are cut. 

While the men’s 
tournament domi-

nates headlines, the wo-
men’s bracket unfolds alongside it, with 
Selection Sunday revealing a field led by 
established powers and deeper parity 
than ever. The women’s tournament be-
gins March 18, with the championship 
set for April 5 in Phoenix. The level of 

play and competitive balance continue 
to elevate it as one of the sport’s pre-
mier events. 

There’s something fitting about March 
Madness colliding with St. Patrick’s 
Day. Both celebrate belief—sometimes 
irrational, often justified—that fortune 
can change in an instant. A tipped pass 
becomes a breakaway dunk. A missed 
free throw becomes a season’s regret. 
The favorites arrive polished, the un-
derdogs arrive fearless, and somewhere 
in between is the team that catches 
lightning.

So as fans across Chautauqua County 
fill out brackets, remember this: March 
rewards courage more than caution. 
Pick a favorite, trust a hunch, maybe 
even believe in a team wearing green. 
Because when the madness begins, luck 
alone won’t win—but it always gets a 
vote.

A Little Green, a Lot of Grit:

Continued from Front Page
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Big Tobacco’s
customers are

dying.

Help fight this injustice at NotJustMenthol.org

facebook.com/TobaccoFreeNYS @TobaccoFreeNYS

But instead of pulling their products 
off shelves, they're recruiting a new 
generation of smokers. 

Menthol is not just a flavor, it’s a way
to attract and addict us. Tobacco 
companies use menthol to mask the 
harshness of smoke, making tobacco 
products easier for us to start and 
harder for us to quit.

And there’s nothing just about it.

Over 70% 
of African American
Youth Who Smoke Use

menthol 
cigarettes.
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The Village of Falconer has grant 
funds available to help low- and mo-
derate-income homeowners make 
necessary home repairs. These 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds were awarded 
through the New York State Office 
of Community Renewal to assist 
nine homeowners 
living in the Vil-
lage of Falconer.

The funds can 
be used for ne-
cessary repairs 
such as replacing 
old windows and 
doors, repairing 
or replacing roofs, 
repairing porches and entries, elec-
trical, plumbing or heating system 
repairs, water and sewer laterals, etc. 
Anything that is necessary to assure 
the health and safety of the occupant 
and/or the structural integrity of the 
home is eligible, including modifica-
tions such as wheelchair ramps and 
walk-in showers. The program does 
not provide funds to remodel. In 
all cases, the property will be made 
lead-safe as part of the work that is 
done.  

In order to be eligible, you must live 
in the Village of Falconer, the home 
must be your primary, year-round re-
sidence, and all taxes and mortgages 
(if applicable) must be current. In 
addition, you must meet the income 
guidelines as follows: household 
of one - $49,600; household of 
two - $56,650; household of th-

ree - $63,750; household of four 
- $70,800.  Adjustments continue 
to be made as household size in-
creases. These maximum allowable 
incomes includes the gross (before 
taxes) income of all members of 
the household over the age of 18, 
whether they are related or not and 
regardless of their willingness to 
contribute to household expenses.

The Village of Falconer has contrac-
ted with countywide non-profit 

housing agency 
Chautauqua Home 
Rehabilitation and 
Improvement Cor-
poration (CHRIC) 
to get these funds 
out to those who 
need and deserve 
them. These funds 
are extremely li-
mited, and appli-

cations and documentation are due 
back to CHRIC by April 30, 2026. 
If you would like more information 
or an application for the Falconer 
Village Rehab Program, please call 
CHRIC at 716-753-4650.

About CHRIC
CHRIC is a county-wide non-pro-
fit agency that has been serving the 
needs of Chautauqua County resi-
dents since 1978.   For 48 Years—
CHRIC has been improving the 
housing stock of Chautauqua 
County and the living conditions of 
its low-moderate income residents.    
It is CHRIC's Mission to Promote 
Neighborhood Stabilization, Com-
munity Revitalization, and Econo-
mic Development through projects 
and partnerships that positively im-
pact Chautauqua County and its re-
sidents.”

Grant Funds Available 
for Homeowners in the 

Village of Falconer
Contributed by

Chautauqua Home 
Rehabilitation and 

Improvement Corporation

Great Lakes
Gold & Silver

Buying Today! Top Dollar Paid
Gold & Silver Jewelry • Coins • Sterling Flatware • Old Currency

Gold & Silver value is at record highs. Sell & Buy NOW. 
Chautauqua County’s premier gold & silver buyer, 

serving our community for over a decade.

Come in for a free Evaluation
40 West Main St, Fredonia, NY • 716-785-6290

Chautauqua County Department 
of Mental Hygiene Partners 

with Chautauqua Institution to 
Expand Mental Health Training

Contributed by
Chautauqua County 

Department of Mental 
Hygiene

The Chautauqua County Department 
of Mental Hygiene (CCDMH) has 
announced a new partnership with 
Chautauqua Institution to strengthen 
mental health awareness and support 
across the Institution’s campus.

This collaborative initiative will equip 
staff across all departments with the 
knowledge and confidence to recognize 
and respond to individuals experiencing 
mental health challenges. Through 
Youth and Adult Mental Health First Aid 
and Applied Suicide Intervention Skills 
Training (ASIST), employees will learn 
practical strategies to support individuals 
in crisis as well as those showing early 
signs of mental health concerns.

CCDMH Training Specialist Christina 
Breen emphasized the importance of 
expanding mental health awareness 
across the community. “These mental 
health trainings are not only critical 
for individuals in crisis,” said Breen. 
“They are just as important for those 
experiencing early signs and symptoms. 
When we know what to look for and 
how to respond, we can help people feel 
heard, seen, and safe while connecting 
them to the support they need.”

By training representatives from 
departments across campus, 
Chautauqua Institution is reinforcing 
its commitment to fostering a culture 
of care. Staff members—from guest 
services and programming to facilities 
and security—will be better prepared 
to respond compassionately when 
someone is struggling.

Coordinator of Safety & Security 
Planning Sutton Dalrymple has played 
a key role in expanding participation and 
encouraging departments to engage in 
the trainings.

