
 

When things are “between seasons”, 
our area still offers great reasons to 
visit or enjoy it as a staycation spot. 
Here are some ideas for things to do 
and see in the Chautauqua County 
during late winter. 

Our region offers several unique and 
appealing cultural and historic at-

tractions on a year-round basis. The 
city of Jamestown offers a robust 
collection of experiences, including:

The National Comedy Center is de-
dicated to the history and art form 
of comedy and is the “funniest mu-
seum” you will ever visit.

The Lucy Desi Museum showcases 
the lives and accomplishments of 
the “first Couple of Comedy” Lu-
cille Ball and Desi Arnaz.

The Roger Tory Peterson Institute, 
dedicated to showcasing wildlife art.

The Robert H. Jackson Center fea-
tures Jackson’s legacy as Chief Prose-
cutor of the Nazi’s at the Nuremberg 
War Tribunals, and as a US Supreme 
Court Justice and Attorney General.

Jamestown also boasts the Fenton 
History Center, highlighting local 
history, the Northwest Arena, of-
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WE WILL HELP YOU 
PREVENT FRAUD 
BEFORE IT STARTS!
Free Credit Monitoring
Anytime. Anywhere.

Knowledgeable Team 
Educated on fraud prevention.

Free Fraud Prevention
Seminars Call to Schedule.

Distributed in Ashville, Barcelona, Bemus, Cassadaga, Celoron, Chautauqua, Clymer, Dewittville, Dunkirk, Ellington, Falconer, 
Findley Lake, Fredonia, Frewsburg, Gerry, Greenhurst, Irving, Jamestown, Kennedy, Lakewood, Maple Springs, Mayville, Niobe, 
North Clymer, North Warren, Panama, Randolph, Ripley, Sherman, Silver Creek, Sinclairville, Stockton, Stow, Warren, Westfield

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. 
Read CHQ.

Feature your Business or 
Organization in the Next Gazette
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cornell@CHQgazette.com
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DESTINATION 
DISNEY

DESTINATION 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

SEE PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Last fall, I had the privilege of being 
a cast member at Walt Disney 
World Park and Resorts through 

the Disney College Program. When wor-
king in EPCOT and spending nearly all 
of my down time at the parks and the re-

Hiking in the summer and 
winter each presents 
unique challenges, so 

being prepared is key. In summer, 
start early to avoid the strongest 
heat of the day and the heavier 

Home Sweet HomeHome Sweet Home Far, Far AwayFar, Far Away

Contributed by
Chautauqua County 

Visitors Bureau

Featured Writer
Nate Cornell

Featured Writer
James Nixon

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

 

DESTINATION 
SUN & SAND

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

I have always loved being on the 
water---pools, the ocean shore, 
lakes---but I have never had the 

desire to go on a week-long cruise 
in the middle of the ocean. Since 
my mom, Lynn, treated me to a Ca-

Featured Writer
Liz Nixon

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo
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"Wherever you go becomes  
a part of you somehow."

~  Anita Desai

GOLD: $500 & UP

Timothy Carlson
M.L. Feather
Sandra & Daniel Gullotti
Troy Hine
Lamae & Doug McCullor
Yvonne McNallie
Thomas Skerl

We           our  
Friends!

Proudly Announcing our 2026 
Members! Please Join us Today. 

Timothy DAngelo
Nancy Kerrin
Patricia & William Locke
Linda & David Melquist
Rita & Gary Mrowka
Greg & Cindy Peterson
Susan & Douglas Seamans
Kate & Dan Smith
Peter Stark
Janet Wahlberg

SILVER: $250 & UP

Linda & Lawrence Adams
Elizabeth & John Anderson
Donna Beal
Pat & Chuck Brininger
Suzanne & Kennie Campbell
James Colby
Millie & Mike Coon
Linda & Paul Demier
Lillian & Ned Divine
Bruce & Joan Erickson
Claire & Andy Felong
Paulette & Norm Green
Lane & Mat Hagberg
Carol Hay
Donna Higgenbotham
June & Todd Jacobson
Jill & Chad Jaquith
Patricia Kinney
Frances Lapinski
Elizabeth Lasser
Jennifer Martin
Marge & Mike Metzger
Chuck & Sharon Nazzaro
Mark Nelson
Diane & Donald Nelson
Elizabeth & Frank Petiprin
Alex Rosenberg
Michelle & Jeffrey Victor
The Trussalo Family
Anonymous in Jamestown

BRONZE: $100 & UP

Friends of the Gazette play a vital 
role in keeping local journalism 
thriving in Chautauqua County. 

Readers can support our work by 
making a one-time or recurring 

donation online at www.
chqgazette.com/Support, or 

by mailing a check to L Cornell 
& Company LLC, P.O. Box 32, 

Bemus Point, NY 14712. Every 
contribution, large or small, helps 

ensure the Gazette remains free 
and accessible.

WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 25

Movies at The Reg: Eternity 
7 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 26

Hoppy Hour Yoga, Brews, & 
Live Music | 6:30 PM-8:30 PM
Wicked Warren’s | Jamestown
For Info: 716-484-4070

Craft & Sip Group 
7 PM-10 PM
Labyrinth Press Company | Jamestown
For Info: Labyrinth Press Company Facebook Page

Songwriters Circle | 7:30 PM
Lake Shore Center for the Arts | Westfield
For Info: lakeshorecenterforthearts.com

FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 27

Art After 5 | 5:30 PM-7:30 PM
Roger Tory Peterson Institution | Jamestown
For Info: rtpi.org

25 Years of Asking Questions: 
Who Gets to Go to School? | 
6 PM
Robert H. Jackson Center | Jamestown
For Info: roberthjackson.org/event/25-years-
equal-education

Movies at The Reg: The 
Choral | 7 PM
Reg Lenna Center for The Arts | Jamestown
For Info: reglenna.com

Line Dancing Night | 7 PM
Bemus Point Golf Club & Tap House | Bemus Point
For Info: Bemus Point Golf Club & Tap House 
Facebook Page 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 1

First Sunday Storytime 
12:30 PM-1 PM 
Audubon Community Nature Center | Jamestown
For Info: auduboncnc.org

In Concert: David M. Miller 
2 PM
Lake Shore Center for the Arts | Westfield
For Info: lakeshorecenterforthearts.com

This Week 
Around Town

fering skating and ice bumper cars, 
and the Audubon Community Na-
ture Center, which blends informa-
tive wildlife displays and accessible 
trails.

Due to favorable grape growing 
conditions in the region, Chau-
tauqua and the surrounding Lake 
Erie, NY region is home to several 
wineries, known collectively as the 
Lake Erie Wine Country wine trail. 
These wineries are open throughout 
the year and offer wine tastings and 
sales, small plate food options and 
pairings, and often entertainment.

In addition, the area is one of the 
largest grape-growing regions in the 
world and is the original home of 
Welch’s grape juice. Today, visitors 

can explore the history of the re-
gion’s grape-growing heritage at the 
Grape Discovery Center just out-
side the Village of Westfield.

Shopping throughout the region 
is centered around small, unique 
shops like gift boutiques, antique 
shops, art purveyors, pottery, and 
artisan food providers. These shops, 
often located in the area’s small vil-
lages, are in keeping with the more 
relaxed pace of our area.

Art has a long and prominent heri-
tage in our area. There are a number 
of galleries, art-oriented shops, exhi-
bitions, and events in Chautauqua 
County. While there is a wide va-
riety of styles of local art available, 
there is also a notable focus on art 

that reflects the outdoors.

Cultural performances are available 
at the Reg Lenna Civic Center in 
Jamestown, the 1891 Fredonia Ope-
ra House, and at the Rockefeller 
Arts Center at the SUNY Fredonia 
campus. Additionally, many local ta-
verns offer live music at select times. 
For complete information about 
concerts, performances, and live en-
tertainment, visit the Events
section of Tourchautauqua.com.

Last but not least, many area hotels 
and accommodations offer lower 
room rates during “between-season” 
timeframes. A great option for locals 
looking for a comfortable staycation 
spot. 

Staycation Chautauqua

Continued from Front Page
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Well, it's that time of year...the 
weather is warming up (until 
we get the next snowstorm) 
and hopes are high that spring 
will some day arrive again. For 
many families in Chautauqua 
County, the perennial ponder 
"what to do" is in the forefront of 
our minds: save money and take 
advantage of the great options for 
fun that we have locally, or bank 
account be damned: plan that 
Spring Break! 

Cabin fever. Winter blues. The 

snow is beginning to look not-so-
pretty anymore.

Mud season. Shoulder season. It's 
get the heck-out-of-dodge season.  

Or, you can choose to reinvest your 
hard-earned dollars locally while 
reaffirming the fact that Chautauqua 
County offers so much to enjoy all 
year round. Even in late winter, 
when you never know whether it's 
going to rain, snow, sleet or hail 
with a temperature range from 50 
degrees to negative below, we can 
all find something meaningful with 
which to participate locally. For 
those of you wondering what such 
opportunities could possibly be, be 
sure to read our invaluable, front 
cover Visitors Bureau advisory. 

Whichever path you choose, consider 
supporting local. Try a local travel 
planner if you're jetting or a creative 
DIY stay-cation if your hanging. 
Despite our annual winter doldrums, 
there are always magical options right 
here in Chautauqua County.

Publisher
Lori Cornell

Editorial with Lori Cornell

"The real voyage of "The real voyage of 
discovery consists not in discovery consists not in 

seeking new landscapes, but seeking new landscapes, but 
in having new eyes."in having new eyes."

~  Marcel Proust
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WWW.EVANSWINESANDLIQUORS.COMWWW.EVANSWINESANDLIQUORS.COM
986 FAIRMOUNT AVE • JAMESTOWN, NY 14701986 FAIRMOUNT AVE • JAMESTOWN, NY 14701

We’re Open!
Mon-Sat

8:30am-10:00pm
and Sun 11-8pm

FOLLOW US

Save $5

To Stay-cay or Vacay.  
That is the question.

K ROYS K ROYS 
Leisure Time AdventuresLeisure Time Adventures

Contact Frank for a  
NO HASSLE Quote

frankyork.luxevovacations@gmail.com

(716)-331-8442

• All Inclusive resort get-a-ways
• Destination Weddings
• Excursions
• Disney vacation family packages
• Cruises
• Hotels
• B&B’s
• Car rentals
• Flights
• Any type of travel needs
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The season of Lent just started, with 
Ash Wednesday on Feb. 18th, 2026. 
Some folks choose to give something 
up for Lent: like sweets, spending 
money on themselves, or abstaining 
from TV/Cable/or /social media. It’s 
important to note, that the tradition of 
giving something up for Lent is about 
more than self-discipline and deter-
mination of will. Giving something up 
for Lent  allows us time, energy and 
resources to shift into new practices of 
prayer, study and acts of service. Lent 
extends an invitation to slow down and 
to lean into spiritual practices of prayer, 
study and service that lead us into space 
that opens us to spiritual transforma-
tion - or even transfiguration. 

In Matthew chapter 16, we find the 
account of the Transfiguration of Je-
sus where the disciples - Peter, James 
and John travel up to the top of a high 
mountain to pray… and Jesus is dra-
matically transfigured before them. 
Christ’s clothes and face shine bril-
liantly as somehow, he miraculously 
meets with Moses and Elijah. Peter, so 
enthralled by the scene, asks Jesus if 
he may build three shrines so that the 
group can stay and soak up the glory of 
the moment, but…

“While he (Peter) was still speaking, 
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him 
I am well pleased; listen to him!” When 
the disciples heard this, they fell to the 
ground and were overcome by fear. But 
Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
“Get up and do not be afraid.” And when 
they looked up, they saw no one except Je-
sus himself alone…And then Jesus begins 
back down the mountain…” (The full 
story of Jesus Transfiguration is found at 
Matthew 17:1-9)

There is so much to appreciate in this 
fantastic Jesus story: the voice from 
the cloud, the dazzling light and  the 
witness of Peter, James and John expe-
riencing this holy moment. 

But my favorite part of this Jesus story 

is his call for the disciples, “Do not be 
afraid” followed by his choice to go 
back down the mountain and head 
towards the conflict that awaits him 
in Jerusalem. Secondly, even though 
the disciples can’t grasp the challenges 
ahead, Jesus calls the disciples to join 
him in his trek back down in the valley 
- into their own ministries of change - 
and transfiguration. Jesus

knows that Peter and his colleagues 
will make mistakes, but Jesus' invita-
tion stands. Peter, James and John are 
called into a new season of growth. 
Much like God’s invitation for each of 
us to enter into Lent with openness to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit and Jesus 
affirmation: “Do not be afraid.” 

While this Lenten opportunity of 
change and growth can feel daunting, 
we are assured that we are not travelling 
alone. In the witness of scripture, the 
presence of the Holy Spirit - and our 
own life stories of faith; we are given 
fuel to fill our minds, hearts and spirits 
- for the 40-day Lenten journey ahead.  

On the gracious invitation of the Chau-
tauqua Gazette, over the coming six 
weeks of Lent, I will use the vehicle of 
spiritual biography as spiritual practice 
to accompany you. Sharing story as 
spiritual practice is common in many 
faith traditions, that some may refer to 
as sharing a testimony or good news. 
No matter what name this practice is 
given, it offers us space to take notice 
of how God is engaged in our daily li-
ves. When we share the stories of our 
joys and challenges, we become more 
engaged with one another and learn 
more about how to practice our faith. 
Shared story fortifies our relationships 
with God and one another - and makes 
essential space for ongoing spiritual 
transformation and growth. Lent has 
arrived, and Christ invites us to travel 
down from the glory of the mountains 
and into the valley, not alone, but to-
gether. It’s time for us to get up and 
walk into a season of spiritual transfor-
mation. Do not be afraid.

Questions to ponder: 

•	What transformation or change do I 
need in this season of Lent? 

•	How might spiritual practices of 
prayer, service and study help facili-
tate spiritual growth?

Walking in grace,

Rev. Tara L. Eastman

Pastor of First Presbyterian Church 
of Warren, Pa and Host of Holy 
Shenanigans Podcast. 

Lenten Life Stories 2026:  
An Invitation to Transfiguration

Featured Writer

Rev. Tara Eastman 
First Presbyterian Church of Warren

THE
CORNERSTONE
Restaurant & Bakery
716-234-4002
104 Main St, Sherman, NY
6am-2pm Monday | 6am-8pm Tues-Sat | Closed Sunday

Find us on Facebook

Peterson Funeral Home

eric@petersonfuneralhome.net  l  www.petersonfh.net
12 North Pearl St. l Frewsburg, NY l 716-569-5405

Traditional & Cremation Services
Pre-planning Services

Riccardi’sRiccardi’s Family Funeral Homes

Two Locations

Dignified services including:
Traditional Burials l Cremation Options l Memorial Choices 

Veteran Tributes l Preplanning Services Available

Hubert Funeral Home
111 South Main St.

