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SOUTHERN

ﬂ CHAUTAUQUA
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
‘ TMPACT. EMPOWER. ACHTEVE.

716-665-7000 | www.665-7000.com

WE WILL HELP YOU
PREVENT FRAUD
BEFORE IT STARTS!

Free Credit Monitoring
Anytime. Anywhere.

Knowledgeable Team
Educated on fraud prevention.

The Secret Garden

Blue June
Blooms

Flower Shop

Pea Pod &
Juniper

Francesca's
Floral Design

Free Fraud Prevention
Seminars Call to Schedule. r

- Your Credit Union

Your Community

Jamestown Area Community
Federal Credit Union

-483-1650

LAKEWOOD:
121 Chautauqua Ave.
716-763-3642

RANDOLPH:
71 Main Street
716-358-9326

FREWSBURG:
7 N. Pearl Street
716-569-6789

PANAMA:
1 E. Main Street
716-782-2336

www.jacfcu.org

'This credit union is federally insured by the
National Credit Union Administration.

Feature your Business or
Organization in the Next Gazette

HAPPY VALE

Featured Writer

Francesca
Galbato Moran

alentine’s Day is a spe-

cial holiday designed to

honorlove and affection

in all its forms. At its core,
it’s a simple reminder to go out of our
way to celebrate the people we love
most. It has always been a favorite ho-
liday of mine. The color palette of red,
pink, and white brings me insurmoun-
table joy. Plus, my undeniable addiction
to chocolate certainly doesn’t hurt.

My brother was born on Valentine’s Day,
so the holiday was already a big deal in our
household. My mother loves a celebra-
tion, and having a family birthday and

NTINE'S DAY

a national holiday fall on the same
day truly allowed her creativity
to shine. One year, she arranged
for our Papa and his fellow James-
town Harmony Express friends to
surprise us at school, singing silly love
songs and, of course, “Happy Birthday”
to my brother. Chocolate-covered
strawberries accompanied the bar-
bershoppers, making it the perfect mix
of cheesiness, sweetness, and pure fun. To
me, that was the epitome of the holiday.

Ialso grew up in a family florist, where Fe-
bruary 14th was one of our busiest days
of the year. I witnessed firsthand people
in our community sending fresh arrange-
ments to their spouses, children, parents,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Bk U

CHQgazette.com r

— Text, call, or email today! — |

716-720-1845
cornell@CHQgazette.com
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Publisher
Lori Cornell

Two years ago, on Valentine’s Day, I be-
gan writing a love story. It’s the story of
a girl who met an opportunity, took a
chance, and fell in love.

People often ask if I always wanted to
be a “journalist,” or if my background
is in “publishing”. These are questions
to which I simply smile and respond,
“Not at all. My background is in poli-
tics” Most of my professional life has
been spent right here in Chautauqua
County, interfacing with businesses,
residents, and organizations in roles
that might more accurately be descri-
bed as community outreach and enga-
gement.

Whenlongtime Gazette founder Stacey
Hannon retired and was kind enough
to allow me to purchase her then 14-
year brainchild---to keep our cherished
local weekly out on the streets (and
online!) and in your hands---it felt like
a natural match made in heaven. I was
proud to continue her vision of a true
community newspaper and, truly, to
pursue my greatest passion: showca-
sing Chautauqua County.

For the love of our Community
We work hard to connect the dots at

the Chautauqua Gazette. We endeavor
to well-represent our thriving small

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

WE " OUR

FRIENDS!

PROUDLY ANNOUNCING OUR 2026
MEMBERS! PLEASE JOIN US TODAY.

GOLD: s500 & up

Tim Carlson

M.L. Feather

Troy Hine

Lamae & Doug McCullor
Yvonne McNallie
Thomas Skerl

SILV ER: s250 & up

Timothy DAngelo

Nancy Kerrin

Patricia & William Locke
Linda & David Melquist
Rita & Gary Mrowka

Greg & Cindy Peterson
Susan & Douglas Seamans
Kate & Dan Smith

Peter Stark

BRONZE: si00 & up

Linda & Lawrence Adams
Elizabeth & John Anderson
Donna Beal

Patricia Brininger
Suzanne Campbell

James Colby

Millie & Mike Coon

Linda & Paul Demier
Lillian & Ned Divine
Bruce & Joan Erickson
Claire & Andy Felong
Paulette & Norm Green
Lane & Mat Hagberg
Carol S. Hay

Donna Higgenbotham
June & Todd Jacobson

Jill & Chad Jaquith
Patricia Kinney

Frances Lapinski
Elizabeth Lasser

Jennifer Martin

Marge & Mike Metzger
Chuck & Sharon Nazzaro
Mark R. Nelson

Diane & Donald Nelson
Elizabeth & Frank Petiprin
Alex Rosenberg

Michelle & Jeffrey Victor
The Trussalo Family
Anonymous in Jamestown

Live CHQ. Love CHQ.

Read CHQ.

Friends of the Gazette play a vital role
in keeping local journalism thriving
in Chautauqua County. Readers can
support our work by making a one-

time or recurring donation online
at www.chqgazette.com/Support,
or by mailing a check to L Cornell &
Company LLC, P.O. Box 32, Bemus
Point, NY 14712. Every contribution,
large or small, helps ensure the
Gazette remains free and accessible.

Distributed in Ashville, Barcelona, Bemus, Cassadaga, Celoron, Chautauqua, Clymer, Dewittville, Dunkirk, Ellington, Falconer,
Findley Lake, Fredonia, Frewsburg, Gerry, Greenhurst, Irving, Jamestown, Kennedy, Lakewood, Maple Springs, Mayville, Niobe,
North Clymer, North Warren, Panama, Randolph, Ripley, Sherman, Silver Creek, Sinclairville, Stockton, Stow, Warren, Westfield
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THIS WEEK

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 &
FEBRUARY 11

Living Voices
Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown
For Info: roberthjackson.org/events

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10

Memory Cafe: Guided
Landscape Painting with Leslie

Calimeria | 12 PM-1 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

Galentine’s Paint & Sip | 6 PM
The White Inn | Fredonia
For Info: thewhiteinn.com/happenings

Cinema Series: Marty Supreme

7:30 PM

1891 Fredonia Opera House Performing Arts
Center | Fredonia

For Info: fredopera.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11

Movies at The Reg: Hamnet
7 PM

Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12 -
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Fire and Ice Celebration

5PM-9 PM
Chautauqua Harbor Hotel | Celeron
For Info: thechautauquaharborhotel.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Galentine’s Day | 6 PM
Art Cloth & Craft | Jamestown
For Info: artclothandcraft.com

Craft & Sip Group | 7 PM-10 PM
Labyrinth Press Company | Jamestown
For Info: Labyrinth Press Company Facebook Page

The 1956 Jamestown Premiere

of Forever, Darling | 7 PM
1891 Fredonia Opera House Performing Arts
Center | Fredonia

For Info: fredopera.org

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13 &
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Valentine’s Dinner
5PM-10 PM

Guppy's Restaurant & Tavern | Bemus Point
For Info: Guppy’s Restaurant & Tavern
Facebook Page

‘;"1

AROUND TOWN

Love is in the Air: part 1

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13

Galentine’s Dinner

5:30 PM-8:30 PM
The Marvin House | Jamestown
For Info: marvinhouse@marvinhouse.com

Movies at The Reg: Marty

Supreme |7 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

Silent Disco Party | 9:30 PM
Wicked Warren’s | Jamestown

For Info: Wicked Warren’s - Jamestown
Facebook Page

Wine & Chocolate Weekends

12-5PM
Lake Erie Wine Country
For Info: lakeeriewinecountry.org/events

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY
13-SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Mayville Winterfest
Lakeside Park | Mayville
For Info: facebook.com/MayvilleWinterFestival

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Wine & Chocolate Weekends

10 AM-5 PM
Lake Erie Wine Country
For Info: lakeeriewinecountry.org/events

Chautauqua Striders Winter

5k Series

Chautauqua Harbor Hotel | Celeron

For Info: runsignup.com/Race/NY/Celoron/2023Ch
autauquaStridersWinter5KRace4

Winter Craft/Vendor Show

9 AM-5 PM
Chautaugqua Suites Hotel & Expo Center | Mayville
For Info: facebook.com/chautauquasuiteshotel

Little Explorers: Tracks and

Traces | 10 AM-11:30 AM
Audubon Community Nature Center | Jamestown
From Info Info: AudubonCNC.org

Cinema Series: Hamnet

7:30 PM

1891 Fredonia Opera House Performing Arts
Center | Fredonia

For Info: fredopera.org

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Wine & Chocolate Weekends

10 AM-4 PM
Lake Erie Wine Country
For Info: lakeeriewinecountry.org/events

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16

44th Annual Induction Banquet
Lakewood Rod & Gun Club | Lakewood
For Info: chautauquasportshalloffame.org
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WHEN &,WHERE
Dates: i/a/

e Opening Ceremonies kicked off the XXV Winter
Olympic Games

e Competition: February 6-22, 2026
(some events began Feb 4)

e Focus Week: February 9-16, 2026

Host: Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy (the first
Winter Games co-hosted officially by two cities)
Opening Ceremony: San Siro Stadium, Milan

Closing Ceremony: Verona Arena

Participating Athletes: Over 2,900 from 90+ countries
Medal Events: 116 across 16 disciplines and 8 sports

Feb 9-15, 2026

This week, the Winter Olympics feature a busy slate of
competitions across multiple disciplines. Key events
include alpine skiing (men’'s and women'’s slalom, giant
slalom, super-G, and team events), freestyle skiing
(slopestyle, dual moguls, and other aerial events),

ski jumping (normal hill, large hill, and mixed team),
biathlon (individual and sprint races), cross-country
skiing, Nordic combined, short track speed skating
(individual and mixed relays), speed skating, figure
skating (men’s, pairs, and free skate segments), curling
(team and mixed events), snowboarding, bobsleigh
(including women’s monobob), and ice hockey.

Medal events are spread across mountain venues in
Cortina d’Ampezzo and surrounding towns, as well as
ice venues in Milan.

Where to Watch:

All events are broadcast on NBC, streamed live on
Peacock, and include expanded coverage programming
like the Olympic Gold Zone.

Looking Ahead After Feb 16

The Olympics continue through Feb 22 with finals in
hockey, figure skating, cross-country skiing, and more,
then the Closing Ceremony in Verona Arena on Feb 22.
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WWW.EVANSWINESANDLIQUORS.COM
986 FAIRMOUNT AVE - JAMESTOWN, NY 14701

LIKE/FOLLOW US
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@ @chautauquagazette
www.CHQgazette.com
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Love is in the Air: part 1

Editorial with Katrina Fuller

\

WE @ LORI

Editor-in-Chief
Katrina Fuller

Two years ago, the Chautauqua
Gazette, then known as the Jamestown
Gazette, entered a new era under the
ownership and leadership of Lori
Cornell, a woman with vision, grit
and an uncanny ability to say, “Can
we do this?” moments before actually
doing it. Lori took the reins from
the venerable Stacey Hannon, the
Gazette’s founder, and kept true to the
community-minded leadership Stacey
started the paper with.

Since then, she has worn many hats:

cheerleader, problem-solver,
occasional last-minute texter and a
fountain of ideas for a paper chock full
of goodness. If you've ever received a
text from Lori that starts with “Can
you give me a call?” you know the
conversation that follows will be
brilliant, and the topics will become
a headline, a feature and possibly a
community tradition before the week
is over. Under Lori’s leadership, the
Gazette has remained exactly what
it claims to be: local, community-
oriented and human.

There have been late nights, last-
minute changes and moments where
everyone collectively asked, “Are we
really doing this?” But two years in, the
answer has consistently been yes, and
Lori is right there in the trenches until
the presses are rolling!