“Chautauqua Institution is a unique 
and treasured part of our County,” said 
Dalrymple. Together, we can normalize 
the reality that life can be difficult 
regardless of background, while ensuring 
help is accessible and mental health 
is openly acknowledged and actively 
supported.”

In addition to the trainings, Breen and 
Dalrymple are developing a clear and 
practical mental health response plan 
for campus staff. The framework will 
help employees feel prepared to take 
appropriate action when situations arise 
and provide consistent guidance across 
departments.

For more information about upcoming 
trainings or mental health resources, 
please contact Christina Breen at 
BreenC@chqgov.comat the Chautauqua 
County Department of Mental Hygiene.

1286 E 2nd St
Jamestown, NY 
(716) 665-2317

“If God sends you down a stony path
May He give you strong shoes."

~Irish Blessing
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Jodie Foster film - A Private 
Life - to show at Reg Lenna 

Center for The Arts

In A Private Life (Wed., March 18 at 7 p.m.) The renowned psychiatrist Lilian 
Steiner (Jodie Foster) mounts a private investigation into the death of one 
of her patients, whom she is convinced has been murdered. A Private Life 
is rated R and is 107 minutes long. The film is presented in French with En-
glish subtitles.

Upcoming Movies at The Reg include: Amanda Seyfried in the period musi-
cal drama The Testament of Ann Lee (March 25), Alexander Skarsgård in the 
dark romantic comedy Pillion (March 27), and the family-friendly animated 
film Goat (April 3 & April 6.)

Tickets for most Movies at The Reg are $8 in-person at the box office and $10 
online (reglenna.com) & by phone - 716.484.7070. Family showings are $7 
in-person at the box office and $9 online & by phone. Special engagements 
are priced differently. The theater and box office at The Reg are located at 
116 E. 3rd St. in Jamestown, NY. The box office is open Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays 12 - 5 p.m. and one hour before movies and events.

Local organizations are teaming 
up to help teens and young adults 
prepare for independent living 
through an interactive community 
event.

The Game of REAL Life Teen 
Resource Fair will be held 
Wednesday, April 8, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the G.A. Family Services 
Gymnasium, located at 210 Gustavus 
Avenue in Jamestown. Youth should 
enter through the gymnasium doors 
at the rear parking lot.

The free event is open to teens and 
young adults ages 14–21 living in 
Chautauqua County who want to 
explore resources that support the 
transition to adulthood.

Participants will have the opportunity 
to connect with representatives 
from local organizations offering 
services related to employment and 
job training, continuing education, 
housing and independent living, 
banking and financial literacy, 
transportation, healthcare and 
wellness, and community support 
services.

Attendees will “play” the Game 
of REAL Life by visiting vendor 
booths and interacting with agency 
representatives to earn raffle 
tickets for prize baskets. Youth 
will also have the chance to win a 
door prize—an iPad with case and 

detachable keyboard valued at $500. 
Participants must arrive before 
12:30 p.m. to be eligible for the door 
prize drawing.

Throughout the event, 
participating agencies will offer 
live demonstrations of practical life 
skills, and food and drinks will be 
provided.

Transportation may be available 
through Chautauqua Area Regional 
Transit System (CARTS). Youth 
needing transportation can view 
routes and schedules at chqgov.
com/carts/routes-schedules, and a 
reduced student fare may apply.

Organizations interested in 
participating as vendors or donating 
prize baskets can contact Brandy 
Freitas at 716-224-2676 or freitasb@
chqgov.com.
 
About The Game of REAL Life
The Game of REAL Life is a 
collaborative effort between the 
Chautauqua County Department 
of Mental Hygiene and Social 
Services Independent Living 
Program, Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) of Chautauqua 
County, the Gustavus Adolphus 
Accountability & Responsibility 
Independent Living Social 
Emotional Learning Program, and 
YWCA Jamestown. The initiative 
connects teens and young adults 
with the life skills, knowledge, and 
community resources needed to 
become confident, independent, 
and successful adults.

Area Organizations Host 
“Game of REAL Life” 

Resource Fair for Teens and 
Young Adults

Contributed by
Court Appointed Special 

Advocates

bobnatural.com

cannabis 
Dispensary

only the highest 
Quality proDucts

1.	 What color was originally associated  
with St. Patrick?

2.	In what century did St. Patrick live? 

3.	 St. Patrick worked mainly as  
what while enslaved in Ireland? 

4.	What document did St. Patrick  
write about his life? 

5.	What city held the first recorded  
St. Patrick’s Day parade? 

6.	 What church declared St. Patrick a saint?

7.	 St. Patrick is said to have driven  
what from Ireland? 

8.	What Irish hill is tied to  
St. Patrick’s 40-day fast? 

9.	 Which Irish town claims St. Patrick’s burial? 

10.	Which city hosts the largest  
St. Patrick’s Day parade? 

1. Blue  2.  5th century  3. Shepherd  4. Confessio   5. St. Augustine, FL  6. Catholic 
Church  7. Snakes  8.  Croagh Patrick  9. Downpatrick  10. New York

Trivia
IRISHIRISH
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This July, Space STEM Camp returns for 
its 2026 season. From July 13 to July 17, lo-
cal students will have the chance to launch 
rockets, program rovers, and peer into the 
deepest reaches of the galaxy in a weeklong 
adventure that proves science is anything 
but boring.
 
A collaborative effort by the Martz-Kohl 
Observatory, Falconer Central Schools, 
and Jamestown Community College 
(JCC), this camp is designed to turn curi-
osity into actual exploration. Registration 
officially opens today, March 16th, and if 
previous years are any indication, spots 
are expected to be claimed in less time 
than it takes for a radio signal to bounce off 
the moon and back to Earth (about 3 sec-
onds!).
 
A Curriculum Built for the Future
 
While many summer programs focus on 
a single subject, the Space STEM Camp 
integrates Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics (STEM) through 
high-octane, real-world projects. This isn’t 
a week of sitting in a classroom staring at a 
chalkboard; it’s a week of getting hands-on 
with the tech that defines our future.
 