Jamestown, NY 14701
716-483-1902

6 Parkway Dr.
Sinclairville, NY 14782

716-962-2895

Jordan Funeral Home

“Our family honoring yours.”

Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser

CFUMC Junior Youth Group

February 28, 2026
4:00-6:30pm

Adults $12 • Youth $6

Christ First UMC
663 Lakeview Ave. • Jamestown • 716-664-5803

“The journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step.”

~ Lao Tzu
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SOARING EAGLE
in the Chautauqua Mall

Open Wednesday - Saturday
11 am till 6 pm daily.

25% 
1 ITEM 

with coupon

SOARING EAGLE
Chautauqua Mall

318 E Fairmount Ave, 
Lakewood, NY

OFF 

Our Plan Room Saves Time & Money
www.bxstier.com

SOME MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDE:
401(K), WORKERS COMP GRP#469, COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE, 
ADVOCACY, SAFETY TRAINING, ONLINE CLASSES & MORE

THE BUILDERS EXCHANGE 
OF THE SOUTHERN TIER

65 E Main St, Falconer, NY
(716) 665-4026

SCANNING & DIGITAL PROJECT ARCHIVING
LARGE FORMAT PRINTING

www.americandigitalscans.com

Events / Weddings / Catering

Byron Woods Jr.
Veteran Owned/Chef

716-224-0087
Mayville, NY

TheBestOfBuffaloByByron@gmail.com
Facebook  @TheBestOfBuffaloByByron

CRAFT PIZZA BAR & TAVERN

103 Chautauqua Ave. l Lakewood, NY 14750
716.526.1067 l facebook  @grouptherhappy

www.groupther-happy.com

HOURS
WEDNESDAY 11 am – 11 pm

THURSDAY 11 am – 11 pm
FRIDAY  11 am – Midnight

SATURDAY 11 am – Midnight
SUNDAY 11 am – 11 pm 

KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9:00 PM

Cost: $15 per person
(2-6 per team)

(716) 664-6256     FentonHistoryCenter.org

@ Shawbucks
212 W. 2nd St., Jamestown, NY 14701

This is a fundraiser and the proceeds benefit the
Fenton History Center’s mission to share

and preserve the history of our community.

Fenton History Center
PRESENTS

WEDNESDAYS
IN MARCH @ 7 PM

 

Spring Break can mean very 
different things depending on 
where you are standing in life.  

For college students, it often conjures 
images of sunshine and escape from 
winter.  Beaches in Florida or perhaps 
Cancun, loud music and a week that 
feels suspended from responsibility. 
Spring break, as a metaphor, 
symbolizes a "breath of fresh air" as 
a temporary release from academic 
pressures or a chance to "turn over a 
new leaf ". 

For families, it might look more like 
a road trip, a visit to grandparents 
or a few unhurried mornings when 
alarm clocks are blissfully silent. 
And for some, especially later in life, 
spring isn't about travel at all.  It's 
the first warm breeze after a long 
winter with the sight of daffodils 
pushing up through cold soil.  It's a 
reminder that renewal is patient and 
reliable even after a winter that feels 
especially long.  During spring break 
the light lingers a little longer in the 
evening and the dogwoods bloom on 
schedule. 

Spring break isn't just about escape, 
but for reprieve or a pause to catch 
our breath to refresh and recharge 
while anxiouly awaiting the season 
that follows spring that which is 
summer.  It's all about renewal, 
freedom and the anticipation of 
warmer days ahead. 

So however we spend spring break 
by traveling far, staying close to home 
or simply tending to memory, spring 
still finds us.  In its return, there is 
comfort and a small promise that 
brighter days will be upon us soon 
with new beginnings.  Enjoy.

Pat's Pen with Pat Locke

Planning Spring Break

Contributing Writer
Pat Locke

Many of you know me as a 
personal friend and as author 
of this special column, "Pat's 

Pen". But I also invite you enjoy 
my unique blog that features 

people, places, and preservation 
in our community.  To those who 

already follow my blog, thank 
you.  To those who might have 

interest, simply tap on the word, 
FOLLOW upon entering the blog 
site: offshoremuse2023.blogspot.

com.  I appreciate your help in 
increasing my readership.  

Sincerely - Pat Locke. 

1. What is the only continent with no commercial airports?

2. Which country spans the most time zones when 
including overseas territories? 

3. Which hamlet in Chautauqua County is internationally 
known for spiritualist mediums? 

4. What timekeeping system do airlines use worldwide? 

5. Which nature center near Jamestown is named after a 
famous ornithologist? 

6. What ocean current warms climates along eastern North 
America? 

7. What grape variety dominates vineyards along Lake 
Erie’s shoreline? 

8. What U.S. state receives the most domestic spring break 
travelers annually?

9. Which U.S. president once visited Chautauqua Lake and 
described it as “the most American thing in America?

10. What direction must you travel to lose a calendar day? 

1. Antarctica  2. France  3. Lily Dale  4. UTC  5. Audubon Community Nature Center
 6. Gulf Stream 7. Concord  8. Florida  9. Roosevelt  10. Eastward

Trivia
Travel
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Senator George Borrello has introduced 
S8909 and S8910, legislation that 
strengthens enforcement tools for law 
enforcement and enhance penalties 
to protect pedestrians, cyclists, and 
motorists from unsafe and unlawful use 
of electric personal mobility devices, 
particularly e-bikes, which account for 
the vast majority of these devices on our 
streets.

“With the rapid rise of e-bikes and 
other types of electric mobility devices, 
we’ve seen a rise in dangerous, illegal, 
and unregulated use,” said Senator 
Borrello. “Communities across our state 
are dealing with e‑bikes that are being 
operated where they are not permitted, 
as well as devices that have been modified 
to travel at unsafe speeds. This package 
gives law enforcement the tools they 
need to protect the public and ensure 
these devices are used responsibly.”

Senator Borrello noted that New York 
law clearly distinguishes among three 
classes of e-bikes, each defined by how 
the motor engages and the maximum 
assisted speed:

• Class 1 – Pedal assist only,  
up to 20 mph

• Class 2 – Throttle-assisted  
(can operate without pedaling),  
up to 20 mph

• Class 3 – Pedal assist only, up to 25-28 
mph  
(restricted to New York City)

Senate Bill 8909 specifically addresses 
class 3 e-bikes, authorizing police offers 
and peace officers to seize class 3 e‑bikes 
being operated in any community 
outside New York City, which is currently 
the only location in the state where this 
class of e-bike can be operated lawfully.

By clarifying enforcement authority, 
the bill closes a critical gap that has 
limited officers’ ability to address illegal 
operation. It also establishes a schedule 
of graduated fines up to $750 to ensure 
that the consequences of unlawful use 
outweigh any incentive to ignore the 
law.

“The intent of this 
legislation is not to 
prohibit the lawful use 
of e-bikes, but to deter 
the illegal use of class 3 
e-bikes outside of New 
York City,” said Senator 
Borrello. “By providing 
clear enforcement authority 
and consistent penalties, this 
measure will improve public safety, 
support law enforcement, and promote 
safer streets throughout New York State.”

Senate Bill 8910 strengthens penalties for 

the reckless operation of electric mobility 
devices as well as for unauthorized 
modifications that make these devices 
more dangerous. The legislation formally 
defines “electric skateboard” in statute 
and closes longstanding gaps in New 
York’s Vehicle and Traffic Law that 
have limited enforcement and created 
confusion around where and how these 
devices may be used.

The bill defines “reckless operation,” 
as operating on sidewalks in a manner 
that endangers pedestrians, disregarding 
traffic control devices such as stop signs 
and traffic signals, traveling against the 
flow of traffic, or riding at excessive 
speeds in pedestrian-heavy or school 
zones.

The measure establishes the penalty 
structure for reckless operation violations 
as follows:

•	First offense: A fine of up to $250 
and mandatory completion of a safety 
education course

•	Second offense: A fine of up to $500 
and potential temporary confiscation 
of the device for up to 30 days

•	Third offense: A fine of up to $1,000, 
permanent confiscation of the device, 
and potential misdemeanor charges if 
the reckless operation results in injury 
or property damage.

By establishing clear, graduated 
penalties and specific consequences for 
illegal modifications, the bill gives law 
enforcement meaningful tools to deter 
unsafe behavior and protect pedestrians, 
motorists, and riders. The legislation also 
directs the Department of Transportation 
to develop statewide public‑education 
materials to ensure operators understand 
the rules, safety requirements, and 
consequences of reckless operation.

“Electric mobility devices have become 
a common part of daily travel, but our 
laws haven’t kept pace with the rapid 
growth of this technology,” said Senator 
Borrello. “By clarifying definitions and 
strengthening penalties, this legislation 
gives law enforcement the tools they need 
to address reckless operation and protect 
pedestrians, motorists, and riders.”

Together, S8909 and S8910 
form a comprehensive 

approach to improving 
public safety and 
ensuring that electric 
mobility devices are 
used responsibly 
throughout New 

York State. By 
closing enforcement 

gaps, addressing illegal 
modifications, and prioritizing 

education, this legislative package 
balances the benefits of emerging 
transportation technologies with the 
need to safeguard communities across 
the state.

Senator George Borrello 
Introduces Legislation to Address 

E-Bike Safety Concerns
Contributed by

Office of Senator  
George Borrello

Looking to Build a 
Pole Barn? 

We stock everything you’ll need to build a  
complete pole barn from beginning to end… All 
the posts (including concrete for the posts), all 
the supports for the walls, all the trusses, all 
the metal roofing, all outside wall covering, all 
the doors, all the windows, all the trim.  We 
supply everything except the land you’re build-
ing it on!  For a free information pack just stop 
in at Eastern States Metal Roofing.  

7820 Route 474, Panama, 
NY 14767 716-355-4374 

Looking to Build 
a Pole Barn?

We stock everything you’ll need to build a complete 
pole barn from beginning to end... All the posts 

(including concrete for the posts), all the supports 
for the walls, all the trusses, all the metal roofing, all 
outside wall covering, all the doors, all the windows, 

all the trim. We supply everything except the land 
you’re building it on! For a free information pack just 

stop in at Eastern States Metal Roofing.

7820 Route 474 Panama, NY 14767

Featuring Korv Burgers & Swede Breakfast Burritos

7 AM-4:30 PM Monday-Saturday
832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY

Stop in for sliced meats and cheeses plus all your 
favorite baked goods, at the best prices in town!

HOURS:
Mon & Tues 

Closed

Wed & Thurs 
5 pm - 12 am

Fri & Sat 
5 pm - 2 am

Sun 
6 pm - 11 pm

26 Water St. • Fredonia, NY
www.ravenandthorn.com

Facebook: Raven & Thorn • Instagram: raven_and_thorn

TAVERN

Specializing in Chautauqua wines, crafted cocktails, 
and draft beers
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“The world is a book and those who 
do not travel read only one page.”

~ St. Augustine

GOT GAS?

9360 Route 60 • Fredonia, NY
716-672-9098 • Cell: (716)672-9098

James B. Thompson

We Have Gas
Variety of Tanks

We exchange all owned tanks!

Delivery Delivery 
AvailableAvailable

• Oxygen
• Acetylene
• Argon
• CO2

• Helium
• Nitrogen
• Propane
• Mixed Gases

Visit us for unique finds with a rustic touch.
Charming country décor, candles, 

chainsaw carvings, Swedish gifts & more! 
Amish furniture and custom refinished furniture!

125 W MAIN ST. • FREWSBURG NY 14738
716-338-8991

THE VAMPIRE UNDERTAKER

NFB Publishing announces the 
release of The Vampire Undertaker, 
a Gothic erotic romance by Sara 
Puente, available January 18, 2026 
on Amazon. This book explores the 
electrifying power of devotion and 
love through trials and tribulations 
in 1874 London, a macabre drama 
in the style of Wilde with a Gothic 
twist, offering readers a pleasurable 
escape into a dark Victorian 
romance.

This book is newsworthy because it 
is about a romance that perseveres 
no matter what and loneliness is 
defeated through reanimation. In 
our current times, divorce rates are 
undeniably high, and many couples 
aren’t getting married anymore. 
Loneliness pervades the Earth.

NFB Publishing is a local publishing 
house located in Buffalo, New York, 
the publisher Mark Pogodzinski, 
and encourages aspiring authors 
passionate in their writing.

Sara Puente studied literature 
while in college and has a degree 
in Office Technology. She loves 
tea and studying the Gothic in all 
its different forms in media. She 
currently resides in a small city 
in New York where she believes 
vampires may roam the streets at 
night like clones.

For interviews, covers, and/
or author photographs, please 
contact the author Sara Puente at 
srpuente1995@gmail.com or (716) 
294-0033.

There will be a book signing at Good 
Neighbor Bookstore on February 
28th from 11am-1pm. 

Contributed by
Good Neighbor Bookstore

124 Chautauqua Ave124 Chautauqua Ave
Lakewood  Lakewood  ll  (716) 720-4917  (716) 720-4917

goodneighborbooks.comgoodneighborbooks.com

@goodneighborbooks@goodneighborbooks

THE VAMPIRE 
UNDERTAKER

by Sara Puente

Book Signing • February 28th, 11-1 • Good Neighbor Bookstore

The Vampire Undertaker, a Gothic erotic romance by 
Sara Puente. This book explores the electrifying power of 

devotion and love through trials and tribulations in  
1874 London, a macabre drama in the style of Wilde with 
a Gothic twist, offering readers a pleasurable escape into 

 a dark Victorian romance.

LIKE/FOLLOW US
@chautauquagazette

@chautauquagazette

www.CHQgazette.com

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ

Shear Style

56 South Erie St.  l  Mayville, NY

Julie Treadway, Owner-Operator
716-753-7750

shearstyle93@yahoo.com 

Falconer’s Neighborhood Sports Bar
344 W. Main  l  Falconer, NY 14701  l  716-488-7112

Texas Hots l Soups l Salads l Sandwiches

$20/mo
$45

 free$49

PRICE LOCK GUARANTEE

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

$20/mo for the first year
Then $35/mo for life

100 Mbps
ALL-IN PRICING. NO EXTRA TAXES OR FEES.

FOUNDERS PREMIUM PLAN

ImpactJamestown.com
Call (716) 507-0627

Register Now 
To Lock In 
This Rate!