Happy second anniversary to Lori:
publisher, owner and fearless believer
in the idea that local news still matters.
We tease because we love, and we love
you because you believe in what can be

Febrary 9, 2026
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook — O/Chautauquagazette
Instagram— @jamestowngazette

Publisher Lori Cornell

Founder Stacey Hannon SUBMISSION DEADLINES

ATt DIFeCtOT covreereeeereserseseressssesenen April Colburn ~ Thursdays at 5:00 pm

Editor-in-Chief. Katrina Fuller

Marketing Director ... ShannonNixon  pISTRIBUTION

Technical Designer ... Marc Scapelitte The Chautauqua Gazette is a locally owned free
Designer Emeritus......... ..Nick Trussalo ) o
Graphic Design Intern......... Jonah Grace weekly, community newspaper that highlights
Contributing Writer.......ceemmcessinse PatLocke thenotable events and remarkable people who
Contributing Writer........eeecsiiinns LindaKent  make our region a unique and vibrant place

Featured Writer.......Francesca Galbato Moran  to live. The Chautauqua Gazette is published

Distribution Director.............. Matt Emmerling every Monday and distributed to dealer

locations in Chautauqua and Cattaraugus

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 32
Bemus Point, NY 14712

Counties in New York and in Warren County,

Pennsylvania.

PHONE
716-720-1845

Allcontentiscopyrightedandallrightsreserved.
No part of the Chautauqua Gazette may be

reproduced without permission. Opinions

EMAIL: expressed by contributing writers, columnists
cornell@ CHQ gazette.com . ]
and submitted press releases are their own
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or
WEBSITE: positions of the owner, staff or management of
CHQ gazette.com The Chautauqua Gazette.

publisher, owner, idea generator, and stand with us to make it happen!
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VALENTINE'S
9': ° o

1. In which country did Valentine’s Day

originate? '

3. Which Roman emperor banned marriages?

2. Which Roman festival inspired
Valentine’s Day?

4. What was Cupid’s Greek name?

5. In which century were Valentine’s
cards popularized?

6. Who produced the first mass-market
valentines?

7. Which country sends most .
Valentine’s cards?

9

8. Which two European countries popularized
Valentine’s Day during the Middle Ages?

9. The first mass produced Valentine’s cards
were made of what?

10. Which poem first mentioned Valentine’s
Day romantically?
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Some Time I've Spent in Reverie

A Sonnet by Paul Leone

Some time I've spent in reverie,
Since first your beauty I'd admired;
Some reason have I to lament,
What then I'd thought your love required.
Now I've engaged your private eyes,
Or, rather, you have engaged mine,
No longer need I to disguise
My faulty reasoning’s design.
And you, your passion once concealed,
Now granted me admission to,
Our petty poses are revealed,
Our lies are made confession to.
In reverie once more adrift,

S
|
©
¢
<
|
4

I cherish now your chastening gift.

¢‘e¢*e‘se"’

To my Valentine
One Hundred and Fifty-Four Sonnets
Now available at
Art Cloth and Craft, Good Neighbor Bookstore

v— —
L eed 8, -""' -l';.."il
”It’ts better to have loved and lost tha n>

"

v to,never have loved at all.”

»

- Alfred Lord Tennyson, poet

N 7
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LOVE

is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,

Treat your Valentine!
Chocolate
Covered

Strawberries
pre-order
716-490-6820

= : :__;;'-
;Th ..:\ 3 W

it does not boast, it is not proud.

It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking,

- 3{\\ 5 Pre-order your it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
' i Sweetheart a
Beautiful Bouquet! Love does not delight in evil

Contact our team

of Florists at . .
716-483-1575 & but rejoices with the truth.

- It always protects, always trusts,
Family Owned ° Since 1924 b always hopes, always perseveres. < ' .
Fresh Produce . Deli - Specialty Groceries | |. . S
. . . ¢ M- e et 2 ¥
Daily Lunch Specials! @ & e TR &
. N . . & v - * b . -
L ' . : 1 C'orintfgans‘13:4—8 PR .
e L . « 3V, a ' * d.
- - o v . -
g q""*"‘:," " ‘v : v ‘!
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The Chautauqua Gazette is proud to feature different faith leaders from throughout
the Greater Jamestown area each week, in an effort to connect and inspire. We
endeavor to provide a variety of religious and faith perspectives well-aligned with
our diverse community and values. If you are a faith leader and wish to contribute,
please contact publisher Lori Cornell at
cornell@CHQgazette.com.

ANN AUGUSTINE

Fine Jewelry

Our personalized concierge
services provide
one-on-one consultations to
craft custom jewelry or transform
cherished family heirlooms to
match your style. We also offer
expert gemstone identification
and a selection of unique designs
from our collections.

Book a consultation

www.annaugustinejewelry.com |
0 @ann.augustinejewelry \
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Love is in the Air: part1

Valentine's Day

Continued from Front Page

neighbors, and friends. Or the high
schools that organized carnation sales,
which I couldn’t wait to participate in.
It was heartwarming to see the support
for my family’s business, but even more
touching to watch people take that ex-
tra step to make someone else’s day feel
special. I will die on the hill that there
are few things better than being sur-
prised with fresh flowers. Maybe I'm
biased, but I still get teary-eyed every
time my husband brings home a bou-
quet. On many birthdays, my parents
sent me flowers wherever I lived, from
Baltimore to Pittsburgh, to Manhat-
tan, and Buffalo. And even the times
my nieces hand-picked flowers, mostly
dandelions, from the backyard. To me,
getting fresh flowers brings instant but-
terflies.

I'm now in the jewelry industry, and
for the past few years, my Februarys
have been spent delivering custom en-
gagement rings and deeply sentimental
pieces to clients, with the occasional
heart-shaped gemstone mixed in. It’s
the sentimentality that first drew me to
fine jewelry. Ilove that a single piece can
be worn every day and still carry a story.
Maybe it’s a strand of a grandmother’s
pearls, brought over by a grandfather
while he was stationed in Asia. Perhaps
it’s a bracelet set with a birthstone for
each child and grandchild, or a mo-
dern engagement ring crafted with
a diamond passed down from Great
Aunt Betty. Being trusted with these
milestones fills my (admittedly sappy)
heart. And I've noticed that people feel
especially inspired to create meaningful,
sentimental jewelry from November
through February - a season when love,
reflection, and connection feel front and
center.

Over the years, I've met people who
“despise” Valentine’s Day because it
makes them feel lonely or acutely single.
But I firmly believe the holiday isn’t
reserved for romantic love alone. Yes,
that’s the most obvious form, but there’s
something powerful about celebrating
all the love in our lives. A little extra at-
tention and appreciation have never
hurt anyone. If anything, the world
could use more love now than ever.
Whether you're single or have been
married for sixty years, consider this
your sign to embrace Valentine’s Day to
the fullest. And to help you do just that,
I've gone ahead and compiled a few Va-
lentine’s Day dos and don’ts:

Do: Support Local

It’s hard to miss the commerciali-
zation of Valentine’s Day in nearly
every retail store. While you're plan-
ning your gifts, consider skipping
online shopping and big-box stores.
Instead, visit your local florist, gift
shop, jewelry store, candy shop, spa,
salon, restaurant, bakery, coffee shop,
or even a museum. With Valentine’s
Day falling on a Saturday, there are
endless opportunities to spend time
with your loved ones out and about.
Remember, the small businesses in
our community are the same ones

sponsoring your child’s soccer team
or donating a basket to your fundrai-
ser’s silent auction. And if you’re un-
sure what to give or plan, a gift card is
always a thoughtful (and foolproof)

option.

Do: Add an Element of Surprise
Surprises don’t have to be grand to
be meaningful. Having flowers deli-
vered to a loved one’s workplace is a
guaranteed way to brighten their day
— but maybe this year, you sign them
up for a monthly flower subscription
instead. If you’ve already decided on
a restaurant for dinner, call ahead to
have champagne waiting at the table.
Thoughtful surprises show extra ef-
fort, and that intention goes a long
way in making the holiday feel spe-
cial.

Do: Show Love to as Many People
as Possible

Mail a letter to your grandmother.
Send flowers
widowed aunt. Put together a gift
basket for your nephew. Bring your

to your recently

coworkers a Valentine’s sweet. Take
your parents out to dinner. Plan a
movie night with your best friend.
Give your sister a spa day. Send a bar-
bershop quartet to your brother.

You get the idea, spread the love. And
while you’re at it, don’t forget the first
tip: support local whenever you can.

Don’t: Wait Until the Last Minute
If you're reading this on Monday, Fe-
bruary 9th, you're ahead of the game.
And if it’s Friday, February 13th...
don’t panic. There’s still time. Many
local businesses extend their hours
and bring on extra staff to accommo-
date the holiday rush. Let all that pre-
paration work in your favor.

Don’t: Worry If It’s Cheesy

Half the fun of Valentine’s Day is
the cheesiness, so lean into it. Get
dressed to the nines for dinner, gift a
silly stuffed animal, or watch a mara-
thon of rom-coms. I promise, those
are often the moments that end up
being the most memorable.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Francesca Galbato Moran is the foun-
der and designer behind Ann Augus-
tine Fine Jewelry. With a background
in fine jewelry and gemstone expertise
as a Graduate Gemologist, she offers a
highly personalized, concierge approa-
ch to custom engagement rings and
bespoke fine jewelry, blending timeless
design with deeply personal storytel-
ling. A Lakewood native and Southwes-
tern High School graduate, Francesca
proudly grew up in her family’s bu-
sinesses, Brigiotta’s Farmland Produce
& Garden Center and Francesca's Flo-
ral Design.
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Poe Fione DBlocms

bluejuneblooms.com
63 East Main Street - Westfield, NY
716.232.4098

PEA&POD

Delivery Available 6 days a week
We are your one stop shop for eoerything Valentines Day!

Florist & Curiosities

141 Chautauqua Avenue « Lakewood, NY «716.526.1081
www.ppjflowerslakewood.com

Monday-Friday 9am-5:30
Saturday 9am-d4pm

THE QScvret (Garden FLOWER SHOP
"Onceyau@mhw you are always welcome back”

o.. 559 BUFFALO ST. JAMESTOWN, NY 14701 @ o . .
Joan Myers — Owner/Designer * 716.488. 1832

SeelouniValentinelSpecialsfonfouriWebsitel&{EaceBookd0rder{Early! W ¢

www.thesecretgardenflowershop.com

BEAUTIFUL FLOWER
ARRANGMENTS AS UNIQUE

AS YOUR VALENTINE

Contact our talented designers to create
a one of a kind floral arrangement made
especially for you.

716-483-1575

Monday-Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-12

@francescasfloral
0

375 Livingston Ave - Jamestown
francescasfloral.com
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O o seama oo | [ WCA Foundation Hosts
“Wetlands” Public Meeting #14 SOUPer Bowl Challenge

9:30-11:00 am, Saturday, February 14
The Lawson CenterlBemus Point, NY

Submitted Photo

Chautauqua Lake Property Owners Association Jamestown-Nothing beatsahotbowlof soup onacold day.The WCA Foundation
an IRS 501¢(3) non-profit corporation - www.chgqlpoa.org challenged area restaurants to compete in the Best Soup in Chautauqua County
.. . at the SOUPer Bowl Sunday XI, held at the Celoron American Legion on Sunday,

CLPOA+ Wetla ndS thlgatlon February 1st. 2 Gingers Inn located at 1118 E. Second Street, Jamestown won

the Championship for Best Soup in Chautauqua County. The second-place

Janua ry 30 Oral Argu ments U pdate winner was GameTime Sports Bar & Grille located at 850 Foote Avenue. Nearly,

$4,000 was raised to benefit UPMC Chautauqua’s Medical Lab Science Program.

A"iance Cha ngeS? Pictured: L-R, UPMC Chautauqua Med Lab Coordinator, Kyle Jordan; Michele

Harms, UPMC Chautauqua Med Lab Director, 2 Gingers Inn Chef, Shaibu Bilar

Ce ntralized La ke Authority/District Alfa; 2 Gingers Inn Owner, Lisa Painter; Medical Lab students, Kyle Owings,

Cleo McDermot, Kayla Martinelli. Area restaurants who competed were Group

F IG HT NYS/D EC OVE RR EACH & Ther-Happy, Buddy Brewster’s Ale House, Studio D Catering, UPMC Chautauqua

Cafeteria, UPMC Chautauqua Kitchen, Kidder Farms Market. Phil- N- Cindy’s

I M PROVE TH E LAKE Lunch, and 3 C’s Catering. Sponsors of the event included Media One, WellNow,
Shults Auto Group, and the Celeron American Legion. A special appreciation to
Coffee. water. and snacks will be served all gift basket donors, guests, and event volunteers. For more information about
’ ’ the WCA Foundation and to make a donation, contact WCA Foundation, at 716-

ZOOMID: 634 650 3547, PWD: clpoa 664-8665 or visit wcajamestown.org.