“You won't find 'sit-and-listen' sessions 
here,” says Mary Plumb, program direc-
tor. “Our students are too busy tracking 
telemetry and troubleshooting rover logic. 
By the time they launch their own rockets, 
they’ve moved past being mere specta-
tors of science. They are becoming active 
participants in the future of exploration, 
learning the literal and metaphorical tools 
to navigate the stars.”
 
"The week’s agenda is a calculated se-
quence of projects that bridges the gap be-
tween middle school science and the high-
stakes world of professionals in science and 
engineering:"
 
Robotic Rover Programming: In the tech 
labs at JCC, campers will tackle the logic 

and language required to command ro-
botic explorers. They’ll navigate simulated 
planetary terrain, learning how engineers 
account for delay and environmental ob-
stacles on worlds millions of miles away.
 
Aerospace Engineering & Rocketry: From 
aerodynamics to propulsion, students will 
build and launch their own rockets. This 
hands-on session teaches the physics of 
flight and the chemistry of what makes a 
launch successful.
 
Telescope Construction: Astronomy isn't 
just about looking through a lens; it’s 
about understanding the optics. Every 
camper will build their own Galileo-type 
telescope to keep, ensuring the exploration 
continues long after the camp ends.
 
The Physics of Light: Using spectrometry, 
students will discover how scientists deter-
mine what stars are made of without ever 
leaving Earth, effectively "decoding" the 
chemical secrets of distant suns.
 
The Observatory Experience
 
The camp utilizes two local facilities to 
provide a professional-grade experience. 
Most days begin at the Jamestown Com-
munity College campus, where students 
utilize modern labs and collaborative spac-
es. However, the heart of the astronomical 
experience lies at the Martz-Kohl Obser-
vatory in Frewsburg, NY.
 
Campers will gain practical experience 
using the observatory’s massive 24-inch 
telescope, an instrument that offers views 
of the cosmos far beyond the reach of any 
backyard equipment. To ensure students 
get the full astronomer experience, the 
schedule includes a special "Late Night" 
Wednesday. On this day, camp hours shift 
from the morning to the evening (4 p.m. to 
11 p.m.), allowing students to witness the 
night sky in all its glory under the guidance 
of seasoned local astronomers.
 
During these evening sessions, students 
learn to navigate the stars using plani-
spheres and gain insight into the daily (and 
nightly) lives of physicists and researchers.
 

Space as a Global Endeavor
 
In an era where space exploration is be-
coming a multi-national effort, the camp is 
also introducing students to the "big ideas" 
of international relations. Beyond the hard-
ware and the math, campers will explore 
International Space Policy. They will dis-
cuss why countries work together through 
international agreements to ensure that 
space is used safely, responsibly, and for the 
benefit of all humankind.

 

“It’s important for students to realize that 
space isn’t just about the 'how'—it’s also 
about the 'why',” notes Tom Traub, presi-
dent of the observatory. “Understanding 
how we coexist and cooperate in the final 
frontier is just as vital as understanding 
how to get there.”
 
Who Can Join the Crew?
 
The Space STEM Camp is designed to be 
accessible to a wide range of students. It is 

Space STEM Camp Blasts Off Again, July 13-17!

Contributing Writer
Andy Felong

Public and Media Relations
Martz-Kohl Observatory

Submitted PhotosSubmitted Photos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
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Lydian Energy – York Run Solar Project
Chautauqua County, New York

NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION REQUEST

This notice announces that York Run Solar, LLC (“the Applicant”), a wholly owned subsidiary of Lydian Energy, filed a Joint Application for Wetlands 
Permit, which included a request for a Water Quality Certification (WQC), with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) (collectively the “Joint 
Application”).  The Joint Application will be filed with the New York State Office of Renewable Energy Siting and Transmission (ORES) on or about March 
13, 2026.  The Joint Application relates to the construction of the proposed 90-megawatt (MW) major solar electric generating facility to be located 
in the Towns of Busti and Kiantone, Chautauqua County, New York (“the Project”).  

On April 22, 2025, the Applicant was issued a Siting Permit under Article VIII of the Public Service Law from ORES (Matter No. 23-02987). The Joint 
Application that is the subject of this notice covers  the permits/approvals required to construct and/or operate  the Project under the Clean Water 
Act 404 and for WQC from ORES under Clean Water Act 401 and 6 NYCRR Part 608.  

The Joint Application includes,  among other things: a description of the Project, including details on Project components, Project design, Project 
construction, and related information; an analysis of the environmental setting of the Project; results from analyses conducted to assess potential impacts 
to aquatic resources, streams and jurisdictional waters from construction and operation of the Project; proposed measures to minimize environmental 
impacts; and reasonable alternatives. The pending USACE application also addresses compliance with the Endangered Species Act and the Historic 
Preservation Act.  In general, the project is anticipated to have minimal permanent federal wetland impacts and impacts to federally regulated streams.  
Additional impacts are described in further detail in the Joint Application for Permit.  Any necessary wetland mitigation related to potential Project 
impacts will be determined by the USACE. 

Pursuant to the ORES regulations, this notice is being provided in accordance with 16 NYCRR 1100-1.4(b)(1) and 1.6(c) and will be published at least 
three (3) days prior to the filing of the Water Quality Certification request with ORES. A copy of the Water Quality Certification request will be served 
on the Chief Executive Officer of each municipality in which any portion of the Project is located, as well as those persons and agencies enumerated in 
16 NYCRR 1100-1.6(a).  

This request, when filed with ORES, will be available on the ORES website at (https://dps.ny.gov/ores-permit-applications) under Matter No. 23-02987.  

For more information about the Project please visit the Project website at www.yorkrun-solar.com or contact the Lydian Energy representative:

Project Representative: 
Sage Ezell Yang, Associate Director Development 
Lydian Energy
1255 Union Street NE, 7th Floor, Washington, DC 20002
Sage.Ezell@lydianenergy.com

Your health is a priority and finding the best care should be too. So, 
it’s good to know you have access to expert care every step of the 
way — from prenatal visits and labor and delivery to menopausal 
care and advanced, minimally invasive gynecological procedures. In 
partnership with GLPP, UPMC Chautauqua is the only hospital in the 
county offering women’s care, with state-of-the-art facilities for new 
moms and for women at every stage life. 