Call (716) 507-0627
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Growing older comes with many 
perks for those who are open to explo-
ring the benefits. In addition to senior 
discounts on movies, meals and more, 
moving into one's golden years could 
offer some breaks when it comes to 
taxes and finances.

It is always best to go over tax- and 
finance-related plans with an accoun-
tant or certified financial planner to 
figure out what is in your best interest. 
However, generally speaking, here are 
some potential age-related tax perks.

Increase retirement savings

Older individuals can contribute 
more to employer-sponsored retire-
ment accounts and Roth or traditio-
nal individual retirement accounts 
(IRAs), according to AARP. For 2023, 
the contribution limit for employees 
who participate in 401(k) and 403(b) 
programs, most 457 retirement sa-
vings plans and Thrift Savings Plan 
through the U.S. Federal Government 
can increase their contributions to 
$22,500 - a jump of $2,000 from last 
year. Those over age 50 can maximize 
contributions even more, up to a total 
of $30,000.

Larger standard deduction

The Balance Money says for tax year 
2022, people age 65 or older can add 
an extra $1,750 to the standard de-
duction they're eligible for if they are 
unmarried and not a surviving spouse. 
Those who are married and file joint 
returns can add $1,400. For tax year 
2023, those amounts go up to $1,850 
and $1,500. In addition, the standard 
eligible deductions increased. Most 
older taxpayers feel the bigger stan-
dard deduction plus the extra standard 
deduction is more than any itemized 
deductions they can claim and choose 
this option when filing their returns.

Reduce taxable income

The ability to contribute more to 
tax-defered retirement accounts en-
ables older adults to reduce their 
taxable incomes. This, in turn, reduces 
the amount that needs to be spent on 
income taxes.

Changes in filing threshold

According to The Arbor Company, 
which oversees senior living commu-
nities, the filing threshold is the in-
come that must be made before being 
required to file a tax return. Typical 
taxpayers who are either employees or 
retired and drawing pensions or Social 
Security find the threshold increases 
over age 65. Single filers over age 65 
do not need to file returns if their in-
comes are $14,050 or under. Married 
filers over age 65 have a threshold of 
$27,400. If primary or sole income co-
mes from Social Security or a pension, 
those over age 65 may not have to file 
returns at all.

Elderly or disabled tax credit

Differing from deductions, a credit for 
taxpayers is available to people age 65 
or older or retired persons on perma-
nent and total disability who receive 
taxable disability income for the tax 
year, according to the Internal Reve-
nue Service. In addition, this credit is 
for those who have an adjusted gross 
income or the total of nontaxable So-
cial Security, pensions, annuities, or 
disability income under specific limits. 
The eligibility levels change from year 
to year. Credits range from $3,750 to 
$7,500.

These are some of the tax breaks Ame-
rican seniors can expect when filing 
their income tax returns. Speak with 
an accountant and financial planner 
about other perks that come with 
aging. Individuals also can visit www.
irs.gov for further information. 

Offering Tax Preparation and bookkeeping services.
501 W 3RD ST STE 9B 

(Sprinchhorn building through the left side entrance)

BE C K E R I N K 
Bookkeeping & Tax Prep

Call/text 716-640-0590 for more info

Stacey A. CurryStacey A. Curry
716-262-2198 or 716-397-5488716-262-2198 or 716-397-5488

staceycurry1108@yahoo.comstaceycurry1108@yahoo.com
Tax Preparation and BookkeepingTax Preparation and Bookkeeping

B & C  Tax and Bookkeeping LLC
61 East Main Street • Westf ield, NY 14787

John Morgante
CPA

john@bandctax.com
(716) 326-3386

INCOME TAX SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS 
AND SMALL BUSINESSES

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

GERACI & CO INC Established 1995

TAXES AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
BUSINESS START-UPS
18 E 3RD ST l JAMESTOWN, NY 14701
716-499-5646 l 716-487-2800 Ofc l 716-486-2801 Fax
taxprogeraci.com

Income Tax Preparation and 
Bookkeeping Services 

Kimberly Sherbine
IRS Registered Tax Preparer

716-294-9713
342 Crossman Street

Jamestown, NY 14701

Tax breaks for Senior Citizens
Contributed by
Metro Creative

"Think of the tax 
deduction as a travel 

discount."
~ Bradford Tax Institute LIKE/FOLLOW US

@chautauquagazette

@chautauquagazette

www.CHQgazette.com

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ
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“Our Story, Our Strength, Our 
Responsibility” is the subject of 
Patricia Graves’ message when she 
speaks  this Sunday, March 1, at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Jamestown’s 10:30 a.m. hybrid 
service. Graves believes that the history 
of Jamestown belongs to everyone 
who has called it home, that it is the 
collective story of all who have lived, 
worked, struggled, and thrived here. 
We all share the responsibility to 
ensure that these stories are preserved 
and told, because they reflect who we 
are as a community. By empowering 
people to share their voices and 
experiences, we safeguard the richness, 
diversity, and truth of Jamestown’s history for future generations. Driven 
by a personal commitment to support community growth and positive 
change, Graves serves on several local boards and committees, including 
the YWCA Jamestown, Rotary Club of Jamestown, and the Jamestown 
Renaissance Corporation. All are welcome to the service and coffee hour that 
follows at 1255 Prendergast Avenue. To participate virtually, use the link at 
UUJamestown.org/calendar.

Patricia Graves Speaks Sunday 
on Preserving Our History

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, 

RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE
• Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
• Boilers & Radient Floor Heating
• Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
• Water & Sewer Excavation
• Drain Cleaning
• Backflow Device - Certified Testing
• Video Inspection

6624 RT 60 Between6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & CassadagaSinclairville & Cassadaga

962-9315962-9315
595-3408595-3408

COMPLETE CAR CARE COMPLETE CAR CARE 
CENTERCENTER

Brakes • Batteries 
Alignment

Mufflers Shocks 
MacPherson Struts

Oil Changes
NYS Inspections 

Windshield Wipers

AUTO, TRUCK & AUTO, TRUCK & 
FARM, LAWNMOWER, FARM, LAWNMOWER, 

WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRESWHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!

Financing 
Available!

Western Plow Retailer

Lighthouse 
Point Grocery
5262 West Lake Road
Mayville, NY 14757
(716) 753-2829

Pizza
Subs
& More

716-234-4014 111 West Main Street       
Sherman, NY

8101 Ravlin Hill Rd, Panama, NY 14767

716---355---8841

YOUR SOURCE FOR ALL THINGS HUNTING
COMPOUND BOWS   CROSSBOWS   ARROWS   

TREE SADDLES   TREE STANDS

GROUND BLINDS   ELEVATED BLINDS

SCENTS   LURES   BROADHEADS

TRAIL CAMERAS   BINOCULARS

STOP IN AND CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY

7938 Rte 474 Panama NY 14767

The DoubleTree by Hilton 
Jamestown is celebrating 
one of its own after Amber 
Huber was named Lodging 
Employee of the Year 
for properties with 150 
rooms or less by the New 
York State Hospitality and 
Tourism Association.

The award was presented 
during the 2025 Stars of the Industry 
Awards at The Otesaga Hotel in 
Cooperstown. Each year, NYSHTA 
honors individuals and properties 
across the state who demonstrate 
excellence, dedication and a lasting 
impact on New York’s hospitality 
and tourism industry. More than 
150 nominations were submitted, 
highlighting the depth of talent 
throughout the state.

Huber’s recognition places Jamestown 
firmly on the statewide hospitality 
map. Judges selected winners based 
on their extraordinary contributions 
to their workplaces, communities and 
the industry at large. Honorees are 
recognized for setting the standard for 
service, leadership and innovation.
For local residents planning a fall 
or winter staycation, the award is a 
reminder that high-caliber hospitality 
is available close to home. The 

DoubleTree by Hilton Jamestown 
offers a convenient downtown location 
within walking distance of the National 
Comedy Center, the Lucille Ball Desi 
Arnaz Museum and local restaurants 
and shops. Guests can enjoy 
comfortable accommodations and on-
site dining without leaving the city.

A staycation can be as simple as 
booking a night away to relax, 
ordering room service, visiting nearby 
attractions or enjoying a quiet evening 
downtown. With award-winning 
staff like Huber helping lead the 
guest experience, visitors can expect 
attentive service and hometown pride.

NYSHTA officials said the 2025 
winners embody the very best of 
hospitality and continue to make 
New York State a premier travel 
destination. For Jamestown, that 
excellence is happening right here at 
the DoubleTree.

DoubleTree by Hilton 
Jamestown Employee 
Honored as Best NYS

Contributed by
DoubleTree by 

Hilton Jamestown

"Travel brings power and love 
back into your life."

~Rumi Jalalud-Din

LIKE/FOLLOW US
@chautauquagazette

@chautauquagazette

www.CHQgazette.com

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ

Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo

Front office manager Amber Huber
accepts her award
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ribbean getaway on the magnificent 
MSC Grandiosa, I knew it would 
be a special bonding experience, so 
I agreed to go. I have always been a 
fan of The Love Boat, so I guess you 
could say I finally got to live out my 
childhood dream…minus the cap-
tain’s hat and dramatic slow-motion 
wave from the deck (although there 
were plenty of fast-motion waves!). 

I  thoroughly enjoyed my time with 
my mom and her “Golden Girls” 
friends. I was their “Golden Girl in 
Training,” and I have to say, even 
though I was technically the trainee, 
they were all young at heart and 
some of the most fun people on the 
ship. Traveling  with them made the 
experience unforgettable, and I truly 
appreciate every one of those won-
derful ladies for welcoming me right 
into their circle.

Before I get into what I have learned 
and what might benefit you if you are 
preparing for a cruise vacation, I also 
want to say how grateful I am to my 
mom for inviting me on this trip. It 
meant more to me than she probably 
realizes, and I will always treasure 
the memories of our week together 
aboard the Grandiosa.

Here are some tips for first-time 
cruise vacationers from a “Golden 
Girl in Training”:

•	 Expect Delays – On embarkment 
day, there was a long delay in boar-
ding the ship due to a stowaway 
that they could not find. My ad-
vice? Expect the unexpected. 
Don’t wait till you’re on the cruise 

ship to start your vacation. 
Just lean into the delays, and 
have fun while you wait.

•	 Pack a “carry-on bag” –  My 
mother’s suitcase was one 
of the 50 bags that did not 
arrive at our room. At 10:00 
pm, I went on a scavenger 
hunt to find my mother’s 
suitcase. No worries! I 
found it – after looking 
inside a few other suitcases that 
looked like hers. Her tag was cut 
off,  and her “AirTag” had no idea 
where it was.

•	 Packing tips: This advice may ap-
ply more to women, but pack less! 
You will never wear everything 
you pack, and you’ll likely end up 
buying some cute sundresses on 
the ship!

•	 If you enjoy lively crowds, spon-
taneous games of human bumper 
cars, and elevators that encourage 
instant friendships, this is defini-
tely the place to be!

•	 When it comes to the food,  If your 
vacation philosophy is “try eve-
rything at least twice,” the cruise 
ship will be your paradise. You may 
want to warn your waistband in ad-
vance and schedule a salad reunion 
when you get back.

•	 Make sure to study the ship  map 
before arriving. You don’t want to 
walk all the way down to one end 
of the ship to find out you have to 
be on the other end of the ship in 
5 minutes and on a different floor.

•	 If you like to have your coffee in the 
morning in a quiet place, request 
that your coffee and breakfast be 
sent to your room. Make sure you 
pick a time that you want to wake 

up because the crew will 
knock on your door bri-
ght and early. Plus, it just 
feels so luxurious having 
your coffee and breakfast brought 
to you! Speaking of the crew, I was 
beyond impressed with how hard 
they work. They are constantly 
moving, smiling, helping, clea-
ning, serving, and somehow still 
manage to be cheerful no matter 
what time of day it is. They truly  
keep the whole floating city run-
ning.

•	 If you want to go on an excursion 
to one of the Islands, make sure 
you do all your research before you 
get off the ship. Otherwise, you 
may be tasting rum in your cake, 
ice cream, tea, cold drink, lunch, 
etc., and by the end of the excur-
sion, you will need help finding 
your way back  to the ship. Or if 
you plan to spend the day on the 
beach on the ship’s private island, 
make sure you know which beach 
your rental is at, or you might find 
yourself touring the whole island 
trying to find it!

•	 In the evening, be selective when 
choosing a lounge to hang out at. 
The music is great, and dancing 
can be fun, but there can be men 
who prey on the Golden Girls. I 
witnessed it firsthand with a young 

gentleman who tried to get very 
chummy with my mom and her 
friends at the bar.

•	 Don’t be alarmed when the cap-
tain makes an announcement (at 
5:30 AM!!!) and stops the ship 
when you are outside Cuba. It is 
probably an emergency involving 
a crew member needing medical 
attention and being taken off the 
ship to the nearest hospital. Once 
again, expect the unexpected and 
remember you’re on vacation. 

•	 Lastly, learn how to flow with the 
boat when the ship flows through 
6–7 foot waves. I tried to graceful-
ly walk on the ship without falling 
over. I even tried to fly as Rose did 
on the Titanic, but the ship’s crew 
yelled at me.

If you never been on a cruise ship, I 
highly recommend you give it a try 
and don’t expect anything, just go 
with the flow. Embrace the sway of 
the ship. And if you happen to find 
yourself surrounded by a fabulous 
group of “Golden Girls,” consider 
yourself very fortunate. You’ll laugh 
more, dance more, and realize they 
might just out-cruise you.

Destination Sun & Sand

Continued from Front Page

Liz Nixon and her mother, Lynn 
Osmers

Liz Nixon, "The Golden Girl in Training"  
and "The Golden Girls"

Lessons from My First Cruise: 
Adventures of a Golden Girl in Training

Vacation means something different to everyone. For some, it’s the sway 
of the ocean beneath their feet. For others, it's the quiet reward of a 

mountain summit earned step by step. In the features that follow, a pair 
of mother-son writers share their distinct travel experiences, offering 

personal insights, practical tips, and a reminder that the best getaways 
aren’t just about where you go, but how you experience the journey.
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Destination Outdoor Adventure

Continued from Front Page

Smart Steps on the Trail: 
Practical Hiking Tips for Every Season

trail traffic that tends to build by 
late morning. Wear lightweight 
moisture-wicking clothing such 
as merino wool or some sort of 
merino wool/polyester blend, 
which helps regulate body tem-
perature and keeps you com-
fortable even when you sweat. 
Carry plenty of water to prevent 
dehydration, and if you are 
planning a longer hike, consi-
der bringing electrolyte packets 
to stay properly hydrated. Take 
regular breaks in shaded areas 
when possible so your body has 
time to cool down and recover.