Your health is a priority and finding the best care
should be too. So, it’'s good to know you have access
to expert care every step of the way — from prenatal
visits and labor and delivery to menopausal care
and advanced, minimally invasive gynecological
procedures. In partnership with GLPP, UPMC
Chautauqua is the only hospital in the county
offering women’s care, with state-of-the-art facilities
for new moms and for women at every stage life.

To schedule an appointment, call 716-664-8510,
or visit UPMC.com/HereforHer.

UPMC Chautauqua

was recognized by U.S.

News & World Report CARE ACCESS
, HOSPITAL

as a Maternity Care

Access Hospital.

UPMC | cHAuTAUGUA

2026
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Love is in the Air: part 1

Happy Valentine's Day

and still does.

As the author of this column, and
having been married to my husband,
Bill, since 1970 we have learned that
Valentine’s Day feels less like a single
date on the calendar and more like a
quiet pause. It'sa chance toremember
the love that shaped us and still does.
Valentine's Day asks less of us than
we think. Only that we notice where
love has been, where it lingers, and

Contributing Writer

Pat Locke

alentine's Day is one of those
holidays that carries layers

of meaning, depending on

how it continues to matter.

where you're standing in life. Happy Valentine's Day!

At its simplest, it's a day set aside to

honor love and connection. It's a day

with heartfelt messages, roses and
chocolates. For some it's a joyful and
affirming, yet for others it can feel

bittersweet when love has been lost,

changed or complicated. The day

Many of you know me as a
personal friend and as author
of this special column, "Pat's
Pen". But | also invite you enjoy
my unique blog that features
people, places, and preservation
in our community. To those who
already follow my blog, thank
you. To those who might have
interest, simply tap on the word,
FOLLOW upon entering the blog
site: offshoremuse2023.blogspot.
com. | appreciate your help in
increasing my readership.

doesn't just celebrate love; it exposes
how much we value it.

At its best, Valentine's Day is less
about grand gestures and more
about intentional care which could
be a phone call, a shared memory
or a simple kindness. Love doesn't
stop existing when it's quieter, older
or shaped by absence. In fact, many
people discover its deepest meaning
then. In that way, Valentine's Day is
not only about who you're with, it's

Sincerely - Pat Locke.
about what love has meant to you
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Gift Boutique

A Unique Boutique in the Heart of Downtown Jamestown

Woo Hoo! We are back from the Show and open
just in time for Valentines Day! ‘

Valentines Day Gifts, Home Goods, Jelly Cats,
Cards, Souvenirs and much more!
‘ New items arriving daily « Stop in to see what’s new!
Open Monday - Friday from 11-5 & Saturday’s 11-3

Q 111 W. 3rd St « Jamestown, NY f

www.dotsgiftboutique.com

CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION

Hair - Nails - Massages - Facials - Waxing

www.stelmospa.com | vagaro.com/stelmospa

~
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1 Pratt Avenue
Chautauqua, NY
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Peat's Picks:
Must See Movies with
your Velentine

If watching a movie with your sweetheart is in your plans

< |

this Valentine's Day, here are a few swoon-worthy film choices.

e Love Story (1970) starring Ryan O'Neal and Ally McGraw. Recall
the famous quote, "Love means never having to say you're sorry."

o The Notebook (2004) starring Ryan Gosling and Rachel McAdams.
In the Notebook what really brings on the tears is the relationship
between their older characters played by James Garner and Gena
Rowlands.

o Sleepless in Seattle (1993) starred Meg Ryan and Tom Hanks.

e Dirty Dancing (1987) starring Patrick Swayze and Jennifer Grey.
Grab your favorite dance partner and have the 'time of your life' with
this '80s iconic flick.

e Casablanca (1942) starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman

e An Affair to Remember (1957) starring Cary Grant and Deborah
Kerr.

e Titanic (1997) starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet.

ON T',.!:,, Unique, quality apparel, accessories & gifts
N '
A W S, for Chautauqua’s most trendy women.
O A _
o ) ™ Hours Open:

A2 Tuesday-Thursday 11-5

et ;45;:: ¢

: ‘. re
F '_.f.
. .

Friday 11-4 « Saturday 10-4
www.cottonthistle.com

102 Chautauqua Ave. « Lakewood, NY 14750

TRIGLIA JEWELER

(formerly The Watch Shop)

Fine Jewelry Repair - Stone Setting & Replacement
Ring Sizing - Chain Repair - Watch Battery Replacement

(716) 763-8654

126 Chautauqua Ave, Lakewood, NY 14750

o/ N\

"Nobody has ever measured, even poets,
how much a heart can hold.”

~ Zelda Fitzgerald, socialite and wife of F. Scott Fitzgerald

<9 |
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BECKERINK

& Bookkeeping & Tax Prep

Offering Tax Preparation and bookkeeping services. ““gs

501 W 3RD ST STE 9B
(Sprinchhorn building through the left side entrance)

. Call/text 716-640-0590 for more info

B & C Tax AND BOOKKEEPING LLC
61 East Main Street - Westfield, NY 14787

John Morgante
CPA

(716) 326-3386

INCOME TAX SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS
AND SMALL BUSINESSES

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

john@bandctax.com

. Stacey A. Curry :
$716-262-2198 or 716-397-5488

_ staceycurry1108@yahoo.com -
\__Tax Preparation and Bookkeepin

GERACI & CO INC Esabtished 995
TAXES AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES
BUSINESS START-UPS

18 E3RD ST « JAMESTOWN, NY 14701
716-499-5646 - 716-487-2800 Ofc - 716-486-2801 Fa
taxprogeraci.com

Income Tax Preparation and

Bookkeeping Services

Kimberly Sherbine
IRS Registered Tax Preparer

716-294-9713
342 Grossman Street
Jamestown, NY 14701

LIKE/FOLLOW US
ﬁ @chautauquagazette

(@) SHARE®S

@ @chautauquagazette .
‘F 0 {1y
www.CHQgazette.com LI Edﬁ Q

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ
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"Love has nothing to do with what you are
expecting to get .. only with what you are
expecting to give .. which is everything.”

\\ ' ~ Katharine Hepburn, actress . //

Dana Corwin
Director of Chautauqua County
Office for Aging Services

School taxes can

property
be a significant expense for
homeowners. New York State’s
School TaxRelief (STAR) Program
helps eligible homeowners lower
the school tax portion of their
property taxes on their primary
residence (the home you live in).
STAR does not apply to rental
properties, second homes, or
seasonal residences.

Next, let's look at how the STAR
Program operates. STAR provides
tax relief in one of two ways: it
reduces the taxable value of your
home for school taxes by providing
a STAR credit to your school tax
bill, or as a direct deposit from
New York State.

There are two types of STAR

programs to consider: Basic STAR
and Enhanced STAR.

BASIC STAR is for homeowners
of any age. However, you must
own and reside in the home as
your primary residence. Your
household income of $500,000
for a credit, $250,000 or less for
the exemption. The benefit is a
reduction in your school taxes
through a STAR credit or existing
exemption. This is based on 2024
tax returns.

Starting in 2026, eligible seniors
with the Basic STAR exemption
are automatically upgraded to
Enhanced STAR without needing
to reapply, as the state will directly
verify income and age eligibility. If

\.

Senior Scene with Dana Corwin

STAR: School Tax Relief
Made Simpley

you currently receive the Basic
STAR exemption, the Department
of Taxation and Finance will notify
your assessor when you now
qualify for the higher Enhanced
benefit. You may also receive a
letter (RP-5300) that states youno
longer need to submit the income
information and that you have
been found to be ELIGIBLE with
the last few years of submissions-
good work, people! We have
had a few older adults contact us
regarding letters they received
from the NY State Department
of Taxation and Finance. These
letters stated that the agency
determined they no longer need to
verify your income to determine
if you are eligible for the STAR
exemption programs. Wow-great

job!

ENHANCED STAR is for
homeowners age 65 or older (only
one owner must be 65+). You
must live in the home as a primary
residence. Your combined income
of resident owners and spouses
is $110,750 or less. The benefit
provides a larger school tax
reduction than Basic STAR. There
are important changes beginning
in 2026. A few things to know:

Age Requirement: At least one
owner must be 65 or older by Dec.
31,2026.

« No local application required to
move from Basic to Enhanced
STAR

« Automatic upgrades when
eligibility is met, and income
information is current

o Income rules simplified to
include only owners and spouses
who live in the home

You should make sure that the
information on your property
and the STAR or Enhanced STAR
program is correct! Please monitor
your information on the following
website.  Check or update your
information using the Homeowner
Benefit Portal. It is on the web
at  https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20




A

MARTZ-KOHL

2L) il OBSERVATORY

Artemis Il and Beyond

Contributing Writer

Andy Felong
Public and Media Relations
Martz-Kohl Observatory

As NASA enters a historic new
era of deep-space exploration,
the Martz-Kohl Observatory
is proud to announce a very
timely presentation by Stephanie
Buskirk Dudley, NASA’s Moon
to Mars Exploration Operations
Deputy Director. The event, titled
"Artemis II and Beyond: Science
and Research," will take place on
Wednesday, February 18, 2026, at
7:30 p.m. EST.

Marking the first human return to
thelunarvicinityinoverfiftyyears,
the Artemis program represents a
pivotal shift from lunar visitation
to long-term pioneering. This
presentation will offer the public
an insider’s look at the rigorous
scientific research that will define
these upcoming voyages and lay
the groundwork for the eventual
human exploration of Mars.

The session will provide a
comprehensive deep dive into the
objectives of Artemis II, a ten-day
mission that will propel a crew of
four into deep space. Attendees
willlearn how the crew will gather
critical survival data regarding
radiation and human biology. Ms.
Dudley will also illuminate the
ambitious goals of Artemis III, the
historic mission destined to land
the first humans near the lunar
South Pole. This mission will see
astronauts explore permanently
shadowed craters to search for
vital resources such as water ice.

Stephanie Buskirk Dudley brings
a wealth of NASA leadership
experience to the observatory.
In her current role as Moon to
Mars Exploration Operations
Deputy Director, she oversees the
integration of complex mission

profiles. Her distinguished career
includes serving as the Mission
Utilization

Manager for the Gateway Program

Integration and

and several key leadership roles
within the International Space
Station Program. A structural
engineer by training, Ms. Dudley
holds three degrees from the
University of Florida and is a
licensed private pilot. Her passion
for space was ignited as a child
while watching Space Shuttle
launches from her own backyard.
This event offers a rare
opportunity for the public to
engage with a key architect of
modern spaceflight as NASA
turns the dream of a long-term
lunar presence into a reality.
This talk will be shown on the
big screen at the Martz-Kohl
Observatory and available online
via Zoom. You are encouraged
to come to the observatory to
virtually meet Stephanie and join
in our always lively Q&A after her
talk. The observatory is located at
176 Robbin Hill Rd, Frewsburg,
NY 14738. If the weather permits,
there will be public viewing
opportunities. While our lecture
room is heated, you should dress
for outside weather for tours
and viewing. More info: https://
martzobservatory.org

The Martz-Kohl
is managed by the Marshal

Observatory

Martz Memorial Astronomical
Association, Inc.,, a non-profit
organization = comprised  of
amateur astronomers. The

association is committed to

observational astronomy,
with a particular emphasis
on educational outreach,

citizen science initiatives, and
the enjoyment derived from
stargazing.

Love is in the Air: part 1
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MARTZ-KOHL
OBSERVATORY

Observatory Lecture Series

Artemis |l & Beyond

Science and Research

Wednesday

February 18, 2026
7:30 PM

176 Robbin Hill Rd
Frewsburg, NY 14738

martzobservatory.org
(716) 569-3689

The only physician owned and
operated medical aesthetic practice
in Chautauqua County.

We provide a carefully curated
range of services, starting with
medical-grade skin care lines
formulated to repair and
strengthen compromised skin.

MEDICAL AESTHETICS

RADIANCE RENEWED

Let us create an individual treatment plan
for you to enhance your natural beauty:.