To schedule an appointment, call 716-664-8510,  
or visit UPMC.com/HereforHer.

UPMC Chautauqua was recognized by U.S. News & 
World Report as a Maternity Care Access Hospital.

HERE

HER.
for

8041_upmc_chautauqua_womens_care_print_4.875x7.5_a.indd   18041_upmc_chautauqua_womens_care_print_4.875x7.5_a.indd   1 1/6/26   4:40 PM1/6/26   4:40 PM

The Jamestown Chapter of the National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution met recently at the Chop House on Main to 
commemorate President’s Day with other DAR chapters and the Chautauqua 
County Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution.  The Jamestown 
Chapter also had the opportunity to award Paul Fardink of the SAR with the 
DAR America 250 Commendation Medal and Certificate in recognition of Mr. 
Fardink’s outstanding contributions to preserving the legacy of the American 
Revolution, honoring patriots, and educating the community regarding the 
Revolutionary War.  Mr. Fardink is a retired Army Lieutenant Colonel who 
enjoys researching local patriots of the American Revolution and he has been 
instrumental in having Patriot Burial Markers placed at numerous Chautauqua 
County cemeteries where Revolutionary War soldiers are buried.  He is also the 
current Vice-President of the Chautauqua County SAR.

For more information about the Daughters of the American Revolution,  
please email Regent Tammy Lachner at jamestownnsdar@gmail.com.

left to right:  Jeff Crossley, Chautauqua County SAR President - Cheryl Fardink, Paul’s wife - left to right:  Jeff Crossley, Chautauqua County SAR President - Cheryl Fardink, Paul’s wife - 
Paul Fardink  - Tammy Lachner, Regent of the Jamestown DAR Chapter - Sara K. JohnsonPaul Fardink  - Tammy Lachner, Regent of the Jamestown DAR Chapter - Sara K. Johnson
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“May the raindrops fall lightly on your brow.
May the soft winds freshen your spirit.
May the sunshine brighten your heart.

May the burdens of the day rest lightly upon you.
And may God enfold you in His love."

~Irish Blessing

Conewango Valley 
Kennel Club Establishes 

Scholarship

Contributed by
Chautauqua Region 

Community Foundation

The Conewango Valley Kennel Club 
has established the Conewango 
Valley Kennel Club Scholarship at 
the Chautauqua Region Community 
Foundation to support local students 
as a way to give back and build a future 
workforce.  

The scholarship will provide 
financial assistance to graduates of 
Chautauqua County high schools or 
Randolph Central School District 
who are pursuing an animal science or 
agricultural major. “We love working 
with donors who listen to the needs 
of the community and match their 
interests with those needs,” said 
Tina Downey, Development Officer. 
“Through this fund, the Conewango 
Valley Kennel Club will invest in the 
next generation to strengthen our 
region.

“The main mission of the AKC 
is supporting canine welfare and 
husbandry, and we agree with this 
mission.  Students who are passionate 
about working with animals and in 
agriculture are a natural extension 
of who we are as an organization,” 
said Rich Myers, President of the 
Conewango Valley Kennel Club. “By 
establishing this scholarship, we hope 

to help remove financial barriers and 
encourage young people to pursue 
careers that promote animal health, 
responsible practices, and long-term 
sustainability in an underserved 
industry in the greater Chautauqua 
Region.”

Scholarships administered by the 
Foundation help connect donors’ 
values with educational opportunities 
that make a lasting impact. The 
Conewango Valley Kennel Club 
Scholarship reflects the organization’s 
longstanding commitment to animal 
welfare, education, and community 
engagement.

Organizations, families, and 
individuals interested in establishing 
scholarship funds that support local 
students are encouraged to contact the 
Foundation to learn more.

Those wishing to support the 
Conewango Valley Kennel Club 
Scholarship may contribute online at 
crcf.me/cvkc or by mailing a check to 
the Chautauqua Region Community 
Foundation, 418 Spring Street, 
Jamestown, NY 14701 (please note 
“Conewango Valley Kennel Club 
Scholarship” in the memo line).

For more information, please contact 
the Conewango Valley Kennel Club or 
the Foundation at (716) 661-3390.

March has been its usual fickle self so 
far, featuring both some bitter cold 
weather and some extraordinarily 
warm and sunny days, but one thing is 
for certain: March is a winner when it 
comes to local food choices. 

Here we are smack dab in the middle 
of the month, and we have already 
been enjoying Lenten fish fries from 
a variety of local restaurants. Now Pi 
Day is upon us, and St. Patrick’s Day 
is approaching. If you need some ideas 
about where to go, here are some help-
ful notes to get you started on your 
foodie journey.

Pi Day is March 14, and we are so for-
tunate to have a couple of amazing 
bakeries in Chautauqua County that 
focus on pies. Portage Pie in Westfield 
is one, and that is literally all they do 
– make pies. PersNikkity Pies in Falco-
ner is the other, and while they make 
exceptional pies, they also feature a va-
riety of other baked goods.  

When you extend Pi Day to pizza pies, 
you’ll find even more to love in this 
county. Try some amazing pizza at one 
of these local spots: Ashville General 
Store; Bemus Point Golf Club & Tap 
House or Guppy’s Tavern in Bemus 
Point; P*Dubs or Steelbound Brewery 
in Dunkirk; Lena’s Pizza in Fredonia; 
Frewsburger Pizza Shop in Frewsburg; 
Busti Tap House, Honest John’s Pizze-
ria, Lena’s Pizza, Pace’s Pizza, Pizza Ex-
press, Shawbucks, SOLT Café & Spa, 
of Wicked Warren’s in Jamestown; 
Andriaccio’s or Bellini and Olive’s at 
Chautauqua Suites in Mayville; Drift 
at Hideaway Bay, Ellie’s Deli, or Villag-
gio Italiano in Silver Creek; Calarco’s, 
Grace & Abe’s, or Lena’s in Westfield. 
With St. Patrick’s Day right around the 
corner, you’ll also want to make plans 
to get your corned beef and cabbage, 
Reubens, or Irish stew – not to men-
tion specialty drink offerings. Many 
local places are eager to serve you in-
cluding: Ashville General Store, Be-
mus Point Golf Club & Tap House, 
Guppy’s Tavern, and The Green Door 
Tavern in Bemus Point, 3 Lakes Café 