In winter, preparation becomes 
even more important. Always 
bring extra layers because tempe-
ratures can shift quickly, especial-
ly if elevation changes are invol-
ved. You will want a base layer to 
keep moisture off your skin, a mid 
layer for insulation, and a shell to 
protect you from wind and snow. 
Snowshoes and micro-spikes or 
crampons are a necessity in win-
ter, not only for traction but also 
for safety on icy or packed trails. 
Always check the weather forecast 
before heading out, as conditions 
can change quickly in colder mon-
ths and storms can move in faster 
than expected.

In both seasons, bring a map and 
tell someone where you plan on 
hiking and what time you expect 
to return. Pack essentials like 
protein bars and other snacks, a 
first-aid kit, compass, phone, and 
a battery pack so you are not left 
without power if your hike runs 
longer than planned. Another 
great tool is the Garmin InReach, 
which allows you to send out texts 

even with no service and, in an 
emergency, can send a distress 
message to local emergency ser-
vices. Weather in the mountains 
during any season can change in 
an instant, so knowing when to 
call it a day and turn back is very 
important. Always remember: 
turning around is not failure. It is 
good judgment and the mark of a 
seasoned hiker.

Trail Picks from a Seasoned 
Hiker

In the Northeast:
The Adirondack Mountains of-
fer endless trail options from re-
laxed forest walks to high peaks. 
The White Mountains in New 
Hampshire are known for their 
incredible views and rapidly 
changing weather. Vermont’s 
Green Mountains offer beau-
tiful wooded trails, especially 
during foliage season. Acadia 
National Park combines ocean 
scenery with mountain hikes, 
and Baxter State Park is a more 
rugged destination famous for 
its wilderness feel and Mount 
Katahdin.

Out West:
Rocky Mountain National Park 
features alpine lakes, wildlife, 
and high-elevation trails. Me-
dicine Bow National Forest of-
fers wide-open landscapes and 
peaceful backcountry routes. 
Zion National Park is known for 
its towering canyon walls and 
iconic hikes, while Grand Teton 
National Park delivers breath-
taking mountain scenery and 
trails for every skill level.

"Not all those who 
wander are lost."

~ J.R.R. Tolkien

Cottonwood Pass, ColoradoCottonwood Pass, Colorado

Franconia Ridge, New HampshireFranconia Ridge, New HampshireBig Slide Trail in the Adirondacks Big Slide Trail in the Adirondacks 

Big Slide Trail in the Adirondacks Big Slide Trail in the Adirondacks 

Scarp Ridge Trail Near Aspen, ColoradoScarp Ridge Trail Near Aspen, Colorado

Scarp Ridge Trail Near Aspen, ColoradoScarp Ridge Trail Near Aspen, Colorado

See more of James' photography  
on Instagram @jamesnixonphoto
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sorts, I learned lots of great tips on what to 
do and what not to do when vacationing 
at Walt Disney World. If your spring break 
happens to take you to Orlando this year, I 
hope you find my article helpful!

As most people know, Disney World can 
be very expensive, and many of us are only 
able to go once in a lifetime. So, you would 
want to make the most of your time and 
have the most magical experience that you 
can. Obviously, you can’t do everything, 
no matter how long you stay. I was there 
for five months and feel like I still barely 
scratched the surface of the many activi-
ties that each park and resort has to offer. 
However, I did learn some tricks of the 
trade and must-dos for families that I'm 
glad to share for your happy Disney Vaca-
tion. 

First, whether you stay at a Disney Resort 
or not, I highly recommend character di-
ning. Character dining is one of the more 
inexpensive, immersive experiences that 
you can have at Walt Disney World, and 
the food is always insanely good. I found 
that some of the best character dining 
spots for breakfast, such as The Crystal 
Palace or The Whispering Canyon Cafe 
at The Wilderness Lodge, are great ways 
to start the day, especially if you have a big 
one planned. Of course, it all depends on 
what characters you’d like to see or what 
dining experience you prefer the most, but 
as I mentioned, the food is always good. I 
would suggest making reservations for the 
coveted character dining immediately af-
ter booking your trip. 

On that thought, and not to sound contra-
dictory, but one of the biggest mistakes I 
observed when interacting with the guests 
is overscheduling. Many would make too 
many reservations in a day, resulting in 
more focus on the strategy of timing rather 
than on availing themselves of the sur-
prises and impromptu moments that the 
magical day can bring. I ran into too many 
moms stressed over FastPass fury, lug-

ging children broken down in tears with 
exhaustion. One key factor that families 
should know before vacationing at Walt 
Disney World is that Disney, especially 
park days, can never be fully anticipated. 
Sure, you should plan, but also know that 
you cannot control wait times nor the 
happy whims or emotional breakdowns of 
children at any random moment. The best 
thing to do, from my experience witnes-
sing thousands of families, is to just go with 
the flow. You must be ready to deal with 
the uncertainty of the rides and attractions 
in the parks. It seemed consistently better 
to approach the park with less stringent 
expectations to allow for family flexibili-
ty, instead of overbooking. I recommend 
making no more than five reservations 
per day, including your ride fast passes, 
attractions and dining. Instead, learn how 
to follow the Disney apps to navigate your 
Disney day as it so moves you. 

Before going on your trip, the two apps 
you should download on each of your 
travelers' phones are the My Disney Ex-
perience and the Magic Guide for Disney 
World. The experience app is a must-have 
for three main reasons. The first reason is 
to check the wait times for attractions and 
rides so you may assess which are popular 
on your visiting day and not. The second 
reason is for reservations for restaurants 
and fast passes. Fast passes will help ensure 
you can ride the more popular rides on 
busy days - but again, prioritize your top 
must-dos and don't overbook. The third 
major reason I suggest using the app is for 
mobile orders. Mobile orders at Disney 
World are a cheat code for saving time. 
Usually, mobile orders are the priority at 
counter service eateries and you may save 
as much as thirty minutes at each spot. 
At Disney, time is your enemy, so don't 
stress, but be smart. The Magic Guide for 
Disney World app can also be very helpful, 
showing the best times to go to each park 
and the specific weather all day.

Although you can’t do everything at each 

park and resort, there are some rides and 
attractions that I recommend you make a 
priority. On the attractions side in Animal 
Kingdom, I highly recommend the Lion 
King show and the Macaw show at the 
Tree of Life. Both have low wait times and, 
in my opinion, are some of the best shows 
in all the parks. In Hollywood Studios, 
the Indiana Jones show and Fantasmic 
are both classics that your family would 
hate to miss. EPCOT is very popular for 
drinking and eating around the world. 
However, this park's fireworks show, The 
Symphony of Us, is a beautiful spectacle 
that I really think all Disney-goers must 
see. In Magic Kingdom, you obviously 
must see the evening Cinderella Castle 
show, but another attraction that is very 
entertaining and has no wait time is the 
Monsters Inc. Laugh Lab. In Disney, you 
can’t do every ride, but there are at least 

five that I'd call must-dos. The Guardians 
ride is the absolute best in all the parks, in 
my opinion, and must be experienced at 
least once before you leave. In the Magic 
Kingdom, Space Mountain and Tiana's 
Bayou are fun rides that usually don’t have 
long wait times. In Hollywood Studios, 
the Tower of Terror is its worthy signature 
ride and in Animal Kingdom, the Flight of 
Passage Avatar ride is just amazing.

Bottom line: Even if you can’t get every-
thing done, Disney is still a great expe-
rience and its cast members must be the 
most welcoming and entertaining workers 
in the tourism industry!

Nate Cornell spent first semester of 
his sophomore year with the Disney 
College Program. He attends Ithaca 
College.

Destination Disney

Continued from Front Page

Submitted Photos from the Cornell family's Submitted Photos from the Cornell family's 
visit to Disney's Cast Member Nate.visit to Disney's Cast Member Nate.

EpcotEpcot

Animal KingdomAnimal KingdomMagic KingdomMagic Kingdom Hollywood StudiosHollywood Studios
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The New Neighbors Coalition and 
St. Luke’s Church warmly invite 
the community—parishioners, 
neighbors, and friends of all ages—to 
join us for a  family-friendly cultural 
celebration of Purim on  Monday, 
March 2 at 6pm in the St. Luke’s 
Undercroft located at 410 N Main 
Street in Jamestown.

Purim is a joyful 
Jewish festival that 
celebrates courage, 
hope, and the 
triumph of light 
over darkness, 
rooted in the ancient 
story of Queen Esther. 
Through storytelling, 
costumes, food, and laughter, Purim 
invites communities to remember 
how faith, bravery, and solidarity 
can change the course of history. At 
St. Luke’s, we offer this gathering as 
an opportunity to  learn, celebrate, 
and rejoice together, honoring our 
shared values of joy, resilience, and 
care for one another. Children are 
especially welcome, and costumes are 
encouraged.

The celebration will include age-
appropriate activities, learning  how 

to make  hamantaschen and other 
festive treats, music, and storytelling 
moments that invite participation 
from the whole family. Members of 
the  Winged Ox Players  will stage the 
drama with audience participation, 
bringing the story of Purim to life in a 
joyful and engaging way.

This event is cultural and educational 
in nature and is open to everyone, 

regardless of background or 
tradition. Come celebrate 

joy, friendship, and the 
richness of our wider 
human family.

The event is free and 
open to the public. 
Donations of $5-10 

suggested to help offset 
cost of the event. However, 

money should not be a barrier, and 
all are welcome to attend regardless of 
ability to pay.

New Neighbors Coalition is a 
community-based immigration 
support effort housed at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church and funded through 
a NYS Office of New American grant. 
For general inquiry, to volunteer and to 
stay connected, follow www.facebook.
com/NewNeighborsCoalition, email 
Momina Di Blasio at momina@
stlukesjamestown.org or call the St. 
Luke’s office at (716) 483 – 6405.

New Neighbors Coalition Program 
at St. Luke’s Hosts A Family 

Cultural Celebration of Purim
Contributed by

New Neighbors Coalition

"An adventure is only an 
inconvenience rightly considered."

~ G.K. Chesterton

First Sunday Story Time; 
Volunteers and Sponsors 

Needed for Audubon Lights

Bring your favorite 2–8-year-old(s) to Audubon Community Nature Center 
this Sunday, 12:30–1 p.m., and let storyteller Claire Certo (left) take you on 
nature reading adventures at First Sunday Story Time. To reserve your space, 
call (716) 569-2345 or go online to AudubonCNC.org/March-First-Sunday. 
The Nature Center is at 1600 Riverside Road, one-quarter mile east of Route 
62 between Jamestown and Warren.

Audubon Lights is Fridays and Saturdays from March 20 to April 4. This 
year the spectacular LED light technology features a new rainbow tunnel. 
Volunteers are needed for all kinds of tasks: to be a trail walker or fire tender 
or to help with luminary trail lighting, admission booths, snack stand, 
clean-up, or trinket sales, like Audubon Board Second Vice Chair Dr. Eugenie 
Poignard pictured here (right). To take part, contact Volunteer Coordinator 
Sharon Tefft at STefft@AudubonCNC.org or (716) 569-2345. To be a sponsor 
of Audubon Lights, contact Executive Director Aaron Sidder at ASidder@
auduboncnc.org or visit AudubonCNC.org/sponsor.

How families can navigate 
spring break vacations

Courtesy of 
Metro Creative

Spring break offers an ideal respite for 
families looking to get away from the 
hustle and bustle of daily life. Students 
can use a restful spring break to recharge 
their batteries for the home stretch of the 
school year, while parents will enjoy a 
pause from work and a school year filled 
with kids' activities.

A family-friendly spring break will 
require some planning to ensure such 
an excursion is within budget and 
appropriate for travelers of all ages. With 
that in mind, parents planning a spring 
break getaway with their children can 
consider these tips.

· Book flights as early as possible. If the 
family aspires to take to the friendly 
skies during spring break, then book 
flights well in advance so the cost 
of air travel doesn't bust the budget. 
According to the affordable travel 
experts at Dollar Flight Club, fares 
for flights between mid-March and 
early April can spike by anywhere 
from 20 percent to 50 percent. That's 
because airlines know spring break is a 
popular time to travel. While booking 
early might not lead to huge savings, 
it will give parents more freedom 
to pick and choose flights based on 
variables important to them, like flight 
times and ticket costs. The longer 
you wait, the more expensive and less 
accommodating a flight may be.

· Avoid hotspots. Spring break hotspots 
tend to be overcrowded and a little 
raucous, which is less than ideal for 
families with young children. When 
planning a family-friendly spring break, 
look for locales off the beaten path. 
Early to mid-March is peak spring 
break season for many colleges and 
universities, so if children's schools let 
out for spring during this time it may be 
wise to avoid oceanfront destinations 
that typically attract lots of college 
students. If the budget allows, spring 
break might prove an ideal time for an 
international trip with the family.

· Emphasize outdoor activities. As winter 
winds down, people from all ages tend 
to get a little cabin fever. Come spring 
break, look for destinations where 
outdoor activities abound. Access 
to activities like hiking, kayaking, 
swimming, and other outdoor favorites 
can provide a necessary escape from 
the cold weather back home.

· Visit a big city. Beaches draw crowds 
come spring break, but cities tend to 
be less overrun by tourists during this 
time of year. Consider visiting a big city 
and taking in all it has to offer. Flights 
and accommodations to such locales 
might not cost as much as travel and 
lodging to oceanfront destinations, so 
this can be a great time to visit a big city 
and take advantage of the cultural and 
culinary offerings it serves up.

Spring break need not be a budget buster 
for families looking to get away this March 
or April. 

Submitted PhotosSubmitted Photos
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EXTRA!! EXTRA!!
8:30 AM- Ashley Haefner,
Veteran Outreach Program Specialist
“VA Healthcare: Why Choose VA and
Debunking Common Myths”

9:00 AM- Courtney Barmore, Key Bank
“Identity Theft and Me”

10:00 AM- Thomas J. Warren, Esq., Center
for Elder Law and Justice, Inc.
“Identifying and Remedying Elder Abuse:
A Multi-Pronged Approach”

11:15 AM- Patricia E. McCalister, LMHC,
Autism Coach
“Nourishing the Garden of
Neurodiversity”

12:00 PM- Eylessia Stilson, Hillside
Youth Peer Support Programs

1:00 PM-  Sara Wolf, NYS Department of
Education
“ACCESS- VR Transition Services for
Students with Disabilities”

2:00 PM- Emily Paul, Roswell Cancer
Institute Center for Translation Research on
Cannabis and Cancer
“Risk Reduction & Adult Cannabis Use”

REGISTER FOR
LECTURES

RURAL MOBILE MEDICAL UNIT
HEALTH & WELLNESS EVENT & SYMPOSIUM

FREE LECTURES!