716-484-4569 | chgmedaesthetics.com

120 CHAUTAUQUA AVE - LAKEWOOD, NY 14750
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Voters Reminded:
Valentine's Day is the
Deadline to Change Party
Enroliment for Primary
Elections

‘gS ubmitted Photom==""

Contributed by
Chautauqua County

An application to change one's party
enrollment for the Primary Election
in any year must be received by the
Board of Elections no later than

February 14th of this year.

The Board of Elections office will
observe special hours on Saturday,
February 14th for this deadline
from 9AM to SPM. The Board of
Elections is open daily from 8:30AM
to 4:30PM during the week and
would like the public to be aware that
changes submitted through the NYS
DMV must be made by FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 13TH AT 2:00PM, in
order for the DMV to transmit the
data to the Board of Elections timely.

A change of enrollment received by
the BOE no later than Feb. 14th or
after June 30th would be effective
immediately, per Election Law §5-
304(3). “It should be noted that
this year, the MotorVoter portal,
operated by the NYS Department
of Motor Vehicles will stop allowing
voters to make changes at 2PM on
February 13th.”
Commissioner Torres and Ellis. The

Friday, states

DMV’s online system will be taken
offline for scheduled maintenance,
as announced by the Chautauqua
County Clerk and NYS DMV.

“Voters who do not have a change
of enrollment by SPM on Saturday,
February 14 or online by 11:59PM
will remain their current political
party affiliation until Tuesday, June
30,” adds Commissioner Luz Torres.

Elections in a Primary Election
require you to be affiliated with the
party you wish to vote for," states
Commissioner Nacole Ellis. Voters
still interested in changing their
party online can continue to utilize
the NYS Board of Elections Online
Voter Registration Portal up until
midnight on Saturday February
14th 2026,” Any enrollment change
must be physically received at the
Board of Elections office by SPM
on Saturday, February 14, 2026,

and as a reminder The Board of

Elections office is open daily from
8:30AM to 4:30PM during the week
and will observe special hours 9AM
to SPM on Saturday, February 14th
for this deadline.

Voters wishing to change their
political party need to complete
a new Voter Registration Form,
designating their new political party
choice. Forms can be submitted in-
person or via proxy at the Board
of Elections office located at 7 N
Erie St. Mayville, NY 14757. Voter
Registration Forms are available on
line at www.yvotechautauqua.com
and at any local municipal office,
library, post office or at the Board
of Elections. Online options include
the New York State Online Voter
Registration portal (up to midnight
on the 14th of February) or the
Department of Motor Vehicles
MotorVoter portal (only until 2PM
on the 13th of February). Links to
both websites are available at www.

votechautauqua.com.
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Special Choices

The one that really stood out
was the girl who picked the
orangutan. I was watching her
face as she pulled it out and I saw
the sparkle come into her eyes.
I can’t blame her, that little guy
She stepped back
from the others and cradled

and cooed at the Beanie, then

is adorable.

Featured Writer
Linda Kent

lifting it, smiled with pure joy

) ) as she showed others how sweet
omething we did on our

mission trip was a vacation

bible school for the little

school where we stayed. Another

her choice was. Then she saw

me watching her. I don’t know

how, but the smile got bigger

group had it planned; we were as I nodded and mimicked her

the extra helpers, which was rocking her prize. She scampered

good because they were the back to her table and the group
There

was a language barrier, but we all

was dismissed. The kids played
with those Beanies the rest of the
week.

main Spanish speakers.

understood smiles and hugs.

As a gift for the children, I We all wondered what we would
brought most of my daughter’s
and my old Beanie Babies. I had
80 in all, jumbled and tied in a
sheet. At the end of their craft

session, each child was permitted

do with our Beanie Babies once
the craze died down. Clearly,
they weren’t going to make us
rich like some thought. But they

sure made those kids happy, and

that’s a richness I can live with.

to choose one Beanie. I can
barely begin to describe the joy

that followed.

Some just ran up, grabbed one
and left.
and picked carefully to get exactly
The girls
especially, sorted through various

Many took their time
what they wanted.

cats, bears, and dogs to get just
the right colors and textures. One
little boy whooped with joy when
he found the scorpion Beanie.
Thrilled, he went running back to
show his friends. Another found
a multicolored cat and beamed
with pride at his treasure.

.
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Peace, Hope and Joy with Linda Kent

Becoming an Elder in Dangerous Times

When Alex Holt speaks virtually at the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Jamestown’s 10:30 a.m. hybrid
service this Sunday, February 15, he
will address the subject, “Becoming an
Elder in Dangerous Times."The retired
UU minister asks, “What is the difference
between ‘elder’and ‘old'? Most
importantly, do we who survived the
turmoil and revolutionary times of the
'60's still have anything to offer as we
move through this very dangerous time
in America and the world? What did

we learn that might be useful today?”
All are welcome to the service at 1255
Prendergast Avenue. To participate
virtually, use the link at UUJamestown.

org/calendar.

\
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Community Foundation for
Greater Buffalo Accepting
Applications for 2026
Competitive Grant Process

Contributed by

Community Foundation for
Greater Buffalo

The Community Foundation for Greater
Buffalo is accepting applications for
its 2026 competitive grant process
beginning February 6, 2026 through
March 6, 2026, at 4 p.m. This process
has been revised for 2026 and is now a
one application process with no letters
of intent. Interested organizations
should read the detailed guidelines and
additional information that can be found
online before submitting an application:
https://www.cfgb.org/nonprofits/
grants/community-foundation/

An information session on this process
will be held on February 10, 2026, at
3:30 p.m. Organizations can find details
and register to attend here: https://
www.cfgb.org/nonprofits/grants/
communityfoundation/.

Applications must address one of the
solutions listed under the Community
Foundation’s four Community Goals:

Goal I: Achieve racial/ethnic equity

Solutions:
1. Promote civic engagement and

leadership.

Goal II: Promote economic mobility
through  educational  achievement,
workforce readiness and access to family
sustaining jobs for residents living in low-
income households

Solutions:

1. Improve the school
academic achievement and

postsecondary completion of students
living in low-income

households.

2. Promote civic engagement and

leadership.

readiness,

Goal III: Steward  significant
environmental resources
Solutions:

1. Protect and restore the region’s
waterways.

2. Strengthen environmental
organizations and collaboratives
to support climate resilience and
sustainability with a preference for
addressing the needs of vulnerable
communities and climate education.

3. Promote civic engagement and

leadership.

Goal IV: Promote regional vibrancy
through architecture, arts and culture

Solutions:

1. Promote equitable access to long-term
arts instruction for children and youth

living in low-income communities.

2. Promote civic engagement and
leadership.

3. Promote cultural tourism by
restoring and leveraging significant
historic buildings and architectural
landmarks (Defining historic as
official recognition by State/National
Register of Historic Places orlocal
preservation ordinance.)

Special funding is available to support
programs that serve the visual, speech
or hearing impaired that also aligns with
one of the Solutions (~$10,000).

Community Foundation for
Greater Buffalo Competitive Grant
application details:

« Process Opens: February 6,2026

« Information Session (in-person
and virtual options) for interested
organizations: February 10,2026 at
3:30 pm.

« Deadline to apply: March 6, 2026 at
4:00 p.m. (no exceptions)

« Decision notifications: Late June
2026

Applicantsmustbea 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization located in or serving one of
the eight counties of Western New York
(Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua,
Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Oirleans,
Wyoming).

For more information about eligibility
requirements, to access the application,
and to register for the information
session, organizations should visit
https://www.cfgb.org/nonprofits/
grants/community-foundation/.

About the Community Foundation for
Greater Buffalo

For more than a century, the Community
Foundation for Greater Buffalo has
enhanced and  encouraged  long-term
philanthropy in the Western New York
community. A S01 (c)(3) organization,
the Community Foundation's mission is:
Connecting people, ideas and resources
to improve lives in Western New York.
Established in 1919, the Community
Foundation has made the most of
the generosity of individuals, families,
foundations and  organizations  who
entrust charitable assets to he Community
Foundation’s care. Learn more at cfgb.org.

< >

Community Foundation

for Greater Buffalo
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Tents = Tables = Chairs »

inens - Lighting -

/f/f JAMESTOWN

AWNING

PARTY TENTS

Effortless Elegance for
Your Wedding Day

Expertly curated rentals tailored to your vision.

Dance Floors

716-483-1435

JamestownAwning.com
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E2CCB Students Help 4-H
Club Build Homes for Bats

Members of the Ellery Hilltop Farm Kids 4-H Club are pictured with the
bat boxes they recently made with the help of Construction Technology
students from Erie 2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES.

Contributed by

Erie 2-Chautauqua-
Cattaraugus BOCES

When the Ellery Hilltop Farm Kids
4-H Club wanted to help bats, they
turned to skilled builders: seniors in
the Construction Technology program
at Erie 2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus
BOCES.

Under instructor Brennan Morrison, the
Career & Technical Education students
from the Hewes Educational Center
measured and cut 200 pieces of plywood
— enough for 28 bat boxes — turning
their classroom into a hub of hands-on
learning and community service.

The 4-H members then assembled the
boxes at a club meeting,

The finished bat boxes will provide
safe, cozy homes for these nighttime
environmental  superheroes, which
help control pests, pollinate plants, and
support healthy ecosystems.

“We appreciated the Construction
Technology students’ help,” said 4-H
leaders Holly Reed and Andrea McAdoo.
“Their work let our members focus on
safe assembly while building teamwork,
confidence, and appreciation for skilled
trades”

Learn more about Career & Technical
Education programs at E2CCB: www.
e2ccb.org/programs/ career-technical-
education/

J
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A Fee Will Be Charged for BPU

Yard Waste Stickers in 2026

Jamestown Board of Public Utilities
(BPU) Solid Waste
customers who want to utilize the
BPU Yard Waste Site in the coming
season will need to pay $20 for their
Yard Waste Site stickers at the BPU
Customer Service Office.

residential

According to BPU officials, the new
charge in 2026 is necessary to help
prevent rate increases for all Solid
Waste residential customers.

Maintaining the Site at 1001 Monroe
Street in compliance with New
York Department of Environmental
Conservation standards, as well as the
rising cost of grinding yard waste, tree
parts and brush, are additional reasons
for this change.

The Yard Waste Site, open annually
from spring to fall, accepts leaves,
grass clippings, brush, twigs, sticks

and branches up to eight inches in
Residential Solid Waste

customers who want to use the Site

diameter.

must display a current BPU Yard
Waste Site sticker on the rear driver-

side window of their vehicles.

The Site will reopen in 2026 on the
second Saturday of April and on the

second Wednesday of May.

JAMESTOWN

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS,

RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE

* Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
* Boilers & Radient Floor Heating

+ Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
+ Water & Sewer Excavation

+ Drain Cleaning

- Backflow Device - Certified Testing

+ Video Inspection

PLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING

Financing
Available!

We accept all major credit cards
- e (B P
716-951-8033

www.krdplumbing.com

120 Central Ave., Silver Creek, NY 14136

COMPLETE CAR CARE
CENTER

Brakes - Batteries
Alignment
Mufflers Shocks
MacPherson Struts
Oil Changes
NYS Inspections
Windshield Wipers

ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!

AUTO, TRUCK &
FARM, LAWNMOWER,
WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

Western Plow Retailer

IR 7restone

ENOWPLOWS

6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & Cassadaga

962:9315
595:3408

"Love isn’t something you find.
Love is something that finds you."”

~ Loretta Young, actress

<9 |
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Warm & Well at Home
Initiative Launched to Help
Seniors Maintain Safe,
Reliable Home Heating

i -S'L'lbr_nil;ted' Ph'o:tb

Dana Corwin, Director of the Chautauqua County Office for Aging
Services; Bridgette Paoletta, NY Connects Coordinator; and Josh Freifeld
of the Chautauqua Home Rehabilitation and Improvement Corporation
announce the launch of the 2026 Warm & Well at Home initiative, a new

program designed to help older adults maintain safe, reliable home
heating and age safely in place across Chautauqua County.)