in Cassadaga, Chautauqua Harbor 
Hotel in Celoron, Central Station Res-
taurant, Jenna’s 4th Street Café, Spike 
Dailey’s, and Steelbound Brewery in 
Dunkirk; Belle-View East in Falconer, 
Merritt Winery and Tavern on the 
Mall in Forestville, Buddy Brewster’s, 
Domus Fare, and The Catering Com-
pany in Fredonia; Colony Seafood & 
Steakhouse in Irving; 4 Below Hag-
gy’s Bar & Grill, Busti Tap House, 
Honest John’s Pizzeria, HotSpot Café, 
Pearl City Hops at DoubleTree, Ryan’s 
Phil n’ Cindy’s Lunch, Shawbucks, 
SOLT Café, The Pub, and Wicked 
Warren’s in Jamestown; Buddy Brews-
ter’s and Stella: A Kitchen and Bar in 
Lakewood; Andriaccio’s, Bellini and 
Olives, and the Best of Buffalo by By-
ron at Big Inlet in Mayville; Sensory 
Smokehouse in Ripley; The Corners-
tone Restaurant & Bakery in Sherman; 
Drift at Hideaway Bay and Villaggio 
Italiano in Silver Creek; Stockton Ho-
tel in Stockton; Wicked Warren’s in 
Warren; and the following all in West-
field: Calarco’s, Full Strength Coffee, 
Jack’s Barcelona Drive-In, Larry’s 
Cantina, Parkview Café, Quagliana’s 
Bark Grill, and Wanderlust Custard 
and Carry-Out. 

These lists are just a starting point. Lo-
cal dining options abound throughout 
Chautauqua County. Whatever type 
of meal you’re seeking you are likely 
to find something to suit your tastes. 
You can find these and other great res-
taurants online through the Business 
Directory on our website at www.
chqchamber.org. 

Hanover Sip & Celebrate is 
March 18

Join the CHQ Chamber  at Merritt 
Estate Winery for the Hanover Sip & 
Celebrate, Wednesday, March 18 from 
6-8pm at Merritt Estate Winery in Fo-
restville! Enjoy complimentary snacks 
along with a cash bar. Bring business 
cards for networking and for the door 
prize drawing.

This event is free for Chamber 
members and $10 per person for non-
members.  While walk-ins are always 
welcome, registering ahead of time is 

C H A M B E R
CO R N E R

Savor Special Local Dining Options
Contributed by

Daniel J. Heitzenrater
Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce

President and CEO

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23

• 2-40 yd Containers Available
• Commercial, Small Business & Residential Disposal

7534 Rt 380 • Stockton • 716-595-3186

Comprehensive Professional Waste Hauling & Disposal Service

7534 Rt 380 l Stockton l 716-595-3186
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 25

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

Chamber Corner

Continued from Page 22

greatly appreciated to help with plan-
ning. Sip & Celebrate is sponsored by 
Merritt Estate Winery and Villaggio 
Italiano. 

Business After Hours at 
Audubon is March 25

The CHQ Chamber and the Warren 
County Chamber of Business and 
Industry are delighted to be colla-
borating once again with Audubon 
Community Nature Center for a re-
gion-wide Business After Hours event. 
It will be held Wednesday, March 25 
from 5:30-7:30pm. All local business-
people are invited to attend this spe-
cial networking event, which will in-
clude complimentary appetizers and 
beverages, with tip proceeds benefit-
ting Audubon Community Nature 
Center’s mission of connecting people 
to nature. Bring business cards for 
networking and door prize drawings. 

Attendees are invited to stay for a spe-
cial private viewing of Audubon Lights 
after the networking event. The dis-
play features a half-mile trail of won-
der, where visitors can walk among 
thousands of lights—from twinkling 
trailside luminaries to towering trees 
bathed in color. 

CHQ Chamber member organiza-
tions can send two people free of 
charge to all Business After Hours 
events. Non-members or anyone 
above the two-person limit will be 
$10. Registration for CHQ Chamber 
members is open online now through 
the Chamber’s web calendar at www.
chqchamber.org. Members of the 
Warren County Chamber of Business 
and Industry should email Savannah 
Casey at szimmerman@wccbi.org to 
register free of charge. Business After 
Hours at Audubon Community Na-
ture Center is sponsored by the Media 
One Radio Group, Northwest Bank, 

Seneca Generations LLC, Southern 
Tier Brewing Company, the State 
University of New York at Fredonia, 
United Refining Company of Penn-
sylvania, Whirley DrinkWorks, and 
Wicked Warren’s.

Register Now for the CHQ 
Chamber State of the County 
Event

As the CHQ Chamber continues to 
hone its series of advocacy events, we 
are proud to present County Execu-
tive P.J. Wendel for the 2026 State of 
the County. This event will be held 
Tuesday, April 21 at 8am at the Dou-
bleTree by Hilton, 150 West Fourth 
Street, Jamestown.

This breakfast gathering will allow lo-
cal businesspeople to hear the State of 
the County address directory as the 
County Executive highlights the year’s 
accomplishments, opportunities, and 
priorities. A moderated question and 
answer session will follow the pre-
sentation, giving guests a chance to 
engage in meaningful discussion and 
have their concerns addressed.

The cost to attend this event is $30 for 
Chamber members or $35 for non-
members, which covers breakfast and 
helps to support the ongoing work 
of the CHQ Chamber year-round. 
Sponsors for the 2026 CHQ Chamber 
State of the County Event are AHN 
Westfield Memorial Hospital, Brooks-
TLC Hospital System, County of 
Chautauqua Industrial Development 
Agency, LaBella Associates, Media 
One Radio Group, National Grid, 
the State University of New York at 
Fredonia, and UPMC Chautauqua. 
Registration is open now through 
the Chamber’s web calendar at www.
chqchamber.org.

www.innerlakesfcu.org
(716) 326-3858

Saving our members time 
and money while providing 
peace of mind for 75 years!