EVENT BOOKLET

FOOD TRUCK 
ON-SITE

Free round-trip transportation via CHQ Transit to the first 100
participants who call for a ride to and from the event!  
Call (716 )665-6466 or (716) 366-4500

LINK:
HTTPS://FORMS.OFFICE.COM/R/R3CKTUJ0NB

LINK:
HTTPS://BIT.LY/4QE9WYG
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RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, 

RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE
• Furnace & Air Conditioning Cleaning
• Boilers & Radient Floor Heating
• Hot Water Tanks & Tankless Systems
• Water & Sewer Excavation
• Drain Cleaning
• Backflow Device - Certified Testing
• Video Inspection

6624 RT 60 Between6624 RT 60 Between
Sinclairville & CassadagaSinclairville & Cassadaga

962-9315962-9315
595-3408595-3408

COMPLETE CAR CARE COMPLETE CAR CARE 
CENTERCENTER

Brakes • Batteries 
Alignment

Mufflers Shocks 
MacPherson Struts

Oil Changes
NYS Inspections 

Windshield Wipers

AUTO, TRUCK & AUTO, TRUCK & 
FARM, LAWNMOWER, FARM, LAWNMOWER, 

WHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRESWHEELBARROW, & ATV TIRES

ON THE FARM TIRE SERVICE!

Financing 
Available!

Western Plow Retailer

Lube-Oil Filters • NYS Inspections
Tires & TPS Repair • Brakes
Shocks & Struts • Batteries

Exhaust • Accessories
Propane Bi-Fuel Systems by Icom

Automotive & Conversion Center 

QUALITY REPAIRS FROM A NAME YOU TRUST 

LICTUSAUTO.COM
716-355-1041 • 8706 E. MAIN ST. CLYMER, NY

Lube-Oil Filters • NYS Inspections
Tires & TPS Repair • Brakes
Shocks & Struts • Batteries

Exhaust • Accessories
Propane Bi-Fuel Systems by Icom

Automotive & Conversion Center 

QUALITY REPAIRS FROM A NAME YOU TRUST 

LICTUSAUTO.COM
716-355-1041 • 8706 E. MAIN ST. CLYMER, NY

Lube-Oil Filters • NYS Inspections
Tires & TPS Repair • Brakes
Shocks & Struts • Batteries

Exhaust • Accessories
Propane Bi-Fuel Systems by Icom

Automotive & Conversion Center 

QUALITY REPAIRS FROM A NAME YOU TRUST 

LICTUSAUTO.COM
716-355-1041 • 8706 E. MAIN ST. CLYMER, NY

Lube-Oil Filters • NYS Inspections
Tires & TPS Repair • Brakes
Shocks & Struts • Batteries

Exhaust • Accessories
Propane Bi-Fuel Systems by Icom

Automotive & Conversion Center 

QUALITY REPAIRS FROM A NAME YOU TRUST 

LICTUSAUTO.COM
716-355-1041 • 8706 E. MAIN ST. CLYMER, NY

PROUD TO BE LOCAL!

Buccolas Auto ServiceBuccolas Auto ServiceBuccolas Auto Service
201 West Main St

Falconer NY 14733
For All Your Car Care Needs

See Joe or Gordy (716) 665-4491

����������������������� ������������

����������������������������
������
��������
�	����������

• Auto Sales & Service •

FINN’SFINN’S Prep 
your 

car for 
spring!

Keeping Our Farmers Moving Forward!
2463 Peck Settlement Rd • Jamestown, NY • 716-665-3779 • 1-800-622-1190

M.A.C.TRUCK 
PARTS & EQUIPMENT CO.

NEW, HEAVY DUTY AND REBUILT
Your Complete Truck Parts & Equipment Specialist!

We Clean Diesel Exhaust Filters

GET ROAD TRIP READY!

124 W. Main Street, Sherman
761-6875

Selling Used Bikes • ATVs • Snowmobiles

Ottaway & WoodsOttaway & Woods
AUTO PARTSAUTO PARTS

Woods Power SportsWoods Power Sports
& REPAIR SHOP& REPAIR SHOP

We carry new tires for every type
of weather, price range and in wide 

variety of styles.

Call us for an experienced
auto mechanic you can

depend on today!

We will get you back in your
vehicle and on the road again!

Southern ExchangeAUTO

• AUTO SALES & SERVICE •
TIRESTIRES

2259 Foote Ave. Ext., Jamestown

716-483-2818

It’s best to be prepared with the right kind of tires. 
We carry new tires for every type

of weather, price range and in wide 
variety of styles.

Call us for an experienced
auto mechanic you can

depend on today!

We will get you back in your
vehicle and on the road again!

Southern ExchangeAUTO

• AUTO SALES & SERVICE •
TIRESTIRES

2259 Foote Ave. Ext., Jamestown

716-483-2818

It’s best to be prepared with the right kind of tires. 
2259 Foote Ave. Ext., Jamestown l 716-483-2818

We carry a wide variety of 
new tires for every weather 
condition & price range!

Call us for an experienced 
auto mechanic you can 
depend on today!

Prepare Now and be 
Road Trip-Ready

The allure of the open road compels mil-
lions of people to get behind the wheel 
and set off in the direction of new hori-
zons every year. A freedom of adventure 
is an inherent trait of road trips, and these 
excursions can be incredible ways to ex-
plore the sights. But vehicle preparation is 
important before taking to the open road.

Vehicle breakdowns can derail a road trip 
quite quickly. Breakdowns can be costly 
and are always inconvenient. According 
to AAA, tire-related issues consistently 
rank among the top reasons for roadside 
assistance calls. AAA data also shows 
battery-related issues account for a signi-
ficant portion of roadside calls. Here are 
some key areas to address when prepa-
ring a vehicle for a road trip.

•	Tires, tires, tires: Incorrect tire pressure 
can affect fuel efficiency and handling. 
Ensure tires are inflated to the correct 
PSI as indicated in the driver's side 
door jamb or in the vehicle's owner's 
manual. Inspect the tread depth on all 
tires to ensure it is adequate, and also 
look for any tire damage like cracks, 
embedded objects or bulges. While 
you're checking the tires, make sure the 
spare is inflated and in good condition.

•	Battery life: Many automotive centers 
offer free battery testing. If the batte-
ry is between three and five years old, 
consider having it checked or replaced. 
Use a wire brush to clean battery termi-
nals of corrosion.

•	Under the hood: If a road trip is close to 
the next oil change, do it before leaving. 

Ensure that all coolant levels are cor-
rect, and that the brake fluid isn't low. 
Transmission fluid and power steering 
fluid also should be checked. Refill the 
wiper fluid reservoir to maintain visibi-
lity on the trip.

•	Belts and hoses: Inspect the belts for 
cracks and fraying. Check the hoses for 
leaks and bulges.

•	Brakes: Brakes are the primary safety 
system. If the brakes squeal, grind or 
pulse when you are braking, they may 
need to be replaced. The same can be 
said if a visual brake pad inspection in-
dicates the pads are thinning.

•	Essentials kit: Even with the best pre-
paration, unexpected issues can hap-
pen on road trips. That's why it's a good 
idea to have a kit stocked with jumper 
cables, a portable air compressor to fill 
tires, first-aid kit, flashlight with extra 
batteries, basic tools, flares, water, and 
non-perishable snacks. A blanket or 
warm clothing or reflective vest also is 
helpful.

•	Documentation: Don't leave home 
without a driver's license, vehicle re-
gistration and proof of insurance. If 
you are part of a roadside assistance 
program, keep the contact information 
and member number handy. While 
GPS tools on phones and other de-
vices are very efficient, they're only as 
good as the cellular signal. Paper maps 
or printed directions are a backup for 
GPS.

A successful road trip starts with prepa-
ration. Ensuring the car or truck is road-
ready is very important.

Contributed by
Metro Creative
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731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY
731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

THINK 
SPRING

Get your vehicle roadtrip ready.
Out with the winter salt &  

onto your spring break sun!  
Visit us again when you come back, 

soaked in sand!

Moving This Spring? 
E N J OY  

20%  OFF
A L L  O U R  M O V I N G 

S U P P L I E S .
U H AU L

731 E A S T  2 N D  S T R E E T
J A M E S TO W N , N Y

AUTO DETAILING

63 W. 17TH ST.  •  JAMESTOWN

716-490-7848
emmickcollisionservices@gmail.com

 

COLLISION & RUST REPAIR
JOHN MORREALE

Over 25 Years Experience

SERVICING: Cars, Trucks, Boats, Motorcycles, Antiques...
WE WILL PAINT ANYTHING that you’d like restored to New!

3148 Fluvanna Ave., Jamestown 716-489-1414

3RD GENERATION BODY MAN • PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN

WE WORK WITH YOU ON DEDUCTIBLES & PAYMENT PLANS

FREE ESTIMATES! 
COMPETITIVE PRICING! 

DEALER DISCOUNTS!

Family owned & Operated Since 1956

881 Foote Avenue • Jamestown, NY 14701

TODD & MICHELLE PITTS

(716) 483-1919 5511 Church St., Conewango Valley, NY 14726

S.L. Garage & Towing LLC
Owner - Shaun Lanphere

Auto Body Repair • Mechanical Work • Tires
24 hr. Towing & Roadside Assistance

(716) 969-1146

AUTO SALES
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE
COMPLETE REPAIR SERVICE

716-487-3505
506 North Main St l Jamestown, NY

Your Neighborly 
Professionals
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Lube, Change Oil &
        Replace Filter

QWIK LUBE
$$42420000

777 Foote Ave., Jamestown 483-0700 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12

COUPON EXPIRES 3/31/26

Now MinorRepairs

10 
Minute 
Service

NYS
Inspections

Synthetic Blend +TAX
up to 5 qts

  Now Doing  Alignments

PPG Paints • Batteries • Shocks •Bedliners
Exhaust Systems • Fenders

Home Town Owned & Operated
Knowledgeable and friendly customer service.

Randolph Auto Supply
716-358-6222

Opened for business Oct 10, 1976!

Mon, Tues, Wed 8-5 • Thurs & Fri 8-5:30 • Sat 8-1 
18 Jamestown St • Randolph

716-708-6461
2345 Foote Ave. Ext. l Jamestown, NY 14701

Let us get you Road Trip Ready this spring!

Full Service

AUTOMATIC CAR WASH
242 E. Main St. • Fredonia • 716-679-0816

Complete Automotive Repair
• Brakes • NY State Inspection • Exhaust 

• Diagnostics • A/C Service  Engine Repairs
 • Tune Ups  Charging Systems  Tires 

• Propane • Towing

Monthly Membership Available

Full Service

AUTOMATIC CAR WASH
242 E. Main St. • Fredonia • 716-679-0816

Complete Automotive Repair
• Brakes • NY State Inspection • Exhaust 

• Diagnostics • A/C Service  Engine Repairs
 • Tune Ups  Charging Systems  Tires 

• Propane • Towing

Monthly Membership Available

Monthly 
Membership 

Available

719-934-4950
756 Routes 5 & 20  •  PO Box 217  •  Irving, NY

Alignments  •  Custom Exhaust  •  Brakes  •  All Major & Minor Repairs
Trailer & Automotive Sales

10798 Bennett Rd. 
Dunkirk, NY 14048

716-366-5550

4819 Route 474
Ashville, NY 14710

Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm763-8945

Auto Repair
Brakes & Belts
Check Engine

Exhaust & Electrical
Batteries & Wipers
Transmissions

Air Conditioning
AUTO REPAIR

PIKE’S

GET ROAD 
TRIP READY!

We offer personalized and professional service to our customers
and strive to stay competitive in today’s insurance industry.

Robin Kiendl, Agent

Follow us on Facebook!

Home - Auto - Umbrella
Recreational Vehicles - Business

800 Fairmount Ave. • Suite A • Jamestown, NY 14701
p. 716.483.5525 • f. 716.664.0933 • robin@garynjohnsoninsurance.com

SERVING CASSADAGA & SURROUNDING AREAS 
FOR GENERATIONS!

HOMETOWN SERVICE
CONVENIENT LOCATION

Owner Kirk Tyler is an ASE Certified Technician with over 50 years hands on experience. 
Long time employee Kyle Paisley is an excellent Technician.

• NYS Inspections • Tires • Diagnostics & Electrical • Brakes
• Charging & Starting SYS • Chasis • Suspension • Exhaust • Engine
• Mechanical & Tune-up • Transmission Service • Fluids & Filters

• Interstate Battery Dealer • Welding & Fabricating • Towing Services

KCR EnterprisesKCR Enterprises34 South Main Street
Cassadaga, NY 14718

716-595-2324
Facebook KCR Enterprises
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A new historical lecture series, 
free and open to the public, will 
begin this March at Patterson 
Library in Westfield. Known as the 
“Fireside Lecture Series,” this new 
programming is a collaboration 
between the Chautauqua County 
Historical Society (CCHS) and the 
library. The first lecture in this series 
is scheduled for March 5 and will 
feature Norman Carlson, Chautauqua 
County Historian, who will present 
on the Chautauqua County's ties to 
American Independence on its 250th 
anniversary year. 

The Fireside Lecture Series 
was developed after the library 
approached CCHS in late 2025, 
seeking collaboration to develop 
programming that focuses on history 
and, more specifically, local and 
regional history covering Chautauqua 
County and Western New York. After 
meeting and discussing further, the 
two organizations settled on a lecture 
series that focuses primarily on local 
history, but would also cover other 
topics related to general history, as the 
opportunity allowed.

In all, eight lectures are planned for the 
inaugural year. The Fireside Lecture 

Series for 2026 will take place on the 
first Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. 
in March, April, May, June, September, 
October, November, and December.
The schedule of lectures for the first 
half of the year includes: Chautauqua 
County Celebrates America’s 250th 
with Norman Carlson, Chautauqua 
County historian (March 5); The 
History of the Grange with Pamela 
Brown, Harmony town historian 
(April 2); Westfield Native and 
Kentucky Derby Champion Vince 
Powers, with Randy Anderson, 
Chautauqua Sports Hall of Fame 
director (May 7); and the Geological 
History of Western New York with Dr. 
Thomas Hegna from SUNY Fredonia 
( June 4).

Additional lectures for the second half of 
the year will be announced this summer.

All lectures will take place at Patterson 
Library (40 S. Portage St., Westfield), 
again beginning at 6 p.m., and are free 
and open to the public.

To learn more about the Fireside 
Lecture Series, visit CCHSMcClurg.
org or PattersonLib.org. To learn 
more about the Chautauqua County 
Historical Society, visit its website 
or stop by its headquarters at the 
McClurg Museum, 20 E. Main Street 
in Westfield, during regular hours of 
operation.