N\ 78

Contributed by
Chautauqua County

The Chautauqua County Office for
Aging Services (OFAS) is pleased
to announce the launch of the
2026 “Warm & Well at Home”
initiative, a new campaign designed
to help older adults remain safely and
comfortably in their own homes
while maintaining and improving their
properties.

This initiative focuses on preventative
home maintenance, particularly
annual cleaning and safety
inspections of home heating
equipment, helping to reduce safety
risks, improve energy efficiency, and
prevent costly emergency repairs.

Offered in partnership with the
Chautauqua Home Rehabilitation
and Improvement Corporation
(CHRIC), Warm & Well at Home
connects older adults with trusted,
vetted contractors and available
funding to ensure heating systems are
in good working order.

“Most older adults want to age in
place, but the cost and complexity
of home repairs or services can be
a real barrier,” said Dana Corwin,
Chautauqua County Office for Aging
Services Director. “The 2026 Warm
& Well at Home initiative works to
remove those barriers so older adults
can live safely, stay healthy, and remain
connected to their communities, while
also strengthening neighborhoods
across Chautauqua County.”

Many older adults live on fixed or
limited incomes, relying on Social

Security, pensions, or savings. Rising
costs for utilities, food, healthcare, and
property taxes often leave little room
for routine home maintenance. As a
result, essential services like heating
system inspections may be delayed
or skipped, increasing safety risks and
the likelihood of system failure during
extreme weather.

“Through this partnership, residents
can access funding and trusted
contractors to make their homes safer,
warmer, and more energy-efficient,
while also contributing to vibrant,
thriving neighborhoods,” said Josh
Freifeld, CHRIC representative.

Program Eligibility and Focus:

e Age: 60 years and older

e Property: Owner-occupied
primary residences only (no second
homes or rentals)

¢ Purpose: For older adults
struggling to afford or manage
essential home maintenance,
including this one time heating
system cleaning and safety
inspection.

The program is funded on a first-
come, first-served basis, with goals to
serve residents most in need. Funding
is limited, and we will continually
be monitoring the demand for this
service.

“We are here to guide seniors and
caregivers through the application
making it simple and
supportive,” said Bridgette Paoletta,
NY Connects Coordinator. “Our

process,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Senator George Borello
Announces His Candidacy
for Re-election to the 57th

State Senate District

“Submitted Photo

Senator Borrello at the Mayville Fourth of July Parade in 2025

N

Contributed by
Senator George Borello

Senator George Borrello today
officially announced he is seeking re-
election to represent the 57th District

in the New York State Senate.

“Representing the people of Western
New York is the honor of my life, and
it’saresponsibility I work to earn every
day,” said Senator Borrello. “Albany
continues to be dominated by New
York City politicians whose priorities
are far removed from the realities and
values of rural communities like ours.
I go there with one mission: to be a
strong, unapologetic voice for our
residents.”

Borrello pointed to a record defined
by direct constituent service and
outreach as well as high-profile policy
fights.

“In 2025 alone, my office helped
nearly 3,000 constituents cut through
red tape and get answers from state
government,” he said. “Behind those
numbers are real families, seniors and
small business owners who needed
help navigating an often-unresponsive
bureaucracy. That kind of hands-on
service will always be a top priority,”
said Borrello. “I've also made it a point
to stay accessible, hosting town halls
in every county across the district and
attending as many community events
as possible, because the best way to
represent people is to listen to them.”

Looking ahead, Borrello said the
defining issue in the 2026 legislative
session and the years ahead will be
Democrats’ controversial Climate Act
and its impact on affordability and
economic growth.

“The Climate Act and the mandates
that have followed may be our biggest

fight yet,” he said. “Since its passage,
energy prices are up more than 50
percent and New York now has among
the highest electric rates in the nation.
This isn’t coincidence; it’s the result of
Albany trying to overhaul our entire
energy economy without a serious
feasibility study or cost analysis.”

Borrello has been a leading voice
against industrial wind turbines
in Lake Erie and the unchecked
expansion of massive solar projects
consuming prime farmland across
Western New York.

“We can pursue environmental goals
without sacrificing our shoreline,
our farms, and local control,” he said.
“Covering productive farmland with
solar arrays and pushing offshore wind
projects that threaten local industries
is not balanced policy; it’s ideology
overriding common sense.”

He noted that ratepayers have already
absorbed billions in Climate Act-
related costs, with projected totals
reaching into the hundreds of billions

of dollars.

“Our strong advocacy against the All-
Electric Buildings Act, which would
have effectively banned natural gas in
new construction and driven housing
costs even higher, lead to the governor
‘pausing’ this disastrous law,” Borrello
said. “But a pause is not a repeal. The
economy and the future of New York
hinge on whether we restore balance,
transparency and common sense to

this agenda.”
Borrello also  emphasized  his
longstanding ~ commitment  to

protecting New York’s farmers and
agricultural economy, a cornerstone of
the S7th District.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Open 7 Days « 7AM - 2PM
Breakfast & Lunch

Beriuyg Peirt Inn
RESTAURANT

SWEETEST BUNS IN TOWN

Homemade Bagels, Pastries & Cinnamon Rolls

TUESDAYS: SENIOR DAY §
—— ENJOY 10% OFF ——

Just 17 Minutes from Jamestown
4958 Main St Bemus Point, NY « (716) 386-2221
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Now booking weddings
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Inquire today at:
www.whittierapplefarm.com
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Feb. 13-14: Valentine's Sweetheart M
Feb. 21| 6-9PM: Disco Night with D)

i House | 72 Main Street | Bamus Point, NY 14712 | (716) 386-2893

THE BUILDERS EXCHANGE
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SOME MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDE:

401(K), WORKERS COMP GRP#469, COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE,
ADVOCACY, SAFETY TRAINING, ONLINE CLASSES & MORE

AMERICAN DIGITAL SERVICES
SCANNING & DIGITAL PROJECT ARCHIVING

LARGE FORMAT PRINTING
www.americandigitalscans.com

Our Plan Room Saves Time & Money
www.bxstier.com

65 E Main St, Falconer, NY
(716) 665-4026

Follow Us: Hours:
ﬁ Tues.-Fri.
llam-5pm
Sat.
Mvmp5|mu3 BOOK 5 10am-4pm
Used, Rars, & Out OF Print Books

53 E. Main St « Suite B « Westfield, NY « 323-819-7135
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"The best thing to hold onto in
life is each other.”

~ Audrey Hepburn, actress
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Continued from Front Page

business community, along with the
many dedicated organizations and
exciting events that make this such a
great place to live, work, and welcome
visitors. We theme each edition to fit
the season and the spirit of our place in
time, considering every collaborative

tie-in and creative angle we can.

Speaking of connecting the “DOTS”
(pun fully intended for gift boutique
owner Julie Wooten, hee-hee!), we
exist only because of the generous sup-
port and confidence of our business
and organizational partners. As a free
paper, we rely on their willingness to
entrust us with their marketing and to
turn their hard-earned advertising dol-
lars into a worthy investment. We can’t

love them enough.
For the love of our Readers

Your loyalty and love mean every-
thing. We create for you, and our bu-
siness partners support us because you
read. This long-cherished relationship
underscores the simple truth that lo-
cal journalism lives on in Chautauqua
County because our community loves.
We value connection. We cherish our
neighbors. We roll up our sleeves and

we thrive.

In this edition, we are especially proud
to unveil our 2026 Friends of the Ga-
zette list and welcome any reader who
is able to join us. Our Gold, Silver, and
Bronze sponsorship levels are another
critical way readers can help ensure
that we remain possible for along time

to come.
For the love of our Team

Lastly (and perhaps most important-

ly), this love is sustained by deadlines
met, sweat equity given, and the steady
drive of our dedicated Chautauqua
Gazette team. Our sensational seven
are among the most talented professio-

nals with whom I’ve ever worked.

At the top is April Colburn, our Art
Director and the “secret sauce” behind
our beautiful newspaper and one-of-a-
kind design. She works long, late night
hours until each painstakingly perfect
finish. Editor-in-Chief Katrina Fuller
generously shares her experience as a
well-respected journalist and deeply
connected community leader with a

huge heart.

Shannon Nixon, our Marketing Direc-
tor, holds far more than a recognizable
and beloved Chautauqua County sur-
name. She is one of our community’s
most promising rising stars, with ge-
nius that spans marketing and creative

talent.

Our web development guru, Marc
Scapelitte, brings both technical bril-
liance and patience well beyond what I
usually deserve. Pat Locke and Jordan
Nicholson round out our volunteer
team of contributing writers, each with
a special knack for storytelling that

brings our community to life.

Last, but never least, is the man who
brings it all home to you: Matt Emmer-
ling, our Distribution Director. One of
the most organized and essential wor-
kers we could imagine, his dedication
is unparalleled. Wind, sleet, or snow,

he never lets us down.

And so, happy anniversary to us.

Allofus. WE . YOU

LIKE/FOLLOW US
0 @chautauquagazette

@ @chautauquagazette
www.CHQgazette.com

(@) SHARE®

LRETS S

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ
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"Love is like the wind, you can't see it,
but you can feel it.”

~ Nicholas Sparks, author
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Jamestown Figure Skating
Club Takes Two Empire State

Winter Games Medals

More than 800 Figure Skaters Highlight
the 46th Annual Empire State Winter Games

Contributed by

Jamestown Figure
Skating Club

The 46th Annual Empire State Winter
Games kicked off their first full day
of competition today in Lake Placid
and the greater Adirondack region,
where Jamestown Figure Skating
Club athletes
performances.

delivered standout

Tatiana Perebeinos
earned bronze in the junior women’s
event, while teammate Nora Petscher
captured silver in novice women’s

singles.

Perebeinos’ program featured a series
of double rotation jumps to include a
double loop, double lutz, and double
flip, en route to a final score of 28.31
points by the panel of five judges.

Lilyann Hewitt,
from the Skaneateles
Figure Skating
Club, the

. ,
competition's

won

gold medal, with
61.97 points, and
Annabelle Hattori,
who skated for the
Genesee Figure
Skating Club, won
silver. Her final score

was 37.46.

Petscher won the novice women’s
singles silver medal with a final score
of 59.75. A triple salchow and a
combination double axel and single

toe loop highlighted her performance.

Annabelle McKenzie, from the
Skating Club of New York, captured
the event’s gold medal. Skating
the competition’s most technical
program, which featured a double lutz,
double toe loop and double loop jump
combination, she earned 65.93 points
from the judges.

The bronze medal was awarded to
Skate Canada’s Rose Artelle. The panel
of judges awarded her 54.96 points
after she completed her program that
featured one triple jump combination
and two double jump combinations.

Complete figure skating competition
results are available HERE.

The 46th Annual Empire State Winter
Games continue through Sunday. The
United States’ longest-running, multi-
winter sports and festival features
2,500 winter athletes, ages eight to
80, from throughout the Empire
State, New England, the northeast,

g5 Community Bank

and beyond competing in more
than 20 winter sports in Lake Placid,
Wilmington, Saranac Lake, Tupper
Lake, Utica, and Malone.

For more information about the
Empire State Winter Games, go to
https://empirestatewintergames.
com/.

Fans and athletes can also follow on
Facebook, Instagram, and X, using @
ESWGames and #ESWGames.

Photos of the 46th Annual Empire
State Winter Games can be found
HERE.