JOHNNY’S CLOSING SATURDAY, FEB. 1 AT 7PM 
AND REOPENING MARCH 17 AT 11AM.

966 Fairmount Ave • Jamestown, NY • (716) 664-2881
966 Fairmount Ave l Jamestown, NY 14701

(716)664-2881 l www.johnnyslunch.com

Behind 
every small 
business is 
a family! 

NOW 
REOPENED
FOR THE 
SEASON

966 Fairmount Ave l Jamestown, NY 14701
(716)664-2881 l www.johnnyslunch.com

Behind 
every small 
business is 
a family! 

NOW 
REOPENED
FOR THE 
SEASON

GET 
READY!

OPENING 
FOR THE 
SEASON 

MARCH 23

Serving Smiles for 90 Years!
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Community Helping Hands (CHH) will be pausing their 
thrift store operations. This means that donations of 
clothing, furniture and household goods are not being 
accepted. 

March 20 will be the last day to shop in the thrift 
stores. Only clients who already have appointments 
prior to March 20 will be served.  During this pause 
in CHH thrift store operations, the Mental Health 
Association (MHA) and St. Susan’s Soup Kitchen will 
continue their operations in the Gateway Center 
without disruption.   

We appreciate your support, both past and present 
and please watch for future announcements so you do 
not miss updates.  If you have questions or concerns, 
please email office.chh@gmail.com.   

Community Helping Hands 
Pausing Operations

open to those entering grades 7–9 who 
are enrolled in public schools across the 
Western New York region. Recogniz-
ing the close-knit nature of our region, 
the camp also welcomes students from 
Northwest Pennsylvania and local pri-
vate schools, provided they can provide 
proof of vaccinations required by New 
York public schools.
 
The Essentials:
 
Dates: July 13–17, 2026.
 
Cost: Only $50 per camper, thanks to 
generous local grants and a dedicated 
team of volunteers. This keeps the barrier 
to entry low for families while provid-
ing a high-value educational experience. 
(Waitlisted students who do not get a 
spot will receive a full refund).
 
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Wednesday 
(Star Party Night) from 4 p.m. to 11 p.m.
 
Transportation: Families are respon-
sible for drop-off and pick-up at the JCC 
Jamestown campus daily. However, a bus 
provided by Falconer Central Schools 
will handle the transport between JCC 
and the Martz-Kohl Observatory, mak-
ing it seamless for the campers.

 
Meals: A daily snack is provided, along 
with dinner on Wednesday and a celebra-
tory reception on Friday. Students are 
asked to pack a lunch and a water bottle 
for other days.
 
Registration: https://martzobservatory.
org/space-stem-camp/
 
A Community Mission
 
Now in its fourth year of inspiring young 
minds, the camp remains a testament 
to what local organizations can achieve 
when they pool their resources. Support-
ed by guest speakers, local teachers, and 
observatory astronomers, the program 
bridges the gap between middle school 
curiosity and real-world career paths in 
aerospace, engineering, and physics.
 
On the final afternoon, families are in-
vited to the observatory for a reception 
to see what their campers have accom-
plished. It’s more than just a camp; it’s a 
launchpad for the next generation of re-
gional leaders.
 
For more information or to register 
starting today, March 16th, please visit 
https://martzobservatory.org

Space STEM Camp Blasts Off Again, July 13-17!

Continued from Page 20

Members of the Rotary Club of Jamestown participated in the Coldest 
Night of the Year event in downtown Jamestown on Saturday, February 28. 
The family-friendly winter walk is held each year to raise awareness around 
the issue of homelessness and is also intended to raise vital funds for lo-
cal organizations serving people experiencing homelessness, hunger, and 
hardship. This year's event in Jamestown benefitted the YWCA of James-
town's Empower Her Housing initiative, which is designed to meet women 
and families where they are. Through Legacy House and First House, wo-
men and children who are homeless or at risk of homelessness are pro-
vided safe, stable, and affordable transitional housing. Participants are also 
supported in identifying their capabilities, building essential life skills, and 
moving toward healthy, independent living. The local Jamestown Rotary 
club had over 30 people supporting the team of walkers, with over $1,250 
raised for the YWCA program - which reportedly saw an estimated $25,000 
total raised for the event. Pictured are the Rotary Club of Jamestown team, 
including club treasurer Ruth Lundin; members Sharon Hamilton and Joni 
Blackman; and member Brandon O'Dell and club vice president Zach Agett, 
along with their families. (Submitted Photo)

Rotary Club of Jamestown 
Supports Local Coldest Night 

of the Year Initiative

Happy
St. Patty’s 

Day!
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The Statewide Senior Action 
Council of New York has long been 
a leading voice for older adults, 
working to protect and expand the 
rights, benefits, and quality of life of 
seniors across the state.

Founded to ensure that older New 
Yorkers are not overlooked in public 
policy decisions, the organization 
focuses on advocacy, education, and 
grassroots action. Its mission centers 
on economic security, accessible 
healthcare, affordable housing, and 
the preservation of essential services 
that allow seniors to live with dignity 
and independence.

One of the Council’s primary 
areas of focus is healthcare. The 
organization actively monitors 
changes to Medicare, Medicaid, and 
prescription drug policies, educating 
seniors about their benefits while 
advocating against cuts that could 
threaten access to care. Through 
workshops, informational materials, 
and community outreach, the 
Council helps seniors better 
understand complex healthcare 
systems and their rights within 
them.
The Council also champions 
economic justice for retirees, 
including protections for pensions 
and Social Security, fair utility rates, 
and consumer protections against 
fraud and financial exploitation. By 

working with legislators and state 
agencies, the organization seeks to 
ensure that seniors can maintain 
financial stability in an increasingly 
costly economy.

A key strength of the Statewide 
Senior Action Council is its 
grassroots approach. Members 
are encouraged to participate in 
advocacy efforts such as letter-
writing campaigns, public hearings, 
and meetings with elected officials. 
This involvement ensures that the 
voices of older adults are heard 
directly by decision-makers at the 
local and state levels.