Chautauqua County 
Historical Society Announces 

Fireside Lecture Series

Contributed by
Chautauqua County 

Historical Society

Molitor, Borrello Sponsor Bill to 
Modernize County Forest Lands

Assemblyman Andrew Mo-
litor (R,C–Westfield) and 
Sen. George Borrello (SD-
57) are sponsoring legislation 
(A.10161) that would allow 
Chautauqua County to swap 
several small, isolated parcels 
of reforested land for a larger, 
more accessible property that 
can better serve residents and 
future generations.

The parcels identified in the 
bill are currently difficult to 
access and are not being used 
for recreation or conservation. 
The legislation would allow the 
county to discontinue those 
underutilized parcels only af-
ter acquiring and dedicating 
replacement land of equal or 
greater value.

“This legislation allows Chau-
tauqua County to manage its 
public lands more effectively 
while strengthening long-term 
environmental stewardship,” 
said Molitor. “We are not re-
ducing protected land. We are 
improving how it’s organized 
and used.”

The bill includes safeguards to 
protect the public interest. If 
the discontinued land is ever 
used for any purpose outside 
what the legislation allows, it 
must be restored and main-
tained as reforested land under 
county law.

Molitor emphasized that the 
proposal modernizes the coun-
ty’s land holdings and better 
aligns conservation areas with 
existing parkland.

“This is about smart land man-
agement,” said Borrello. “By 
consolidating small, isolated 
parcels into larger, more prac-
tical acreage, we are investing 
in conservation, responsible 
governance and the long-term 
benefit of Chautauqua County 
residents.”

Assemblyman Molitor rep-
resents the 150th Assembly 
District, encompassing all of 
Chautauqua County. For more 
information on Assemblyman 
Molitor, please follow him on 
Facebook.

ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 150

Andrew Molitor

DISTRICT OFFICE: 716-664-7773
ALBANY OFFICE:  518-455-3563 
MOLITOR@NYASSEMBLY.GOV

SENATE DISTRICT 57

George M. Borrello

DISTRICT OFFICE: 716-664-4603
SATELLITE OFFICE: 716-372-4901
ALBANY OFFICE:  518-455-3563
borello@nysenate.gov

Sign up to receive your weekly Gazette in the Mail! 

$4/week 

To subscribe, contact 
QR code to web form to sign up (Shannon creating w Marc) 
Shannon’s name, email (tbd) and new phone (tbd)

LOVE CHAUTAUQUA? GET THE GAZETTE DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR!

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ... .ANYWHERE!!!

Attention all seasonal residents, snowbirds,  
college students, homebound individuals, and all those 
out-of -towners who will always have a place in their 
heart for Chautauqua County...

Sign up to 
receive your 

weekly Gazette 
in the Mail!

$16.95 
per month 

Subscribe now at:
www.chqgazette.com/Subscriptions

Never miss the latest news, 
events, and community 
stories from home.
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National Comedy Center Named 
#1 Best Pop Culture Museum in 

the Country by USA Today

The National Comedy Center, the 
United States’ museum and natio-
nal archive dedicated to the art form 
of comedy, was named the #1`Best 
Pop Culture Museum in the country 
by USA Today as part of the 2026 
USA Today 10Best Readers’ Choice 
Awards, it was announced today. 
https://10best.usatoday.com/awar-
ds/best-pop-culture-museum/

The National Comedy Center was 
one of 20 institutions nationwide no-
minated as the best in the U.S. in the 
pop culture category by a panel of na-
tionally recognized travel and lifestyle 
experts for the USA Today 10Best 
Readers’ Choice Awards, which 
highlight outstanding travel destina-
tions, attractions and experiences, 
lodging, shopping, food and drink, 
sports and outdoors, and more. Fellow 
nominees in the category included the 
American Sign Museum, Charles M. 
Schulz Museum, World of Coca-Co-
la, Strong National Museum of Play, 
and Comic-Con Museum. As USA 
Today notes, “America has long been 
a hotbed of pop culture, and these 
museums celebrate the very best of it, 
from movies and food to beloved cha-
racters and urban legends.”

The National Comedy Center was ul-
timately named the nation’s #1 Best 
Pop Culture Museum by popular 
vote following a four-week national 
online voting period from January 12 
through February 9, 2026.

“This national recognition from USA 
Today is a powerful acknowledgment 
of the extraordinary artists who have 
shaped comedy — the great minds, 
singular voices, and time-honed crea-
tive processes that have elevated this 
art form throughout its history,” stated 
Journey Gunderson, Executive Direc-
tor of the National Comedy Center. 
“Comedians past and present have 
helped us see the world different-
ly, challenge conventions, and bring 
people together through laughter. 
We’re honored to celebrate their work 
and grateful to the artists, supporters, 
and audiences who believe in preser-

ving comedy’s heritage while inspiring 
new generations.” 

“For Jamestown and Chautauqua 
County – and all of Western New 
York – this honor shines a national 
spotlight on our region as a cultu-
ral destination,” added Gunderson. 
“The National Comedy Center has 
become a powerful economic and 
tourism driver, drawing visitors 
from across the country and nearly  
30 countries. This recognition belongs 
to the community and its partners 
across the region who have helped 
build this cultural institution in ‘Co-
medy’s Hometown,’ and continue to 
believe in its meaningful impact.”

“Comedy sits at the heart of American 
pop culture, and at the National Co-
medy Center, visitors can experience 
it in a deeply personal and engaging 
way,” stated Gary Hahn, Vice President 
of Marketing and Communications at 
the National Comedy Center. “Our 
interactive exhibits connect people to 
the moments, memories, and cultural 
touchstones that shaped their lives — 
it’s what draws them to Jamestown 
and helps make it a destination for 
visitors from across the country and 
around the world.”

The National Comedy Center has pre-
viously received top honors from USA 
Today across multiple categories. In 
2020, it was voted the nation’s #1 “Best 
New Museum,” and in 2019, it was voted 
the #2 “Best New Attraction” while 
ranking as the #1 museum and #1 ticke-
ted attraction in the USA Today poll. 
The museum has also been named one 
of Time magazine’s “World’s Greatest 
Places,” and to U.S. News & World Re-
port’s “25 Top Family Weekend Ge-
taways in the U.S.”

This past fall, the National Come-
dy Center’s Memory Café program 
won two Gold Anthem Awards 
– a global honor from the Webby 
Awards organization recognizing 
purpose and mission-driven work 
– for excellence in Corporate Social 
Responsibility and Community En-
gagement, among fellow honorees 
including Google, PBS, UNICEF 

Contributed by
National Comedy Center

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

“The Villages of Falconer and Celeron, 
as well as the Town of Ellicott, have 
tremendous potential. I’m interested 
in the many ways we might achieve 
that potential,” said Nikki Fagerstrom 
Pierce, who is seeking candidacy for 
the Chautauqua County Legislature 
District 15.

Fagerstrom Pierce is a Village of Falco-
ner trustee and a downtown Falconer 
small business owner. She has spent 
years amassing the necessary and re-
levant experience to assist County 
government in increasing the overall 
economic and industrial successes as 
well as the quality of life for residents 
of Chautauqua County. 

Fagerstrom Pierce comes from a strong 
familial line of County, municipal and 
Civil Service workers, in addition to 
having spent more than a decade as a 
Chautauqua County employee her-
self. She is the granddaughter of the 
late Jane Fagerstrom, first and only 
female chair of the County Legislature 
in history. She counts past employers 
as The Winifred Dibert Boys and Girls 
Club of Jamestown, Jamestown After 
School Program, Heritage Ministries, 
Chautauqua Opportunities, Chau-
tauqua Works and the Chautauqua 
County Office of Probation. She has 
also served for Warren Forrest Human 
Services, in Warren, PA.

In addition to her wealth of knowledge 
and experience working with the pu-
blic, she has spent the past 20+ years 
in various volunteer roles within the 
community. She has worked with the
Joint Neighborhood Project. Additio-
nally, she has given her time and effort 
to Girls on the Run, Falconer Central 
School District, where she served as 
the PTO President from 2013-2015. 
She served as a Team Mom for her 
son's Little League team and worked 
with Kallies Krusade as well as other 
local organizations.

She is currently the proprietor and 
head baker at PersNikkity Pies Bake-
ry and Cafe, located at 9 E Main St, 
Falconer, NY. PersNikkity Pies began 
as a NYS Home Bakery in 2021 and 
quickly rose in success to opening at 
the storefront location in May 2023. 
Since opening, PersNikkity Pies has 
been awarded the CHQ Chamber Bu-
siness of the Year Award in 2024 and 
has been named a finalist in the Des-
sert Category of the Post-Journal Best 
of the Best for years 2023, 2024 and 
2025. Fagerstrom Pierce was awar-
ded the 2024 Jamestown Community 

College Alumni Community Career 
Award-Entrepreneurship.

She has been serving as a Village of 
Falconer Trustee since her appoint-
ment in February 2025 and her elec-
tion to the seat in November 2025. 
Within that position, she has worked 
with the Village and community to 
reimagine the Falconer Farmers Mar-
ket as the Falconer Farmers and Arti-
san Market. She used funds from the 
vendor fees from the FFAAM to host 
the first Community Movie Night 
in Davis Park in August 2025. She 
also brought a vision for a large com-
munity gathering to life by working 
with others to create the first Annual 
FALLconerFEST, which was held on 
Sept. 21, 2025, and marketed to and 
enjoyed by many Chautauqua County
residents.

Regarding her current interest in 
county government, she stated, “Se-
veral community and business lea-
ders have reached out to me about 
increasing our voice and represen-
tation within county government”, 
said Fagerstrom Pierce. “There are so 
many opportunities to move our local 
villages and towns forward by encou-
raging collaboration of the people in 
our businesses, local government, and 
schools. I have seen the potential, per-
sonally, working with so many good 
people in our community. I believe 
we will see many benefits by having a 
person dedicated to the success of our 
small businesses and local community 
who is in the county legislature.”

Fagerstrom Pierce will seek a nomi-
nation from the Democratic Party of 
Chautauqua County this Saturday, 
Feb. 21, 2026, in Mayville, NY.

County Legislature District 15 
contains two villages and a town,a sec-
tion of Chautauqua Lake and both the 
Falconer Central and Southwestern 
School Districts.

Business and Community 
Leader Announces Bid for 

County Office
Contributed by

Nikki Fagerstrom

Nikki Fagerstrom
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Dunkirk Antique Co-op
212 Lake Shore Dr E • Dunkirk, NY

(716) 366-0933

Open Daily 10-6

USA, AARP, World Central Kitchen, 
Sesame Workshop and more.

About the National Comedy Center
 
The National Comedy Center is the 
United States’ cultural institution, 
museum and national archive dedi-
cated to presenting the vital story of 
comedy and preserving its heritage 
for future generations. Through its 
exhibits, archives, and educational 
initiatives, the National Comedy 
Center explores the full breadth of 
comedy’s great history — spanning 
influential artists, iconic works, and 
the cultural moments that shaped 
the art form — 
and has collabo-
rated with dozens 
of artists, estates, 
and industry 
partners to pre-
serve materials 
representing comedy’s significant 
artistic, social, and political contri-
butions to American culture.

Opened in 2018 in Jamestown, New 
York, the museum complex offers an 
unprecedented, immersive visitor ex-
perience using state-of-the-art techno-
logy, interactivity, and personalization.  
Condé Nast Traveler called it “one of 
the best museums in the country,” and 
People magazine named it one of “100 
Reasons to Love America.” The mu-
seum has been featured in The New 
York Times, CBS Sunday Morning 
and on NBC’s TODAY Show, which 
called it “the Smithsonian of Comedy.”  
 
Based on the vision of Jamestown na-
tive Lucille Ball for her hometown to 
become a destination for comedy, the 
non-profit National Comedy Center’s 
mission is to provide education on the 

comedic arts in the form of commen-
tary and contextualization of its bo-
dies of work across all eras and genres 
of the art form. 

The National Comedy Center operates 
the Lucille Ball Desi Arnaz Museum, 
which explores the lives, careers, and 
legacy of the “First Couple of Come-
dy” and the incredible impact they had 
on the world, as well as the pioneering 
role and remarkable influence that I 
Love Lucy and Desilu Studios had on 
the entertainment industry. 
 
The annual Lucille Ball Comedy Fes-
tival, produced and presented by the 

National Comedy 
Center, has show-
cased comedy’s 
great voices over 
35 years, including 
Jerry Seinfeld, Jon 
Stewart, Trevor 

Noah, Nate Bargatze, Lily Tomlin, 
John Mulaney, Bill Murray, Taylor 
Tomlinson, Gabriel “Fluffy” Iglesias, 
Jeff Foxworthy, Nicole Byer, Jay Leno, 
Joan Rivers, Margaret Cho, Amy Schu-
mer, Sebastian Maniscalco, W. Kamau 
Bell, David Spade, Jim Gaffigan, Pau-
la Poundstone, Kevin Nealon, The 
Smothers Brothers, and more than 
300 comedic artists. 
 
The National Comedy Center is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit cultural institu-
tion whose mission is funded by phi-
lanthropic support. Donations and 
grants support the museum and its 
work to present the vital story of co-
medy and preserve its heritage for fu-
ture generations.  
 
www.ComedyCenter.org
X and Instagram: @ntlcomedycenter 
Facebook: National Comedy Center

National Comedy Center Named #1 Best Pop 
Culture Museum in the Country by USA Today

Continued from Page 19

Tips for a Safe and Fun 
Spring Break Road Trip

Arriving months after the holiday sea-
son and right around the end of winter, 
spring break comes at the perfect time 
for families and students. A winter spent 
largely indoors can excite anyone about 
the prospect of soaking up some sun 
from the comforts of a sandy beach, and 
millions will do whatever it takes to make 
such a trip possible.

Many spring breakers may fly to their 
destination, but that can be costly for fa-
milies paying for multiple flights. Indeed, 
spring break can be one of the more cost-
ly times to travel by air, as it's considered 
a peak travel period. Families who want 
to get away but don't want to spend thou-
sands of dollars on flights alone can take 
to the road and drive to their destina-
tions. If a road trip is in the cards, families 
can consider these strategies to ensure a 
safe and fun excursion.

•	Have your vehicle fully serviced be-
fore your trip. Winter can be hard on 
a vehicle, particularly when a car is par-
ked outside in locations where harsh 
weather is the standard between De-
cember and March. A full checkup that 
tops off fluids, tests the brakes (and re-
places them, if necessary), inflates the 
tires (and again, replaces them, if ne-
cessary), tests the battery, and checks 
headlights and wiper blades to ensure 
they're operating at peak capacity can 
prepare a vehicle for the journey to 
your spring break destination.