About the Adirondack Sports Council
The Adirondack  Sports  Council
(ADKSC) is a  not-for-profit
organization established in New York’s
Olympic region that combines decades of
sport event management
leadership, sustainability
expertise, and creative
engagement
to  deliver
world-class
to
organizations across
New York State and
beyond.

strategies
impactful
experiences
communities  and

The ADKSC cultivates
strong partnerships
with event stakeholders, participants,
and communities by actively engaging
in meaningful dialogue and aligning
with their unique needs. This approach
enables us to craft genuine, economically
beneficial,
experiences that resonate with the values
and aspirations of all involved.

and  socially

impactful

About the Empire State Winter Games
Foundedin 1980, the EmpireState Winter
Games (ESWG) are a multi-day winter
athletic competition headquartered in
Lake Placid, NY. Amateur athletes of
all ages and from all over the Northeast
and Canada compete in more than 30
winter sports competitions over three
days every February. The Empire State
Winter Games are a community-driven
event, courtesy of a partnership between
the Regional Office of Sustainable
Tourism (ROOST); the towns of
North  Elba, Wilmington, Tupper
Lake, Harrietstown and Brighton;
the villages of Lake Placid, Tupper
Lake, Paul Smiths, Wilmington, and
Saranac Lake; the counties of Essex and
Franklin; the New York State Olympic
Regional ~ Development — Authority
(ORDA). Connect with the Games
on www.EmpireStateWinter Games.
com, Facebook.com/ESWGames, and
Instagram.com/ESWGames.
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BOUTWELL HILL SKI CLUB

- -

Submitted/khotoj

Contributed by
Boutwell Hill Ski Club

Cross-country skiers and outdoor
enthusiasts are invited to celebrate
winter at a ski party hosted by the
Boutwell Hill Ski Club on Sunday,
February 185. The event will take place
from 11 am. to 2 p.m. on Boutwell
Hill State Forest land at the Ruttenbur
parking lot in the Town of Arkwright.
The parking area is located at 2099
Ruttenbur Road, at the intersection of
Ruttenbur and Rood Roads. Roadside
signage will be posted to help
attendees find their way. Food will be
provided during the event, offering a
warm and welcoming gathering point
for participants.

The Boutwell Hill Ski Club (BHSC)
is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to maintaining and grooming trails for
cross-country skiers and snowshoers

2015 by a group of passionate cross-
country skiers, the club received
permission from the New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation to develop ski trails in
one of the county’s most snow-rich
areas.

Starting with the County’s East Side
Overland Trail, BHSC volunteers have
built four additional trails, creating
more than five miles of skiable terrain.
This progress has been made possible
entirely through volunteer labor
and successful fundraising efforts,
including securing the
needed to purchase an ATV for trail
grooming.

resources

The Boutwell Hill Ski Club can be
found on Facebook, and donations are
welcome. Contributions may be sent
via Venmo or by mail to BHSC, PO
Box 192, Cherry Creek, NY 14723.
The organization is a registered 501 (c)

~N

Come Celebrate Winter with us!

CROSS COUNTRY SKI PARTY
‘ hosted by Boutwell Hill Ski Club

Sunday February 15 11am-2pm

Boutwell Hill State Forest Land - Town of Arkwright

Ruttenbur parking lot - 2099 Ruttenbur Rd
(intersection of Ruttenbur and Rood Roads)

Food will be provided during the event.

\‘
*  Shear Style
< Julie Treadway, Owner-Operator

716-753-7750

shearstyle93@yahoo.com
b6 South Erie St. « Mayville, NY

Byron Woods Jr.
Veteran Owned/Chef

BEST
OF BUFFALO

Mayville, NY

TheBestOfBuffaloByByron@gmail.com
Facebook @TheBestOfBuffaloByByron

(3) nonprofit.

in Chautauqua County. Founded in

.

7 days a week Dine In,
7AM-2PM Take Out,
or Delivery

Available

formerly Schuyler’s Kitchen
oyt . ’
U s your tume.
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FEBRUARY AT AUDUBON
COMMUNITY NATURE CENTER

V2 7 S o

At Little Explorers this Saturday morning, you and your favorite 3 to 8-year-
old(s) might find “Tracks and Traces” of this red fox that lives at Audubon
Community Nature Center. Register by Thursday, so you don’t miss it!

Audubon Snow Camps are a great way for kids ages 4 to 12 to enjoy the
winter holidays on Monday or Wednesday, February 16 or 18,9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Enrollment is limited, and paid reservations are required by Thursday,
February 12 for the Monday camp and Monday, February 16 for the
Wednesday camp. For more information and to register for any of these, call
(716) 569-2345 or go to AudubonCNC.org/Events.

The Nature Center is at 1600 Riverside Road, one-quarter mile east of Route
62 between Jamestown and Warren.

J

CARPET ONE
FURNITURE & BEDDING
(716) 672-5171 ~ info@gotopuccis.com

112 W. Main St. Fredonia, NY 14063

gotopuccis.com

Full Strength
Coffee Company SR

¢z LOCALLY-ROASTED COFFEE W
 FRESH PASTRIES ="
% DELICIOUS BREAKFAST & LUNCH
“: LOCAL GIFTS & SOUVENIRS

55 E Main Street - Westfield, NY

> fullstrength.coffee
716-232-4230
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Best Picture nominees Hamnet
and Marty Supreme to show at
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts

. '_'Sub;ﬁ'it{‘_éd Photos

Contributed by

Reg Lenna Center
for The Arts

From Academy Award® winning
writer/director Chloé Zhao, Hamnet
(Wed., February 11 at 7 pm.) tells the
powerful story of love and loss that
inspired the creation of Shakespeare’s
timeless masterpiece, Hamlet. The film
is nominated for 8 Academy Awards,
including Best Picture and Best Actress -
Jessie Reilly. Hamnet is rated PG-13 and
is 125 minutes long.

Marty Supreme (Fri., February 13 at 7
pm.) is the Academy Award Best Picture
nominee from director Josh Safdie.
Marty Mauser (Best Actor nominee
Timothée Chalamet), a young man with
a dream no one respects, goes to hell and
back in pursuit of greatness. The film

is nominated for 9 Academy Awards

Marty Supreme is rated R and is 149
minutes long.

Upcoming Movies at The Reg include
Best Actress nominee Rose Byrne in the
dark comedy If I Had Legs Id Kick You
(Feb. 18 at 7 p.m.), Brad Pitt in the car
racing drama and Best Picture nominee
F1 (Feb.20 at 7 p.m.) and Ralph Fiennes
in the British WWI historic drama The
Choral (Feb.27 at 7 pm.)

Tickets for most Movies at The Reg are
$8 in-person at the box office and $10
online (reglenna.com) & by phone -
716.484.7070. Family showings are $7
in-person at the box office and $9 online
& by phone. Special engagements are
priced differently. The theater and box
office at The Regare located at 116 E. 3rd
St. in Jamestown, NY. The box office is
open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
12 - § p.m. and one hour before movies
and events.

Warm & Well at Home Initiative Launched to Help
Seniors Maintain Safe, Reliable Home Heating

Continued from Page 12

goal is for residents to know that help
is available and accessible.”

Energy Efficiency Matters:

¢ Energy-efficient homes cost less
to heat and cool, are safer and
more comfortable, and support
better health outcomes

+ Lower energy costs are especially
important for older adults on fixed
incomes

+ Residents are encouraged to
participate in the 2026 Clean
Energy Series, offered in
partnership with the WNY
Regional Clean Energy Hub,
featuring education and interactive
sessions in May, July, and
November 2026

“Programs like this reflect our
dedication to supporting seniors

and strengthening communities
through partnerships that make a
real difference,” said Chautauqua

County Executive PJ Wendel.
Funding and Support:

The Warm & Well at Home initiative
is made possible through Unmet
Needs funding from the New York
State Office for the Aging, and the
Governor’s Office, demonstrating
a strong commitment to helping
counties address the most pressing
unmet needs of older adults.

Residents interested in learning
more or applying are encouraged to
contact NY Connects through the
Chautauqua County Office for
Aging Services at 716-753-4582.

HQ/ging

~N

Scan to view some
of my latest work

i

Traveling anywhere and everywhere to

film your wedding.

o

email: andrew@nazarethroad.com - phone: 716.450.7052

www.nazarethroad.com
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f Senator George Borello Announces His Candidacy

for Re-election to the 57th State Senate District

Continued from page 13

From top left: joining striking corrections officers at Attica in
February 2025, Speaking with constituents at a Town Hall meeting
in LeRoy in 2024, At a Veterans Outreach event in Batavia in 2024,
Speaking with farmer Roberto Fred of Fred Farms at the Fredonia
Farmers Market

\_

“Agriculture isn’t just an industry
here, it’s a way of life,” Borrello
said. “I've worked across the aisle
to support programs like Nourish
NY, which connects our farmers
with food banks and hunger relief
organizations, a true win-win that
supports both food-insecure families
and local producers.”

He also noted that he has
consistently pushed back against
harmful legislation and costly labor
mandates that increase food prices
and place added strain on family
farms. When Democrats lowered the
overtime threshold for farm workers,
Borrello was among the most vocal
opponents of the change. While the
mandate ultimately passed, sustained
advocacy helped pressure the Hochul
administration to establish a tax credit
to help farmers offset the significant
new labor costs it imposed.

Public safety remains a core priority
as well.

“When our corrections officers
stood up during the 2025 strike to
demand safer working conditions
and accountability for policies like
the HALT Act, I stood shoulder to
shoulder with them,” Borrello said.
“We must repeal HALT as well as
the failed bail and discovery laws and
restore balance to a system that has

tilted too far toward criminals at the
expense of victims and law-abiding
citizens.”

Despite serving in the minority,
Borrello noted that results matter.

“I was recently ranked the most
effective Republican legislator in the
New York State Senate by the Center
for Effective Lawmaking,” he said.
“Even in the minority, you can fight,
deliver results, and make a difference.”

“There is too much at stake to sit on
the sidelines,” Borrello added. “I am
running for re-election because I
believe deeply in this region and in
the values we share. I will continue
fighting every day to make New York
more affordable, more accountable,
and safer for our families.”

Senator Borrello has represented
the S7th District since winning a
special election in 2019 and being
re-elected in 2022 and 2024. The
district, one of the Legislature’s
largest geographically, encompasses
Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Genesee
and Wyoming counties, as well as a
portion of Allegany County.

More information is available at
www.georgeborrello.com and @
BorrelloforNY on Facebook.
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"Love is that condition in which the
happiness of another person is essential
to your own.”

<

~ Robert A. Heinlein, author
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“Authors are Rock Stars”:

Acclaimed Novelist James

Kennedy Ignites Creative
Spark at Panama and
Southwestern Schools

> 4 e

i

Contributed by
Good Neighbor Bookstore

Literature leaped off the page and

onto the stage this week as James
Kennedy, the celebrated author of

the YA fantasy novel The Order of

Odd Fish, visited Sth and 6th-grade
students at Panama Central Schools
and Southwestern Middle School.
The visit, which turned traditional
assemblies into high-energy mas-
terclasses in storytelling, was made

possible through a collaboration
with Bob Lingle of Good Neighbor

Bookstore.

Bringing Literature to Life

Known for his vivid imagination and
engaging presentation style, Kenne-
dy didn’t just talk about writing, he

performed it. By sharing the "life

adventures” that inspired his work,

like the time he had to fend off a

wild snake during his brief career as

a 6th grade teacher, he bridged the

gap between the classroom and the

professional creative world, leaving

students eager to pick up their own

pens.

Voices from the Classroom

The impact on the students was im-

mediate and visible. Educators from
both districts noted a level of enga-

gement that was nothing short of
"electric."

Liz Gruber, Panama Central Sch-

ool, shared:

"Author James Kennedy dazzled
my students with his incredible

o
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storytelling and presentation
style. Students instantly connec-
ted with his creative energy. Their
eyes were just twinkling with
excitement. He enthusiastically
encouraged all of them to read,
write and create with passion and
authenticity. His presentation
far exceeded any expectations. I
would love to host him again! A
ginormous thank you also goes
out to Bob Lingle, from the Good
Neighbor Bookstore, for his sup-

port of this amazing opportunity."

Mary Zdrojewski, Southwestern
Middle School, added:

"I have never seen our students as
engaged as they were when James
read excerpts from his book. They
hung on every word and booed
and cheered along with the cha-
racters. Through James Kennedy's
presentation, our students wat-
ched literature come to life. James
showed them not only that books
are windows into fantastic adven-
tures, but that authors are rock
stars. Thank you so much to Bob
and Good Neighbor bookstore for
making this experience possible!"

A Partnership for Literacy

The events were coordinated in part-
nership with Good Neighbor Books-
tore, highlighting the vital role local
independent businesses play in enri-
ching our community.

Bob Lingle, of Good
Neighbor Bookstore, noted:

owner

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Article Contributed by

Daniel J. Heitzenrater
Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce
President and CEQ

What comes to mind when you
think about improving your business
brand? Do you think about marketing
or advertising? Your brand is much
more than alogo. It’s your reputation,
and reputation has a lot to do with
the company you keep.