With a growing senior population 
in New York, the work of the 
Statewide Senior Action Council 
remains as relevant as ever. By 
combining advocacy, education, 
and community engagement, the 
organization continues to play a vital 
role in shaping policies that impact 
millions of older New Yorkers.

For seniors seeking information, 
support, or a way to get involved, the 
Statewide Senior Action Council 
offers an avenue to turn individual 
concerns into collective action—
strengthening the voice of older 
adults across the state. Statewide 
can be contacted at 1-800-333-4374 
or email at info@nysenior.org . 

Chautauqua County NY Connects 
can be reached by phone at 716-753-
4582, by email at ccnyc@chqgov.
com or by visiting your nearest 
Office for Aging Services location 
during normal business hours.

Statewide Senior Action 
Council Advocates for New 

York’s Older Adults 

Senior Scene with Bridgette Paoletta

Contributed by
Bridgette Paoletta

Coordinator of Aging Services 
Chautauqua County Office for Aging 

Services

Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) of Chautauqua County is 
thrilled to announce its 18th Annual 
Come to the Table Auction, taking place 
on Thursday, May 14, at an exciting new 
venue — the Chautauqua Harbor 
Hotel in Celoron, NY. Doors open at 5 
p.m., with the live table auction beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. The evening will feature hors 
d’oeuvres, raffles, live entertainment, a 
cash bar, and more. Tickets are $20 and 
include entry into a door prize drawing. 
The public is invited to attend.

Come to the Table offers guests a 
one-of-a-kind experience, showcasing 
approximately 25 themed tablescapes 
creatively designed by local artisans, 
businesses, and CASA supporters. 
Both new and seasoned table designers 
are encouraged to participate, making 
this event a welcoming and inspiring 
opportunity for first-time designers and 
returning favorites alike. Guests can bid 
on the tables during the live auction, 
with the highest bidder taking home 
everything on the table — from gift 
certificates and experiences to décor, 
sports memorabilia, and more. Past 
themes have ranged from A Heroes 
Dinner, featuring a private meal and tour 
at the Jamestown Fire Department, to 
an immersive Joshua Tree National Park 
vacation escape. 

“This year’s event is especially exciting as 
we welcome our supporters to a brand-
new venue,” said Kathy Park, Executive 
Director of CASA of Chautauqua 
County. “The Chautauqua Harbor Hotel 
provides a beautiful setting for Come 
to the Table and allows us to elevate 
this beloved community event while 
continuing to shine a spotlight on our 
mission.”

Table designers will also compete for 
awards in five categories: most whimsical, 
most artistic, most original, most elegant, 
and people’s choice. Winners receive a 
certificate and bragging rights for the year. 
The event is a long-standing community 
favorite and a unique opportunity for 
groups and organizations to showcase 
their creativity while supporting a 
meaningful cause.

A table designer packet is available 
online at www.ChautauquaCASA.
com. Table requirements are minimal, 

and themed tables may include gift 
certificates, experiences, antiques, and 
more. The table designer entry form is 
due Wednesday, March 25.

Come to the Table also offers 
numerous ways for local businesses and 
organizations to get involved through 
event sponsorships, which provide 
strong public visibility and recognition 
throughout the evening.

“This event would not be possible 
without the continued generosity of 
our supporters,” said Kelly Fiorella, 
Fund Development Coordinator of 
CASA of Chautauqua County. “We are 
incredibly grateful to everyone who gives 
so faithfully to our mission, allowing 
us to continue advocating for the most 
underserved youth in our communities. 
Come to the Table truly reflects the 
compassion and commitment of our 
community.”

Tickets may be purchased online, from 
any CASA board or staff member, or at 
the door. To become a sponsor, table 
designer, or to donate to the basket raffle, 
contact Kelly Fiorella at kfiorellacasa@
gmail.com.

All funds raised from Come to the 
Table directly support CASA’s mission 
of recruiting, training, and supporting 
volunteers who advocate for abused 
and neglected children in Chautauqua 
County. Those unable to attend but 
wishing to support CASA may make a 
tax-deductible donation online at www.
ChautauquaCASA.com or by mailing a 
check to CASA of Chautauqua County, 
Inc., 2 Academy Street, Suite 5, Mayville, 
NY 14757.

About CASA of Chautauqua
The mission of the Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA) of 
Chautauqua County is to provide an 
independent voice in court, advocating 
for the best interests of abused and 
neglected children in the pursuit of 
finding safe and permanent homes. 
CASA of Chautauqua County, Inc. 
relies on highly trained volunteers who 
are appointed by a Chautauqua County 
Family Court Judge to advocate for 
children in court. These volunteers work 
with relevant agencies and parties in 
order to advocate for the best interests of 
the child. With the information provided 
by the CASA volunteer, Family Court 
Judges are better able to make informed 
decisions as to what is best for the child. 
CASA of Chautauqua County is a United 
Way Community Partner.

Come to the Table for CASA 
Calling All Table Designers!

Contributed by
Court Appointed Special 

Advocates

May the luck of the Irish possess you.
May the devil fly off with your worries.

May God bless you forever and ever.
~Irish Blessing
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Total Car CareTotal Car Care

6624 Route 606624 Route 60
CassadagaCassadaga
962-9315 962-9315 ll 595-3408 595-3408
gaymarktireandwheel.com
gaymarktireandwheel.com

Repair Repair 
Maintenance Maintenance Inspections Inspections Auto, Truck & Auto, Truck & Farm TiresFarm Tires

CAR CARE

INSURANCE

FRIENDS AROUND TOWN

ROOFING

520 W 8th St, Jamestown, NY
www.exteriorrescuewny.com

CAR CARE
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120 CENTRAL AVE. 
SILVER CREEK

716-951-TIRE (8473)
OPEN MON - WED - FRI 9 am - 5 pm 

TUE & THU 9 am - 6 pm • SAT BY APPT.
Financing options Available

Each week, we are extremely proud and grateful to feature 
these "Friends Around Town". Please renew your "Friends 

Around Town" membership for 2026 this month. Thank you 
for your kind and generous support of our community's weekly 

newspaper. Only $25/week, full year commitment required.