•	Make some pit stops along the way. If 
it's an especially long trip to your desti-

nation, extend your travels by a day or 
two and make an extra stop along your 
way to your destination and on your 
return home. Find a fun activity along 
the way, such as a trip to a local indoor 
water park or a must-see hiking spot, 
so everyone can spend a day moving 
around before getting back in the car.

•	Don't be a motorized martyr. When 
your ultimate destination is a warm, 
sun-soaked beach, it can be tempting 
to make the trip in a single day. But fati-
gued drivers are dangerous drivers, so 
it's best to build in some time to take a 
break and even share driving duty with 
another licensed driver. Moms and 
dads can switch halfway through the 
trip. If you already know the trip will 
take multiple days on the road, then 
stop driving no later than sundown to 
ensure you and your fellow drivers get 
a good night's rest.

•	Line up some in-vehicle entertain-
ment. A long road trip with young 
children will require some in-vehicle 
entertainment. Load up a tablet with 
movies to keep the kids occupied du-
ring the drive but also arrange for some 
non-device game play as well. A book 
of puzzles, a family sing-along, a round 
or two of I spy, the license plate game, 
and even some kid-friendly trivia can 
provide some fun distractions on the 
way to your destination.

The cost of air travel can be prohibi-
tive for families looking to get away this 
spring break. Some simple strategies can 
make road trips a safe, fun and cost-effec-
tive means to getting away when school 
lets out this spring. 

Contributed by
Metro Creative

The Chautauqua Gazette is committed to supporting 
nonprofit organizations across Chautauqua County 
that strengthen our communities and enrich local 
life. From community services and arts initiatives 
to education, health, and advocacy, the many 
organizations of Chautauqua are the backbone of 
our county and their impact deserves to be seen, 
celebrated, and supported.

Think of the Gazette as your partner in amplifying 
your mission by raising awareness, promoting 
upcoming events, and sharing your latest news with 
a broad local audience. Our mission is to shine a 
spotlight on the organizations that give so much to 
our community. To learn more about customizable 
collaboration opportunities, contact  
cornell@chqgazette.com or call 716-720-1845.

W E        O U R 
CO M M U N I T Y
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Chautauqua County residents 
have a secret oasis right in their 
backyard, and they may not 
even know it. Hideaway Bay 

Resort in Silver Creek offers a relaxing re-
treat for all seasons, according to Christian 
Edie, Hideaway Bay Resort owner. Lo-
cated at 42 Lake Ave., the lakefront resort 
offers the full resort experience, including 
an onsite restaurant called Drift; a full-ser-
vice spa, various adventure sports, cottage 
rentals, wedding and event spaces; and 
more. 

“Hideaway Bay Resort was born from a 
simple idea: to create a place where people 
could truly step away from the noise of 
everyday life and reconnect—with nature, 
with loved ones, and with themselves,” 
Edie said. “What started as a vision for 
a peaceful waterfront escape has grown 
into a full resort experience built around 
comfort, relaxation and unforgettable mo-
ments. From the beginning, the goal has 
always been to offer something special: a 
true hidden gem where guests feel welco-
med like family.”

This “hidden gem” is great for a staycation, 
a honeymoon or a day out for residents. 
Edie said the hope is to offer guests a 
chance to relax and find balance in a beau-
tiful location. 

“A typical day at Hideaway Bay is all about 
ease and balance,” she said. “Guests often 
start their mornings with coffee and beau-
tiful bay views, followed by a walk down to 
the water, lounging on the beach, or explo-
ring the surrounding area. Afternoons are 
perfect for dining, enjoying the amenities, 
or simply unwinding in the calm atmos-
phere. Evenings tend to be the highlight—
sunsets over the bay, cozy gatherings and 
that peaceful feeling of being completely 
away from it all.”

While the beach may be chillier during the 
colder months, the resort is well-equipped 
to offer hospitality to guests throughout 
the winter. Cabin rentals, handcrafted 
dinners and more are available at the year-
round retreat. 

Edie said the guests, no matter what time 
of year, still find a way to connect with the 
resort in memorable ways. From a short 
getaway to making memories with mi-
lestone events, visitors are excited to add 
Hideaway Bay Resort to their travel itine-
raries. 

“When people started returning year after 
year—and telling others about us—that 
was a huge moment,” she said. “Another 
standout has been the growth of Hideaway 
Bay as a destination not just for vacations, 
but for celebrations and major life events. 
Watching it become part of people’s stories 

has been incredibly rewarding.”

Edie said it is a true pleasure to be included 
in these milestones. 

“Being trusted with someone’s wedding 
day or a major life celebration is a true ho-
nor,” she said. "These moments are deeply 
personal, and knowing Hideaway Bay is 
part of those memories is incredibly spe-
cial. There’s something powerful about 
seeing love, family, and joy come together 
here. It’s one of the most meaningful parts 
of what we do.”

Edie said she and her staff make it their 
priority to make sure guests are treated to 
the ultimate experience when they visit, 
whether they visit for a weekend or host 
an event. Customer service and compas-
sionate care are key in the hospitality are-
na, and Hideaway Bay Resort is stalwart in 
instituting them. 

“Something people may not realize right 
away is how personal the experience here 
is,” she said. “Hideaway Bay isn’t just a re-
sort—it’s a place built with care, attention 
to detail, and a genuine desire to make 
guests feel at home. It’s the kind of place 
where the atmosphere is just as memo-
rable as the setting.”

Edie said guests are immediately drawn 
to the waterfront views and the peaceful, 
tucked-away atmosphere. Highlights in-
clude the wood-burning sauna, hot tub 
and outdoor gathering spaces. Another 
highlight is the dining experience. 

“Our on-site restaurant, Drift, has also 
become a standout feature of the resort,” 

she said. “Whether guests are enjoying a 
high-end steak or fresh seafood, or keeping 
it casual with artisanal pizzas, Drift offers 
something for every mood while maintai-
ning an elevated dining experience.”

Edie said the resort is looking forward to 
offering new experiences for guests, more 
events and continued improvements in the 
future. 

“The most exciting part is knowing we’re 
still building the story, and the best is yet to 
come,” she said. 

Hideaway Bay Resort is located at 42 Lake 
Ave. in Silver Creek. Drift is open from 
Thursday to Saturday from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. For 
more information on offerings, event hos-
ting, spa series and more, visit hideaway-
bayresortny.com, call 716-401-5762 or 
email events@hideawaybayresortny.com.
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Business of the Week
Celebrating Local Businesses & Giving them the Spotlight!

Coming out of COVID and the 
loss of her son, Alex Foulk, Kim 
Carlson knew she needed more 

beauty in her life. From those depths 
came the dream that became reality: 
Pea Pod and Juniper, a flower shop, gift 
shop and community hub of artistry 
and color. 

“I knew that I was craving colorful, I was 
craving retail therapy — I was craving 
creativity,” Carlson said. “I needed to 
work on beautiful things, and I knew it 
was time to make a change and that’s 
when I opened the store.”

Pea Pod and Juniper is a full-
service flower shop with custom 
arrangements, offering fresh flowers 
by personal order, subscription or 
special events. Delivery is also available 
locally, and flowers can be ordered 
both in person or online. Carlson said 
she is also happy to help customers 
outside of business hours over the 
phone.  The flower shop is proud to 
serve Lakewood, Jamestown and the 
surrounding areas. 

“It’s more personal,” she said. “It’s 
a personalized experience and 
customers get the full value of 
what they’re spending. With some 
bigger flower networks, they’re just 
arrangement brokers. When you’re at 
Pea Pod and Juniper, you’re getting a 
personalized experience and there’s a 
person that answers the phone, there’s 
a person that will call you back.”

Carlson said she enjoys providing 
beauty to the community through 
floral arrangements because “flowers 
always work.”

“I’ve never had anybody show up at the 
door and say ‘Oh, I don’t like flowers - 
take them away,’” she said. “People say, 
‘Oh, flowers don’t last.’ My response is: 
neither does that kiss and neither does 
that hug or that dinner. But are you 
willing to go without all those things? 

My flowers last a lot longer than that 
kiss, that hug or that dinner - and 
people love receiving flowers!”

While flowers are her business, 
Carlson said the community is her 
pleasure. Pea Pod and Juniper focuses 
on providing personalized service 
and is invested in giving back to the 
community. However, giving back is 
only possible due to the customers 
who support the business. 

“We do as much to support the local 
community as possible,” she said. “We 
donate quite a bit to the community 
and it’s the people that order locally 
and support our business that allow us 
to give back to the community.”

She said supporting women-owned 
businesses like hers is easy in the 
community of Lakewood as there are 
a plethora to choose from. 

“If you want to support local business 
and support women-owned business, 
take a stroll up and down Chautauqua 
Avenue in Lakewood,” Carlson said. 
“We’re blessed here to have that. We 
are very fortunate to have the little 
village of Lakewood and all that it’s 
become.”

While Pea Pod and Juniper is foremost 
a flower shop, Carlson said the gift shop 
also offers a selection of beautifully 
curated items that bring beauty and 

color into the lives of customers. 
Carlson said she originally intended to 
solely work with flowers, but the gift 
shop is an added “bonus.” 

“I could stand there and just make 
flower arrangements all day long,” she 
said. “I just buy things that I think are 
beautiful that I found a use for.” 

From beeswax and honey lip balms 
to heart-shaped trinket bowls and 
colorful candles, Pea Pod and Juniper 
has something to offer for everyone. 

“I’m careful about what I buy for the 
shop,” Carlson said. “I want to feel that 
sweater, I want to pick up that piece of 
jewelry. I wanted that old-fashioned 
shopping experience - and I wanted it 
right there because I was the one that 
was from morning until night every 
day.”

Carlson said she cultivated the store’s 
environment to focus around beauty 
and “good-feelings” on purpose. She 
said Pea Pod and Juniper has been 
established for almost five years now, 
and the good vibes keep coming. 

“It’s a good place,” she said. “There’s 
just a good feeling in that building 
and you feel it in the flower shop. I 
just can’t wait to be there. I can’t wait 
to get up in the morning and get there. 
Sometimes my body says ‘You’re 
working a lot,’ but my head and heart 

say ‘I want more of this.’”

Over the past year, Carlson had the 
opportunity to expand those good 
feelings to Pea Pod and Juniper Too, 
a nostalgic toy shop located just down 
the street on Chautauqua Avenue. 

“With the flower shop growing, 
and the gift shop growing, I was in a 
position that I was able to acquire the 
toy store down the street formerly 
known as Six Baers,” she said.  “It’s now 
known as Pea Pod and Juniper Too. 
That’s been fun.”

Over the past Christmas season, 
Carlson said she also had the 
opportunity to set up a Christmas 
store next door to the flower shop in 
the same building. She said it was so 
beautiful she decided to extend its 
availability. 

“It’s just so pretty,” she said. “It’s such 
a neat space that I thought let’s leave it 
open all year long.”

Pea Pod and Juniper is located at 141 
Chautauqua Avenue in Lakewood 
near the iconic clock tower. The 
shop is open from 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. Pea Pod 
and Juniper Too is located at 50 
Chautauqua Avenue in Lakewood 
and is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. However, Carlson said the 
hours will expand during the warmer 
seasons. Pea Pod and Juniper proudly 
services Lakewood, Jamestown and 
the surrounding areas. For more 
information on either location, visit 
www.ppjflowerslakewood.com, find 
them on Facebook under Pea Pod 
and Juniper or call 716-526-1081. For 
after-hours service, call 716-499-5070.

Pea Pod & Juniper: Cultivating Beauty in Lakewood and Beyond

Contributing Editor
Katrina Fuller

Submitted PhotosSubmitted Photos

Owner Kim Carlson and the business namesakes: 
Granddaughters Penelope and Juniper. 

Kim's daughter, Aleida Foulk, 
mother to Penelope & Juniper.

Editor-in-Chief
Katrina Fuller

HIDEAWAY BAY RESORT: REST, RELAX AND RECHARGE
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 25

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

"Travel far, travel often, and 
travel without regrets." 

~ Oscar Wilde

Need another sweatshirt or sweater?  
Are the kids outgrowing everything 
– again?  Maybe you need a project to 
do during these winter days.  Come 
down to Community Helping Hands 
– we have what you need!  The Depot 
is filled with clothes and new items 
are added weekly.  The furniture area 
has some nice chairs and sofas as well 
as dressers, tables lamps, pictures, etc.  
There are chests, small magazine racks 
and other unique pieces you could grab 
up, take home and creatively refinish to 
enjoy as something entirely new!

Because of ongoing 
preconstruction work, 
the area known as 
“Pickers Place”, 
is closed for 
now.  It is being 
cleaned out and 
readied for the 
contractors to do 
some work there.  
Agencies, churches 
and other organization can 
continue to refer clients to CHH and 
we will continue to provide for their 
needs.  Clothing and furniture can 
be selected as always and houseware 
items are available because the staff 
and volunteers have filled totes from 
Pickers Place with necessary dishes, 
silverware, and small appliances to 
give to clients.   

Like many other places that accept 
donated items, Community Helping 
Hands can only accept clothing that is 
still wearable (stained, ragged items that 
you would not wear cannot be worn 
by others either), furniture must be 
useable (a broken recliner, a chair with 
only three legs, or a dresser without 
drawers can’t be used by anyone) and 
household items must be practical, 
needed and in good working order to 
be donated.  CHH helps clients who 

need items that are used every day so 
wearable, useable, and practical are the 
only items we can accept.

In the past, CHH like other 
organizations, accepted anything 
others could use and you wanted to 
donate.  Please do not drop off items 
that nobody can use and should be 
taken directly to the transfer station.  
It is costly for CHH when we have to 
take your trash to the landfill.  And, due 
to limited space now that testing and 
pre-construction work is beginning, 
we are only accepting household 
goods that are practical items used on 
a daily basis.  Figurines, fancy vases, 
stemware, 8 track tapes, and all other 

impractical objects can no longer 
be accepted.  Please think 

wearable, useable and 
practical before 

bringing any 
donations to 
CHH.

Just as a reminder, 
d o n a t i o n s 

are accepted on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays 

and Fridays from 3:30 to 6:00 at 
the Gateway Center, 31 Water St in 
Jamestown.  Likewise, the Depot and 
Furniture Store are open for shopping 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
from 3:30 to 6 PM.  As we move into 
spring and see how the building is 
affected by preconstruction work, 
we may open Pickers Place again and 
expand our open hours.  