When you join the chamber of
commerce, your business is in
good company. A 2024 Harris
Poll survey conducted on behalf
of the Association of Chamber of
Commerce Executives (ACCE)
found that 81% of adults in the
US agree their local chamber of
commerce is a trusted resource and
partner for business. 90% feel their
local chamber has an impact on
growing the local economy, and 64%
are more likely to purchase goods and
services from a business they know is
a member of their local chamber.

These poll results all speak to the
issue of trust — demonstrating
that consumers put more trust in
a business that is a member of the
local chamber of commerce. Here

Chamber is focused on supporting
our local businesses in a variety of
ways and connecting businesses
with the community. Our mission is
to build vital connections, provide
professional resources, and champion
our local businesses in Chautauqua
County. We know that when our local
businesses thrive, the community
thrives.

If you are a member, you can take
advantage of that by making sure the
CHQ Chamber member window
cling is visible when customers come
to your business. We also have a
downloadable version you can use
on your website — easy to find at
www.chqchamber.org/our-brand. If
you're not a member, it’s easy to join.
See the online form available from
our website homepage. If you have
questions, please reach out to us at
the CHQ Chamber.

Business Builder Workshop:
AT for Your Business

The CHQ Chamber invites you to
learn about how artificial intelligence
can benefit your business. Our first
Business Builder Workshop of the

N\

Membership Matters
to Your Business

in Chautauqua County, the CHQ

\

CHAMBER
CORNER

yearwillfocus on Al for Your Business,
featuring two guest presenters who
have real-use experience with AL

Rachael Wiley-Steffen and B.J.
Monacelli will provide practical
and meaningful tips for using Al in
a variety of ways. Rachael Wiley-
Steffen is an Al Certified Consultant,
marketing strategist, licensed real
estate professional, and the co-owner
of the Bemus Point Golf Club and Tap
House. She has more than 20 years of
experience in operations, marketing
and and
focuses on helping teams use Al as a
supportive tool, not a replacement,
so they can work smarter and
better serve their customers and
communities. For the past nine years
B.J. Monacelli has been working
at Robo Enterprises Inc. helping
to manage day-to-day operations.
Outside of that role he collaborates
with small and mid-sized businesses
on practical Al and automation
projects, helping them identify
their biggest workflow bottlenecks
and implement tools or technology
that reduce manual work, improve
consistency, and find or fulfill more
customers. B.J. is also a member of
Playmakers Al, an Al & Automation
community led by entrepreneur and
podcast host Chris Koerner, where he
stays current on automation tactics
and implementation best practices
specifically for businesses.

customer  experience

This workshop will be held
Wednesday, February 25 from 9 to
10:30am at the Southern Chautauqua
Federal Credit Union Community
Training Center, 100 Mall Blvd,,
Lakewood. It is free to attend but
advanced registration is appreciated,
and space is already filling up. This
workshop is sponsored by the
Southern Chautauqua Federal Credit
Union, State University of New York
at Fredonia, and Media One Radio
Group. Register now through our
web calendar at www.chqchamber.
org.

Chambers to Hold Collaborative
Event at Audubon

For the second year in a row the CHQ_
Chamber and the Warren County
Chamber of Business and Industry
are collaborating with Audubon
Community Nature center to provide
a region-wide Business After Hours
event. It will be held Wednesday,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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Mentors Are the MVPs in Our
Community: Speakers and
Students Share Powerful Stories
at Mentor Recognition Dinner

Submitted Photos

7

Contributed by
Striders

Chautauqua Striders held their annual
Mentor Recognition Dinner on
Thursday, January 22 at the Harbor
Hotel. It was an evening filled with
gratitude, reflection, and powerful
reminders of the difference mentors
make in the lives of young people.
Mentors, students, families, legislators
and community supporters gathered
to celebrate the individuals who
consistently show up for students
area, offering guidance,
encouragement, and belief when it
matters most.

in our

This year’s theme, “Mentors Are the
MVPs in Our Community,” came to
life through the words of the speakers
and student stories that highlighted
the dedication, consistency, and care
mentors bring to every relationship as
they work behind the scenes, helping
students navigate school, relationships,
and life’s challenges while building

confidence and resilience.

Melinda Sanderson from the New
York State Mentoring Program, Mason
Palude from Assemblyman Molitor’s
office, and Chautauqua County Sheriff
Jim Quattrone all shared appreciation
for Striders mentors who are investing
in the next generation and making our
community stronger.

The keynote speaker, Josh Roth, owner
of Kinetix Combat Sports, talked about
the difference mentors have made in his
own life, believing in him and helping

him achieve his dream of playing for
the Buffalo Bills. He said, “Nearly every
meaningful success that I've had can
traced back to a mentor. Someone who
believed in me, someone who held me
accountable, someone who refused to
let me settle for anything less than I'was
capable of” He also shared about the
lasting impact mentors have: “Having
someone walk alongside you can make
all the difference in the world. It’s about
creating community, a place where
people feel seen, valued, supported.
That foundation creates well-being,
creates confidence, creates resilience.”

The most impactful moments came
from mentees themselves who shared
how much having a mentor means to
them. Student speaker Carlous Blake
shared how much his mentor Anna
Gassman means to him, describing
their meetings as a highlight of his
week. As a senior preparing for college,
Carlous emphasized how valuable it is
to have a trusted adult to lean on. “We
talk about everything - college stuff, life
stuff, and random silly things. Having
someone like my mentor to talk to
makes all of it way less stressful,” he
shared. Carlous also spoke about being
a peer mentor himself and seeing the
impact of mentoring come full circle.

Laura Arnold reflected on being
matched with her mentor, Mikayla
Certo, since elementary school, and
underscored the importance of long-
term commitment. “From the very
beginning, my mentor made me feel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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WE @ OUR

COMMUNITY

The Chautauqua Gazette is committed to supporting
nonprofit organizations across Chautauqua County
that strengthen our communities and enrich local
life. From community services and arts initiatives

to education, health, and advocacy, the many
organizations of Chautauqua are the backbone of
our county and their impact deserves to be seen,

celebrated, and supported.

Think of the Gazette as your partner in amplifying
your mission by raising awareness, promoting
upcoming events, and sharing your latest news with
a broad local audience. Our mission is to shine a
spotlight on the organizations that give so much to
our community. To learn more about customizable
collaboration opportunities, contact
cornell@chqgazette.com or call 716-720-1845.
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Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted
asa 9x9 grid, broken down

into nine 3x3 boxes.To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and
box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column
and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers you
name, the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

Level: Baginner

CROSSWORD

2

3 4

11

15
18
25 |26 (27 (28

B
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“Authors are Rock Stars”: Acclaimed Novelist James
Kennedy Ignites Creative Spark at Panama and
Southwestern Schools
Continued from page 17
"Over the years I've enjoyed buil- by March 20,2026. More informa-
ding relationships with not only tion, including rules and submis-
our local school districts, but sjon forms, can be found at 90se-
with authors from around the condnewbery.com.
country. I was excited to connect
those relationships by bringing Kennedy’s books can be found at
James Kennedy to two school Good Neighbor Bookstore, 124
distric.ts that we have worked clo- Chautauqua Ave. Lakewood, NY.
sely with over the years. And online at GoodNeighbor-
Books.com.
Call for Young Filmmakers:
The 90-Second Newbery About James Kennedy James
K dy is the author of The Or-
Beyond his novels, Kennedy is the d::;l:O};i:Fis; :11(1 ](;ra:e to K:ovl:z
founder and curator of the 90-Se- . . o
cond Newbery Film Festival, an He is renowned for his eccentric
annual video contest where yo,ung and deeply imaginative presenta-
. . tions that encourage students to
filmmakers create short movies b hes & R
that tell the entire story of a New- e.rn race their own creative Ins-
bery-winning book in about 90 se- tincts.
conds.
About Good Neighbor Books-
During his visit, Kennedy encou- tore Owned and operated by the
raged local students to pick up their Lingle Family, Good Neighbor
cameras and submlt thelr own crea- BOOkStOI‘e is located in the hiStOl‘iC
tive masterpiece& The next regio_ Vlllage Of LakeWOOd. Wlth a fOCuS
nal screening is scheduled for April ~on fostering empathy, they work on
25, 2026, at the George Eastman curating titles for the community
Museum’s Dryden Theatre in that promote understanding, diver-
Rochester. Local entries are due sity, and creativity.
J

COMPREHENSIVE PROFESSIONAL WASTE HAULING & DISPOSAL SERVICE

e 2-40 yd Containers Available

e Commercial, Small Business & Residential Disposal

7534 Rt 380 - Stockton - 716-595-3186

30

32

1. Breezed through
5. Consumer protection agency
8. Criminal syndicate
11. Moves back from
13. Satisfaction
14. Feel concern or interest
15. Monetary units
16. Congressman (abbr.)
17. Israeli city
18. Restaurants
20. 2,000 Ibs.
21. Grandmother
22. North, South and Central
25. In an early way
30. Foes
31. Social networking platform
32. Early term for basketball player

CLUES DOWN

1. Sign language

2. Fashionable

3. Borough in Helsinki
4. Inability to hear

5. More quickly

6. An idea accepted as a demonstrable

truth

7. Shrewdly

8. Rooney and Kate are two

9. Mediterranean port

10. Benedictine monk

12. Midway between south and
southeast

14. Town in Galilee

19. Satisfy

23. Mice genus

24. Brass instrument

25. Chest muscle (slang)

26. Transmits genetic information from

DNA

27. Records electric currents generated

by the brain

33.
38.
41.
43.
45.
47.
49.
50.
55.
56.
57.
59.
60.
. Social media hand gesture
62.
63.
64.

61

28.
29.
34.

35

44

51

Another name for sesame plant
Disallow

Provide greater detail
Inaccessible

Evoke emotions

Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea
Celtic punk rockers

A fencing sword

Actor Idris

Affirmative (slang)

Afflicted in mind or body

One point north of northeast
Born of

Hong Kong food stall  pai dor
Opposite of beginning
Email function

Woman (French)
Short route aircraft
Pitching statistic

. Pointed end of a pen
36.
37.
39.
40.
41.
42.

Popular sports league

Body part

Inoffensive

Yellowish cotton cloth
Feline

Does not tell the truth

. Seduced
45,
46.
47.
48.
. Swiss river
52.
53.
54.
58.

Spiritual leader

Abba _, Israeli politician
Repair

Olive genus

Prejudice

C. European river
Keep under control
Father
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Chamber Corner
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Continued from page 18

March 25 from 5:30-7:30pm.

Alllocalbusinesspeople are invited to
attend this special networking event,
which will include complimentary
with
tip proceeds to benefit Audubon

appetizers and beverages,
Community Nature Center’s mission
of connecting people to nature. Bring
business cards for networking and

door prize drawings.

Attendees are invited to stay for a
special private viewing of Audubon
Lights after the networking event.
The display features a half-mile trail
of wonder, where visitors can walk
among thousands of lights—from
twinkling trailside luminaries to
towering trees bathed in color.

CHQ Chamber member
organizations can send two people
free of charge to all Business After
Hours events. Non-members or
anyone above the two-person limit
will be $10. Registration for CHQ
Chamber members is open online
now through the Chamber’s web
calendar at www.chqchamber.org.

Members of the Warren County

Chamber of Business and Industry
should email Savannah Casey at
szimmerman@wccbi.org to register

After

Hours at Audubon Community

free of charge. Business
Nature Center is sponsored by the
Media One Radio Group, and State

University of New York at Fredonia.

CHQ Chamber Seeks Stories of
Your Membership

Have you been a member of the
CHQ_Chamber for a short time, or
for a long time? What benefits have
you found from your membership?
What do you want to tell other
businesspeople about your Chamber
membership? The CHQ Chamber is
gathering stories from its members,
and you can participate. Just visit our
form online and fill in some simple
question boxes. You can even upload
a photo or a logo if you like, and we
will be happy to share your story
(with your approval) in our social
media and our other materials. Find
the form online at www.chqchamber.
org/member-story-form. Thank you
for participating.

J
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STAR: School Tax Relief Made Simpley

\.

Continued from page 8

property/homeowner-benefit-
portalhtm

Watch your mail for notices
from New York State.