CALL US TODAY! 716-720-1845

DOCKS • WELDING

5239 West Lake Rd, Mayville, NY
Office:716-753-3163

Docks and Boat lifts
In-shop & Mobile
welding services

DRYWALL
DONAHUE DRYWALL

Interior Demolition
Insulation • Drywall

Priming
CALL 1-814-706-7226

Michael Donahue, Drywall Contractor

Facebook: Donahue Drywall
donahuedrywall42@gmail.com

Scan to set up an appointment
www.donahuedrywallandcompanies.com

Proudly Serving Warren & Chautauqua Counties

• 5’X5’ TO 10’X30’ 
UNITS AVAILABLE

• OUTSIDE STORAGE 
AVAILABLE

• CARS, BOATS, RV’S, CAMPERS
• CLIMATE CONTROLLED UNITS
• SECURITY ENTRY SYSTEM
• 24 HR ACCESS & SURVEILLANCE

716-664-7396
ryan@selfstoragejamestownny.com
378 Livingston Ave Jamestown, NY

STORAGE LIVE CHQFURNITURE

  

(716) 664-3333
lafayettecornersjamestown.com

215 W 4th St | Jamestown, NY

AUTO DETAILING

731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

CATERING

3C’s Catering
The Falcon’s Nest Banquet Hall

267-4403  I  www.3cscatering.com

Order Your Holiday 
Baked Good Now!

Let us help make your next event 
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS!

3C’s Catering

Order Your Holiday 
Baked Good Now!

Let us help make your next event 
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS!

3Cs Food Truck
Check out our facebook for this 

week’s location & Specials

Check out our facebook 
page or website for weekly 

food truck locations!
@3CsCateringNY

Now booking events for summertime 
& group outings at Diethrick Park. 

MOVING RENTALS

731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

GLASS SERVICES

D&S GLASS SERVICE
333 FLUVANNA AVE l JAMESTOWN

(Across from Arby’s)

716-664-9321

AUTO GLASS  l  MIRRORS
CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

SEAWAY 
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

1286 E 2nd St l Jamestown, NY
(716) 665-2317

RESTAURANT & BAR APPLIANCESBAKERY

7 AM-4:30 PM Monday-Saturday
832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY

HOME CONSTRUCTION

36 Chautauqua Ave • Lakewood, NY
WWW. STONEHILLHOMES.NET

• New Construction
• Major Renovations
• Additions 
• Project Design
• Kitchen/Bath Renovations

(716) 499-HOME (4663)

Branden Maggio
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SECURITY & ALARMS

Total Car CareTotal Car Care

6624 Route 606624 Route 60
CassadagaCassadaga
962-9315 962-9315 ll 595-3408 595-3408
gaymarktireandwheel.com
gaymarktireandwheel.com

Repair Repair 
Maintenance Maintenance Inspections Inspections Auto, Truck & Auto, Truck & Farm TiresFarm Tires

CAR CARE

INSURANCE

FRIENDS AROUND TOWN

ROOFING

520 W 8th St, Jamestown, NY
www.exteriorrescuewny.com

CAR CARE

QQUUAALLIITTYY  TTIIRREESS  &&  WWHHEEEELLSS  AATT  
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120 CENTRAL AVE. 
SILVER CREEK

716-951-TIRE (8473)
OPEN MON - WED - FRI 9 am - 5 pm 

TUE & THU 9 am - 6 pm • SAT BY APPT.
Financing options Available

Each week, we are extremely proud and grateful to feature 
these "Friends Around Town". Please renew your "Friends 

Around Town" membership for 2026 this month. Thank you 
for your kind and generous support of our community's weekly 

newspaper. Only $25/week, full year commitment required.

CALL US TODAY! 716-720-1845

DOCKS • WELDING

5239 West Lake Rd, Mayville, NY
Office:716-753-3163

Docks and Boat lifts
In-shop & Mobile
welding services

DRYWALL
DONAHUE DRYWALL

Interior Demolition
Insulation • Drywall

Priming
CALL 1-814-706-7226

Michael Donahue, Drywall Contractor

Facebook: Donahue Drywall
donahuedrywall42@gmail.com

Scan to set up an appointment
www.donahuedrywallandcompanies.com

Proudly Serving Warren & Chautauqua Counties

• 5’X5’ TO 10’X30’ 
UNITS AVAILABLE

• OUTSIDE STORAGE 
AVAILABLE
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• SECURITY ENTRY SYSTEM
• 24 HR ACCESS & SURVEILLANCE
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Baked Good Now!
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3Cs Food Truck
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week’s location & Specials

Check out our facebook 
page or website for weekly 

food truck locations!
@3CsCateringNY

Now booking events for summertime 
& group outings at Diethrick Park. 

MOVING RENTALS
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GLASS SERVICES

D&S GLASS SERVICE
333 FLUVANNA AVE l JAMESTOWN

(Across from Arby’s)

716-664-9321

AUTO GLASS  l  MIRRORS
CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

SEAWAY 
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

1286 E 2nd St l Jamestown, NY
(716) 665-2317

RESTAURANT & BAR APPLIANCESBAKERY

7 AM-4:30 PM Monday-Saturday
832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY

HOME CONSTRUCTION

36 Chautauqua Ave • Lakewood, NY
WWW. STONEHILLHOMES.NET

• New Construction
• Major Renovations
• Additions 
• Project Design
• Kitchen/Bath Renovations

(716) 499-HOME (4663)

Branden Maggio
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Arthur R. Gren Co. Inc.Arthur R. Gren Co. Inc.
1886 Mason Drive • Jamestown, NY 14701 • www.grenbeer.com1886 Mason Drive • Jamestown, NY 14701 • www.grenbeer.com

Responsibility MattersResponsibility Matters
Anheuser- Busch Brews Its Products To Be Enjoyed Responsibly By Adults.Anheuser- Busch Brews Its Products To Be Enjoyed Responsibly By Adults.

HAVE A SAFE & HAPPYHAVE A SAFE & HAPPY
ST PATTY’S DAY!ST PATTY’S DAY!

DrinkDrink
LegallyLegally

and and Safely!  Safely!  