Thank you for your patience as we 
work toward having the Gateway 
Lofts Project done.  The housing 
Project is needed so we are dealing 
with a few inconveniences now to 
reach the desired goal in the end.  
Our mantra for the next few years 
is, “Blessed are the flexible, for 
they will not be bent out of shape.”  
Any questions, please call the 
Community Helping Hands office 
Tuesday through Friday, from 9 to 3.  

Community Helping 
Hands Updates

Contributed by
Community Helping Hands

C&C Cattle CompanyC&C Cattle Company
Sherman, New YorkSherman, New York

nytexaslonghorns.com | 716-234-4042nytexaslonghorns.com | 716-234-4042
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Eternity (Wed., February 25 at 7 
p.m.) stars Elizabeth Olsen, Miles 
Teller and Callum Turner. In an 
afterlife where souls have one week 
to decide where to spend eternity, 
Joan (Olsen) is faced with the 
impossible choice between the man 
she spent her life with (Teller) and 
her first love (Turner), who died 
young and has waited decades for 
her to arrive. Eternity is rated PG-
13 and is 114 minutes long. 

Ralph Fienes stars in The Choral 
(Fri., February 27 at 7 p.m.) As 
war rages on the Western Front, 
the Choral Society in Ramsden, 
Yorkshire has lost most of its men 
to the army. The Choral’s ambitious 
committee, determined to press 

ahead, decides to recruit local young 
males to swell their ranks and engage 
a new chorus master - Dr. Henry 
Guthrie (Fiennes). As conscription 
papers start to arrive, the whole 
community discovers that the best 
response to the chaos that is laying 
waste to their lives is to make music 
together. The Choral  is rated R and 
is 114 minutes long. 

Tickets for most Movies at The Reg are 
$8 in-person at the box office and $10 
online (reglenna.com) & by phone 
- 716.484.7070. Family showings 
are $7 in-person at the box office 
and $9 online & by phone. Special 
engagements are priced differently. 
The theater and box office at The 
Reg are located at 116 E. 3rd St. in 
Jamestown, NY. The box office is open 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 12 
- 5 p.m. and one hour before movies 
and events.

Eternity and The Choral to show 
at Reg Lenna Center for The Arts

Contributed by
The Reg Lenna  

Center for the Arts

As a non-profit business association, 
the CHQ Chamber is guided by a 
board of directors made up of a di-
verse group of people from varying 
types of businesses across Chautauqua 
County. These dedicated volunteers 
play a critical role in providing direc-
tion, ensuring effective governance, 
and upholding the organization’s fidu-
ciary responsibilities. They also serve 
as advocates for the CHQ Chamber 
and act as stewards, helping to build 
relationships and to ensure accounta-
bility. 

When our board convened this past 
week for an afternoon-long planning 
session, one of their tasks was a review 
of the Chamber’s strategic plan for an 
overall look at how the organization is 
doing. The strategic plan was adopted 
by our board in November of 2022, 
and while it’s not a checklist of items 
to do, we are proud to say that we are 
accomplishing many of the objectives 
outlined in that document. 

The strategic plan outlined four strate-
gic recommendations:
1.	Facilitate collaborative relationships 

between businesses to promote 
economic activity for our county;

2.	Unify and streamline the CC-
COC through the utilization of a 
consistent brand structure;

3.	Clarify who we (the Chamber) are 
and what we do;

4.	And lead the way and excel at boos-
terism and serve as spokespeople 
for business.

Working hand in hand with the staff, our 
board went straight to the heart of the 
issues. The board felt a top priority was 
to clarify our work, and so a new mis-
sion statement was approved in 2023, 
and it reads: Our mission is to build 
vital connections, provide professional 
resources, and champion our local bu-
sinesses in Chautauqua County. The 
board also approved a new vision state-
ment: The Chamber of Commerce is a 
critical partner in achieving consistent 
economic growth, resiliency, and pros-
perity to increase the collective oppor-
tunity for local businesses and organiza-
tions in Chautauqua County. These two 
pieces speak to the heart of who we are 
and what we do – working to serve the 
needs and interests of the business com-
munity countywide. 

A strategic re-brand was next on our 
list as the Chamber worked with Mr. 

Smith Agency in Buffalo. Following 
a lengthy process that included cru-
cial board input, we established a new 
name (CHQ Chamber) and logo 
that reflects connections and speaks 
to the nature of our inclusive work 
throughout the county. The new brand 
was approved in 2024. 

The mission statement and rebran-
ding do not stand alone. They are in-
tertwined with all the work we do as 
the CHQ Chamber has reframed its ef-
forts around the strategic plan to work 
more closely with local businesses, 
elected officials, and partner organiza-
tions as a convener around crucial eco-
nomic issues facing small businesses 
in our communities. We have worked 
harder to create meaningful programs 
and provide resources that meet our 
mission, we have focused on engage-
ment with our small businesses in a 
variety of ways including the develop-
ment of Small Business Sit-down ses-
sions throughout the county, and we 
have structured our advocacy efforts 
around the business community and 
partner organizations. We continue to 
work on messaging and crafting com-
munications that speak to our members 
and the community as a whole. 

None of this work could happen wi-
thout our board of directors, our 
members, and our sponsors. Their 
support means so much as the CHQ 
Chamber continues to do the neces-
sary work of supporting our business 
community. If you haven’t attended a 
CHQ Chamber function in a while, 
we invite you to do so this year. We 
have a full calendar of events posted 
on our website including Business Af-
ter Hours networking opportunities 
in a variety of locations, Business Buil-
der Workshops on numerous topics, 
advocacy events, and community-fo-
cused events that advance the interests 
of our small businesses.  

Register for Business After Hours at 
Audubon Community Nature Center

For the second year in a row the CHQ 
Chamber and the Warren County 
Chamber of Business and Industry 
are collaborating with Audubon Com-
munity Nature center to provide a re-
gion-wide Business After Hours event. 
It will be held Wednesday, March 25 
from 5:30-7:30pm.

All local businesspeople are invited to 
attend this special networking event, 
which will include complimentary 
appetizers and beverages, with tip 
proceeds to benefit Audubon Com-
munity Nature Center’s mission of 

C H A M B E R
CO R N E R

Strategically Guiding Our Future

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

Contributed by
Daniel J. Heitzenrater

Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce
President and CEO

LIKE/FOLLOW US
@chautauquagazette

@chautauquagazette

www.CHQgazette.com

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ

“To travel is to live.”“To travel is to live.”
 -  Hans Christian Andersen
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connecting people to nature. Bring bu-
siness cards for networking and door 
prize drawings. 

Attendees are invited to stay for a special 
private viewing of Audubon Lights after 
the networking event. The display fea-
tures a half-mile trail of wonder, where 
visitors can walk among thousands of 
lights—from twinkling trailside lumina-
ries to towering trees bathed in color. 

CHQ Chamber member organizations 
can send two people free of charge to 

all Business After Hours events. Non-
members or anyone above the two-per-
son limit will be $10. Registration for 
CHQ Chamber members is open online 
now through the Chamber’s web calen-
dar at www.chqchamber.org. Members of 
the Warren County Chamber of Business 
and Industry should email Savannah Ca-
sey at szimmerman@wccbi.org to regis-
ter free of charge. Business After Hours 
at Audubon Community Nature Center 
is sponsored by the Media One Radio 
Group, and State University of New York 
at Fredonia.

Chamber Corner

Continued from Page 20

716.488.7227 •  150 West 4th St  •  Jamestown, NY 14701
www.pearlcityhops.com

RESTAURANT HOURS
Monday - Thursday 
6:00 AM - 10:00 AM 
4:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Friday 
6:00 AM - 10:00 AM 
4:00 PM- 11:00 PM

Saturday 
7:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
4:00 PM- 11:00 PM

Sunday 
7:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
4:00 PM – 10:00 PM

Plan your next Staycation with us!
Join us for dinner and savor our expertly crafted menu designed by our executive chef. With a 

relaxed ambiance and an upscale touch, Pearl City Hops is the ideal spot to connect with friends.

Enjoy the best of Jamestown lodging & dining, where innovative dishes, local craft brews,  
and handcrafted cocktails create a truly unique experience. Make a 

Reservation

Follow Us

At the Mental Health Association in Chautauqua County’s (MHA) February 

recovery luncheon, Executive Director Michael Nordin introduced Julie Flaker, 

the disability resource coordinator for Chautauqua Works. Flaker explained 

that she assists individuals and employers to improve employment outcomes 

for persons with disabilities. With offices in both Jamestown and Dunkirk, 

she can be reached at (716) 487-5127. Nordin also awarded certificates to 

three participants for their accomplishments. The MHA is a peer recovery 

center offering support groups and individual coaching for people looking to 

improve their lives, deepen wellness, thrive in recovery, or support those on 

a recovery path. For more information about the recovery centers in both 
Jamestown and Dunkirk, call (716) 661-9044 or visit MHAChautauqua.
org or Facebook.com/MHAChautauqua.    

MHA Has Visitor From 
Chautauqua Works

• 2-40 yd Containers Available
• Commercial, Small Business & Residential Disposal

7534 Rt 380 • Stockton • 716-595-3186

Comprehensive Professional Waste Hauling & Disposal Service

7534 Rt 380 l Stockton l 716-595-3186
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SECURITY & ALARMS

Total Car CareTotal Car Care

6624 Route 606624 Route 60
CassadagaCassadaga
962-9315 962-9315 ll 595-3408 595-3408
gaymarktireandwheel.com
gaymarktireandwheel.com

Repair Repair 
Maintenance Maintenance Inspections Inspections Auto, Truck & Auto, Truck & Farm TiresFarm Tires

CAR CARE Join Our
Friends Around TownFriends Around Town

ONLY

Per Week
Call 716-484-7930

 for more info

$25
Call 716-720-1845 

for more info

INSURANCE

FRIENDS AROUND TOWN

ROOFING

520 W 8th St, Jamestown, NY
www.exteriorrescuewny.com

CAR CARE
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120 CENTRAL AVE. 
SILVER CREEK

716-951-TIRE (8473)
OPEN MON - WED - FRI 9 am - 5 pm 

TUE & THU 9 am - 6 pm • SAT BY APPT.
Financing options Available

Each week, we are extremely proud and grateful to feature 
these "Friends Around Town". Please renew your "Friends 

Around Town" membership for 2026 this month. Thank you 
for your kind and generous support of our community's weekly 

newspaper. Only $25/week, full year commitment required.

CALL US TODAY! 716-720-1845

DOCKS • WELDING

5239 West Lake Rd, Mayville, NY
Office:716-753-3163

Docks and Boat lifts
In-shop & Mobile
welding services

DRYWALL
DONAHUE DRYWALL

Interior Demolition
Insulation • Drywall

Priming
CALL 1-814-706-7226

Michael Donahue, Drywall Contractor

Facebook: Donahue Drywall
donahuedrywall42@gmail.com

Scan to set up an appointment
www.donahuedrywallandcompanies.com

Proudly Serving Warren & Chautauqua Counties

• 5’X5’ TO 10’X30’ 
UNITS AVAILABLE

• OUTSIDE STORAGE 
AVAILABLE

• CARS, BOATS, RV’S, CAMPERS
• CLIMATE CONTROLLED UNITS
• SECURITY ENTRY SYSTEM
• 24 HR ACCESS & SURVEILLANCE

716-664-7396
ryan@selfstoragejamestownny.com
378 Livingston Ave Jamestown, NY

STORAGE LIVE CHQFURNITURE

  

(716) 664-3333
lafayettecornersjamestown.com

215 W 4th St | Jamestown, NY

AUTO DETAILING

731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

CATERING

3C’s Catering
The Falcon’s Nest Banquet Hall

267-4403  I  www.3cscatering.com

Order Your Holiday 
Baked Good Now!

Let us help make your next event 
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS!

3C’s Catering

Order Your Holiday 
Baked Good Now!

Let us help make your next event 
Simple & above all...DELICIOUS!

3Cs Food Truck
Check out our facebook for this 

week’s location & Specials

Check out our facebook 
page or website for weekly 

food truck locations!
@3CsCateringNY

Now booking events for summertime 
& group outings at Diethrick Park. 

MOVING RENTALS

731 East 2nd Street  •  Jamestown, NY

GLASS SERVICES

D&S GLASS SERVICE
333 FLUVANNA AVE l JAMESTOWN

(Across from Arby’s)

716-664-9321

AUTO GLASS  l  MIRRORS
CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

SEAWAY 
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

1286 E 2nd St l Jamestown, NY
(716) 665-2317

RESTAURANT & BAR APPLIANCESBAKERY

7 AM-4:30 PM Monday-Saturday
832 Foote Ave, Jamestown, NY
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Laura BeckerLaura Becker

Leslie CalimeriLeslie Calimeri

Candi & Bo George, Randy AndersonCandi & Bo George, Randy Anderson

Ashley Snyder, Deb Eck, Ashley Snyder, Deb Eck, 
Sarah Brown-MillspawSarah Brown-Millspaw

David Niles, Sherry Schutter, David Niles, Sherry Schutter, 
Kristan McMahonKristan McMahon

Sukanya BurmanSukanya Burman

Kate Rinko, Karlie Blodien & Sara EdstomKate Rinko, Karlie Blodien & Sara Edstom

McKenzie Pickett & McKenzie Pickett & 
Heather FeltonHeather Felton

Staunzie GradyStaunzie Grady

Cabin Fever  Cabin Fever  
Cure  Cure  

Around Around 
TownTown
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TYPE SIZES (WxH) COLOR

1/16 Page Ad 4.875”x1.75” $50

1/8 Page Ad 4.875” x 3.666” $95

1/4 Page Vertical Ad 4.875”x7.5” $145

1/4 Page Horizontal Ad 9.96”x3.66” $145

1/2 Page Vertical Ad 4.88” x 15.15” $275

1/2 Page Horizontal Ad 9.9166” x 7.5” $275

Full Page Ad 9.9166” x 15.166” $495

The Chautauqua Gazette is a vital link between our readers, the 
communities we serve, and our advertisers who remain ready to serve you.

WEBSITE ADS
Get an ad on the homepage of 

CHQgazette.com 
bargain rate of just 

$25 a week 
(full year commitment required)

Lori Cornell
Cell (716) 720-1845

Cornell@CHQgazette.com

Live CHQ. Love CHQ. Read CHQ

Don’t Miss Out on this Opportunity! CALL TODAY

www.CHQgazette.com

C H A U T A U Q U A
G A Z E T T E

L I K E / F O L L O W  U S

Reaching an estimated 20,000 readers at over 350 newsstands in 35 zip codes 
across Chautauqua, Cattaraugus & Warren Counties PLUS online!