You can contact the NY State
Tax Department by phone
at 518-457-2036 weekdays
between 8:30 AM and 4:30
PM.  1If there is a change in
ownership, or your STAR
benefit is missing. They can
help you set up an account!
That is prompt #4.

You can save money with this
benefit!  Basic STAR often
saves several hundred dollars
per year, and Enhanced STAR
can save over $1,000 per year
for eligible seniors. If you
need help or have questions,
the Chautauqua County Office
for Aging Services can help
older adults understand STAR
and other property tax relief
programs. Give us a call at the
NY Connects helpline at 716-
753-4582.

IN SUMMARY

« STAR reduces school property
taxes

« Basic STAR is for eligible
homeowners of any age

« Enhanced STAR is for eligible
seniors aged 65+

» Most seniors no longer need
to apply

« Keeping your information up
to date is essential

If you have questions about
services, programs, or benefits
for older adults and caregivers,
you can contact the NY
Connects Helpline: 716-753-
4582. Or ccnyc@chqgov.com.

The Chautauqua County Office
for Aging Services is here to
guide, connect, and advocate
for older adults, helping them
remain in the community
with dignity and strength.
Education, information, and
action are our tools—plan
today to age well at home.
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Northern Chautauqua Community

Foundation Invites Community to

Nominate Local Changemakers for
Footprints Award

Submitted|Photo)

im and Sue Mintun, 2025 George B. Weaver Jr. Footprints Award reci-
pients, are pictured with NCCF Executive Director Diane Hannum and

past Board President Dave Travis.

Contributed by

Northern Chautauqua
Community Foundation

The Northern Chautauqua Commu-
nity Foundation (NCCF) is excited to
announce that nominations are now
open for the 2026 George B. Wea-
ver Jr. Footprints Award. This annual
award celebrates individuals who have
made significant contributions to their
community through philanthropy and
community service, leaving "foot-

prints” for others to follow.

"We are seeking nominations for those
who dedicate their time and resources
to improving our community," says
Diane Hannum, NCCF’s Executive
Director. "It's not about the amount
of resources donated, but the impact
they've made through their commit-
ment and actions. Often, these indi-
viduals are unsung heroes, working
quietly for the betterment of northern
Chautauqua.”

Nominees should demonstrate a
strong history of community service,
philanthropic efforts (where finan-
cial support is not measured solely by
dollar amounts), and activities that
have positively influenced northern
Chautauqua County. Previous award
recipients include George B. Weaver
Jr.; Dallas Beal; Robert Maytum; Jim
& Carol Boltz; Donald Q. Eno; the
founding NCCF Board of Directors
& the first elected Board of Direc-
tors; Richard S. Johnson; Edwin L.
Hamlet; Doug & Ann Manly; Richard
Anson; Steve & Helen Baran; Steve
& Sue Cobb; Dick & Carmen Gil-
man; Wayne, Elaine & Laurel Hotel-
ling; James & Marcia Merrins; Alona

\_

Forbes; Peter D. Clark; Kathy & Peter
George; Steve & Mary Rees; Dan Rei-
ninga; David Hazelton, and Jim and
Sue Mintun.

Community members are strongly en-
couraged to submit their nominations
for the committee's review. Repeat no-
minations are accepted. Nomination
forms can be downloaded from the
NCCF website at www.nccfounda-
tion.org/impacting-community/foot-
prints-award or requested by calling
our office at 716-366-4892 or emailing
nccf@nccfoundation.org. Completed
nominations can be submitted by mail
to 212 Lake Shore Drive W., Dunkirk,
NY 140438, by fax to 716-366-390S, or
by email at nccf@nccfoundation.org.
The deadline for submissions is March
15, 2026.

Since its incorporation in 1986, the
NCCF has invested over $23 mil-
lion in northern Chautauqua County
through strategic grantmaking, tar-
geted scholarships, and leadership
and community collaborations. The
NCCEF is a tax-exempt charitable or-
ganization inherently committed to
enhancing the northern Chautauqua
community and encouraging local
philanthropy. As a nationally accre-
dited community foundation, the
NCCF has proven compliance with
the National Standards for U.S. Com-
munity
Foundations, demonstrating inte-
grity, equity, accountability, trans-
parency, and effectiveness in mee-
ting the needs of its community. For
more information on the NCCE
visit www.nccfoundation.org or cal
716-366-4892.
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Mentors Are the MVPs in Our Community: Speakers
and Students Share Powerful Stories at Mentor

Recognition Dinner

\_

Continued from page 18

CHAUTAUQUA

C

safe and happy,” Laura said. “Even
when I didn’t always know how to say
what I was feeling, she listened.”

She shared how simple moments
together can carry lasting meaning.
“Even something simple like breakfast
can mean a lot when you're with
someone who really cares,” she added.
Laura emphasized how powerful it is
to have someone who never gives up.
“Knowing someone has had your back
since elementary school is a really big

deal”

Student Patience Sprague spoke about
her newer mentoring match with Sam
Gast and how quickly it has become
something she looks forward to each
week. “We meet every week for lunch,
and that’s something I really look
forward to,” Patience said. “No matter
how my day is going, I know lunch
with my mentor is going to make it
better”

She added that having someone
consistently show up makes a bigger
difference than many adults realize.
“It’s nice knowing there’s someone
who shows up every week just to
spend time with me and support me””

Another student speaker, Lilly
Scarsone, shared how mentoring
creates a lasting ripple effect. “From
offering advice on schoolwork to
coping with stress, mentors give their
mentees the tools they need to face
obstacles head-on,” Lily shared. She
spoke about the deep connection she
shares with her mentor, Hannah Swan-
Leuze, and their time spent together
giving back to the community. “She
is a huge part of my life,” Lily said,

adding that mentoring inspires

STRIDERS

EDUCATE

EMPOWER EXCEL

former mentees to become mentors
themselves.

Student Kevoian-Davis highlighted
a quality of his mentor, Carlye
Montgomery, that resonated strongly
with the evening’s theme: consistency.
“She always shows up, she always
remembers what’s going on with me.
She’s there every week, no matter
what, and that means a lot,” he said.
“She knows how to push me in a good
way - like ‘do your best and don’t be
lazy. She jokes around, but she also
gives solid advice and actually listens.”

Students Emma Couse, Cheryl
Kozma, and Gianna Stokes also
shared how much they appreciate
their mentors. Together, the students’
voices painted a powerful picture of
why mentors are truly the MVPs of
the community. Their commitment,
presence, and belief not only change
individual but strengthen
families, schools, and the community
as awhole.

lives

The Mentor Recognition Dinner
highlighted how much mentors are
appreciated and valued by members
of the community, and served as a
reminder that mentoring changes
lives.

THANK YOU to all of the current
Chautauqua Striders mentors, and to
everyone who has served as a mentor
in the past!

There are many more students on
our waiting list who would love
to be matched with a mentor!
Visit chgstriders.org, call 716-489-
3483, or email erika@chgstriders.
org for more information.
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"The best and most beautiful things in the world
cannot be seen or even touched..they must be felt with
the heart. What we have once enjoyed we can never
lose. All that we love deeply becomes a part of us.”

~ Helen Keller, author
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FRIENDS AROUND TOWN

AUTO DETAILING - . * e . % DRYWALL
' ‘ | DONAHUE DRYWALL

Michael Donahue, Drywall Contractor

ke Hreationy

Each week, we are extremely proud and grateful to feature
. — these "Friends Around Town". Please renew your "Friends
Around Town" membership for 2026 this month. Thank you
PROFESSIONAL for your kind and generous support of our community's weekly
\ DETAILING ’ newspaper. Only $25/week, full year commitment required. CALL
Facebook: Donahue Drywall
131East 2nd Street - Jamestown, NY CALLUSTODAY!716-720-1845 donahuedrywall4z@gmail.com - EiEEAL

7 ] 4 4 2 4 . www.donahuedrywallandcompanies.com [GlER:e
6 - B - B B ‘ , 22 , e Proudly Serving Warren & Chautauqua Counties

STORAGE DOCKS « WELDING
T P = —r-
STOREVLACK PALEC Discover the

*SELF STORAGE"

i Benefits of Living in : 4—~\ W
* 5X5'T0 10%30 IR : T Chautauqua County A A
- OUTSIDE STORAGE g
AVAILABLE '

CARS, BOATS, RV’'S, CAMPERS
CLIMATE CONTROLLED UNITS
SECURITY ENTRY SYSTEM

24 HR ACCESS & SURVEILLANCE

B CHAUTAUDUA IRONWORKS
LIVE ‘ |H Docks and Boat lifts
. In-shop & Mobile

welding services

215 W 4th St | Jamestown, NY

(716) 664-3333 .
lafayettecornersjamestown.com LiveCH Q-u rg

5239 West Lake Rd, Mayville, NY
Office:716-753-3163

378 Livingston Ave Jamestown, NY

BAKERY GLASS SERVICES

D&S GLASS SERVICE

333 FLUVANNA AVE - JAMESTOWN
(Across from Arby’s)

16-664-9321

AUTO GLASS « MIRRORS
CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

: ndav-Saturda SEAWAY 1286 E 2nd St - Jamestown, NY
o0 PM Vonday Saturcay REPLACEMENT WINDOWS (716) 665-2317

RESTAURANT & BAR

APPLIANCES

ACME
T

APPLIANGE STORE

832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY
12 EAST ATH STREET, JAMESTOWN, NY

INSURANCE
4-Hour Euslomer Servise - RUTD, HOME BUSINESS, LIFE [

MOVING RENTALS CATERING SECURITY & ALARMS
n'[l3C’s Caterin
u H Au LJ The Falcon’s Nest Banquet Htg ALLIED ALARM

Let us help make your next event S —_—
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS! SERVI(:ES: INC

Now booking events for summertime
& group outings at Diethrick Park.

©
Alistate.

William R Farr, LUTCF

Frxcluabee Apont

An Integration Company + Since 1984

Security Systems + Access Control
Fire Alarms + Video Surveillance

'CALL FOR DETAILS

Check out our facebook

T ETE T e age or website for weekl Locally Owned & Operated
A i || 761 EastzndSeet - Jamestown, WY | | P SRS R (716) 665-6700
Al 0225Rlkslale. com @3CsCateringNY

e /16-708-1708 o 2llied-alarm, com
L mesE ]

AL .

E xterior Quasirs s s e ONLY

Rescue | CNEE e 325

ROOFING oo ek RS o 716-951-TIRE (8473)
_. ‘ OPEN MON - WED - FRI 9 am - 5 pm Per Week

8 -4 TUE & THU 9 am - 6 pm - SAT BY APPT.
(71 6) 969'1422 ’ 962_93]5 -595'3408 I o Financing options Available Call 716-720-1845
520 W 8th St, Jamestown, NY ® saumarktireandwheel.c @ :
www.exteriorreasTLTeSV\?r\:;::om 3 gagmal‘_ MR LD TR for more info

CAR CARE Join Our

Friend sobranndslown

7 KUPPEL TIRES
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Taste Of Love Dinner

February 14™ Valentines Day
$100.00
Includes..

A Bottle of Champagne or wine
Two Appetizers
Two Entrees

Two Desserts

SWEETHEARTS PACKAGE

All February Weekends
Starting at $199.00

Taste Of Love Package

February 14" Valentines Day
Starting at $269.00
Room for one night

Room for one night
Champagne Bottle

Champagne Bottle _
Chocolate Covered Strawberries

Chocolate Covered Strawberries .
Breakfast Room Service Voucher

Breakfast Room Service Voucher . . .
Pre Fixe Dinner for two at Pearl City Hops

Book a Room i i

j Contact the DoubleTree by [
¢ Hilton 7164887227 or go to the

9 DoubleTree by Hilton 4

@ WJamestown NY website and use !E
" the promo code SWT for the 3
\ Sweethearts Package or promo

) code TOL for the Taste of Love ﬁ"?

Packaqe %

| Book a Dinner Reservation /|

_.,_fr Go to the Pearl City Hops lﬂ
\ website and make a / {b

J reservation for the Taste of |

Love Dinner "-',;

Vlew the Menu on Pearl Clty
Hops

o
|
1
4
|
i
y
J
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For More Information Contact
Kayla DiRusso
Sales and Events Manager
7164906417
kdirusso@hamisterhospitality,com




